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CHAPTER I. 


j^ILdOLPHUS and his cousins could not sleep all 
night for the approaching celebration of the Christ- 
inas vacation ; which on the morning that was destined 
to convey them home kept them wid8 awake. But it 
never struck Adolphi/s that he had no home (at least 
no paternal home) to go to ; for he was an Orphan 
Boy! but he was thoughtless and happy; and like 
the skylark) his yet unbounded wishes soared in air : 
the sole aim of his ambition being the possession of 
liberty; which) to a school-boy, may justly be termed 
tlie ne plus ultra of his roost sanguine expectations. 

The consequence was, that they began dressing 
themselves with all the alacrity that tho nimble footed 
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hind runs to escape from her vigilant pursuers. Their 
task was speedily accomplished ; and fH?ficisely at six 
o’clock, they werg quietly seated in Shr Mildred Aiis- 
tincourt’s travelling post chaise ; and at the extremity 
of a beautiful hanging* wood, were just five miles 
from his splendid and magnificent tnansion. 

The chaise proceeded with velocity, but Adolphus 
and his cousins thought otherwise ; and^ Frederic, 
the 'elder, and the heir presumptive of SiV Mildred’s 
family, who possessed, not only the impetuosity of 
youth, but a little mixture of that self-importance 
which is too generall^^ allied to the knowledge of high 
birth and the expectation of riches, was the first to 
find fault with the postillion for not driving faster- 
and putting Jils head out of the chaise window, he, in 
addition to, why do’nt you drive faster ?” super- 
.added (with an air of authority that was peculiar to 
him) why the devil, do’nt you drive faster Adol- 
phus laughed ; — Edmund, his younger cousin, looked 
grave ; while reiterated lashes sounded on the backs 
of Sir Mifdred’s horses ; which were several times 
repeated, by the imperious command of his son and 
heir. 

is 

Adolphus and Jjis cousins were now within gun-shot 
of the Austincourt estate, whicl^ was called, and had 
been called from generation to generation, Austin- 
court priory ; now in the possession of Sir Mildred 
Austincourt, the worthiest character in existence ; at 
least, Adolphus thought the best uncle, and he was 
certain that he was the best father in the world. Of 
his aunt, lady Austincourt, much cannot be said at 
the present period ; and as little of her all-accom- 
plished daughters, whose actions will hereafter certify, 
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at a proper time and place, the charitable bent of their 
dispositions. 

A pause, not exceeding ten minutes, followed the 
laugh in which Adolphus had so heartily joined, not 
much he fancied to the satisfaction^of Edmund Austin- 
court, or the blunt unsophisticated manners of their 
postillion; who perceiving the painful condition to 
which he had deduced his poor beasts, at the end of 
the journey more strongly expressed his displeasure* 
by the angry glance he threw at the elder Aust incourt, 
than a whole^ volume pf words could have done, had 
he spcke for a thousand years. Nqf could Adolphus 
so suddenly account for his uttering the exclamation 
of— The lord be praised there is one good heart in 
the family ” — as he patted his horses heads when they 
quitted the chaise, pocketing half a crown which Ed- 
mund had slyly deposited within his ^ands. 

Adolphus’s riotous propensity to mirth was now 
silenced, and he cliccked the rude remark he was just 
going to make on his cousin’s taciturnity. — ‘^Edmund 
Austincourt is a generous creature,” thought hd, 

my cousin Frederic is the son of my uncle,” he 

thought again ; and that uncle is, tlie brother of 
my ” 

The sweet name of mother stopt ere Jie w'ord w as 
half pronounced ; and; lor the first time in his life, 
Adolphus recollected that he and his cousins were 
very differently situated : they had a mother, nay, a 
father too, by whom tliey w^ould soon be w elcomed 
and embraced ; but Adolphus had none and he felt 
a trickling tear making a very rapid progress over his 
cheek, when at this *momeut, he thought of Sir Mil- 
dred, — But I have an uncle,” repeated Adolphus, 
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a worthy and affectionate uncl^ — And he brushed 
away the unbidden t^ar with a corner of his blue and 
white pocketjhandkerchief. 


CHAPTER, li: 


The haughty and inflexible brow of lady Austiii- 
court, ndio reclined on an elegant ottoman, and was 
sipping the perfume of Indian tea, that breathed its 
incense from the most magnificent china, relaxed 
much of its accustomed severity on, the entrance of 
Adolphus and his cousins to the drawing room ; where 
the family had only just assembled to their usual 
dejunee. Which family consisted of the lady of the 
mansion ; her eldest daughter Georgina, moulded, as 
it seemed from infancy, for a modern fine lady, and 
finished by th^ hand of art to move, a bright lumi- 
nary in the fashionable walk^of notoriety ; while her 
younger sister Maryanne, whose claim to wit and 
good humour was confessedly nothing more than a rude 
unmeaning laugh, a vacant stare, and a perpetual 
volubility expressed by an infinite deal of nothings, 
and a pert giggle, displayed on the most trifling occa- 
sions, sat beside her, in all the y^iumph of conscious 
pride. In addition to this family circle was a Miss 
Grandison, a distant relative of lady Austincourt and 
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Sir Mildred, who sat next the fire, in deep conversa- 
tion with a gentlenfan whom Adolphus had never 
before seen at the Priory, and who had all the appear- 
ance of a foreigner of some jflistinction. 

The improved graces of Frederic, who was the 
favorite of lady Austincourt, delighted her ; and she 
even addressed Adolphus with a degree of compla- 
cency which wjis by no means usual with her, observing 
to her daughters, “ that he was a head taller grown , 
since she had last beheld him,” To which Miss Aus- 
tincourt replied with disagreeable tartness, that ill 
weeds grew apace and this being thought a piece of 
delicate wit by the pert Maryanne, s!ie introduced her 
favorite giggle. How long it would have lasted is 
uncertain, had not Sir Mildred been some interruption 
to their mirth by saying~^‘ If you call this a joke, let 
me inform you Miss Austincourt, it^is not a proper 
one, nor by any means appropriate ; that your cousin 
Adolphus is unquestionably grown admits no doubts, 
but that he is an ill weed I deny” — “ Stale proverbs 
and musty sayings are highly ridiculous,” observed 
Miss Grandison, and though I am an Old Maid^ I 
completely cut them,, as they are generally the fore- 
runners of some malicious observation,” She threw 
a side glance at the Miss Austincourts when she made 
this remark, which they seemed sufficiently to under- 
stand, as it put an end to the subject. 

Camilla Grandison, of all the old maids that were 
ever seen, was the most sprightly, good humoured, 
and agreeable; she was between fifty and sixty, and 
in despight of fashion, w'ould positively adhere to her 
former mode of dres'^ing in her younger days ; and 
preferred her own hair, which was perfectly silver, 
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and which she wore conihej over a neal roll, to any 
decorations of art itr fashion. The rest of her dress 
was corresjjpndent with this peculiar whim ; and 
though the Miss Austincourts had at the first sight of 
Miss Grandison indulged the exercise of their extra- 
ordinary mirth in the most unbecoming manner, they 
had suddenly become converts to her way of thinking; 
in which they had been carefully instructed by their 
sagacious and prudent mamma. 

Miss Grandison had no earthly relative save lady 

Austincoiirt, and that from a n:ost distant connexion ; 

and Miss Grandison inherited a clear estate of two 

thousand a year. Lady Austincourt therefore, had 

paid her court to her from a child: after her marriage 

with Sif Mildred she became more assiduous tlian ever 

to establish a permanent intimacy; she succeeded in 

persuading her 4o accept of an invitation to the Priory 

twice in the year; and Miss Grandison had now 

arrived from her seat in Wales, and was on One of 

her visits to lady Austincourt at this period, when 

Adolplius had nearly completed his fifteenth year. 

He was the junior of his cousins by iw o years, that is, 

Frederic and Edmund, for never could the age of (he 
• . ^ 
young ladie^ be precisely known ; but as Adolphus 

surmised, Miss Austincourt, Jrom her womanly appear- 
ance, must have reached her twentieth year ; and the 
fiill-grown Maryanne, who exceeded her sister in a 
robust constitution, could not have seen less than 
eighteen summers. But it was one essential point 
with lady Austincourt to keep the age of her daughters 
a profound secret. — ^Tis no matter,” cried her lady- 
ship, “ how old my boys arc, but my girls miist 
be always young;”— and as the Miss Austincourls 
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constantly wore frocks, and id use a fashionable phrase, 
had not yet comg out,” they were thoug^ht young 
indeed. Lady Austincourt w& a shewy woman, that 
is, in bulk and size ; but her features, ^nd the expres- 
sion of her countenance, frould have done well to have 
come under the denomination ef the frigid %om 
for no smile ever mantled there, till warmed by the 
solar beamjof self-interest. Georgina, who greatly 
resembled her in person, and in this self-same quality 
of disposition, she set apart to reign a little queen in 
the great world ; while Maryanne, whose brawny face 
she thought prettyf and whose hoyden manners per- 
fectly enchanting, she designed k> catch the unwary 
squire, or opulent city banker. For Frederic she had ' 
views of a different sort, which shall hereafter be told; 
and for Edmund, wiio was confessedly Jiis fatheris 
favorite, and who inherited more good sense and beauty 
than slie wished him to have, cared little at all 
aliout ; becaui^^ he was too handsome for a boy ; and 
too humble in liis notions ever to become of conse- 
quence to the family of the Austincourts. When an 
infant, as she dandled him on her knee, his extreme 
loveliness was a source of keen regret, and secret 
niurmurings ; and Miss Grandison being on a visit at 
the Priory soon after he was born, and paving descanted 
on the uiicoramon beapty of the child, which she called 
divinely handsome, the discontented mother expressed 
herself in the most ungracious terms. 

Lady Austincourt instantly resigned little Edmund 
to his nursery, to which he w^as condemned for the 
space of one twelvemonth ; at which Miss Grandison 
seriously expressed her disapprobation ; and one day, 
wlieu the cloth was removed after dinner, and the 

B 



children received, as they generally did, their accus* 
tomed present of an apple, or a pear, the enquiry for 
little Edmund was mdve strongly made than ever by 
Miss 'Graifdisoy ; to which his mother carelessly re- 
plied, — That he was best in the nursery.” — “ Where 
he has been ever since he was born I believe,” cried 
Sir Mildred, however, lady Austincourt, you will 
this once gratify Miss Grandison and mjself with a 
sight of the child.” 

•Very unwillingly did lady Austincour{ comply; for 
she had already placed her favourite Frederic in Miss 
Grandison^s lap, and she secretly triumphed in the 
hope of his one day being her heir. But no sooner 
• was Edmund brought in, than Miss Grandison eagerly 
snatched him from the arms of his nurse, and de- 
voured him w ith kisses. The beautiful little creature 
smiled, and clinging closer to her bosom, crowed his 
thanks for the notice she had taken of him, to the 
delight of his enraptured father, and thp increased ill- 
humour of his inotlirr. 

‘^’Tis well,” cried lady Austincourt, ‘4hat the little 
brat is not old enough to be vain of the caresses that 
you bestow^ on liim.” 

When he is twenty years older, I w'ill stake iny 
life, that it is a fault of which he will amend,” cried 
Sir Mildred, ^M)ut why Helen arc you displeased, that 
out of all our children, w e have but one that may be 
called truly handsome. I protest, the beauty of this 
boy seems disgustful to you.” 

‘‘What signifies beauty in a boy,” answered her 
ladyship, besides, cannot I plainly see that he will 
rival both his brother and his sisters? Miss Grandison 
absolutely doats on the brat ; and she never admired 
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Btoy of my childreiT before. Wilkins, take away the 
little moppet, for I vow 1 cannot endure the sight of 
him,” , 

“ Are you serious Lady Austincourt?” enquired 
Miss Grandison, while, with a pensive sigh, she gave 
Edmund to his nurse. 

“ Are yoif serious Helen ?” echoed Sir Mildred. 

“ Determinedly so,” answered her ladyship. 

Sir Mildred and Miss Grandison exchanged looks 
but the latter rose frpm her seat, and, with a dignified 
air, she coiirtcsicd to lady Austincourt, and bade her 
good night; observing to Sir Mifdred as she quitted , 
the room, that it was her intention to set off for 
Wales the ensuing morning. 

This resolution was actually put into practice by 
Miss Grandison ; nor did she again^ revisit the priory, 
till site was certain her little favourite was again 
noticed by his mother ; who thus artfully concealingher 
real sentiments, and assuming a virtue which she had 
not, induced the amiable Camilla to believe* that she 
had mistaken her character: on which supposition, 
she gave into all her views, and at length yielded to 
her pressing entreaties, to become a fixed resident at 
Austincourt Priory. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Adolplius and his cousins, who were accustoined 
to rise early, could not keep pace with«‘the fashiou- 
a|)le hours at Austincourt Priory. They had, therefore, 
bounded over Sir Mildred’s park long before the lamily 
were stirring, andfound just sufiicicnttime to scamper 
home as they were preparing breakfast. Trtie exercise 
of fresh health glowed on their cheeks ; and their 
spirits rose in proportion to the enjoy inent tliey had 
received, in being at full liberty to partake of tlie 
amusemenics which Sir Mildred had designed for them 
during the period of their vacation. 

The foreign gentleman whom Adolphus had seen 
the day before still continued to be i guest ; and in 
addition to the party, lady Austincourt introduced a 
little gip% whovse pale complexion and delicate looks, 
pronounced her to be an invalid. Her name was 
Theodora ; and, she appeared only ten years old ; but 
was so extremely shy and diffident, that neither Adol- 
phus or his cousins could prevail on her to speak a single 
word ; ti|eat one mouthful oPtlie delicacies that were 
spread before her. They actually would have pro- 
nounced her dumb, but for the single sentence that 
escaped her lipsof — ^^No, I thank yournadam” — which 
was addressed to lady Austincourt in so low a voice, as 
scarcely to be heard. The foreign gentleman now 
smiled, and taking her hand, drew her gently toward 
him ; but the timid little creature still remained silent ; 
while he slightly apologized for her childish timidity, 
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Which indeed,” cried be, “ is not only owing to her 
ill-state of liealtlj, but to the climate in which she was 
born. There is a reserve, not to SB.y a repelling 
coldness, in the females ol* that country, from wliich, I 
thank heaven, English women ans exempt.” — His com- 
plimentary speech was accompanied with an insinuat- 
ing smile, Mid a languishing look, directed towards 
the ladies, which had due affect on all but Miss 
Grandison, who had succeeded in getting little Tlle- 
odoru into a chair next hcr’s ; while she uttered, with 
her usual *good huifiour, and forgetting that count de 
Valinont stood in no w^ay related tl> her, — “Come to me 
my love, and never mind that naughty papa of yours” — • 
Instantly the pale cheeks of the little girl became 
Hushed with crimson, and appeared glpwing with 
resontineiit, if not with pride, and she hastily uttered, 
but with great expression,— “ Not m?/ papa, Madam, 

I never had 4)01 one, and 1 am very sure that is 
not he!”. 

An evident embarrassment betrayed itself in every 
feature of count de Valmont, in spite of the paitis he 
took to conceal it ; nor was the smile which succeeded, 
the effect of good humour; for having called Theocfoi^ 
to him, she refused to go, but witl^pnt ceremony ran 
out of the room. 

The count in a few moments disappearing, Miss 
Grandison exclaimed, “Whatastrange little creature!” 

“ Perfectly savage,” observed Miss Maryaiinc Aiis- 
tincourt, “ and, w ere it not for the very large fortune 
she will inherit from her father, I vow there would 
be no supporting the whimsicality of her behaviour.” 

“ Really. Maryanne 1 am horrified at hearing you 
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talk 90 ,” cried lady Austincourt, what is to be 
expected from the manners of a mere child ? One too, 
who has been bred in the monastic seclusion of a hated 
convent; but we vshall in time reform her; and, for 
my own part, I do not despair of one day seeing lady 
Theodora Percy a most accomplished creature.” 

Adolphus could not help observing ther sudden and 
involuntary exclamation of his cousin Frederic ; who, 
with astonishment and surprise expressed in every 
feature, eagerly demanded of his mother, If the little 
pale bashful girl was indeed lady Theodora Percy.” 

Unquestionably %o, my love,” answered her lady- 
*ship, and I will now give you her history. She is 
the only child of Algernon, earl of Percy, who has so 
long distinguished himself, as one of the most expe- 
rienced generals, the most gallant commanders, and 
the most accomplished gentlemen of the present age. 
The mother of Theodora, who was the daugliter of 
an Italian nobleman, w'as a heroine in mind, but 
extremely ^delicate in constitution ; and she died in 
consequence of accompanying his lordship on some 
foreign expedition, from which romantic and whim- 
sical resolution, nothing could deter her ; giving 
birth to Theodora* amidst the tumults of a camp. 

The motherless child became a stronger tie of 
affection to the distracted father. She was taken from 
the breast of her expiring mother, and consigned to the 
care of a black servant, the only attendant they had. 
For some months it was expected that the infant could 
not have survived ; but Theodora lived, notwithstand- 
ing the predictions of all around her, a»d was conveyed 
with her nurse to a convent on the borders of Germany ; 
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where she remained till lordVercy could find a con- 
veilieiit opportunitygto send her to Eng^land; fearing*, 
lest, in that country, she might adopt a monastic life, 
and become a convert to the superstitious principles 
of the people who surroun*ded her. He disclosed his 
intentions to count de ValmontJ with whom he had 
long been on terms of friendship ; and that gentleman 
being well acquainted with the customs of the convent, 
undertook to become an ambassador for his friend^ 
and sought an interview with the lady abbess, from 
whose management and protection he now withdrew 
the little Theodora aftd her nurse; and, placing her in 
tJie arms of her delighted father, exfflaimed,— There, 
Percy, is your daughter, I have now performed my 
duty.* — ‘ Not yet,' answered his lordship, * you must 
now, de Valmont, take charge of her to Engltfnd. Th© 
seat of war — ^ttie perils of a camp, I cannot expose her 
to. My poor Theodora fell a victim^ to her imprudent 
courage ; and my little darling here, would also perish 
amidst the hardships of a long campaign. You must, 
therefore, embrace the opportunity of a passage in 
an English vessel, and bear niy treasure to the land 
of Great Britain ; there, under the auspices of lady 
Austincoiirt, she will be safe till my return from 
foreign service.’ — ’Tis unnecessary to sspy,*’ concluded 
lady Auslincourt, thak count de Valmont has been 
faithful to his trust, and has brought me little Theo- 
dora, of whom I am fo make the /-r-that is’^ added 

she, “ I am to to to Her ladyship 

hesitated and stammered; she had made use of a most 
unguarded expression in the presence of her relation ; 
and colouring deep]y, she continued (for the «yes of 
Miss jCiraudtson were ri vetted upon her), — I am to 
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have the ebar^ oflady Theodora, and the superintend- 
ence of her edneation, till her father, lord Aljjenion 
Perry, claims her from my hands, or returns to Eug^ 
land. Certainly she is a prize worth keeping- ; for, 
as the Count informs me, she will have a fortune of 
more limn one Imndfed thousand pounds.’* 

Then the poor child need not go to market,” 
(Irvlj observed Miss Grandisoii. 

Nor yet be cried three times in a village chu’*rh 
answered the pert Maryanne. 

' -M shall like lady Theodora very well,” said Fre- 
deric Austiiicourt, because sfte will foe so rirh.” — 
And the eyes of hif mother spoke a meaning her tongue 
did not dare to express. 

And would you Edmund ?” enquired Sir Mildred, 

!Spegk honestly my boy.” 

The beautiful complexion of Edmund Austincourt 
was now covered Vith one of nature’s happiest bhi'<hes, 
the real tincture of modesty ; aiidhereplied. — cannot 
tell sir, much about tliat; but, if 1 like a person, I 
never -epusider hozc much vioricj/ he has ; and if 1 liked 
lady Theodora ever so well, it would not l)o foi the 
sake of her riches.” 

Well said,” cried Sir Mildred. egad, 1 believe 
thou hast’ spoken the truth.” 

lie has spoken a fiddlestick,” said IjkIv Aiistin- 
(COiirt. I wonder Sir Mildred you can enr(mrage 
the boy in any such ridiculous nonsense. Yes, 1 war- 
rant me, he will be the gentle shepherd of the family. 
With a crook in his hand, and a pipe in his mouth, 
he will w'andcr all day long on the tops of st€?epy 
mountains, to look after a flock of sheep, and at 
night he will lay himself down on some lonely bank to 
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celetfrate the beauty ^ a wood iiymph^ or make sonnets . 
on the eyes of a butter-milk dairy-maid.” 

This sarcasm &ore a majority in raising a laugh 
against Edmund Austincoutt, in which even Adolphus 
w as malicious enough to join ; and notwithstanding he 
had his father and Miss Grandison on his side, he was 
dubbed th« gentle shepherd by his brother Frederic, 
and continued to be addressed by that title for the 
remainder of the day ; which he supported with much* 
good humour. Nay, it was even observed at tea-time, 
that little Theodora ^as more attentive to him, than 
to any of the rest ; which occasioned lady Austincourt 
to observe, with her usual acrimony— That there was 
nothing vso dangerous to a young man, as to have a 
pretty face.” 

Or to a young woman either, when she is vain and 
conceited,” said Miss Grandison; ^^but when she is 
botJi modest and,airiiable, it is surely no disadvantage 
to be thought handsome. For instance, now had your 
daugliter Georgina, or Miss Maryannc there, a jpretty 

face • 

Miss Grandison was here interrupted : for Georgina 
screamed, — Good God i” cried she, Miss Gran- 
disoD, there is an odious spider craw^iig over the 
sleeve of your gown.” 

Is there, my dear?” said Miss Grandison, with 
great conjposure, as she threw the reptile from her, 
then let it not creep to my bosom, for 'tis as can- 
cerous as envy. I hate to look upon it. *Tis as 
mischeivous as the hawk : for the sparrow becomes the 
prey of the one, and the innocent fly is the victim of 
the other. But envy, Miss Georgina, that creeps into 
the human heart, is the most cruel insect of them all. 

V 
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Good night lady Austincourt, pleasant dreams to you/’ 
So saying, Miss Grandison snatchec} up her caiidle, as 
was her usual^ustom, when any thing had ruffled her, 
ind instantly repaired to her own apartment. 

This mode of coilduct, in one whom it was greatly 
her interest not to offend, generally brought lady Aus- 
tincourt to order, and made her more cautious than 
ever of attempting to discourage the young favorite ; 
for that Edmund was the favouite seemed very clearly 
perceptible to the discerning eye of her ladyship. 
In Theodora too. child as she'was, she' thought she 
could perceive a ^ieamingpartiality for Edmund more 
than for her beloved Frederic ; and this being exactly 
opposite to her views and expectations, she predeter- 
mined to*cru8h it in the bud as early as possible. She, 
therefore, one morning, when Theodora was receiving 
a delicate little 'flower from the hands of Edmund, 
which he had expressly gathered ai?d offered for her 
acceptance, and hearing him, as he presented it to her, 
utter tlfese words, — “ Lady Tlieodora, you admired 
this little flower so much last night, I thought it was 
a pity not to procure it for you, and here it is,” — she 
could no longer conceal her mortification and displea- 
sure ; especiaily when Theodora received it with a 
smile and a courtesy. But us she placed it in her 
bosom, her ladyship also presented her with a branch 
of beautiful exotics, — There, Theodora, did you over 
before see an assemblage of more beautiful flowers ? A 
choice collection my love, and the gift-offering of my 
son ; and you must positively wear them in your bosom 
the whole of this day for the sakcrof Frederic Aiistin- 
court.” 

I am n^uch obliged to your ladyship,” replied the 
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blushing Theodora, but I cannot wear two nosegays 
at once : for see, I have already got one ; so pretty ; 
and it is so sweet.’ —And taking the flower which 
Edmund had given her wijh an air of the p90st perfect 
naivete^ she fixt it in her little bosom; leaving the 
mortified lady Austiiicourt with the rejected flowers 
in her hand. 

This inciddht, trifling as it was, left her ladyship a 
prey to inquietude; and gave rise to a supposition, 
which indeed almost amounted to convictiou, that the 
childish bosom of Theodora had caught an impression 
of the blooming graces and fascinaUng exterior of her 
youngest son ; which decidedly determined her in one 
point, that of using her influence with Sir Mildred to 
send him from the Priory. 

Tins, indeed, was now more diflicult than* could be 
imagined ; for Edmund was the favqrite of his father; 
and wdiat w^as more to be dreaded, the idol of Miss 
(Jrandison. 

What,” cried lady Austincourt, as she threw the 
rejected flo-.vers on the ground, and shall A^also Ije 
the husband of lady Theodora, the wealthy heiress of 
Lord Algernon Percy!— No, Frederic, this prize be 
thine; or never shall thy mother know again the bles- 
sing of thy smile!” 

With these concluding words the enraged lady Aus- 
tincourt sought the apartments of Sir Mildred ; she 
smiled, and even attempted to take his hand. — ^’My 
dear Sir Mildred,” cried she, Sir Mildred smiled too. 

I will bet any thing Helen,” cried he, that you 
are going to ask a favor of me ; come, out with it ; let 
us know the extent ^>f a woman’s conscience.” 

Why my lorve, our riotous boys,” said lady Austin- 
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court, ** have now been nt the Priory theae seven 
weeks.” 

Really! so long, Helen!” cried Sir Mildred, 
** why, then, tomorrow th^y shall go to school again. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Lady Austincourt, who had now gained one of her 
most favourite points with her too indulgent husband, 
continue*d her unceasing solicitations, that Adolphus 
-^nd his cousins should set off, bag and baggage, fur 
Wellington Lodge, the ensuing morning ; where, 
under the care of the Rev. Mr. Ric*hards, they were 
yet to remain another year; and at the expiration of 
t^at period, were to depart for college studies at 
Cambridge. 

For what Adolphus was designed, he was yet totally 
ignorant ; but, he knew perfectly well, from the tenor 
of lady Austiflcourt’s conversation, that he was wholly 
dependant on the bounty bf his uncle; his &ther 
having died insolvent in the West Indies, although 
torving in the rank of major in one of the distant 
colonies; and his mother soon fell a sacrifice to excess 
of grief for his loss, and survived but a few months 
after his decease ; consigning the Orphan Boy to the 
protection of the only relative she possessed in the 
world, her brother. Sir Mildred Austincourt; in whose 
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arms she breathed her last sigh. In the agonies of 
death she could only murmur, ^ lather to my 
child/^ 

Sir Mildred, who had loved his %ister tenderly, 
neglected not to pay the last duties to his ikvorite 
Isabella. 

Poor Boy/' cried he, holding Adolphus to his 
breast with all the warmth of undisguised affection, 

poor boy ! fatherless and motherless, you shall ypt 
retain the affection of both, io the kindness and pro- 
tection of lady Austincourt and myself/’ Lady Aoslin- 
court, however, received the little orphan with her 
accustomed frigidity. As Sir Mifdred placed him in 
her arms, — ‘‘ Remember Helen,” cried he, “ when 
you look on this poor child, that you are a mother 
yourself, and that while your own children {)os8e88 the 
inestimable blessing of a parent's indulgence, that he 
has none to bestow the like attention on Mm; the loss 
of which gives^him a double claim to your protection. 
Be hind to him Helen; he is my own nephew; and the 
legacy of an expiring sister. As such I shall regard 
him ; as such I shell cherish him ; and as such 1 shall 
expect he will be* received into the bosom of my 
family.” 

You are amazingly particular,” cited lady Austin- 
court, with some asperifty, do not know Sir Mildred 
that I was ever willingly unmindful of any of your 
requests; but, if it is your pleasure, that 1 should neg- 
lect my own children, to look after this boy, it is an * 
office I must positively decline.” 

You can perform the office of humanity, Helen>'^ 
answered Sir Mildred, much hurt by sentimeiits so 
little congenial to his own, without any detriment to 
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your own children, I shall, therefore, expect that you 
will at least act the part of a Christian to your 
husband’s nephew; and, I further«insist, that from 
this very hour, Adolphus Walsin/i^ham be considered 
as such, under the roof of Austincourt Priory.’* 

Lady Austincourt muttered something; but that 
something was hot permitted to reach the ear of Sir 
Mildred ; and a very large piece of pluhib cahe, pre* 
^nted to Adolphus by one of his cousins, very soon 
reconciled him to his situation. 

Blest period of youthful innocence I delightful sea- 
son of unalloyed happiness ! why are ye not given to 
maturity? 

Vain hope! can the blooming rose attain its full 
perfection, without the invasion of the canker worm, 
that would destroy it ? Oh! never ! — but, to proceed. 
S/ When Adolphus and his cousins were so uncere- 
moniously informed by lady Austincourt, that they 
must prepare to return to Wellington Lodge at an 
early hour the ensuing morning, Frederic would by 
no means consent, and his fond mother agreed to 
allow him three days of grace ; which time was to be 
passed in such recreations, as he himself thought most 
agreeable. 

Suppose then, mother, you give us a dance and 
supper,” cried Frederic, EdKiund, Adolphus, would 
you not like that amazingly ?” 

They nodded their willing assent, and lady Austin- 
court assured them, that they should certainly have a 
little gala the night before they returned to Welling- 
ton Lodge. 

And now I think of it, Frederic,” cried she, had 
you not better go in time and solicit the hand of lady 
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Theodora to be yOB» partner in the dance. Thei«' is nb 
knowing, but wljat she may one day be your partner 
for life; either she or one of the Mi88*Montgoinewiea 
your father designs for you. I promise you, so |^, 'do 
as you are desired.” 

Frederic flew hastily to obey his mother’s commands, 
which produced a different sensation in Edmund, for 
he became paler than ashes. 

“ Are you not well Edmund?” cried Adolphus ; to 
which, as he did not reply, Adolphus made no further 
enquiry; ffut he could not help observing, that the 
little bashful Theodora, at this dhriy period of life, had 
unconsciously awakened the first dawning of youthful 
passion in his breast. A circumstance he then much 
regretted, as it would only be productive of misery to 
him: but how little did Adolphus foresee, that the 
peace of another individual would also be involved 
in it. ' 

The expected evening of the gala arrived, and a 
selection of youthful guests, expressly invitqd for the 
occasion, assembled, to partake of the amusements it 
afforded them ; much to the satisfaction of the triumph- 
ant mother ; as she beheld her darling son open the 
bail with lady Theodora, whom she had magnificently 
dressed ; and, for her /fige, she looked lovely beyond 
description. Nor could Adolphus have conceived so 
great an improvement to have taken place in so short 
a time in her shape and complexion ; the former 
looking as if delicately moulded by the hands of the 
Graces, and the latter, as if breathing the first sweets 
of spring. 

Count dc Valmont took his departure for Germany 
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the day beibre the evening of the gala, after being, for 
many hours, in deep conversation v(ith lady Austin- 
court, the 8ubj«K:t of which remained a profound secret. 

^^Lady Theodora is not handsome,” observed 
Adolphus to his cousin Edmund '^it is the smile of 
inexpressible harmony, and the look of almost indefin- 
able softness that renders the fascinating little creature 
so delightful. Don't you think so Edmund ?” 

Miss Montgomery is a great deal handsomer,” he 
replied, that is, I think Miss J ulia Montgomery — 
Edmunil stopped and coloured, and appeared con- 
fused ; but Adolphus found that be was by no means 
ingenious in his reply, for his eyes were riveted on 
lady Theodora as he spoke. 

It is true Miss Montgomery is more beautiful, 
imt lady Theodora is *en thousand times more fasci- 
nating,” said Adolph w ; to which observation his 
cousin Edmund reinaineo silent. 

The daughters of Sir Robert Montgomery were 
elegant girls ; and it would have been difficult lo have 
pronounced which of the two inherited the greatest 
share of beauty and good humour. But, Adolphus 
thought, had he been at liberty to have decided on 
their merits, te would not have hesitated in giving 
the palm to the younger sister^ who was called Julia; 
her sister Annabella, being too masculine to accord 
with the idea he had formed of female beauty ; though 
ahe exactly suited the taste of bis cousin Frederic. 

The*eldest Miss Montgomery,” cried he, is the 
finest girl in the room ; and her sister is the prettiest,” 
replied Adolphus. 

VFhat the little flaxen-haired girl, who danced 
with Edmund,” enquired Frederic, 
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The same, Julia Montgomery (said Adol** 
phus).” 

A mere waxen doll with blue eyes and a baby’s 
fhce (uttered Frederic Ailstiiicourt with ja sneer, supt 
posing that this was the taste of his cousdn Adolphus), 
no, if you come to that, what think you of lady Theo- 
dora Percy ^ did you ever see a pair of finer eyes than 
that little bashful gipsy has got in your life ? but what 
signifies her eyes or any thing else ? she has got thb 
main point in the calculation of a woman’s beauty.” 

And what is that enquired Adolphus. 

One hundred thousand pound*” answered Frede* 
ric, and drawing the bed-curtains close around them, 
they fell fast asleep. 


CHAPTER V. 


From the period of Adolphus and his^cousins return- 
ing to Wellington Lo^gc to the succeeding twelve- 
month when they were to quit it, nothing material 
occurred either to give them pleasure or pain, till they 
received a mandate from Sir Mildred Austincourt to 
set out for the Priory. Lady Austincourt during the 
whole space of the twelvemonth had contrived to keep 
them from paying their annual visit at the time of 
three vacations, because she had taken it into her head 
that she must make a journey to the metropolis, it 
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being thought necessary by hep ladyship, as her 
daughters were now actually old enough to ‘‘ come out/ ’ 
The consequence was a trip to Liondon ; where Miss 
Georgina and Miss Maryanne (now full grown indeed) 
underwent the accustomed ceremonies of a first intro- 
duction, and from newspaper report, Adolphus and his 
cousins Yety soon learned, that the Miss Austiiicourts 
having made their eiitre ahone very conspicuously, 
ti*om an obvious circumstance, they wore a profusion 
of diamonds; but it could not be remembered that much 
ti^a* said on their youth, their elegance, or their lieauty * 
They were come out however, and tlait was sufikient 
for the present with lady Austincourt. 

Neither Sir Mildred, nor lady Theodora, liad hoen 
witnesses, of this very important event in the lives of 
the Miss Austincourts; for Sir Mildred was confined 
with a fit of the gout, and Theodora was thought 
much too young to venture In^yond the houndariesof 
Austincoiirt Priory. Besides, what with masters of 
every description, and governesses almost of every 
order, TJieodora w'as kept constantly employed ; lady 
Austincoiirt having left strict charge with Sir Mildred, 
and also with Madame Duval the superin teudant 
governess, that^she should be kept close to her studies. 
Word was likewise given to Mrs. Closefist the house- 
keeper, that lady Theodora Jtiould i>e served with 
scanty dinners and light suppers, fearful tliat her shape, 
wliich pFoinised to be of the most gossamer description, 
would receive an injury from the effects of a too 
indulgent appetite* 

Kind^ considerate lady Austincourt ! and happy 
•Theodora to possess so zealous a friend I 

However^ in a few days her ladyship’s injunctions 
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irere totally forgqjtten by Sir Mildred, at^ almost 
neglected by Mrs. Closefist, Vho suffered the little 
girl to cat and drink whatever she lik^ best ; and Sir 
Mildred was never so ti ell pleased as when he siw 
her tripping over the lawn, aaplayfnl and as elastic 
as the young fawn, and fresh as the flowers that grew 
beneath herjiand : for Theodora amongst allher fiivorite 
amusements delighted in the cultivation of flowers, 
and the study of botany. An elegant greenhouse 
therefore, fllied with the most flagrant shrubs and 
blooming* exotics, Ilad long been appre^riated to her 
use, and in this she passed ntafiy hours when the 
fashionable Georgina and the indolent Maryanne were « 
killing time, either with some last new novel, or in 
the speculation of something to remove freckles and 
improve the complexion. The daily advertisements in 
the papers amply furnished tbcm»with intelligence so 
pleasing, and information so instructive ; but they 
never soared one step. beyond this; Miss Maiyanne 
could not bear to read, and Georgina, in the absence 
of lady Austincourt, cmild not bear to writd. , 
Their visit to London, and long continuance in it, 
could not but be a most seasondl>le relief to Theodora; 
who, in E^ite of her endeavours to conceal it, felt no 
great predilection for their soci^y ; yet of the three 
ladies, lady Austin^urt was her fevorite; and she 
would have liked her much better were it not for the 
continual ringing in her ears the praises of her son 
Frederic. This was done repeatedly, that Theo- 
dora young as she was, suspected her ladyship must 
have some particular motive ; and though she cautiously 
avoided giving her offence by contradicting her asser- 
tions, tliat Frederic Austincourt was the best creature 
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in existence,” yet she was silent w^ienever he was tlie 
theme of her conversation ; a circumstance, which did 
not escape theipbservation of lady Austincourt, and 
which greatly mortified her aspiring hopes ; yet she 
thought that perseverance would do much ; and that 
by atrial of further skill and management, the unwary 
and youthful Theodora would iu time be •brought to 
look on Frederic iu the light of an aiiiaticed lover, if 
not an afliaifccd husband. Count dc Valmont having 
promised her also to use his influence and interest 
with her father, over whose mind he possessed un- 
bounded sway, she did not doubt but her wish would 
«be accomplished; being persuaded that Sir Mildred, 
wishing for the aggrandizement of their son, would 
give into all her sentiments respecting her views on 
the wealthy heiress of the earl of Percy, 

But in this, had»*her ladyship considered for one 
moment on the character of her husband, she would 
have found herself mistaken ; for the heelings of a 
father and the principles of an honest man would have 
madp the excellent Sir Mildred shudder, from oftering 
proposals that could in any way be deemed the sacri- 
fice of another man’s child. 

It was almost impossible to say the pains lady Austin- 
coiirt took to please tlie artless disposition of little 
Theodora, which nature had form'ed of one of the finest 
order, although it did not promise to be one of the 
happiest ; for Theodora would weep when any incident 
awakened her sensibility to the sufferii%s of others ; 
and her generosity to relieve the wants of hor fellow 
creatures very soon became a subject of reprehension 
* with lady Austincourt, while to Sir Mildred it was the 
constant theme of admiration and praise. But the 
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money was her owe ; ancf his lordship being libeiTil in 
the extreme in the remittances he made to lady Austin- 
court for the maintenance of his daughter, as well as 
in the expences of her education, she could not with 
decency complain of her extravagtince, or refuse with 
propriety her request to be supplied with more moneys 
One morniag however, when Theodora spread her 
empty purse on the table, which her ladyship had only 
filled the evening before, to express lier surprise 
seemed but natural ; though she could scarcely conceal 
her displeasure when Theodora declared she had not 
a farthing left of her monthly allciyance. 

— What not out of ten pounds my love !” said ' 
lady Austincourt, you surely mistake, as it is very 
clear to me that you have been either rotibed of this 
money, or have given it away foolishfy/’ 

It is true that 1 have giveir it away,” answered 
Theodora, hor cheeks glowing with resentment, but 
I should be very sorry if your ladyship thought fool- 
ishly ; for indeed it was to save a poor family from 
ruin.” - 

Tell mo whom you have relieved, and it is very 
possible that I may change my opinion,” said lady 
Austincourt, not willing to let Theodora see that she 
discouraged her in yits of charity, but indeed my 
lovely Theodora, tea pounds is so very large a sum, 
that I am afraid you have been led into some error 
respecting the objects of your charity.” 

“ Oh ! I am very sure they were deserving ten times 
that sum,” replied Theodora with a warmth that acted 
like an opposite, for it chilled the bosom of lady Austin- 
court, for,” continued Theodora, “ it was no other 
than Fanny Roseberry’s father and mother who were 
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turned out of their farm yeaterday^bccause they could 
not pay their rent ; aAd Fanny Ros^erry is s«ieh a 
good girl, I coyld not bear her tears, and so— *8o 1 
gave her tlie money.” 

^ And had she really* the audacity to take it;” 
enquired lady Austincourt with^an air of asperity 
which she could no longer repress, for it, ivas by her 
ladyship’s express desire that the steward had been 
compelled (o turn Jiimier Mosebetrj/ out of his farm^ 
Jbr private reasons best Jenozen to her ladyship. 

^ But 1 assure your ladyship tha^ it was not Famiy^s 
foult,” answered Theodi>ra, for I insisted on her 
« accepting of my purse, and going w ith it that precioue 
minute to her disti^ssed father and mother, who Imd 
ttoi a bed to lay their heads on, nor a morsel to put in 
tiieiv mouths, and so Fanny went according to my 
request, and so— — s. 

Wdl my dear, I have heard quite ejiough of ihi^sp 
romantic tale,” interrupted lady Austincourt pettishly, 
yet softening her voice as much as she possibly could 
frem^its natural acrimony, it was cerUiiidy very good 
of you to assist the poor wretches ; you have au un-» 
doubted right to do what you please with your own 
money, though I dare say your father lord Percy 
would not choose you should throw it away ; especially 
when I iiifonu you that Fanny^ father and mother 
are \ery unworthy objects of your inunihcencc ; I can- 
not call it charity.. They can pay, but they wont pa^-, 
and that being the case, it is very right and proper 
they should be treated accordingly ; as to Fanny, she is 
a pert forward minx to receive such a present from you 
trithout my knowledge, and she shall quit my service 
if ever 1 know her guilty of the like impertiuenco 
again..” 
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At the conclusion o^this speeclijof the imperious lady 
Austinconrt^s, Thofxlora, to her no small confusion and 
nmazeinent, burst into tears ; never beforelhad ladyAns- 
tincourt as she thouglit spoke so unkindly ; and never 
till now was her little susceptible feosom so sensative 
of resentment, and she sobbed out— If Fanny has 
been guilty of a fault, the fault *was mine; and I 
would much rather that your ladyship should piiiiisli 
me, than a poor girf who cannot help herself.’’ 

Lady Aiistiiicourt, who now found she had gone 
beyond her depth, like a skilful pilate, was obliged to 
steer w'ith iiiore caution, and she^hrew her arm 
round the offended Theodora — punish you my sweet 
angdi,’' exclaimed she, punish you ! how can that 
little tongue of your’s pronounce such cruel words. 
You know niy sweet love I would not for the world 
say any thing to give you pain. Pdr Iicaven’s sake 
my dear creature dry those eyes! gracious 1 what 
would Frederic Austiiicourt say to see those pretty 
eyes spoiled with crying ? why he w ould say”-?— 

— I am not thinking of Mr. Frederic Austincourt,’^ 
uttered Theodora pettishly : this her ladyship ob- 
served, but would not by any means seem to notice, 
though it stung her to the heart ; and she«replied with 
a cunning archness, aiid^ throwing into her counte- 
nance as nuicli insinuation as possible ; — 

Indeed my sw eel l^heodora that is not kind of yoti, 
for I dare say Frederic is tliinking of you.” 

Theodora was silent, and her ladyship at the same . 
moment that she employed herself in supplying the 
conte-nts of the emptjy' purse with fresh ammunition, 
contrived in the most coaxing tone to rally her.— 
Now I will give you one of the prettiest birds in my 
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ftviary if you will tell me Thcofiora,” said she, “ that 
you were just then thinking of the ^ f^cnth shepherd^* 
my Edmund, *’wboin I declare 1 shall call the gentle 
shepherd as long as he lives/’ 

Theodora did not betray the slightest emotion at 
the mention of Edmund^s name ; but in a very affect- 
ing and determined manner she pronounced— I was 
Just then thinking of niy father.” 

Lady Austincotirt coloured ; and coloured so deeply, 
that I do not know whether her blushes were not even 
perceptible through a deep mask of French rouge ; 
and it was wittf infinite difficulty that her ladyship 
could stifle a certain awkward sensation which she fell 
rising in her throat when she kissed the pale cheek of 
Theodora, as they retired to their respective apart- 
ments. 

It is very cl^jar to me,” cried she, as she entered her 
dressing room, that tliis unaccountable little gothic 
maudlin is not attracted by either of my sons : — surely 
that gfeat tall stripling, that Adolphus Wiilsingham— 
Further lady Austincourt did not choose to give utter- 
ance to her thoughts. And poor Mrs. Flounce her 
attendant suffered very materially from her capricious 
humour duryig the operation of dressing her ladyship 
for dinner. ^ 

Mrs. Flounce did her best^and called to her aid the 
atl-powerful auxiliary of flattery ; but all w'ould not do : 
for looking in the glass when Iier toilet was completed, 
her ladyship exclaimed — *^Why Flounce! have you 
taken leave of your senses : or do you intend that I 
should be a fright for the remainder of the evening ? 

I ih^n that your ladyship sfiall look as you gene- 
rally do,” said Mrs. Flounce. 
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And how is that r” demanded her ladyship. 
Flounce who was now put tcFher last wits instantly 
replied, like ail angc?!.’* ^ 

It is not certain whether lady Austincourt’s ill hu- 
mour W’a3 appeased or not, buj: her accommodating 
abigail w as instantaneously dismissed with these words ; 
— “ Well child, I think I shall do for to day.” 

Do for to-day,” muttered Flounce as she tript 
down stairs, glad to escape from her persecution; do 
for to day,” repeated she, I think I have given your 
ladyship a ilose that <iilght do for a twelvemonth.” 


CHAPTER VP 


Miss Grandison who had peremptorily refused lady 
Austicourt's request of accompanying her to London, 
was at length compelled tp yield to her pressing in- 
treaties; Georgina declaring that she should expire if 
her dear sweet Miss Grandison ivas not to be of their 
party ; and Miss Maryafinealso saying that she should 
never be able to survive the awful ceremony of being 
presented without her dear Miss Grandison being there 
to witness it. Miss Grandison looked serious and 
exclaimed — “ Mercy on me my dear girls ! if both 
your deaths arc to be occasioned by my not going, 
why I believe thaf 1 must for once make a fool of 
myself : to London therefore I will accompany yon, 
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thougli it is of all other places the most odious to me; 
so far I will oblige yotiri but no drjfwing room. There 
I must positively be excused. Heaven preserve me! 
what would the world say^f Camilla Gnnidison the 
old maid being seen iathedrawingrooin of Si. James’s! 
Miss Maryanne w ho had taikeiiout of her pink satin reti^ 
rule her cambric liaridkercliief on the pretence of blow- 
iiig her nose, could scarcely Kinotlier an effc^cted g'igglt^? 
in which Miss Cieorgina would have joined, but a look 
from her another had the desired effect of making her 
assume the appearance of good manners, whether 
possessed or not. But the impertinence of Miss Mary- 
anne did not wliolly escape the observation of Miss 
(inindison, with whom tliis young lady was by no 
means a favorite, and she determined to punish her for 
it at some future opportunity. 

Adol[)hus and his cousins had the good fortune to 
arrj\e at Austincourt Priory three days l)efore the 
€f\pected party had left the metropolis * a ^i^cum8tllnce 
not in the smallest degree regretted by any of them, 
as thoses three days were passed in a delightful inter- 
cour- e with Sir M ildred and the fascinating Theodora, 
ijuproved in evt'iy grace, and heiglt toned into every 
beauty that constitutes expression ; her complexion 
^acl lost that pallid hue which seemed to rank her 
among tlie list of valetudiiui^/uuis ; and her figure, 
though excessively delicate, was moulded with the 
neatest {symmetry, accompanied by a simplicity that 
seemed alone the offspring of nature, in which art was 
not thought necessary to have the slightest space. 

It w as not however till after many Iiours that they 
were gratified w ith her society, so«strictly bound was 
Theodora to the plan which lady Austincourt had left; 
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tlir pvoswiition of her studios, wliicli Sir Mildrod 
iHoro than ouco insisted she sifoiild break through ; 

- and notwith-tandTng the austere looks lyuJ chilling de- 
portment of IMrs. Duval, Uie all-accoiiipTished govern- 
ncsfi, he domaiKh^d the company, of his little fat^orite 
soon after they had dined : and she came blushing 
like the roseate morn, the smiles of good humour 
playing on her dimpled cheek, just as Sir Mildretl 
with good emphasis and discretion had uttered th(f 
followingwords : — But 1 do insist, positively insist^ 
that lady X^*<^‘^dora JPercy comes into the room this 
evening and makes u dish of tea^for the boys and 
myself; and so you may go and tell Madame Duval, 
I will have no more of her impertinent jargon, and no 
less ridiculous excuses. What does lady Anstincourt 
moan by attempting to make the daughter of lord 
Percy a female pedant ? Heaven preserve me front 
seeing Theodora a petticoat philosopher/’ — At this 
"moment lady Theodora entered the room; she wel- 
comed Adolphus and his cousins to the priory with the 
most unaftected cordiality ^ and shook hands wTth eagli 
of them without one atom of that conscious superiority 
oC rank and fortune which makes tiio possessor both 
odious and contemptible, as it betrays a contracted 
mind ; and is as often the cfiecl of an ilf-dirccted edu- 
cation, as the ofispring^f a corrupted heart. 

8o Theodora,” cried Sir Mildred, thou hast 
escaped child from thy persecuting argus, and like a 
bird flmvn from thveage to brcaithc of the sweets of 
liberty. Come, sit down and talk to these boys, they 
have b*^en anxious to see you I assure you, and ever 
‘'ince they arrived fhey have talked of nothing else; 
bid notv you are come you see they are dumb. Zoundsi 
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Avlieii 1 wai< a boy, 1 would have kissed :i pretty girl 
it* ail the great-grandfittliera and gftjjU-grandniotliers in 
the world had been present.” ^ * 

Notw'ithstanding thfs ve0" encouraging addres^^ of 
Sir Sfildred, neither Adolphus nor Iiis cousins durst 
avail themselves of his kind invitation to Salute lady 
Theodora, wlioi^e fair cheek was tinged with Idushes 
of (he deepest dye ; while aii air of inode^y Avhich w^aa 
peculiar to her kept her silent nearly the whole of the 
evening. 

Whatever Edmund Austincpurt thought of the 
improved beauty and accompUsluuciits of the young 
heiress could not 1)e surmised, for he preserved a 
profound silence while the volubility of his bi*otber 
Frederic, never ceased in her praise. — She would be 
a divine ireature’’ cried he, ‘"if there Avas a little more 
vofher, and slie was not so confoundly shy, but as I 
said before, Theodora is rich unci Wants nothing more 
to set her off in the eyes of the world, but thfe bags of * 
money which her father Avill leave her solo mistress of 
and cupse me, matrimony is such a bitter piii, that 
by the lord it requires something SAve4?t, to make It go 
down, does it not? my grave cousin Walsingham.” 

“ As you please,” replied Adolphus, “ scarcely at- 
tending to his 'remark, for in truth, the thoughts of the. 
Orphan Boy were employed a very different sub- 
ject, and that was his future destiny in life; he was no 
longer a child he reflected, nor ought he to expect 
that his uncle, worthy as he was, would take from his 
own children their inheritance to give to him, neither 
bad he passed by unregarded the cold looks which lady 
Attstincourt and her daughters sometimes cast upon 
Min, opr the oblique hints which they as frequently 
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threw, out on his orplvan state ; more than once bis 
feelings had sulferedrfmm the petulant warmth bis 
cousin Fredcric’sJLernporj at the same moment that he 
received a balsam to the wo^lid, by* the unvaried 
sweetness and gentle manners of Edmund, for whose 
sake he would have endured much greater tauiitSj^ w 
he sincerely felt for him the aiSbetion he so truly 
merited. An^his mind was occupied with these reflect" 
tions on the sceoiul day after his arrival at the priory^^ 
ho found his spirits at intervals so greatly depressed, 
that he could not join with cheerfulness in their ac- 
customed amusenionls ; had he knoivn however that 
his dejection would have been perceifed, he would Iiayo 
exerted every effort in his j)ower to have concealed 
the I'cal situation of his mind frpni all human ol>serva- 
tion, and more especially from hi? undo, whom of late 
he often remarked gazing at Iiiiu till an unconscious 
tear would start from his eyes; ancl once Adolphus 
lieard t!ve almo.ft inarticulate sentence of ^^'poor Isa- 
pronounced by him with indescribable emotion, 
and as ho took leave of him for the night, he^felt his 
hand da p l)is w ith more w armth than he could, re- 
member from the period of his infancy. Adolphus^* 
cried be. '\l have appointed to-morrow to be set apart 
for the examination of your studies, and though, I 
doubt not but you Iiuve ^jeen sedulously attentive to 
every branch of your education, yet I must find it such 
ki6 will befit you for the more rational and active part 
of life. I design you for a Gentleman and a scholar, 
but a honciait man, which last title 1 hope to confer on 
you to the latest hour of my existence — at tw^elve 
o’clock to morrow jou must meet me in my study, 
where, also, I will appoint Frederic and Edniunid;. 
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yoa have a strange world to encounter with, and I fear 
feom the. resemblance you bear \o your mother, you 
t^rry with you also that too nice* sensative feeliiig 
which must ever ex [4ke delicate mind to the rude 
ceuaures of the vulgar and the iiiiterate, you niust 
shat your heart to tlhis intruder my boy, or you will 
iufeilibly err against common Kcnse, which you will 
find a 'ifioet necessary ingredient in the*' sum total of 
jdl worldy happiness.’^ Adolphus pressed the hand 
wfaith was held out to him with reverential regard; 
but notwithstanding Sir Mildred’s injunctions, Adol- 
phus could not chide bach tear which had fallen 
towards the conclusion of the speech he had ad- 
dressed to him. 

In youth’s high season life prescnits an unvaried 
landscape of blooming verdure, and strong indeed 
must be those impressions which can alter its com- 
plexion or change its glowing tints to scenes of sickly 
hue, and though Sir Mildred had nof communicated 
his intentions for what he designed him, yet that he 
would probably do so the very next morning was 
sufficiently a subject of contemptadou for to keep 
Adolphus wide awake the wiiole of the night, and as 
he now occupied a separate apartment from that of 
his cousins, he put on his clothes as soon as the dawn 
appeared, and found himself pearly lost in the middle 
of Sir Mildred’s park, when his attention was directed 
towards a copse so thickly shaded that its windings were 
unpervious to the sunny rays, or gleaming moon, but 
from which he could plainly distinguish the sound of 
alow', soft, and murmcring voice, evidently that of a 
female, and which was often iutearupted by one loud 
and impetuous, and to which Adolphus was no 
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stranger^ for it was^that of Frederic Austincourt; 
lie moved with as much alacrtfy as possible from a 
spot he now considered sacr^* — For if” cried 
Adolphus, curiosity be inherent in the human heart, 
why not honour, w^hich is also its •inmate, have equal 
influence over our sensations? again the voice of 
the female whose tones be could not help jbncying 
were familiar to his ear, broke out but with stronger 
emphasis than ever into low murmurs, as it seemed of* 
tender reproach, which were answered by her com- 
panion at e^ery sentence with a loud laugh, and a 
passionate exclamation sitnfleion^** 

Adolphus now instantly quitted the side of the copse 
with a hind of lurking inclination about him, to obtain 
a glance of the fair incognita, with whom {Tredcric 
was conversing, but to his great relief he found a 
blush of shame rising on his cheek, and he walked with-. 
out intermission ^till he was within ten yardss of Sir 
Mildred’s plantations before he coidd recover his* 
self possession. — Ah! curiosity, cried he,” I have 
for once got the better of thee, for tempting as thou 
art, thou canst never vanquish honour, in whose, 
white livery I neither w'ill betray myself, nor meanly 
pry into the secrets of another. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 


Adolphus tound hll parties had assembled in ilid 
bi^ehk&st room but his cousin Frederic and lady Theo- 
dora Percy. Surely*’ thought he, ‘Mhe unseen 
^female, with whom Frederic was conversing:, could 
neverhave been the delicate Ihlle Theodora; he scorned 
the Suggestion from the extreme timidity of her char- 
acter, yet he knew hot v.hy, tlie sOnsaticin which thfe 
verj^ suggestion sfarted into his mind, made him very 
Uneasy, and ho beheld Theodora, w ho presently joined 
them with the most unaffected and unembarassed man- 
ner, take her place at the table with perhaps less plea- 
sure than he had ever seen her before.-— But wdiy lie 
did feel so, was if question which at this period Adol- 
phus forgot to ask lilmself. It was n»t till the second 
*cup had been handed round, that Frederic made his 
appearunce, but he w as in high spirits and talked w ith 
Ins usual volubility, while the toast and the butter 
Was done ample justice to in the exercise of his appetite. 

— ‘^Good moruing to your nightcap,” cried Sir 
Mildred, ^Svhy Frederic thou hast slept wel l niy boy, 
we have w aited near an for you from our udial 

repast, and an apology is at least due to the only young 
lady who at present graces our table.” 

O lady Theodora is so good humoured that I 
grn persuaded she ivill easily pardon an omission 
which w as by no incans intentional,” said Frederic. 

Theodora receiveii this apology^with a smile, but at 
the same moment w ith a look so archly directed towairds 
him, that lu> cheek flushed with crimson, and Adolphus 
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agiun thought of the ^opse with increasing iiiqtaetude^ 
he knew not what tb think, or Vhat to sttnnise, for 
he was beginning to susp^t that Theodora possessed a 
spark of coquetry hi het^disposition, which in all 
females he dCv^pised. 

Edmund wits grave, and Adolphus thought tndre 
pensive than usual, and his dlientions to lady Theo- 
dora, though perfectly respectful, seenied constrained, 
w'hile Frederic stationed at her elbow, at every sen-* 
tence uttered a compliment to her pi*aise, even where 
it was by nOi means necessary ; but how far Theodora 
herself received this unmeaning adulation with satisiac- 
tion could not be devilled, as the little conversation she 
held with Frederic Austincourt, was polite and affable, 
Init nothing more, she was never familiar wijh any of 
them : indeed, sometimes, Adolphus imagined that when 
her looks were directed towards him, rfie was more thiui 
usually reserved^ and cold.— Ah !** thought he, ^‘ the 
children of poverty are seldom singled out to meet 
the cordial smile, or made to feel the genial warmth 
of friendship. Theodora is rich, and Adolphus is pooa: 
already has she learned the gross distinction between 
poverty and affluence, and yet so early to embibe such 
. mercenary principles, ’tis strange ! but why strange— 
reflected Adolphus*— her is lady Austincourt. 

From these reflections, cfttainly not much in fiivor of 
the young heiress, he was roused by a summons from his 
uncles and bis heart underwent a change of sensations 
as new as they were pleasing. 

^^My Uncle,'’ exclaimed Adolphus, my W'orthy 
uncle, in meeting thee I do indeed behold the only 
friend 1 possess in fliis wide expanse of earthly hap- 
piness. Thou art notmercenary,— no,— Thouarttlie 
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^enoral Triieiidl of humanity friand, alaa! the only 
friend of the orphan Boy. 

. Adolphus eptered Sir Mildred’s skidy wift a conn- 
tenhitce in which mighthaveheen traced each movement 
of his heart; that heart now throbbed with gratitude, 
lie was i^ne, and scarce had tiie appellation of dear 
boy escap^l his lips, when Adolphi^ burst into a tor- 
rent of tearsi. Sir Mildi-ed was aflected, and holding 
v>ut his hand tdiwai-ds him with his accustomed kind- 
ness, ho exclaimed, — “why Adolphus, this is ijpt well 
dome to catch me in one of iny rainy day humours, 
with a free like D^n Quixote. Why ' what is the mat- 
ter boy, and what art whimpering for ? “ dost want a 
top to ^in ora rocking horse to ride on. “I want 
Bothifig Sir,” replied Adolfdiiis, endeavotiritig', to get 
the better of his emotions, which he feared had 
hitherto displeased him, what can I want? your kind- 
ness leaves me not a wish ungratified; your boun^' 
supplies me with every thing. 1 have no thought 
that m not connected with my gratitude towards you, 
apd your approbation is the .proudest' aim of my am- 
bition. “ Well, well,” cried' Sir Mildred, bnnhid|^ 
away a tear which had stolen a march on him, for he 
seemed to smile with mirthitul good humour, “I will 
have no more of this 1 promise yout 1 verily believe 
you are a good youth ; let \hat eulBIce, when 1 tell 
jou it is ray istmttion to provide Jbr you handsomely. 
1 shall send you to college #ito your cousins, and 
though my eldest son, will at my decease, most na- 
timalty and undoubtedly becomw my heir, yet you shall 
possess an inheritance wbcdly indepeadant of him or 
■ his brother, in which, *1 shall odl rank you inferior 
with the rest of my cbii^hmt^ wtdle. yen ranain at col- 
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lege your remittaaoe i^ill be on an equal |»r wKh 
Fredkric asd Ednfiind, -wbenayonr ' rtudteR slHdl be 
coaiplptcd) we b'illtben -talk oflintbc^ldaas, and Ibe 
choke of profeflBton) wfakh shaffl nltkaataly be lo 
your own dedsion^” 

At this most nofale^and dismtofeoted proof 4>f Kr 
Mildred’s generosity, Addphas becaow eo alfeded, 
that on seefng his cousins enter tiw atady, he was 
obliged to retire tor a few inonients, in order to mpr 
press feelings, df wht^ though he bad no caase to be 
ashamed, ypt he would wilUi^y hide from tibe obser> 
vation of bisexccllent uncle, for wh^ he felt a venera* 
tion approaching alaiost to a celestial being. 

Frederic Anstincourt, who had no profession to 
embrace, had nothing in contemplation but to moto ill 
the easy sphere of a modem boe gentleman,* who was 
one day to inherit his father’s titlq and possesmoto, 
held but a short couferenee with Kr Mildred, Native 
to the management of his future studies, for he was 
by nature gay, volatile, thoughtless, vain, add indoUpf, 
amd the flinall progress he had made in his efluca^Mt 
was indeed superficial when compared with the en> 
lightened mkid and improved accomplishments of Ids 
brother Edmund, whose rational turn of disposition 
and gentle manners disposed him for the church, for 
which nature had likewiSe emiacptly formed him. His 
person being maidiy and gracufiti, his voice dear und 
harinontous, and the expeesskm of bis coiMfenance 
divHiely beautiful. No sooner bad Edamnd <£8cloae4 
to his father his intention of wishing to take Imdy 
orders, than a loud laugh of derision burst feom the 
lips cifbiB ironical brotiictr. 

^Otd 1 itot^ always pnsfdiesy Adof^us,” cried be, 
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^:|faat fjdffinuid would lie a^parson ? moat neverend 
jihrioe ! wbsA yoa ialte bcdy or^re do adnut me oiie 
^ yowr «e(%i«gatioB^ ioaiy life oa’* 'ihe very first ser- 
Aoa you preach wiU be fpr the r^ormation of the 
wonis of your iacoirigible brother. A look more se* 
veie. thae eaer Aidolpbtts could jeaiember iuhis wlicde 
Ufe, aow ^ot firom the e^of Sir MHdredL^v 
- Refimeatioa to your m^als, ^Mr. l^Wd^ic Aus* 
diecourt,^’ oriedbe, 1 hope sir, yoor morals^ not 
standia need of reformation at piesent ; when they do, 
you have a father who may iK>t chase to. f pare you, or 
sufier you to escape from reprehension, however light 
you may think on the subject of your raillery.” Fre- 
diOTc, if ho felt not bis father’s just reproof, looked 
abashed evmi to confusion, but with his usual non> 
chalence'he replied : ^f dn my soul I meant no ofience 
Sir,, not any 1 assure you, only when 1 looked in 
Edmund’s grace Yon looked in the face of 

your brother,” added Sir Mildred, *^and a brother ih 
most proper object you cpn thing of mailing 
0#aa • fit subject for your ridicule; in future, 1 hope 
you will be more cautious, lest you give an Oifence I 
shall not so easily pardon.’’ — With these words Sir 
Mildred walked gravely out of his study, leaving 
Adolphus and Ins cousins to follow as they pleased. 
Frederic, though he bit his ll^ts and ‘reddened a little' 
with Tesation .'in the presence of h'i-s father, now 
burfit.put into an imiuoderate fit of laugliter, declaring 
that what he bad uttered waaw monstrous good joke, 
and that.<^the old boy need not have kicked up such a 
dost about it. 

. “Fmr let me die,” oried be, if <1 could halp laugh-t 
^l^-at the idea ttf seeing Edmund inount the pulpit. 
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to tbe view ef all the couiilry jcwAios, finniiera fiit 
wives, and starched &U tBia<dH, M :tfae neighhodtluM^ 
of jLeioestersliire.* Zminds and llie devil t now I Andt 
of it, he may stand a cfavtce of making a coaqnest 
there,* as well as any where else. ^ There will be sach 
turning up of the whites of eyes, sach ligiungs^ uhI 
such groaniugs, and so many ah's and Oh’s wlMli tim 
cleric cries Amen, that after he has preaclMid threw* 
times in the parish efaureh, who knows but he nmy 
lead some pimis spinster' to the hymeneal altar three 
wedis afterwards? bql^by all that is lovely and be> 
witching, I’"* off” continued F^deric, on tihe 
wiiig like a skylark, iw there is lady Theodora gone 
to water her dowers, die fairest of which,, doeS ned 
look half so blooming as bmeelf,— sweet little soul^ 
u'hat an innocent she is. * 

“ You surely do not take lady Th^dorafcNr a food^'' 
cried’£darand, ‘^uo,” answered Frederic, with a Isbri 
of half sneer, she is smisible enough for a wonfaK*.-* 
I demit like women to be too sensible, it wont do^ir' 
but I must talk her out of this ronontie passiem jbr 
flowers. Zounds, now 1 think of it, I should bate a wife 
always boring one to death about the healing balsam 
of a plant, or the colour of h carnation, let me but 
see that colour mount to her cheeks, and the spaikling 
lustre in her eyes, and l^care not for any other acccmi- 
plishment : so 1 am off to iitth| Theoddra, to hoax her 
out of her whimsical employment. A yfenng wcMnan 
might be much worse employe*^ do you -not think so 
Edmund,” cried Adtdphus, as he leaned hi# arm pen- 
sively on the chair, which Frederic had quitted. ' 

“ Chr ;|ui old woman either,” answered Edmund, 
for tteyaeveg cease to talk of scandal, emtdemn^ 
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ip^Uhoft «nc spoilt of lenky ki« very iuIUes of 
they titwiw^ves ha v« been, guilty ivhen equally young 
•B^ ^oog^tless, with periiaps not liblf so guoda lieafft 
toexcuee tirem to it.” 

: ‘‘ JUi Edmund!” cried Adolphus, “ we must not 
ct^peci to tod many such chamcters as Camilla Gran- 
d|iM% who is in herself blameless, but is diaritahle 
to tiie {eeiings of her own sex : were every old maid 
.itof, surely the shafts ofridicule would hot be pointed 
«t,dhe whole comraiuHty ; and men, if they cannot love 
would le^n to treat tbeai with ,ye^ped.” , 

Edmond Austiiicoiirt'fl sentiments aud those of bis 
cousin were to the most part congenial, and aa he 
Bsseeted very .cordiidly -to those which Ado^diua had 
list <^resaed, they strolled arm in arm together 
ro|ndl<’th% plantation of the Priory ; and on tiieir return 
ddthajj^omre met by an old, -hut of late a very unto:- 
Innflit^ tenmit of Mildred’s, whom lady Austineourt 
hadn tWdvemmith before caused to be*tunied out of his 
little tom, and to the relief of whe^ distressed .fomily 
iat^ Theodora had so generoudy contributed. Adol- 
ftosalways hdkl a respectful deference towards age, 
eeipeiekdly when mistohune and calamity added to the 
catoogue of its misfortunes. 

The ddest'daughto of tormer Boaeb^ry hnd from 
a ^Id been brought xgi in tHe service of lady Austtn- 
cewrt, and was perhaps^ torn the edneation which her 
la^^rdu]) had given her, to superter to her humble 
agtoklf^ which, she was taught to fo^ and to expe- 
rience every hotir hi the capacity of lady’s maid to the 
Miss Austincoturte; who, while they invented every 
iqwcies of U| humour to tormenhher, envied her the 
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RoA^rry was eminently ^fted; W hoe «id feaai 
being exquisitely lovely. This lady Awrtincourt very 
soon discerned, and for this very cause, ji^ ber fomli 
observation as much as she possibly could in 
priory'. Notwithstanding her ladyship's precaution 
however, Fanny Roseherry was sometimes seen ; add 
once seen, her beauty became the general topic of 
conversation with ail the younggentlemen who vhdted 
the Priory ; and with none more tlmii with Fredeirto* 
Austinicourt himself. Frequently when his mothcnr 
was out of hemrtng Imd Adolphus heard him dedare, 
that Fanny Rotebeny was a girl qpite Miited to Ids 
taste; and conclude his eulogiom in a style of sucli 
warm admiration, as often made Adolphus surmise 
would at one period or other prove disadvantageous to 
her situation, if not dangerous to her repose.* Whmi 
former Roseherry therefore infora^pd EdlhiHNl aiSl 
Adolphus that he had the good fortune to he 
stated again* in his farm, to which was also adddd dnU. 
hunfosrd acres more of laad, and that by the Afod: 
inlrrcession of Mr. Frederic Austincourt, AAolphgS 
could not help exchanging looks with Edmund, which 
they interpreted in silence; and both now trerabied 
fur the happiness of the beautHhl, young, and as thi^ 
then thought, the innocent Fanny. 

The day following, th^ hkheito Utile and agreeable 
party were interrupted by themrrival of lUdy Ansthi- 
court and her now highly-finidked daughters ; when 
we say finished, it is to be preemmed that they were 
completely finmhed, for more eoidd not be done nor 
added to remder them foshioMble fine ladies. It was 
very plain also to be perceived that, the return of the 
lovely Fanny added ia no, incon^dNrabie degree to the 
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enjoymeats and fine animated spirit?? of Mr. Frodei i<* 
Austinconrt, who, iinder pretence of in lus< 

sisters’ dressii^^ rooms, had now fooiiiany and frequent 
opportunities of both seeing* Fanny and coiwersing' 
with Jier : what advcaiitages be took of these dppor- 
lufiities will be seen in the course of this liistory. 

That there was an alteration in the Miss Austin- 
courts since their visit to London could not reasonably 
denied, for Miss Georgina was more disgusting, bj 
* a display of arrogance which was insiiirerable, and 
Miss Man anno more ridiculouBdlmn ever by an afiec- 
iation which was exerted on the most trilling occasion, 
and which her masculine jx'rsoii by no means lessened 
Jier complexion never good was now heightened by a 
mask of deep rouge, very unfavorable to the expression' 
of her large black staring eyes. Miss Austincourt, 
thougpb^^e did not rouge so highly an her Bister, added 
to ller sallow cheeks a quantity of white paint, which 
sometimes made her look ghastly : but as site had a 
predilection for being thought a slecq^ing beauty (her 
eyes wliich w ere of a light grey having a dull, heavy, 
and vapid expression), she natumlly conceived it 
would give a languisliing delicacy to her sickly and 
inanimate countenance* So the white rone and the 
red rose now vied with each other which should con- 
quer most, the one by insipidity, and the other by 
disgusting flippancy. Miss Grandison, to finish the 
gi*oup, appeared like herself, the g<x)d-humoured pic- 
ture of pleasant eccentricity ; wounding the feelings of 
no one; dignified in her own sentiments; and yet 
adhering to her own opinions without departing from 
good manners. 

Whatever lady Austincourt thought of the improve- 
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nient of her darlii^ Frederic, she at this moment ivas 
pleased to do justice to her f oungest son, whom she 
declared was a perfect Adonis.— And Adolphus 
Walsingham too,” said she, as she glanced coldly 
towards him) : why the boy is grown out of my know- 
ledge ; — but bless me Sir Mildred, what ha\'e yoiidone 
with lady Theodora? why do I not find her here in 
the drawing room to welcome my return home ?” 

That is a question you must ask yourself,” replied 
Sir Mildred, for upon niy life your ladyship left such 
hard restrictions tif be imposed on her that, bad 1 
permitted them to have been pu4 in force, the poor 
girl would by this time have been as white as a turnip 
and as thin as a weasel, instead of looking as you shall 
now presently sec, blooming as a little JHebe, and 
elastic as one of my young fawns.” 

Upon rny w'ord Sir Mildred, ”«answered her lady- 
ship, you wguld spoil the finest system of education 
in the world by your excessive indulgence ; lady The- 
odora is not her own mistress you will recollect; and 
it is by no means proper that a girl like her should 
have too much liberty,” 

“ Oh mama! spare your eloquence,” drawled out 
Miss Georgina w itli her eyes half shut, ‘‘ for noting 
human will ever make Theodora forget her gothic 
ignorance.” 

And pray Miss Austincourt,” cried Sir Mildred, 
highly displeased with the rancour and envy which his 
daughter had betrayed, What do you know about her 
gothic ignorance as you are pleased to style it ? You 
forget that you are now talking of the daughter of the 
earl of Percy,— who is without exception, at this 
moment, the most lovely and accomplished young lady 

G 
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1 ever behold. Would to heaven I had such a'dan^hter 
as the sweet and interesting Tijcodorsf ! 

Miss Oeorgitfti was now completely silenced ; and 
lady Austincourt looked remarkably ill natiired at 
Sir Mildred ; but she dould do no more ; she dared not 
contradict his opinion respecting the merits of lady 
Theodora Percy: besides she had anothe*" inoti\'e for 
being completely dumb — she hoped one day or other to 
call Theodora the wife of her beloved Frederic; and 
to have found &ult with Theodora would have been 
bad policy. Miss Maryauue however, whd for sooie 
cause or other was*a much greater favorite with li« 
father than her sister, and who had always envied tlie 
superior attractions of the little heiress, now exclaimed. 

— “ Well I never beheld any creature in my life 
so ill cut out for a woman of title as Theodora ; say 
what yon like papa", you cannot deny that, —and Miss 
Maryanne played with the deep lace that shaded, but 
by no means covered, her bosom. 

“ What nonsense” cried Frederic, “ lady Theodora 
is a charming creature, you know she is ; and if yon 
say much more Maryan ue, I shall only suspect you 
of envy — remember that — you had better hold your 
tongue.” 

“ You are a saucy jacka^mpes,” retorted Miss 
Muryanne and bit her lips; while Sir Mildred enjoyed 
a hearty laugh not much to the satisfaction of lady 
Austincourt, who uttered with some asperity~“ Fre- 
deric my dear, 1 beg you will not be rude to your 
sister because your fetber has just now thought proper 
to be unnecessarily severe ; — as to lady Theodora, she 
is quite a child— a mere baby. — 

“ She is t|}e prettiest l»by then t ever briheld in my 
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existence/' cried Frederic^ now a^ost laughing in his 
mother’s fece. — 

And every<>ody knows that on account of her very 
large fortune,” continued lady Austincourt, “ that she 
has been quite spoiled by the excessive indulgence of 
her father.” 

Had I sucli a fortune, 1 am sure,” cried Miss 
Maryanne,**^ that my papa should never spoil me.” 

No iny dear, I left that for your mother to do lopg 
ago,” said Sir Mildred. 

You are insuffqjrably rude,” retorted lady Austin- 
court, ‘‘ is not S^jF,^ldred now, my dear Miss Gran- 
dison ? 

Not for speaking a truth lady Austincourt,” an- 
swered Miss GraiuUson, who added, notwithstanding 
Miss Maryamie’s pouting looks, and that is as plain 
a truth as ever I heard uttered.”— 

Miss Grandisoii then adopted her favorite plan of 
quietly taking* the first candlestick she could in 
her way and walking off to !)ed. . Wliile the Miss 
Austincourts almost expiring with fatiguef as they 
termed it, from the last stage; in which, they had 
travelled at a snail’s gallop, wrapt up in scarlet 
pelisses lined wdth swan’s down, in an elegant covered 
Imrouche, ordered white wine whey to be immediately 
prepared, with a botttfe of hartshorn drops to keep 
them from fainting during the operation of undressing, 
before they resigned themselves to the arms of Mor- 
pheus. 

And 1” cried lady Austincourt, must positively 
go and lecture lady Theodora ^fore 1 go to deep, 
or she will forget dier first lesson in the morning”.— 
And her ladyship left the room, first kissing the eledk 
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of her darling Frederic, while she nodded a cold good 
night to the rest of the ffcirty. — And I/' said Frederic 
mimicking his i^^other without ceremony, must go 
with the groom to the stables «and look at my Nancy, 
or she will forget her 4irst lesson in the morning 
and away went Frederic. 

Very pleasantly settled upon my soul,” cried Sir 
Mildf^ deliberately taking a pinch of siiufl’, and 
n6w young gentlemen (turning to Adolphus and Ed- 
mund), what may your pleasure be before you go 
to sleep ? 

To wish you a very good night sir,” answered 
Adolphus and Edmund at the same moment. 

Sir Mildred smiled.~‘^ The very best thing I can 
do then,” said he, will be to read an essay on the 
trial of patience” — And they all three repaired to 
their respective apartments. 


CHAPTER VIIL 


It was soon after the family of Sir Mildred Austin- 
court had retired to rest, and long before the morning 
had began to dawn, when Adolphus awoke with a 
sensation in his throat approaching nearly to suffoca- 
tion ; and thougl^ie could" not discern the slightest 
glimmering of light in his chamber, yet there was 
a smell of smoke and sulpher that seemed to issue from 
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the windows which overpowered him ; and tlirowin^ 
his clothes about him in the best manner he could, he 
removed the bars fr<?m the casement and beheld, to his 
utter terror and amazement, •flames bursting from the 
interior part of the groom's chambers, which were 
immediately adjoining the magnificent stabling that 
Sir Mildred had lately built for the more easy accom* 
modation of himself and friends during the term 
of tlie hunting season ; those w^hich formerly belonged 
to the priory l>eing stationed at too great a distance 
from )iou£^. Adolphus had not one moment to 
reflet l on the cause of this so suddeji conflagration, 
for Edmund, who slept in a chamber adjoining to his, 
and who iiad been roused from his sleep with similar 
sensation-- to those of his cousin's, now called on his 
name in an agony of fright. Adolphus scrambled to 
him in the dark, and assisting him Jo throw on his 
clothes, afti*r having awakened Frederic, they both 
proceeded together into the great hall, where with all 
the strength they could muster they rang the alarm 
Hell, wdiose loud peal of terror instantaneously rbused^ 
(he domestics, and created fear and consternation in 
Mie breasts of the w hole family . 

Adolphus flew to the door of his uncle's chamber, 
assuring him that, the danger would be small if imme- 
diately attended to. Sir Mildred instantly arose, and 
giving every necessary order, hastened to sooth and 
cal)ii the apprehensions of his wife and daughters, 
alternately bestowing his attention and care on them 
and lady Theodora. But lady Austincourt absolutely 
screamed w ith terror ; and Georgina and Mary^ne 
who were huddled together in their night clothes, now 
crept to the bedchamber of their alarmed mother^ 
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squalling, and dinging to lu>r arms, which could ill 
support their weight. — “ Oli: where, where is my 
Fnederic?” cried lady Auatiticouic, ‘Vcruel boy, not to 
come to his distracted mpther.” — In this manner lady 
Austincourt continued to ra ve and talk, till ^ Mildred 
out of aU patience exclaimed — Helen, I am ashamed 
of your weakness ; what have you more to fear for 
Frederic than the rest of yoiw children ?” 

Oh ! Frederic is my darling, roared out lady Austin- 
eourt to the still greatei* displeasure of Sir Mildred, 
and he sarcastically observed. — 

Your darling is gone then to try if he cannot save 
has favorite Nancy fi'om the flames. You see Helen, 
he is more anxious for the preservation of his A&od 
mare, than alarmed for the safety of the whole? (amily.” 

Sir Mildred had uttered tacts. Frederic had Jumped 
from his bed the moment he learned the catastrophe, 
VLpd without considering that the life of a human being 
might be in danger, thought only w hat assistance he 
could render the firemen in the stable. 

Sounds and the devil !” cried lie, I would not 

« 

lose Nancy for the best puck of iiounds that Sir Mil- 
dred could give me! so work away my hearties ; save 
Nancy, and let the bonfire blaae ! 

The bonfire did blaze, till it reached a most alarm* 
iug height ; and, iiotwiihstnudiiig the utmost exertions 
of the firemen, it was rapidly approaching towards 
the eaat wing of the Priory, part of the groom’s cbaiii- 
ber having already fallen in with a dreadful crash ; 
and the general consternation w hich tliis occasioned 
be^me dreadful. The flames increasing each moment. 
The ringing of bells, the cries of the frightened 
females^ and the terror that prevailed even in the 
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breasts of the firemen, /endered the Priory one 
of general confiisioij ; and, for fiifther safety, it was 
even now thought necessary to remove evvy valuable 
within the repositorj" of the •stone chapel, belonging 
to the Priory, in a long gallery of which chapel hung 
the rich and magnificent paintings of Sir Mildred’s 
noble ancestors, which had been handed down from 
generation to generation, till they became ihe pro- 
perty of the present possessor. To this gallery was 
likewise added a spacious saloon fitted tip in a gothic 
style, and to this salooiT it was presently determined 
that the whole family should repair, a» the moat com- 
modious and convenient place of safrtj^ ; but scarcely 
had th('y all assembled in this consecrated spot, Sir 
Mildred A ustiiicoiirt, lady Austincourt, her daughters, 
and two sons Frederic and Eduitind, the former of 
whom rejoiced that he had succeeded in pladog 
Nancy l>c}ond thp reach of danger. When every 
individual of the family aiid belonging to the Priory 
were present, and as thi^ fancied in perfect secimty, 
Lady Theodora, who was stationed w ith Fanny Aosc- 
berry near one of the gothic windows, iti pensive can- 
icinplation of the scene around her, uttered a sudden 
and piercing shriek ! Adolphus flew towards her, and 
beheld from the windows the cause of her almost 
involuntary cry of horror, ft was \ywti of the east wing 
of tlie Priory enveloped in one complete blliite ; and 
in the agitation of the spirits of Adolphus, he did not 
till this moment recollect that the apartments which 
Miss Grandison had occupied were situated in this 
ejuarter.. The same reflection now darted across iJbe 
mind of Theodora, and she exclaimed with an in- 
describable expression of mental agony, Oh 
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GrandisiNi, dear good Miss Grandisoo, what will 
become of her? she will perish in the iames, 1 am 
sure she yill ! yonder is her "chamber ! Almighty 
Powers ! will nobody fly to save her !” 

^ “ Ob, Miss Gfandison !” was now repeated from 
every mouth. 

“ Oh Camilla Grandison,” exclaimed Lady Austiii- 
court, wringing her hands. “ Dear Camilla Grand!- 
dison, 1 'diall never behold you more.” 

“ 1 will give five hundred pounds reward,” cried 
Sir Mildred, looking round cto his nuumerous domes- 
tics that flockml together in the chapel, to that brave 
tbllow who will step forward in this hour of peril to 
save the life of that worthy woman !" 

“ And 1 would give all I am worth in the world ; 
though I were left the poorest beggar,” uttered the 
sweet and conqpassionate Theodora, sobbing as ^ her 
heart would break. 

“ My sweet miss and noble master the attempt 
would be useless,” cried the boldest of the firemen. 
“ Ifshe has slept on any chamber of the east wing, I 
am sorry to say it is by this time pretty nigh demo- 
lished. I care not for life — a man can die but once ; 
but to throw it away without any service is but poor 
work, as a body may say.” 

“ God of heaven ! musf she then be left to perish,” 
cried Sir Mildred, “ amidst devouring flames^ wliile 
her friends, the wretched spectators of her fate, dare 
not stretch forth a band to save her ?” 

Not for my soul’s eternal peace will Adolphus 
Wabingham stand by and see Miss Grandison perish,” 

> cried Adolphus, rushing irolu the side of Lady 
Theodora, and presenting himself before his uncle. 
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Mf life i»iodeed,” he exclwniedj-" of litde v^iie, 
bttt- it weaM' be lefw'wme M no* sow exerted in the 
ca&w of such goodneis asnd humanity^ t^ele. I % 
aave or perish with Miss Qrandison^” 

The scene &ded before the 9ght of the Orpfatdt 
Boy. It was in vain that Sir Mildred and hishdoved 
Edmund cautioned him to desist^ and while with one 
eflwt of deteriniiied resolution he filing from their 
oulstretehed amis^ the next monient beheld him pre^ 
cipitaled into the burning ftames, that now threatened 
destroetion oon every* side to all beneath its direfiil 
inflnence. Adolphus saw nothings Jie heard nothing, 
save the agonized cry which had burst from the li|m 
of Theodora ; and he flew, unconscious of the scorck^^ 
ing flames that every where opposed his entrance, and 
reached^ in the midst of sulphur and of smoke, the 
staircase leading to the passage wlych communicated 
with the npartmeiits of Miss Grandison ; but, to his 
inexpressible agony and luHrror, found that he could 
proceed no flirther, as he expected instant annykila* 
tion, from the huge columns of smoke which^enoopi- 
passed him, and completely frustrating every effort that 
be then conld make of saving the unfortunate victim 
of inevitable calamity. He uttered an exclamation of 
horror ; his senses wore bewildered ; and hopelessly 
rushing from a spot wliich every moment promised 
death, he was preparing to retrace his^iray back, 
when a fliint moan arrested his attention ; it seemed 
to breathe the voice of an expiring sufierer ; and 
though he could not distinguish from whence it pro- 
ceeded, yet Adolphus judged it to be no othmr* than 
the voice of poor Miss Grandison, who having 
fi^om her clmmber at the beginning of the fire, had 

H 
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grofiei hex Tray into some puMage^ iiunt^ tiowigb 
iemnr, and wa« iion*'«»|»rii»f m> the eridst of thisi 
dveadfol coidh^pn-tioiii •' Ado^pln* find not « nnoiBent 

Tiftoot on a tbeoght ' so, ;ahochkl|f)y tecrifie, and 
Tlilelr hErrowed very «oul ; ibr as he gave an 

mviedtinlary motion ' witbo bis rig^ loot against the 
jiannol of a tkior through wbieh' iie was obliged to 
pass, his left nested oil sometbiag rolled beneath 
k. He Btfiipped^hia ipi^ped fi>r braaih'-rhe gripped 
with his hands ttnrards it>>-k mts a imman form that 
his hands eneinded— it was CanuUa Oraadison ! 

AKv«l”*'excIajmed Adolphus, “ Alive! Oh 1 if yet 
alive, Camilla Grandismi, 1 may save thee ]” 
te Ado^hns knew D<k what he did ; he knew not wba$ 
he uttered, only that he held Miss ^randtson in his 
arms V and as he bore her with the rapHity of light* 
ning from the surrounding flaaies, he fids the pidsatiQB • 
of her heart beat against his, and his joy was too great 
for utterance. He heeded not the scorching heat 
whicb oppressed him, and was now nearly overpower- 
ing Um*; nor parted with his charge till he i^eigoed 
her to the arms of Sir Mildred and Lady Austincourt ! 

One shout of general acclamation and of joy burst 
from the lips of the surrounding speetat4M*s ; and 
thou^ not insensible of the valuable gem thatibe bad 
^esmrved at the hazard of &is own existence yet 
was Ad^Hbus covered with confusitui, wbmt the 
oldest aaH most practiccdof the firemen declared that 
he had achieved one of the most daring and perilous 
actions they ever remembered to have been dmse in 
the wh<de course of their expmieace, while tears of 
nUpturous affection and coagratidation <Aased each 
down the Gux of the excellent Sir Mildred. ; 
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actions of Miss Ontadms^ whck openii^; her eyM ia 
thE moment of Ser; is^llectnu^ fixed them on ^ 
countmuinee of fibe Orphan B^y with the ^expressioii 
of a sen^. She bet^oned Adt^lffiitis towards herons 
dhe reclined on the arm of Lady Auifineoart, and 
while torrents of teue fidl over her fiice^ she took hold 
of his hand, ^ [Mpessed it to her hemrt, Irat idle was 
silmit; a look more fidl ef meaaii^ than vediiinea 
could have spoken beiiip directed tOwardahim ; and 
had a million of .inte^Hwten been present, they eOuld 
not have' conveyed to him more ihr^iidy the sentiment 
of gratitude fiowiug from a soul like Camilla Gran* 
dison’s. ; 

Adolphus was now sitting between Sir Mildred and 
Edmund, sufiering such intense pain from* his ri|d>t 
arm, which he reprehended wa^ scorched by the 
flames^ that the anguish was intolerable i but he knew 
not that it was discoverable in the expression of Us 
countenance, till Theodmw started from her seat; die 
addressed some words towards him, but sbtf was so 
tremulous that lie could not understand their meaning 
until she took olf the white veil in which she had 
wrapped herself and approached Mim Grandison. 

“ Oh 1 dearest Madam,” cried she, “ that you are 
safe, and, here amongst us, how 1 rejoice ; but your 
preserver!” 

The lips of Theodora fimltered, she trenibled, and 
her cheeks were covered with blnsbes of the deqmst 
soirlet ; all attention was now directed towards her 
with curious enquiry ; but notwitiudanding their Jodcs 
she continued — 
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“But your preserver, Madam, has .not escaped 
unhurt/’ 

JLady Theodora said no more; she resumed her 
seat, threw her veil over her face, and while all now 
pressed around Adolphus to know what injury he had 
received, and what assistance could be ottered, this 
feeling fascinating girl would not hazard an oilier look 
towards the object of her compassionate solicitude. 

“ She has done her duty,” said Adolphus f<i him- 
self; “ the notice of which was common to hiiitiunity ; 
what more ought Adolphus AYalsiiighain to expect 
from the wealthy lieiress of lord Percy ? w hat more ? 
>vhy nothing/’ cric'd Adoljjhus, jiiisworing himself the 
intrusive cpiestion. 

Adolphus knew' not how' it was, howexer, that he 
was haunted on his pillow xvith tbi* blush that had 
crimsoned Theodora’s cheek, and the lips w hich had 
asked assistance for the wounded arm. “ Ah, ’ 
thought he, “ if this fire lasts it w ill consume me. 
Time shall give a balsam to heal the wounded arm ; 
but what can administer a balm to heal a wounded 
heart V' 



TflE TEST OF INNOCENCE. ^ 


61 


CIIAPTKR IX. 


The morning utter this eventhii, and ever-to-lje 
reniemberofl, ; a ni^lit, which it is believed 

marked th<* destiny of the Orphan Boy for the space 
of many succeeding years, presented a scene of confu- 
sion and devastation not easily to be described : it, 
could only be felt, and felt it was by the excellent Sir 
Mildred Aiujtiiiconrt, ,\vith the patience and fortitude 
of a Christian and a man, thou«:h not with the stoicism 
of the phi loso[)lior. lie c<»uld not behold the once 
magnificent and splendid mansion of his noble ances- 
tors nearly U‘vellt‘d w ith the ground without evincing 
the most deep and heartfelt concern. All the house- 
hold furniture, together with some of the finest horse> 
w hich liad been thi’ most material sufferers by the fire, 
were complettdy destroyed. Likewise the most part 
of the rich and expensive ornaments and wearing 
apparel of the whole family : including tlie prcYe*rty of 
Miss (Irandison, and the wardrobe of lady Theodora 
JVrey. 

The })late and jewels only were preserved : yet, 
tliough tliv>c w ere considerations highly consolatory 
to lady Austincourl aitd her daughters in the first 
moment of tht ir composure, they began deeply to 
deplore the loss of their precious and most favorite 
ornaments, w hich had been so lately imported from the 
gay metropolis. Miss Maryaniie however comforted 
herself w ith the reflection, and w hispering in the ear 
of her sister observed that, their pa {)a was rich enough 
to buy them more.— 



TUI! onrii w Kov, on 




“■ lie ifi my dearest loves/’ ref)eated lady Aus- 

tincourf in an ecstaoy, “ and you shall hotli have 
diamond crescents at the very next assembly.” 

This sentence was pronounced so audibly that it 
reached the ear of Sir INIildred when tlie nintability of 
all human affairs wholly occupied hi^ mind in the 
great and recent loss he had experienced ; and never 
had lady Austinconrt beheld him so angry with his 
idaughters. — “ Ridiculous girls/' uttered Sir Mildred, 
and you, lady Austinconrt, their more ridiculous 
mother, thus to encourage tluxr preposterous vanity. 
You provoke Helen : provoke me to speak un- 
pleasing truths. Perish the empty baubles they have 
lost ! — and with my own consent they never shall be 
replaced till they have learned to estimate the true 
value of all worldly riches — the inestimable treasure 
wdiich lies in the possession of a feeling heart/’ 

This was a point on which lady Austiiicourt dared 
not dissent from the strict avowed principles of her 
husband ; and she thought proper to vary the subject 
by adverting to lady Theodora.—^* How' fortunate my 
love,” cried she, that only yesterday you should have 
consigned your jewels to my care — the invaluable 
casket which your father presented you with when 
you quitted Germany : I should have l>een incon- 
solable for their loss ; would* not you my sweet The- 
odora?” 

They were my mother’s, and for that reason were 
most precious to me,” replied Theodora, but bad I 
lost this jewel wdiich I prize more than all the world, 
the loss would indeed have been to me irreparable. — 
So saying, lady Theodora unfastened the gold chain 
which was suspended from her lovely bosom and pre- 
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Konted to liidy Austincoiirt the portrait of her father. 

It is excessively like his lordship/' said lady 
Austincoiirt. hut positively not half so handsome. 
So really Tlieodora you would .sooner have parted with 
your jewels than have suflered a separation from this 
little bit ol* ivory : well I protest that is saying a great 
deal : but you art a most eccentric girl,— is not sJie 
Miss fJrandisoii ? 

So eccentric that, I believe you wdll not find her 
lei low among the list of fashionable young ladies/’ 
replied ^liss .(irandistm, who glanced a look towards 
Iad> ’I'h(*()(lora expressive of her wannest approbation ; 
while she threw one on Miss Georgina and Maryaniie 
w hicb by no means accorded w ith the present sensations 
of their < rafty mother. 

It was now uniformly agreed that the futitre resi- 
dence of the Austincoiirt family should be at Wooburn 
\'alley. a beautiful litlle estate, which at the demise of 
lady (ieorgina Austincoiirt had become the property 
of Sir Mildred, (this lady being his great aunt) even 
b<*fore lie had atlaine'd the age of twenty-one ; •and it 
liadever been llie favorite retreat of his ancestors; and 
w as particularly endirared to Sir Mildred by its ha\ ing 
also been the chosen place of retirement of his mother : 
in whose sequestered and tranquil shades, his beloved 
sister, the long lamented Isabella, w as born. ^Vooburn 
Valley therefore possessed a magnetic influence over 
the feelings of 8ir Mildred, and in this spot he deter- 
mined to reside till the Priory could be got forward in 
a state of repair fit for the reception of the family ; and 
though lady Austincoiirt had strenuously opposed it, 
bcingmiich too solitary and remote from the metropolis, 
yet she could not carry her point; and all the delights 
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of a second presentation, and the gay festivities of 
Cavendish Square ^vere necessarily obliged to be 
delayed, to the coinplet<‘ chagrin and mortification of 
the Miss Austincourts. , 

In a few days after, they arrived at Woobiirn Valley ; 
which indeed presented a scene of the most picturew|ue 
beauty, being seated at the declivity of a sloping hill 
whose sides were abundantly supplied with lt>liage of 
the most li^oly description; at the bottom of n Inch ran 
a small lake, whose n at(‘r appeared composed of the 
finest crystal ; and over which.dUe variofrated flow ors 
of the blooming spring had already spread their softest 
lustre : nor did Adolphus ever forget the sensation 
that efl'ected aJid nearly overpowered his feelings on 
his first beholding this enchanting and beloved retreat 
of his uncle’s ancestors ; rendered so sacred to him by 
its being also the birth-place of his mother. 

Ah! thought Adolphus, as he rested his eyes on 
some beautiful ivy which crept round the body of an 
aged oak, liere once did the youthful and lovely Isabella 
commune with her gentle thoughts; graceful as the 
eglantine that entwines yon bower, and sweet as 
the wild rose that grew^ beneatli her hand. And 
an involuntary sigh that such a being no longtT 
existed, sprung from his bosom at a moment when he 
thought he should have escaped from observation, but 
he found the eyes of liis uncle w\n'e fixed upon him 
with an emotion of tenderness he did not attempt U> 
conceal, while, as he leaned on his arm, in treinulous 
accents, he alfectionately pronounced, dear Imy ! in 
these shades lived and grew almost to womanhood 
your dear loved mother ; methinks in each sofl whisper 
of the breeze I hear her gentle voice, and see her 
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aeriel form in the shadow of these trees ! Yes Adol- 
phus, Isabella was au angel, to Vhose resemblance of 
mental graces and personal loveliness#! cannot even 
now compare but one earthly female w'hom 1* have 
€‘ver seen !” 

Would to Heaven I could behold that woman 
who resembles my mother !” exclaimed Adolphus, 
with an energy he could not suppress. Ah ! with 
what sacred veneration should I approach her !’’ 

‘‘It is well you had not said love,” cried Sir Mil- 
dred, kK)kiag at his Nephew with keen penetration, 
for the woman I mean is no other than lady Theodora 
Percy ! 

It is impossible to describe the thrilling ecstasy 
which at this moment stole over the senses and 
throbbed at the heart of the Orphan Boy. 

“ Indeed, Sir,” cried Adolphus, does lady Theo- 
dora so strong! V resemble my mother?” 

“ So much so,” replied Sir Mildred, “ that when 
Theodora speaks I could almost believe it to be the 
voice of Isabella ; and the smile which dimples Theo- 
dora's cheek, is the identical one of my gentle sister’s. 
You will doubtless therefore Adolphus,”* continued 
Sir Mildred with an arch smile, “ feel a respect for 
IdAy Theodora, because — ” 

“ Sir Mildred stopped, for he had not till this 
moment appeared to be sensible of the expression of 
the countenance of the confused and trembling Adol- 
phus, who uiiw'illing to betray an emotion w hich lan- 
guage could not have been adequate to reveal, sud- 
denly replied — 

“ Oh ! yes Sir ! I shall alw^ays respect Lady Theo- 
dora, because — ” 


1 
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Bait poor Adolphus, for Uic.sonl of him, cmild 
not gei nnother word out of liis mopth, and he looked 
like a fo< 1 w!:< n his run ic uttered — 

Because what, Adolphus 

localise she sO strongly rescunbles niy mother, 
Sir, said he, and wondcrinp^'how this simple word 
should have so overwhelmed him with confusion as to 
cover his face with burning blushes, he esraoed from 
Sir Mildred to avoid an explanation. 


CHAPTER S:. 


That actions the most pure, amd motives the most 
benevolent, may be perverted by the false construc- 
t'ons which others choose to place upon tliem, is a 
lamentable truth which it is impossible to deny ; and 
Adolphus was doomed to find this observation truly 
verified in the conduct of Lady Austincourl and his 
cousins ; Edmund, the noble hearted Edmund, alone 
excepted ; in having been accessary to the preserva- 
tion of one individual in the family, he had now^ fallen 
in the estimation of the whole, attributing his conduct 
to motives of self-interest, and to principles which ft! 
soul revolted at and his judgment condemned ; nor 
was it till some days after his^^rivat Woobum 
Valley, that Adolphus was 1to account ifor the 
cncrcased coldness of Lady Austincourt towards^MI 
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and the petulant display of ill-humour in his cousins, 
who on every occasion attemplal to wound his feel- 
injvs by sarcasuA the most pointed and severe. 
Frederic was scarcely civil, to liini, and when a larg*e 
party was expected to dinner at the A alley, for the 
express purpose of paying a farewell compliment to 
tlie son and heir, lie took an opportunity of picking a 
quarrel with ^dolplius in the most unhandsome and 
iingcntlemanlike nranner, to all of which he replied, 
not a word till Frederic saluted him with the appella- 
tion ol'“ beggarly ri\ih\ and tlicn no longer able to 
endure such tornmts of insolent ^)revarication, he 
indignantly (xclaimed — 

Hold Mr. Austincouii ! another word and you 
may repent of your petulance.’' 

What," retorted Frederic, “am I thfeatened, 
and bv you 

“ Not so, Frederic,” cried Adolphus, You arc 
well aware tliul I could not, would not fight yon. 
The son of my uncle, the child of my benefactor is 
sacred to me ; and 1 would as soon level a pfctol at 
niY own breast as at yours. But 1 am no coward, 
you know Frederic that I am not ; it is therefore 
mean and unmanly of you to take advantage of my 
situation, and most ungenerous of you thus to wound 
my feelings. But pray, ’’•continued Adolphus, “ what 
part of my conduct has draw n upon me your unmerited 
abuse? lii what can Adolphus Walsingham be con- 
sidered the rival of Mr. Frederic A ustinconrt ?” 

A blush of conscious reproof tinged the cheeks of 
Frederic as he replied — 

Have you not \o^ me the interest of Miss Grandi- 
soii ? and do you not now , at this moment, stand forth 
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the insolent pretender to* the hand and fortune of lady 
Theodora Percy ?” • 

Pretend ,to the hand and fortune of l^ady 
Theodora Percy ?” exclaimed Adolphus, while a 
tremulous agitation pervaded his whole frame. 

Your insinuation is false, Sir, and your assertion 
w ithout truth or justice. My conduct to Lady Theo- 
dora Percy has been uniformly such, us I would adopt 
•to her whole sex, and with Miss Graiidisoii perish the 
mercenary principles you have branded me with, in 
the which I did but the duty of a man. J saved Miss 
Grandison from /consuming fire, but it was the inter- 
position of Heaven alone that guided my hand : how^* 
ever, Sir, that worthy woman wdll acquit me that in 
the attempt 1 had no sinister desig-n ; and your own 
heart I am sure will Frederic, if that heart yet retains 
one spark of generosity or candour ; and be assured that 
though I feel greatly wounded by your unjust suspi- 
cions, yet your petulance nor your rudeness shall 
neither tempt me to retaliate, nor your uiikindness 
pjrovoke me to lift my hand against the son of my 
benefactor/’ 

With these words, which Adolphus had uttered 
with collected firmness, he left Frederic to his own 
reflections, and in a state of mind by no moans 
enviable, entered his own apartment to make some 
alteration in his dress, as it was near the hour of 
dinner-time, and many of the expectant visitants had 
already arrived. 

The windows of his chamber were so situated as to 
command a perspective view of the enchanting scenery 
that surrounded the valley, and • as he contemplated 
with pensive enthusiasm nature’s beautiful variety^ 
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which was dispensed even to the humblest floweret 
of the shade, be involuntary sigtied at the arrogance 
and ingratitude of man ; that, in no sitiyition, though 
blessed with nature's bounteous gifts, will acknow^ 
ledge himself satisfied with the lot in which his stars 
liave placed him. And surely, thought Adolphus, 
there in a fatality in human nature which cannot soar 
above the mercenary views of this world, in which 
they have not power of remaining a moment longer ' 
than a superior destiny decrees, yet they carry on an 
existence in oppressing the oppressed, and wounding 
the feelings of the too nicely sensitivv^, when they un- 
fortunately do not possess the gifts of bloated affluence. 

As Adolphus ruminated on the conduct of Frederic 
Auslincourt, he felt himself perplexed and embar- 
rassed, as he could in no way account for his so sudden 
and unprecedented behaviour tow^arcte him. It is true 
that ever since the memorable night of the dreadful 
conflagration at the Priory, Miss Grandison had 
honoured him with the most distinguished marks of 
her regard and approbation, after testifying her un- 
bounded gratitude, by shedding tears whenever she 
named him as the preserver of her life, w liich parti- 
cular notice, and the further hints she threw out, that 
it was her intention to bequeath Adolphus Walsing- 
liam at her demise an indepeiidancy, served as fuel tg 
the fire already raging in the bosom of Lady Austin- 
court, and for ever stamped that invincible dislike 
towards the poor Orphan Boy, which even in 
his infant years had failed to make any impres- 
sion of kindness on her unrelenting disposition. 
Already did she behold in Adolphus the barrier 
to her long projected plan of possessing the whole 
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of the property of Miss Grandison ; and already was 
lie considered by her ladyship tlie upstart iiittshrooni 
(hat was to level her blossoms to the ground. For 
this accusation of oflenca, however unmerited, he 
could therefore in spme measure account. But liaily 
Theodora Percy, exclaimed Adolphus, who dares to 
accuse me of having sinister designs on J^ady Theo- 
dora r what demon of revenge has conjured up this in 
' the mind of Lady Austincoiirt and her family, that 1 
should thus be loaded with opprobrium and contempt? 
I aspire to the hand of Theodoea ? Oh 1, I am not so 
vain and so arrogant as to hope that 1 could poss<Nss a 
place in her remembrance. 

Notwithstanding, however, the modesty (»f Adol- 
phus, tliat he could bo nothing in tlie ('stimation of 
Lady Tficodora Percy, yet the thrilling recollection of 
his wounded arnv having once l)een an object of atten- 
tion to her, fascinated his senses, and stole on his 
imagination like the sweet south breathing from a 
bank of violets/’ and he mournfully exclaimed — 

, Ctu ! w liy should 1 hesitate to acknow U*dge that 
so ciichaiiiing a creature is worthy the homage and 
love of all fiiankindl Yes, Theodora I 1 too could 
worship, though I dare not pay my vow s ; yet, wert 
thou the daugbterof a peasant, humble and unporlionod 
like myself, and Adolphus XValsingham the son of a 
monarch, proud should 1 lie to share my glory and 
my wealth with thee, sweet maid ! 

During these reflections the object which liad 
engaged the greatest part of them appeared, and from 
her dress Adolphus concluded she was only just re- 
turned from a inorixing^s ramble. * She held a covercvl 
basket on lier arm, the contents of which, she seemed 
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particularly anxious ^(o hide from ob5;ervation ; and 
with a lighter step than usual she tripped across the 
lawn, hardly seeming, from her gossamer movements, 
to crush the parti-colourc^diittle daisy, and the yellow 
huttercup with which the grass had already becoirio 
diversified. She was met at the end of* the lawn by 
Frederic. Aus^incourt who attempted to join her in 
conversation ; but saluting him with a cold and distant 
courtesy, she ran into the house. 

Adolphus was illnatured enough to feel a triumphant 
joy at an incident which could in no way concern him. 
Hut he was not masterofhis Irelings^which the unex- 
pected sight of the lovely and interestinir Theodora 
had greatly tended to agitate; and having taken up 
sevtM'al volumes that \a^ scattered on tin* table, he at 
every opening prge, could see, nor read nothing, but 
fh<» iinmo of Theodora. So, thougl.t Adolphus, it is 
liigh tinu* to slH|t the f>ook : and with a countenance 
which cotild ill conceal the agitation of his raind. he 
prej>art'd to enter the drawing room of his uncle, in 
w hich w'(‘re as.sembled persons of the first rank, nobi^ 
lity, and fashion : and amongst others, soon after his 
entrance, Adolphus discovered the blooming daughters 
of Sir Robert Montgomery, whom he accosted w itii 
ifce most respectful cn^jitjtry after their health since he 
bad last the pleasure of beholding them at the priory. 
Adolphus w^as answered by Miss Montgomery with 
tliat elegant good breeding which alw'ayii distinguishes 
a gentlewoman ; and w ith Iter sister the lovely Julia, 
he soon entered into a conversation ofthe most rational 
and pleasing kind ; in which they were presently joined 
by Edmund Austincourt, who never appeared more 
lively^ or animated ; and among many other topics 
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%Thich were introduced, the dreadful cataHtrophe which 
had occurred at the ‘ Priory became the subject. By 
choice Adolphus would have remained wholly silent, 
till Miss Montgomery approached him, and tapping 
him on the shouldenexclaimed,— And is it really true 
Mr. Walsinghain what is reported of you ? but first of 
all let me assure you, I am in no way inclined to 
doubt that you actually stepped forth in the midst of 
the fire regardless of your own danger to save Miss 
Grandison ? 

“ I do not think, Madam, replied Adolphus, in some 
embarrassment, this speech had drawn the attention 
of the whole company, that it is in the pow^r of any 
one human l>eing to save the life of another. Miss 
Grandison's life was in the peculiar care of Provi- 
dence ; there w'as no merit due to me, nor will ] 
receive the praise which so justly belongs to another. 

Another ?” exclaimed Miss Montgomery. 

“ Yes, Madam, to Lady Theodora Percy,'' cried 
Adolphus, whose entreaty to fly to the assistance of 
Aliss Grandison was instinctively obeyed ; and though 
true it is that I bore her in iny arms to a place of 
safely, yet it was the voice of lady Theodora that 
warned us of her danger.” 

Though Adolphus had not the least intention ^ 
gaining the smallest apprf>!iation by relating a flimple 
fact, yet he was hailed on all .sides, and in conjunctioii 
with La|ty^ Theodora Percy, as the saviour of Miss 
Grandison, who called them her dear children in the 
midst of the whole assembly. And while I^dy Austin- 
court in vain stifled a rage which every moment was 
growing stronger; and Frederic* could scarcely conceal 
the envy of his disposition, Adolphus beheld with keen 
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T<;rrel, and a n»ortifi(«'i<ion lie Iiacl lu vor !Mt befoir, s* 
inorr ropellaiit coUinrss in tV.c nunin? rs oriaciv TlifH>- 
dora (hail evrr (O’aard iiin. \i hirli ho atttiinilf d to the 
j)rivilci;e lie liad availed fiiinseif of, by Iiaviag' uieu- 
tioned 1:<T name ; but fiovvever huT t and pained, as he 
felt himj^eJr at Jier condiirl, yel he was neither hum- 
bled nor abaslwd, for tlio proud consciousness of having 
actrd ri*rht siijiported him ; ho therefore assumed a 
gaiety in lii?* manner which seemed more to surprise 
than to alTecl her, ami when the dancing of the even- 
ing commendfed, Ik? soficited the hand of the younger 
Miss Montgomery, which was grantefl to him with the 
most unaflected sweetness. 

Fur the first and sr?cond S(‘t, and tlien/’ cried she 
Mr. Walsingham nou will have the goodness to 
resign me, for positively I am engaged after that for 
tlie reinaindcT of the evening to o>n* 

As she said this Adolphus took her hand and led 
her to the ball-room, softly addressing her as he went. 

‘•Ami so 1 am to resign yon, sweet JuHa/\cried 
he, ‘‘ but pray who is my happj rival?” • 

One who has a prior claim to this fair hand, have 
not 1 Miss Julia?” softly ojarulated Edmund Austin- 
courl, who instantly presented himselfbefore them, and 
seizing the disengagiHl Ijaiul of Julia Montgomerv, 
carried if to liis lips nith a warmth wdiich he thought 
warranted ftiore than the familiarity of a slight 
acqtiainlaiice, and which never liaving seen him do 
before, perfi'ctly asionished ri:i(! eorik>umled Adolphus; 
the more when, turning round to behold tiie eflect 
which thi:> little j^itve of gallantry had upon the lady, 
he perceived la r to i*r ■.',i“t.dned w ith blu^^Jies. 
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nhik* her soft blue eves expressed every sentinieiit but 
displeasure. 

So then’^ thought Adolphus thou art caught 
Edmund in the trammels of the littlt* blind deity ; l)ut 
it is not Theodora fiiat has led thee to the snare.” 

What cause Adolpluis hiul to be rejoiced at tlii> 
discovery lie knew not, but certain it is that his gaiety, 
which was before assumiHU was now natural, and 1 h» 
entered into the spirit of the festive danco^ not onl\ 
with a conviction that Julia Montgomery was by hi- 
side, but with a consciousness that Edmund Auslln- 
coiirt was not thf' lover, as he once surmised, oi' Ead\ 
Theodora Percy. 


( HAPTER XI. 


W'lien Adoljdms resignt*d the hand of his fait 
partner to his cousin Edmund, he did not fee] any ol 
tho-e sensations of regret or mollification which he 
liould havtMwperii nced, bad that hand been the hand 
of Theodora, for whom lu^ was apjireheflsive he had 
ronccMved a sentiment that wal likely to undermine 
I liat repose w'hicli had hitherto been sweet and Iran- 
fjuil as sleeping innocence, and the* more distant that 
Ibrluiie Iiad placed her above liis hopes, the more 
lyraiinic was tlic inlluence she possessed over hi» 
feeliii:;-. A thousand times, as her sylph-like form 
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floated across his iiiiag-inatioii, di<l he wish that poverty 
had been the lot of^ this sweet, iiiiiid. Ah ! then, 
thouj^Jit Adolphus* Theodora thou wouldsl have been 
iny e(|ual : poor, like luyself, 1 would Imve aspired to 
the blessinj? of tliy hand, and more proud than 
monarchs, would have hailed the treasure of thy love 
tlir :^reatest i^ift that Heaven could bestow ! 

/Vdolphus jflTiuced with some of the ))rettiest girls in 
file room, certainly whose charms to appearance far 
eulbhone I'lieodora, but as he r(‘st(‘ I bis eyes on the 
ever varying countenance of the fascinating little 
heiress, he thought no liurnan being ever half so fair ; 
}( t fair Theodora was not ; but tlie intelligent sweet- 
ness that beamed in her dark eyes, exprosscr^ each sen- 
timent of a soul uliich nature seemed to have created, 
wlien she Avas in a mind to please ; and no c*\e could 

ludiold lier work without pleasure, no heart but throb 

*■ • 

< ouvuUiv t’lN a? !i(‘r touch. 

Frederic iunl been tlie happy hero of the evening, 
and liad oiitaiued the hand of Theodora for every suc- 
ceeding (lance, but as the eyes of Adolphus cautiously 
glanced toAvards her, as Frederic triumphantly led her 
ibrtli, h(* could clearly jierceive that neither pleasure 
n(»r inclination reigned in her features, and that cT cold 
listless ceremony, agreeable to the precise - rms of 
1asliiona])le etitpielte, huM alone induced her to give 
Itim her hand ; once too he caught lier eyes straying 
foAvards his partner in the dance with an expression 
♦ liat thrilled to his very soul, for it was too much like 
the sentiment of a passion, without which /n/c /ore 
neA er yt'l existed. Tow ards the conchision of the last 
she appeared so dispirited and fatigued by the 
f \eiiions of the evening, that she even solicited per- 
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missioti to retire. This entreaty Adolphus overheard 
in a trhisper to YdAy Austincourt by the flighty 
Maryaniie, who bursting into a horse laugh, added to 
her sweet mamma, in her vsiial strain — 

‘‘ Do let tlie riiljciilous gothic creature enjoy her 
own whims, Mamma, and then my brother Frederic 
will be at liberty to choose a partner more agreeable to 
his taste, for Theodora is really enough to give one a 
• fit of the vapours ; shall i go uiici tell her, Ma, that she 
may brush as soon as she pleases ? and a good riddance 
to her I say.” < 

Yes,” cried^ lady Austincourt peevishly, “ but 
have a care child that \oii do not say any thing to 
often d her; you know she is n:i heiress, and is rich 
enough to portion out llie whole family if she pleases.” 

Marvanue ptmted, but could not advance a 
5;inglc word agi^uist so weighty an argument ; she 
therefore approached Theodora uilh a sort of jbreed 
Complucency, which seemed to sa\- I luid much rather 
not be civil to you if I could in any way avoid it, so 
drawltng out — 

Mamma says,” lady Theodora, you may please 
yAursclf, but thinks it quite cruel of you to desert my 
brother in the middle of ojie of his most favourite 
dances, which is ‘ ylrahtlla^' you know' ; yet 1 sup- 
pose, according to custoiii, t/nu nfusf hair f/our way ; 
and at the coiiclusion of tliis very polite and consola- 
tory speed*, Miss MarNannc tript off to the odier side 
of the room, and Adolphus beheld lady Theodora a 
few minutes afterwards, accompanied by the eldest 
Miss Montgomery, disappear. Adolphus knew' not 
by ^vhat fatality he was led, from ‘the most irresistible 
ithpulse 6f curiosity to converse with Theodora, as he 
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conceived, for the last time, and he slowly followed 
her receding footfiteps, till he heard her pronounce the 
kijjdest adieu to Miss Montgomery ; and then he sta- 
tioned himself at the end of the avenue through which 
he knew she was obliged to pass, employed as it were 
in searching for something he had lost, which, in fiict, 
might justly he estimated the truth. He had lost the 
treasurer of a peaceful heart, and it could no where he 
l‘oiirid hut in the possession of her who had uncon- 
sciously stol»‘n it. 

With a trepidation ^vhicli nearly mastered bis feel- 
ings, lu? heard the light step tJiat announced her 
approach, but v. hat was his surprise, his astonishment^ 
a ad confusion, when he heard her pronounce “ Adol- 
phus Walsinghani” in the most heaven-breathing 
accents. He would have given worlds at that moment 
to have become invisible ; hut she soon observed him 
in the attitude of an attentive listener., and not giving 
him time to utter a single sentence, darted through 
the avenue with the rapidity of lightning t 

‘‘ Good God ! thonglit Adolphus, woman •is the 
fctrangest problem in existence, why did she pronounce 
my name at all ? or if with such emotion* why in one 
luoroont afterwards with such disdain avoid me ?’’ 

Not being able to account for such caprice, Adol- 
phus sought once more The gay scene he bad quitted, 
the festivity of which no longer atfordedhim pleasure* 
In sight of Tlieodora his soul had bounded with elasti- 
city, and he beheld without regret the entertainments 
of the evening conclude, and the gay assemblage of 
company depart in their respective carriages, without 
breathing the most -latent wish or curiosity that they 
wottlcl ever bestow a thought on him ; or feeling the 
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snialloftt nmbilioii to become a cliaracter in llie ia^iliion- 
able school of notcirij^ly. 

^ As lie retired to his own cli.'imber,' his mind dwcllin*** 
painfully on ^the events of the day, he accidentally 
encountered Fanny Roseberry, who having; seen tin* 
Miss Austinconrts carefully disposed of in the arms of 
Morpheus, was quietly retreating to licr on 11 chamber, 
but seeing: Adolphus she suddenly stopped, and curt- 
seying respectfully, timidly enquired, if (he day fol- 
lowing was fixed for the departure of himself and his 
cousins from tJie valley ? ^ 

As she made this eiujiiiry with a degree of anxii'ty 
and a peculiar earncstijess Adolphus was not pre- 
pared for, he immediately directed liis eyes towards 
her, satisfying her in the point about which she seemed 
so solicitous ; but he became transfixed to the sj>ot to 
perceive that Fanny was nearly in a state of in^(‘nsi- 
bility, a sudden expression of grief and horror crossing 
her countenance, while her quivering lips partook of 
the most ashy paleness ! 

Gkood God, Miss Roseberry,” said Adolphus, 
aitempting to support her, you are exceeding!) ill, 
what has thus alarmed and agitated you ? let me run 
and procure you some assistance 

Assistance ? no\ ihv the universe,” she feebly 
articulated, as her head rested on Ids shoulder, “ yon 
are very good Mr. Walsingham. But not for w orlds 

must you bestow a thought on one so so so 

very wretclied !” 

She proceeded no farther ! a flood of tears season- 
ably came to her relief, and at the very moment that 
Fanny w as in the act of disengaging herpcdf from the 
arms of Adolphu^. which for a lew moments had 
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wholly supported hery Frederic ^ustincourt rushed in 
between them. 

Fanny here,” cried he, and you Adolphus WqI* 
slug^luiin, at this late hour ? what can this mean ? but 
the meaning is plain, and I have only to apologize for 
being an intruder. 

As Fanny at his approach instantly retreated, Add- 
plms found liiniself alone with Frederic, and as he 
hesitated not a nu>m<Mit to inforni him of the cause 
which had reduced Fanny Roseberry to the sitiiatioii 
in wliich he fiad beheld her. lie was astonished to find 
his hand seized, not with the firm grasp, as he then 
exjH'Cleil, of a jealous madman, but to his utter 
astonishment and equal amazement, pressed w ith the 
venial warmth and alfection of a friend! 


CHAPTER XII. 


Aihdpluis could not possibly define the expression 
wliii li s\o\r over the countenance of Frederic Austin* 
court at the departure of Fanny Roseberry ; much 
less was he able to account for tlie warm pressure of 
that hand he had so lately thought it contamination to 
touch : but he w as ever of a forgiving nature, and more 
iiappv to be reconciled to one whom he considerecL 
bound to him by the tics of nature, than to be at vari- 
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ance with him. When Frederic therefor^ requc»<od 
that he would sacrifice an hour’s, repose and retire 
witU him to His own chamber, havin« somelhin^, as hv 
said, to communicate of a most pad iciilar nature, in 
the which he could very materially serve him by 
advice and condolence, he (fid not liesihite to coniidy ; 
though it was not without some surprii^e ihat lie per- 
ceived he cantiously barred and double locked the 
door on his entrance to his apartment, and tlieii ha> in^* 
seated himselt* exactly opposite to Adtdphus, he bf"g;an 
Uie followinfr discourse, which 1 k^ delivered in a 
fftrain that, at oitce spoke a penitence s>incere ; and he 
felt himself compavS.sioiiatcd towards him when, burst- 
ing* into tears, he confessed hiniself to be a villiati: — 
the worst of villiaiis ! greatly shocked and agitated by 
language so little o\pec((*d, Adolphus conjured him to 
explain himself; when lie instantly dropped on his 
knees, from which p(»sitioii he would not move till he 
unguardedly dre^v from him a solemn and sacred 
promise that, neither laws human, nor divine, should 
Compel him to betray the confidence he w as about to 
repose in him. — 

Swear, Wal si ngharii,*’ cried he earnestly, swear/’ 

By the honor of a man,” replied Adolphus. 

That is not sufficient,” eged the agitated Frederic, 
you must swear by your souPs ele-'iia! happiness," 
and he seized the hand of Adolphus witli a w ildnes> 
that alai ined and distressed him while he (mtpbatically 
pronounced,—- By rny soul's eternal happiness 1 
swear never to reveal your secret; — be calm I conjure 
you dearest Frederic and explain this myrdcry.” 

“ It is for you,” cried he “ to be calm, who have 
never l>cen guilty of the crime, the comaiission of 
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which, while it slaiiiys me ihe most hardened villain 
ill existence, haiirUs my pillow, w^th the bitterest 
remorse, iiiul leaves me the most miseraSle wTetch in 
creation ! 

Oh! Walsin^^ham ! you ar^liot the seducer of 
female innocence ; — you are not the destroyer of a 
beauteous, fond, confiding girl ! — but that villain 
am 1.” 

Aimiglity Powers ! forbid,” cried Adolphus, while 
cold drops of perspiration covered his face. 

It is eveu*so, iny cousin,” rejoined Frederic, the 
honor of Fanny Iloseberry has falleif a victim to my 
licentious passion.” — 

Accustomed as Adolphus had been from a child to 
the well-known gallantry of Freii(u*ic’s disposition, he 
had not an idea that he carried it be) ond a certain 
boundary ; but to find biin confessing himself guilty of 
a crime, w hich he.ctmcei\ed to be (he most heinous in 
human nature, so comph'tely shocked and overpowered 
his feeling that, he remained for many minutes jnea- 
pable oi' uttering a single sentence either of censure,* 
or condolence. xVt length mustering up all the resolu- 
tion lie was able, lie addressed him in the following 
Wiirds: — 

Frederic, let those tujly without faults condemn ; 
it is not my business to pain )our pre^^ent ft^elings by 
the additional pangs of reproach : all 1 have to do in 
this unhap])) and most unfortunate affair is, to offer 
you that advice w hich is the oi;ly necessary duty of a 
true and sincere friend ; and w hich. were you the 
brother of my heart, 1 should wish you speedily to 
follow : — need 1 tell you there is now' but one act of 
your whole life that can in any way atone for the 
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cniehx you luivo practisi il, i»r lir ortcrod as a rc'paration 
due to the imhaj^py girl you !ui\e Uetrayed.” 

Xaine K, ’ cried Frecteric, instantly tell me 
xvhat reparation yon can intenil,— what atonement yon 
can make, — and one hairoT iny fortune, I will 

clieerfully dispel. cc with it to poor Fanny.” 

'*• Since I have not spoken so eh*arl’? as siiHieit'ntl v 
to be understood,” repJit'd Adoiplius, •* in my mind 
there is no reparation can lx* imuii to the womait wlio-« 
sj>otloss lioiHU' a man lias nmtaminaled but tin* iUit 
in plain terms, yon have seduced Fanny Ro-eih rr\ : 
and in plain terms, yon ought to marry Fanny Ro^-t - 
berry.” 

Frederic recoiled a tew paces from th(‘ place uh(‘n 
he was sitting. 

1 marry Fanny Roselx'rrv.” uttered he, •* why 
surely cousin Walsingiiam fhoti art now bereft of th\ 
senses : — I, Frederic Aiistincoiirt, the heir apparent 
of an ancient family, the son of a baronet marrv the 
daug;liter of one of my tenants !” 

'• Frederic,” answered Adolphfi-, you >honld have 
considered tliat ; and recolhnied that you wen* the ‘‘on 
of a baronet, or the heir apparent to an ancient and 
honorable family before you Irntrayed the daughter of 
one of your tenants: nor in my opinion has f lie com- 
mission of that act any thing to do h itii your being the 
son of a baronet; unless, like many other noblemens' 
sons, it is your pridi* to disgrace the armorial bearings 
whicli your ancestors have* worn without a blush.” 

With these concluding words Adolphus would have 
bade Frederic good night, but he intreated that lie 
would not just then leave him to his ow'n unhappy 
reflections ; assuring him, that he would consider on 
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tlic terms lie lind propciscfl for the luippiness of the 
iiijurocl Fiiimy, whoiif he deciarec^thal he still passion- 
ately loved. — TBat is,” ( tied he, «'tssiirnin{^ a ^ay(‘r 
lone, /e/ Tchnt she h \oii kiH)\v : hut wTien 1 think of 

'Theodora, the divine Tln^odora 

(.)n the subject of lady Theod#ra Pen v, the lips of 
Adolphtis were sc'ided in sileiieo : and Frederic not 
rarin«: that he* should express seutiuients on a point so 
delicattdv tender, suflered him to withdraw ; which he 
was the more williiig^ to do from an oppression at his 
lu‘artwhicli l;e (eh ^nsl^)portaI)le ; for notw ithstandinfif 
the contrition w ith wdneh Frederic had at first disclosed 
the nature of his olTimce, he afterwards discovered a 
le\ it\ by no means accordiiifr with trne jienitence ; and 
he had extorted from him a vow^ of so binding; a nature, 
and so sacr(*(l a p’ im ipb*, that no man oflionor under 
anv circumstances u !iatt‘\er was at liberty to reveal, 
the issue of >^ }iic!i be trembled to lltiiik of. For that 
Frederic would never marry the injured Fanny he was 
well convinced : but that In* should now dare to think 
himsell’w ortliN of the hand of lady Theodora, aj^pearecl 
to Adolphus an aliVonterv of whicli he thouii'ht no man 
capable after departing from the fixed rule of honor 
and integrity that exists t(» bind us to tin* soul of the 
gentle being it is our duty to protect. Alas 1 thought 
Adolphus, how many iftit coiilent with transgressing 
such sacred laws, boast of the trimnpli they have ob- 
tained over the victims of their seduction : and more 
than ev(’r he compassionated tin* 'iil nation of Fanny 
Roseberry. The tears, the agonizing tears that w ould 
be shed by her aged father and mother, whose grey 
hairs she would •bring with sorrow to the grave. 
Hapless Fanny! thought Adolphus, wert thou the 
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only victim of man’s deception, thy fall would be a just 
example for thy erf duUiy : but thousands like thee 
perish at the false shrine of his idolatry. And he con- 
cluded his reflections by thinking that, there was no 
woman so virtuous, nor any man so wise, as can bojpe 
through the labyrinth of life to pluck the rose without 
being goaded by its wounding thorn. 

Frederic contrived from the influence he held ovOr 

, the feelings of his mother still to postpone the long 

prelected journey to Cambridge; so that when the 

chaise appeared at six in the morning to /convey them 

hence, if was countermatided by an order superior to 

any who dared to contradict its authority. The iamily . 

party therefore as usual at the breakfast table, but 

not with that accustomed cheerfulness as they were 

wont to do. Frederic was grave even to pensiveness, 

which waf5 remarked b> his mother with a degree of 

uneasiness she could not conceal ; and Sir Mildred 

« 

was out of humour at being foolishly opposed in a 
point wherein he thought himself decidetfly right. 
Lady Theodora seemed uneasy about something nobody 
could find out ; but which Adolphus would have giv^ 
worlds to know : and the Miss Austincoiirts, from the 
too great exertions of the evening, had not ebbsen to 
COiiie>ffom their apartments. So that Edmund and 
Miss Orandison were the onlj^ two beings who could 
be exempt from the general run of ill hunioor. As to 
poor Adolphus,y^htd mind was so abstracted and his 
spirits so shocked by the last night’s discovery, tliat^he 
ccmld think of nothing but poor Fanny Roseberry : 
and how matters might be brought about with her and 
Frederic. 

Rut while Sir MiidtNiiifvaS engaged in looking over 
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the papers which had been just broright in, lady Aus- 
tinconrt suddfenly recollected tlyil bad foimied^a 
party to dine at Sn* Robert Monf^^onierv’s, with which 
the Miss Austincoiirts were ^lot previousiy acquaintc»d. 
She thoiigbt it most prudent therefore to apprize them 
of it, and now rang the bell for Fanny Roseberry to 
romo and receive her message; which not being imm^ 
4iiate]y answered, she broke out with a violence that 
was not expected by the servants who waited in readi* 
ness to obey her ladyship’s commands. — 

Some of you go i desire of you,” cried she, and 
know file reason whv Fanny Roseberrv dares to have 
the insolence to neglect her duty. Tell her to come 
this moment as I bid her, or 1 will make her repent her 
behaviour.” 

This imperious comiiiaml no mortal could resist ; 
and two of tlie footmen were instantly despatched in 
quest of theoffender ; and as Adolphv*x beheld Frederic 
sitting very uneasy on liis chair, he dreaded tlu sight 
of this unfortunate girl coming into the room, not 
knowing exactly whether he was doing right oiwrong, 
vbut in the truest compassion towards the feelings of 
others he ventured to say that, he supposed — he 
rather believji^ ^hat, not the omission of her duty, 
but indisposition prevented Miss Roseberry from ap- 
pearing before tier ladVship; and in that case hoped 
tliat her first oftbnee might be excused.” 

While lie uttered this, the eyes Theodora were 
rilled on him with a mixture of disdain, and while 
all indignant hludli dyed her cheeks with crimson, the 
turned away to conceal an emotion of resentment ot* 
which she appeared ashamed, but of which hit heart 
assitred him that she had cause. Adolphus had 
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now, bowever, innocontly drawn upon bim tbe sarcasm 
of tbe offended La^y Austincdurt, wbe darting on 
> him a look of one of tbe three furies, tauntingly ej:- 
claimed, M^ss Roseberry forsooth ! and pray Mr. 
Walsingbam how long hare you been acquainted with 
iny daughter’s abigail, as to know whether she is ill or 
well ? such terms of intimacy with creatures of her 
enlling, are in my opinion extremely unbecoming and 
highly indecent in any young gentleman in the family 
of Sir Mildred, who indeed is highly blameable by 
admitting such imprudent liberties to take^place under 
bis roof.” 

** Sir Mildred, perfectly astonished at hearing such 
idl -harangue, delivered in a tone of the bitterest irony, 
and BO utterly confounded by such an unmerited attack 
as absolutely to be struck dumb with amazement, 
withdrew his eyes from the paragraph he was reading, 
and with surprize depicted in every ieaturo demanded — 
Pray Helen to whom are you speaking ? for your 
language is altogether so unintelligible, that it 
requires an interpreter to understand what you Veally 
do" mean ?” 

It requires no interpreter but the blushes of yomr 
nephew there !” retorted lady Austincoort, 
fixing her eyes on the embarrassed countenance of 
Ad<dphu8 with the expressiou'of a fiend." 

“ Guilty nephew !” muttered Sir Mildred. It is 
the first time in my life I ever heard that Adolphus 
Walsingbam was pronounced guilty, and you will 
excise me, lady Austincour^ if 1 positively declare 
that I must have more substantial proofs of his bmng 
so, than merely what your own words have alluded to. 
How comes it. Sir,” be, turning to Adolph^ 
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with an eye of inqui^tive earnestness, that you are 
here accused of some impropriety of conduct and have 
not the courage to defend yourself?” 

Because the accusatton is false,” instantly replied 
Adolphus, and a consciousness^of innocehce needs 
no defence. I call Heaven to witness that no one 
action of myshitherto harmless life ever breathed a 
thought to injure mortal ; much less am I i^pable of 
cherishing a sentiment that would disgrace the nephew 
of Sir Mildred Austincourt ?” 

I will giie you credit for your assertion^'^IxipS^ 
Sir Mildred here in the face of tife whole family. 

Lady Austiucoiirt you are wrong, apd I condem^:, 
such harsh sentiments where you have no just grounds 
to warrant such suspicions : what, in the name of 
common sense, has my nephew to do with Fanny 
Roseberry ? or Fanny Roseberry to Mo with him. I 
beg lady Austinoourt you will not in future interrupt 
my moments of employment with chimeras of your own 
imagination ; it is really very disagreeable.” 

So saying, Sir Mildred resumed his occupation 
without further molestation, Lady Aiistincourt re- 
maining in sullen silence at the same moment as 
Adolphus then thought of exchanging looks with her 
son Frederic, which by jio means promised a flag of 
truce. 

While things were precisely in this order, Adolphus 
stole a look at the enchanting Theodora, and perceived, 
from under the most beautiM dark eye lashes in thi^ 
world, that a tear bad unconsciously strayed beyond 
the boundary she intended, and wetted a cheek pure 
as new fallen snow. But to what cause be could 
attribute the sweet exfialation he knew not. Could it 
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iM’fhMn sympathy, from firiendBfay>, jfirom pity, or from 
Id^f A tear is not ^ed witl^iit eapse, timught Adol> 
pl^tts, and the heart is the fountain from whence it 
floira. But Adolphus wati not left long to contem- 
plations so pleasing*; ner was it long intended that he 
should enjoy the triumphant {feeling which possessed 
etrery 9tcudty of his hoiil^' in 'being thought worthy iiB 
the opinion of those he so dearly prized ; p||d if ait' 
’ Ovtl genius presides over the destiny of mala in one 
evmithil moment of his life, to dash the cup of happi- 
aess ffeoiiLllfs lips, that destiny*' was the poor Orphan 
Boy’s ; for the servant who had been despatched for 
Fanny, returned with tidings that she was no where 
to be found, and that the housdceeper having long 
suspected that all was not right withher, bad examined 
everj' part of her chamber where she had slept, and 
cOmi^aled under the pilloW of her bed, bad discovered 
a letter addressed to' Sir Mildred A ustincourt ; and 
while symp&ms of cariosity were strongly blended in 
the ccgintenance of each individual present, Sir Mil- 
dred read aloud the letter of Fanny Roseberry, con- 
tained fo the following artless appeal to the feelings of 
humanity: — 
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Ph ! m j dear IwnMired <and respeoM I$a8t«r, 
twie# to tliis letter bMn blotted with my tear* tttoi 
1 couuHlfain courai^ to ad^resa you or uafidd fyr 
stt&rings ; and though already certain that I muat be 
beyond enquiry when this shall reach youy hand, yet 
the shoclung confession I am going make, stamps 
the burning blush of shame upon my cheeky and causes 
the pen to ftdl from my trembling hand! Oh! Sir 
Mildred, in what words can I speak my shame ! or 
acknowledge to you and my honoured lady, that the once 
happy and innocent Fanny Rpseberry,has dishonoured 
and dingmeed ypur respectable roof, and is now be* 
aome a lost, abandoned, guilty, miserable creature ! 
seduced by, 1 dare not utter bis name ; 1 haves worn 
never to reveal it; sworn it even to my betrayer f that 
it shall rest in silence, for the sake of the noble family 
he has indeed disgraced, by the ruin of a simple girl 
so much below his station. 1 love my seducer, who to 
heaped sorrow pu my head ; I love him still, and shall 
never curse his memory. Tell him Sir that the unhappy 
Fanny Roseberry will die in murmuring blessings on 
his name, and that in fulfilling her last request he will 
in pert atone the wrongs of n too credulous girl. My 
poor lather ! my poor mother ! Oh ! Sir Mildred! 
does not your heprt guess at my meaning? I would 
my more, but my brain fire I yes one iv<ircl 

morc^teU my cruel betr8)*er to extend his kindness 
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to tiM penco of my paron^i, tlmi^li ^ 

destvoft^ tdieir . 

Fasbt. 

If tjmre. Is JfideOd a erimo teyond tie reach of 
{N^oo in the oataik^O of human errors,” vor iferat*^ 
S|r it is #o etfene^ of se^ction,” as ^ 

tile Mter of Fanny Roai^ ‘ 
arh^ he clenched the oth^ in an agoqy 
nfge ; he’ then sternly fixed his ey^ /; 
atAoirei^ on the embarrassed countenance of Fre- 
deric ! fii^ in spite of all his arts to conceal his sensa- 
jtioiM, 1^ exhibited a confusion too percqptiMe to 
escape observation ; while lady Austineourt as per- 
c<i|Aibly discoveted an af^tion which sbocA her 
whole frame, but in which eoncem ibr the unfortu- 
nato Fanny bad not the smallest share 1 No, the 
crafty mother trembled fbr the gmtl^ son! That 
ido^K^ son, exposed fiarthe first time in his life to the 
euthority «€ a iather's severe and just reproof ; a father 
top whose high sense Of hojnour taught him to reject 
lasrs, human and diyine^so sacredly, that the comnus- 
jiea (ilitteaime in iquestion stood foremost in his esti- 
mattoB M the Uackest aqd ; most sinful. Lady .^us- 
tinoonrti tbereftire percmviiig the axe ready to fiill, 
determined that itihpnid not A^l.on the but the 

i/lnoeeta head^ whom she intended that the blqw should 
ehith fbr ever. It was not the son but the nephew 
dm doomed to destruction} aad not giving Sir MUdred 
a moment's time to consider who w»s or who was poi 
tlm object of his retontment, she levdled, hmr attach 
on Adolphttpin tho.^ileu^ng inaqaer 

Stf Mr, Walsnu^hdU}” cried she, ‘^.you, have 
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achieved a most deed, and Mirarded 

most graciously &>n lus kindness and attcntkMk i ye% 1 
guessed as i 1 ^stumiscd all tbi/$ did I net 
alvray* tell yoO) my dear*Sir Mildred) that Fanny 
Rosebenyr would bring, some dli^i^boe on thas Austin* 
court &mily 1 did 1 not alwi^ say ftat Sn^ j^fietty 
&ced; girls w<i% dangerous Ol^ects? but itfdm lifr; 
Wa^li^'^’^afn itiSashoddngaffiliir, ibr untAtUsyOntt^ 
woman^ Atal attachment to you t must iree^ owa 
that her conduct was at all times utepitwehabW* 
ttaving delivered thfs speech with incr^Bble Volu* 
hility, she paused to take breath, ao8 to jnd^ whait 
efiect her envenomed dart had on the feelings of her 

auditors. 

My honour, my life, on the faith of my Cousin 
Walsingham,’* exclaimed Edmund ; ** your ladyship 
is under a mistake the most erroneous and eaecndde l 
Adolphus Walsii^am cannot be the seducer of Fanny 
Roseberry, who has beeb guilty of a double crime, iu 
my humble opinion^ by having artfully, aiul I must say 
treacherously, concealed the name of her betraym’* 
Why not to me as well as to Adolphus nwy ^ the 
same charge be applied ? I too have slept under the 
same roof with this deluded girl * I too have acknow* 
ledged the personal loVeline^ of Fimny Roaeberjcy ! 
You too, Mr. Frcdmic Austincourt, have ribt Wn 
idle in her praise. But when di^ the lips of Adol^ns 
****■ ®«®« i When was my cousin 
Adolphus ever seen convming with Fanny Roa^rry ? 

while you Frederic Oh! shame! shame I that 

fhus the innocent i^ld be confounded with the 
guilty,” eriei Edmund, throwing hhniiclf into a chair, 
^ aloust gasping for breathy WhSe the Ibry of hk 
incensed mother knew no bounds. 
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Jkp<||iroold )N9U dare/ tbou audadoiu Htrtpiing,'' 
uttelfiiiAiNS ««ate>our brother oft crime so odiouel" 

^Edntiflld mb^e no ref^y, alrea^- satisfied ill his own 
mio4 who was the betrayer of Fanny Raf ehetfy*' 

Miss GtmiidMoii, who had lost nie time ^iin 
adopting the same sentiment, indignantly uttered, 
casting « look at the same moment of iCmst cfn|^m|H 
tuaus 'diadaalftewards the silent, confused, sii| guilty 
Frederic. 

not, pray htdy Austineourt ? why shoahl 
your.aoa Frederic be exempt mm the general charge 
more than his cousin .orlus brother i Is it because he 
is the.'fdder tliat you fxtend such unlimited charity ? 
Itjfut is your motive, there is no respect to age in 
this^ particular — he was old enough to know better 
nn4?d > ^ to ibe silly girl, I confess that 1 am much 
jn<^i«ed.to adopt Edmund’s sentiments — it is not only 
hotii cruel and unjust to conceal tbe name of her 
seducer; but it is wicked at the same moment, as it 
confounds innocence with guilt, and slandt'ra those 
wImmIo nut merit the ftntl accusation. .As to that poor 
OridifiiSoy, I would venture my life a second tune 
to be preseired by him ; and while 1 suppress senti- 
ments thif might be i^tisire to all parties, yet I 
decidedly said firmly ptbnotmce, that 1 do not think 
Adolphus Walsinf^ni the aedocer of Fanny Rose- 
berry-,. 

f^'Suspend your judgraent, Madam,” cried Sir Mil- 
dred, more sternly than ever be had yet spokmi. 
“ Suspend your Judgment, I entreat, till a more exfdn- 
natmry eonrersation has taken ^ce, smdyrhicb mast 
clearly exonerate lay iiqihew from su^ a charge^ or 
establish Jiim in my msttd as the greatest : monster in 
existence,” 
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Oil Odd ! iinlo' whom oU hoar^ bo open^ 
knoiEiiy and ftom M seerets are hidden, bbileirw 
daii^Or tnyaferieiMy stand either to dOfetidlhe 

lonocentortof^ish the gMtygea of Isabella, efaHd'Of a 
beloved sister I poor or])han committed to my OMddMwt 
rare, and nephew of my affiM^tion«, answer new oaee and 
fisr^afl teibe dl'eadfal charge against you» If ycm are 
guilty, ;^|be concealment is a second commission of a 
crime so odious ; if innocent, face yonr accusers ; 
truth be tbe berald of, your tongue, and the upr ght 
eonsciousoess* of yonr own heart will be ydilr stoutest 
shield to preserve you from the maliceof your enemies.” 

'fhe feelings of Adolphus, which' had only been 
suppressed from mental agony, and a convictton that 
the deadly blow aimed by the hand of l^dy Austin* 
court, tswttid prove a mortal wound to all his eartidy 
lu^piness, no longer struggled to give utterance tohis 
thoughts, and sinKingonhis knees before Sil MQdrai, 
he implored 'him to hear him, trusting that though 
Frederic would not criminate himself, he woukbatiU 
have principle sufficient to exonerate him from a dsuga 
so black, of which he knew him to be wholly inaeemit, 
and he exclaimed-*- ' . : * 

“ O best and worthiest of diibles, if the most sacred 
and solemn assOvetationa of%iy iaiiocehee he not 
enough to justify my Eondimt iii| your Ofnnioli, befiire 
heaven 1 appeal to one to witness the truth of my 
assertion, that 1 ata not the sedneer of Fanny Rose* 
ben^ ; he can attest my innocence ; he can $wear it ^ 
he Can prove it." 

** IjH this ostens^le witness instantly be called 
thes^^ cried Sir Mildred, ** lethim come hefiwe me." 
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.50® r* i«$«>ted Adolphas, 
i«BtmilMltd>by liM ofttbi not era® by a look to hffb^f 
tlur ofiitia^M^ omi^Iieated te/timited 

;to jW*., ;i>®t ho vain j 

H^nMiarioi^ :ictaahM4'' ^}uie\. 

ae0»iitii.I^:^ceiNnlod»' 

“'Th»! i« mere evasion,” eHed Si# BIil<fc^ a 
fibricated tale to bide a erime of the blackest^ye. If 
tibere is one qipaUe of ,, proving yonr inoeeencc^ wby 
he f^TiKk from a con^sipn that ina^t eaoneratr 
j<nt, and eaniiOt dishononr him ? w% does his toiigue 
ve&ie to otter* tibe.:Aaierriog dictates of 'troth and 
,^tttiee }**’ .' '.y-yiA' ,.■■ r-.-r, •..■-■•■ - 
# Because be is a villain !’’ exclaimed Adolpbos, 
daidag for. the first - time a lo<di expressive itf his 
moanded feelings at Frederic, who, situated as he 
tiimiibiHid ^mwl^ chose not to return the glance of 
contempt fm, tbreir towards him. 

** I aaiAnr^’^ cried Sir Mildred, ^‘grieved to the 
hearbto fittdslieh.thaduiig^eprBvity hdgtd $omemh«rt 
in Um bosom of a fimitty,.lfae lives of whose aneestom 
were, never yet tmnted with dishonor : and though 
Adolplms Walsiqgfaan in this? dreadful bnsiness Im 
eeyessed himself not to ben principal^ and that he is 
not the betrayer iOf thti anfertonate girl, it is evident 
he is hy some means at^uainted wift the Ipowledge of 
who is } dietoi^ do PhcH him ciiipablh in the ctm- 
eealmeat of a oime ’tile author ctf ;which should be 
brnight to ligit^ U tbrntstoi^ Iic^gidn repeat, you 
know the seducer of Fanny Resdhe^, 1 e^qmctiair 
tint you will insteatly divulge'fihrnamek^^' 

NiA a onutcle moved in ihv &ce .Fteieiih as 
Adolphttf solemifiy pitHiouRced.<~-^^ It is ny^onspli- 
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cated grief and shame to confew that, I am bodiid 
ah oath never to rev^ hia aantei'—hiy ohtii ie’ tomred, 
IhevervtilL” ^ 

'M'^hett “ I shaM ^Haider 

yoh giiiU;<-Mtii^hridtedageht ofUa 

prooeedf ngs. And lif beinji' {»riFy to so diahhlicil an 
afikir) you have tot* over foi^fefted all daiin'iiFiBi^loed 
opinibh'.*' 

Retract a sentence so severe tor pity’s sake my 
honored totoer,” exclaimed Edmund^ on whose um 
Adolphoa nojrleaned tor support, overpowered by the 
excess of Jiis toelings. 

** Never,” vociferated Sir JMildred rising feem iue 
chaiiil^ <<Snf resolntion is taken; plead not Edmund 
for one wbe,< no longer worthy of my esteem^ is nn* 
worthy of yours. Adolphoa Walsingham cither dis* 
covers to me the assassin who has murdered the peace 
of an innocent girl, or he quite my iioase to>morrow 
morning.” 

** Then is my doom eternally fixed, “ cried Adol- 
phus, ** my life is of little value, but while a spnefc of 
life remains, its expiring embers shall be honor.” ' 
Sir,” answered Sir Mildred, ** there can be no 
honor in the business — ^how •dace you talk of honor — 
a villain should be brought to light, and you have the 
audacity to conceal him.”i 

“ Sir Mildred Aostincourt^” exclaiUMed Mias 6nm< 
dison, now catching ho'd of the^irts of;fi&.Mildred’s 
coat as he was going precipfeatdy out of the room. 
” Sir Mildred A ostiiieoar^'? ;;«ned she, “ hear me ! 
hearCiamilla Gcandiemi.” . ! 

‘‘ Well, Madam, that 1 wiU do with pleasure,” smd 
Sir^WildceA auqryou ptouse toadvuice ?” 

” Graadison, the kiiid tender hee^ted Miaa 
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GrfindUsoni now bor^t into tparn, that, poor boy is 
imtocMrt,” ttilered ^ fiobbiiigt*^ anil if 1 bavf any 
fbifeaig^ itt tSio albir, tbot Vof is'iibi oAly iiiadeeiit, 
bbji altogo^^' j^sowortfa^r t if he ha» ^ide a tOw, 
Kould hot haw him revhko thit tow: recall 
tMin'Ih^ harsh aeotence y<Hi hate paihied^ ahd^reeeiTe 
arms I besewb yO^^ 

Yea fimdam, cried Sir % ghhtly impelling 
her^ ** wheB thM: boy has performed his dhty, and 
ifiadosed the name of the villain. When he can thus 
exon<Mato himself, these arias ^all again tideive hltti': 
hot, till then~ncver! no by heaven! till that moment 
arrives, the sentence f have passed is— irrevocable ! 

■ l am riiocked beyond coflception,” cried the tohder 
lady Jchllincourt, as she applied, a bottle of salts 10 hOr 
deUcato^ose. 

I am distressed beyond expression," Oxclaimed 
the compassionate Miss OraOdison, while she placed 
her hand <m that bf Adolphus, cold* as the icy fiings 
ef death ; a convulsive shuddering seized his whole 
Ceama; and when he beheld lady Theodora's counte* 
itanee, Aongh it expressed all the softness of a pitying 
ai^eli at tlie same moUTent that she threw a glance of 
mingied reproach and resentment towards him, Adob 
phns lelt that die clknax of bis humiliation was 
eomplel^. He perceived not the depmtture ef Sir 
Mildred, or tbat kdy Anstincourt and her idol 
Freddie had qaittod the room. He heard n<rt the 
^soothing voioei^ief Camilla Gbandison ; nor the affec- 
tionate accents M^JHa btAdved Edmund. He belield 
but one olyect in the ariiele created world before him, 
and that was lady Theodora Percy ! In another 
tsicpient he abpoldiiidiaid her 1M> Icmiref j in aidliiher 
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liour liis eyes would J>e closed on her for ever. There 
WHS madness in tjie thought ; ahd just at the moment 
that she was retiring, he sprang from the arms of 
Edmund and caught the folds of her robe; he had not 
the temerity to touch her handi-^“ For Heaven’s sate 
lady Theodora,” exclaimed he, “ depart not with a 
conviction iBat I am a Wretch unworthy to hold a place 
ill your chaste thoughts! Time Will elucidate a mys- 
tery which now hangs over me ; — time must alone 
prove, eventually prove, that Adolphus Walsingham 
is not a villftin !” 

The checks of Theodora on hrfng thus suddenly 
addressed became flushed with crimson; nor could she 
hide an emotion which pervaded every lovely feature 
as, bursting into tears, she instantly clos^ the door 
after her ; wliile in enraptured and transported accents 
Adolphus exclaimed TheodorS loves me” — and 
r;unk motionles^»in the armx of Edmund Austincourt. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


For nearly two hours Adolphus reinaihed in a state 
of insensibility ; during which he had been conveyed 
to his chamber, where he was receiving the most 
aflectionate attention from the kind-hearted Edmund : 
and wliile he soothed him with assurances of his regard, 
which, the suspicions thrown on his ch{iracter had 
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neither the power to lessen, nor the contempt he was 
treated w'ith could anyr^vay diniiiirsh, he at the same 
time exhorted him to patience, perseverance, and for- 
titude, virtues which are the Jeadin^ characteristics of 
Christianity. 

1 will not probe your generous heart uiy beloved 
cousin,” cried Edmund, by urging you to a confes- 
sion in w^hich your honor is so materially concei-ned 
ivs to demand inviolalde secrecy, because 1 feel well 
convinced, could honor permit a disclosure of your 
sentiments, I should he the fir*^t to share in your 
confidence.” 

Oh ! most avowedly so,” exclaimed Adolphus, 
and, Frederic, the detestable Frederic, was ready to 
burst from, his lips, when Edmund, as if he already 
discriminated his thoughts, — Let us now,” cried 
he, “ discuss this, subject no further; sullice it to 
say that, retribution comes in a!i hour wluui least ev- 
pected. But \oii must forgive my fallier, Adolphus, 
he is Ini'itY and passitinate, but the warmth of his 
generoiis natui e is unabated in the cause orjusuVe and 
humanity: — like the rays of the refulgent mui, he is 
sometimes too powerful ; ])iit none are suilert*d t(* 
scorch beneath his beams.” 

Adolplius was tranquillized by the conversation of 
Edmund ; he saw in him the god^like temper of man 
before lie is corrupted by the vicious liabits of worldly 
sophistry; and he then imagined that, he would one 
day shine in the pulpit, a just follower, and a meek 
disciple, of the blessed faith; and pressing his hand 
against a heart which now throbbed witli convulsive 
agitation, he begged him to retiro'tind leave him to 
compose himself ; to which he willingly assented ; 
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promising that, in •a few hours, he would visit him 
again, and endeavour to obtain some consolatory 
message from Sir Mildred. lie smiWd; but it was a 
smile in which the heart* had no connection; and as 
Adolphus attentively watched t!ie receding footsteps 
of his beloved cousin from his apartment, he felt that, 
in a few nioifients, his struggles would be at an end ; 
and he deterirfincd to quit the house of liis uncle as 
soon as possible, and to wander God knows whither.’* 
For, to remain under the imputation of guilt — to be no 
longer thought worthy of an asylum under his respect- 
able roof — and to be deemed culpalTlc in any shape by 
him, he found insiipportable. He started from the 
vecunibeut posture in which he had been sitting ; and 
by tlius rousing to action eacli dormant faculty of his 
soul (the cure aloiu' of hopeless grief), he resolved on 
the hazardous proje ct of setting out, as soon as the 
shades of eveniiTg began to fall ; and to depart for ever 
trom the protector, whom he still so greatly reverenced, 
that, to otlend him, or seem to oflciul him, had^heen a 
sacrilege of all he held dear ; and now proved a mortal 
stab to all liis prospects pf future ha[)piness. — No, 
my best and dearest uncle,” thought Adolphus, the 
poor, dcs(?r(e(l being whom you }ia\c fostered from 
infancy, the ‘ Orphan R»v,’ shall meet you with honor, 
or never more salute your presence! — No, never till 
the son absolves me from my oath, shall the disgraced 
nephew enter again the mansion of a displeased bene- 
factor.” — 

Adolphus concluded his reflections with a positive 
resolution to put in^practice t!ie scheme he had formed : 
and shuddered to think that any of heaven’s created 
beings should be guilty of the dcpra\ily pf Frederic 
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Austincourt ; attributing, if possible, a greater share 
of culpability tp his detestable mother; whom, he now 
suspected, had ]oiig known of the connexion between 
lier son and Fanny Roseberry ; whose youth, inno- 
cence, and b^uty were now, by one destructive blow', 
blasted fpr ever; and >vhose hapless credulity he pitied 
more than cpndomned. — “Thus lovely \roiiien fall,” 
said Adolphus, “ but not like the leaves of autumn ; 
ar second spring shall restore their primitive beauty, or 
shall revive their native bloom : but, \vhep women full, 
no second spring shall e’er be theirs agaiuj 

Whpii the dinner bell rang to assemble the himily, 
Adolphus pleaded indispositjpq as an excuse to be 
absent from table ; the agitation of his spirits not per- 
mitting him c\cn to partake of a slight refreshment in 
his own apartment ; and he busied himself in making 
arrangements for kis departure, which he determined 
should be at the close of the evening, lie therefore 
packed up a chi^nge of linen ; disdaining tp carry away 
^ny more with him than what common necessaries 
require^l. For now' he considered he liad no longer a 
right to tlie rich and handsome wardrobe which had 
hitherto been provided for him. Of pock(‘t-moiiey 
Sir Milclred had indeed l^en so liberal tliat, on exa- 
mining the state of his finances, he found he had at 
least in his possession the sum of eighteen guineas ; 
which he thought would amply satisfy the exjieiicc^s of 
a journey were it even to the antipodes: so little 
did he then calculate on worldly wants, or worldly 
advantages. He knew' that there w as a village dis- 
tant from the Priory about five miles ; and from 
thence he determined to proceed olii his way to 
St. Alban’s; at which place resided the fiuiiily of 
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a Mr. Morrison, a respectable tradesman ; whose < son 
had long been a schoolfellow wiMi himself and cousins 
under the instruction of the Rev. M(. Richards of 
Wellington Lodge. 

Jjeonard Morrison being of his own age, he had 
contracted a particular intimacy with ; aiifji more than 
once during tlje vacation had been invited to the house ; 
w^hich invitation, though he had never availed himself 
of, lie still gratefully remembered,— “ Mr. Morrison is* 
a tradesman, thought he, and has acquired popu- 
larity by the •honesty (jf his dealings and the integrity 
of his principles : — what more of inai^is required, even 
ill the most exalted station, than the performance of 
his duty, — and find me on the whole surface of the 
globe a more respectable character, or one more useful 
to society, than an honest tradesman I” — 

The clock had responded the liour of six lx;fore 
Adolphus was ii4crruplcd in his meditations; and the 
sound vibrated on his heart as the knell of departed 
happiness. He thought of Theodora, and the little 
probability there was of his ever beholding her again. 
But he thought of her only as a celestial angel ; or as 
one of those bright meteors, at which, though the eye 
is permitted to gaze, in the next passing minute is 
suddenly lost to us for ever. 

Never had the moon shone with such resplendent 
lieauty as now that the Orphan Boy beheld her from 
the windows of his apartment ; and a thousand tender 
Vecolleciions rushed upon his memory of the many 
instances in which his beloved uncle had evinced 
towarils liim a particular regard: that uncle, from 
>vhoiu he was now voluntarily going, never tp return, 
but willi honui pure and uncaiitamiimted by the 
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slightest suspicion — when his ipnocence, clear and 
spotless from the bresfth of slander, ivould re-<?stablish 
him in his good opinion, and doubly convince him of 
the unshaken rectitude of Ms character, and the firm 
integrity of his principles ! 

Ill these reflections he was suddenly interrupted by 
the entrance ofEdmund to his apartment; he was pale 
and agitated ; having had a long conference wdth his 
•father and mother respecting the future destiny of liis 
nnfortunate cousin. Not a doubt remained on their 
minds but that Adolphus w'as in a great 'measure im- 
plicated in the dwgrace of Fanny RostiberiT and her 
infamous betrayer; and that he could never more be 
received into the family without such a doubt being 
clearly removed was he feared but too prol>al)Ie. 

The parents of Fanny,” said Fidinund, were nearly 
deprived of their senses on hearing the lirst intelligence 
of her elopement ; and that as all inquiries to trace 
out the fugitive had been ineffectual, great apprehen- 
sions vvere formed that, in a lit of hopeless des[)ondency 
sliohad destroyed that existence which the conscious- 
ness of error had rendered a burthen to her. You 
will likewise be surprised when 1 tell you, that my 
brother has already set out for Cambridge ; he took 
liis departure not an hour sipce ; alleging for his so 
sudden resolution that, the present state of the family 
infected him with the blue devils ; a sort of complaint 
with which Frederic is seldom troubled. For my ow n 
part, my dear Waisinghain, I cannot help forming 
conjectures which I will not reveal even to yourself. 
In the mean time, on what plan have you purposed ? 
1 must necessarily join iny brotiier in a few days. 
Will you speak to my father on the subject of your 
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future arrangement, or will you bo pleased to appoint 
me your ambassadof on the occasion ? in which rest 
assured I will do my best to serve you#*’ — Edmund 
]>aused for a moment, and Uien added wdth a sigh,-^ 

With my mother, alas! 1 posscss^no influence.’' 

Name not your mother for the love of heaven!” 
n peatod Adolphus with an emphasis go strong that he 
could not recall himself; but the deep mantling blush 
which crimsoned the cheek of Edmund convinced him 
that tlie expression with which he had uttered this 
sentence was not lost upftii him. He intreated that he 
would not continue a conversation so painful to them 
both, and promised him that in the morning he would 
i)e more collected : and with this assurance thegenefous 
Nouth left liim to a repose it was never more destined 
that he should partake of under a roof he was resolved 
1() (juit wheu the family were all retirefl to rest. And 
on his bidding hig cousin Edmund good niglit he 
wrung liis hand w ith an agony he could not suppress, 
— Edmund,” cried he ‘‘ brother of my heart, l^^st 
and truest friend, farew ell l—when next tee tncet Wal-* 
aiigluim shall not blush to face his accusers.” 

A tear stood glittering iu the mildest and most 
beautiful blue eyes in existence as Edmund affection- 
ately returned his embrace^;— When next we do 
meet my dearest cousin,” answered he, all shall be 
well again.” 

Adolphus had now not a moment to lose; his signal 
was the sound of the last supper bell ; and w hen every 
domestic was absent from the hall, lie snatched uj) his 
little bundle, and unclosing the grand portal, gained 
the extremity of the park without iuterriipUon. 
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On leavings a beloved stpot .^Iiore is not a simple 
floweret of the shade, not a single-blade of grass, that 
is not doiibly Endeared to our recollection, and engraven 
bn our hearts. And Adolphus felt a desire to look 
back once more at’ the elm frees wliicli shaded '^l'’heo- 
dora’s apartment that was irresistildc ; for though the 
Celestial being that inhabited it was no where to be 


seen or heard, yet lie breathed a fervent prayer, that 
the wiiite-w'iiiged seraph who guards imsiillicd inno- 
fcence and truth would shield and protect her. — 

Farewell sweet Theodora,^’ exclaimed he, loveliest 
ttiaid, farewell/* 

As he quickened his pace at the conclusion of these 
words, he tVas somewhat impeded in his progress, and 
no less astonished, by the sudden tappcarance of a 
little terrier whidb belonged to lady Theodora running 
towards him ; if panted fbr breath; rolled at his feet { 
and when lie hailed it by the name of Sambo, the 
faithful little animal licked his hand, and testified the 
most lively symptoms of joy. — I know not on what 
errand thou comest to me dumb interpreter of truth 
and sincerity,” cried Adolpbus, snatching it up in his 
arms, but welcome art thou, thrice welcome Sambo 
to the heart of Walsingham, because thou art the first 
theft of love.” — So sayiug«he hastened with Iiis little 
companion till he reached the turnpike road ; making 
no other inquiry at the tunipikoj than merely to know 
if he was on his right way to St. Albans. 

Right as your leg, young man” was the quaint 
reply that he received as he directed his course to the 
village where he intended to procure a lodging for the 
bight ; and as he looked at hie dumb companion; and 
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perceived with what (heerfal alacrity he pursued biS 
steps, he felt that Ije was not quite an isolated being. 

Adolphus was by no means superstitious, yet hd 
thought there was a fate which hung on trifles light as 
nir ; and that for some particular pifrpose this little ani- 
mal had been ordained to be Uie companion of his jour- 
ney. He found tlic present state of his feelings rather 
tranquillized by this reflection. And when, by the light 
of the moon, he perceived he was at the declivity of 
a hill, ill the next moment he discovered at the foot of 
it a iK^at little brick house, with a clean painted sigd. 
of a lied Cow; which simply and ci^lly invited each 
passing traveller to walk in and partake of its humble 
fare. And as Adolphus approached nearer to this 
little dwelling, he perceived die host standing at the 
door giving orders to water some horses ; and there 
was an air of good humour and hudiility about him, 
that made the Onphan Boy instantly enter into con- 
versation with him respecting an accommodation for 
tlie night ; and he immediately replied , — I Jiave 
kept the Red Cow these six and thirty years Sir, and, 
God be thanked, never yet had a miss word with any 
of my customei-s ; so if your honor wJll please to walk 
in, dame and I will do our best to make you comfort- 
able. Though, as ill lu^k would have it, the shew 
folks have just come in to take up their quarters; so I 
hope your honor won’t take any offence, seeing as how 
we have but one room to accommodate the company.” 

By no means,” replied Adolphus, as he followed 
his host into a comfortable kitchen, hung round with 
huge sides of fat bacon ; in the midst of which was a 
Are large enough to have roasted an ox ; and round 
which were sitting a group of figures so motly and 
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comic in tbeir appearance, do conceited in their gea* 

tures, and so every *(vay at ease with themselves and 

every body a^out them that, Adolphus concluded, they 

were what his host had informed him, the shew folks. 

And he was no sooner seated by the fire with Sambo 

at his feet, and a small jug of ale before him, than a 

fine girl about sixteen years of age, whose indelicate 

attire by no means accorded with an air of modesty 

which was expressed in her countenance, offered, for 

the amusement of the company at large, to exhibit one 

of her most celebrated hornpipes ; for which she would 

require no moiv; than a few half-pence from each 

person, or a double allowance of Old Tom (which was 

English gin) for her father and mother, who were the 

master and mistress of the whole troop, consisting of 

about ten in number; the principal of which were 

female dancers, end male tumblers. 

Will you demean yourself sir,” ^ried the father of 

the girl as he led her by the band and placed her on a 

squaj-e piece of board in the middle of the kitchen ; 

M will you demean yourself by seeing a little of our 

harmless sports : — meaif' no offence upon my honor,” 

continued he, on seeing that Adolphus stared with 

astonishment, but all trades must live ; and why not 

a shewman as well as the rest of mankind ? 1 have 

0 

been a shewman your honor these five and thirty years 
come next Christmas, and no man can say that black 
is the white of your eye : can they master Phillpot?” 

As this was addressed to the landlord, who was 
warming his hands by the fire, he instantly replied: — 
It be true enough indeed inasler Brazen you 
pays your reckoning, cannot say but you do; and 
though you gets your living in a rurnmish sort of w ay, 
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as a body may say, thare is no rotary in it ; and that’a 
more than one half of the lords in the nation can say, 
who ride in their carriages.” 

“ That’s true, by the living jingo,” replied Mrs. 
Brazen, “ only there’s a difference; look^ye master 
Pbillpot, my spousey and 1 rides in our own carriage; 
while there’s many fine gentry rides in their ere* 
ditors.” 

A loud laugh from the whole company testified their 
approbation of Mrs. Brazm’s keen remark; who^ 
calling for a pint more of Old Tom, handed a glass of 
it over to her fair daughter, with,—* Why the devil 
Betsy do’nt you begin.” 

The signal was soon made by manager Brazen; 
to whose proposition of his daughter’s performance 
Adolphus had made not the slightest objection ; bnt 
rather clieerfuliy assented ; and Miss Betsy, to the 
accompaniment of*a tolerable good band, went through 
the paces of a hornpipe with a spirit and grace which 
was by no means despicable. At the end of which she 
was loudly encored, to the great satisfaction of all 
parties, and the complete triumph of her papa and 
mama. 

There ladies and gentlemen,” cried he, “ behold 
what it is to be liorn a genus ; did you ever see such 
capers ? There’s agility for you ! And now if you 
please ladies and gentlemen, Mr. and Mrs. Squeak, 
who are the first singers in my company, will give you 
a duet quite in the Uopra style. I always likes to shew 
off the abilities of my first rate performers. Mr. and 
Mrs. Squeak great ^vorites I assure you. Always 
lets the cat out of the bag whenever any thing goes 
wrong and their manager’s out of the w^y. Nice 
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people Mr. and Mrs. Squeak. ,.’Twas but Uie other 
night they caught hue of my principal petformers 
stealing awaj^some bits of candies; end another in the 
very flict of— whu.^oes yo&r honor suppose ? 

Upon my word sir I am unable to guess,” replied 
Adolphus, with much diiBculty suppressing a laugh he 
could scarcely keep in. 

Why sir,” answered he, stripping, actually 
stripping off the breeclies — the suiall clothes, 1 should 
have said ladies and gentlemen, of the gmud emperor 
Bonaparte.” — 

A young codhtry farmer who had hitherto been 
silent, now rose from his seat, and putting himself in 
a boxing attitude, broke out in the foHowiug terms ; 
r— Strip off his breeches ! dang me, if 1 had him here, 
I’d strip off hia coat and waistcoat too ! — let me biit 
catch him, that’ be all 1 zounds! what a deadly drub* 
bing I’d gie him at the plough's tail ! — 

A burst of applause would have Ibllowod this obser- 
vatiau of the young farmer had not an old iiettlesome 
frenchman, who was tlte leader of the baud in manager 
Brazen’s company, thought proper to reprove and 
dissent from the general opinion, by saluting the 
farmer with the appellation of, You be von English 
pig;” to which tlie other givilly retorted, "" English 
pig! you old French frog! I’ll pig you if you give me 
any of your outlandish gibberidge, 1 promise you ! Til 
let you know what Engligli roast beef is, you skitiny 
old scarecrow, I wool !” 

Come Mr. Mounseer what-d’ye-caU’em,” cried 
Mr. Brazen, let’s come to 9rder wie ye. 1 do’nt 
like words at any time ; and it’s not very piirlite, I must 
ncetls tell you, to fall out before the ladies. Come 
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Mrs. Squeak, strike up! Mr. Moiinseer thingamy, 
I always forgets your name, come strike up to Mr. 
and Mrs. Squeak’s duet to the tune of^ Punch drowns 
all care,” and let me have no more of your French 
lingo 1 beg of you; come Mr. and Mrs. Squeak begin* 

In the chimney corner scarcely visible from being 
of a remarkable diminutive size^ sat Mr. Squeak; and 
beside him, a female of so gigantic an appearance, that, 
Adolphus coridudod she must originally have descend- 
ed from the Brol diiiags. — Hilly,” cried she to her 
caro ^posa (Vlso actually tremWed at the sound of her 
vt>iee), Hilly Squeak, why do’nt you do as I bid you.” 

1 makes a practice of obeying you lovcy,” 

aiisvvtjred M Squeak, so pray master Phillpot bring 
my dt^ary some bread and cheese and plenty of onions.” 

^ I5y all means,” answered the attentive host;” 
a nu rs. Squeak having gobbled up iwdiat would reason- 
alil v ha e siipplie^d two ploughmen for their supper, 
ron lesfoiuicti to w arble forth, in tones, not very remark- 
at/ly sweet or inolodious, the jwpnlar air of, ^>Love 
hu'-" at the conclusion of which, Adolphus called 

aside, and slipping into his hands a pound note, 
begged tliai he would present it to the manager and 
his comj)any for ti)e amusement they had affoi'ded them, 
lie then made a volunUiry exit from a scene by no 
means congenial w ith bis feelings at the present junc- 
ture, Iiow ever entertained he might have been at any 
<»ther, — and why not entertained, thought Adolphus. 
Ashe laid hi.s head on his pillow, he could not suppress 
a smile at the scene he had just witnessed : it making 
the f)l(l adage probable enough that, one half of the 
world does not know^ how the other half lives.” 
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CHAPTER XV. 


Accustomed aa Adolphus had been to sleep on beds 
of down in the splendid and magnificent mansion of 
Sir Mildred Austincourt, and habituated, as it were, to 
all the luxuries that attend the appendages of rank and 
fashion, he did not ungratefully murmer, nor uselessly 
repine, at the depriTation of those pleasures, nor the 
loss of that graiiddur, which he was no longer destined 
to share. Humble happiness sweetened with the 
smile of contentment was the station for which he ex- 
clusively sighed; and such, he conceived, could only 
be found in the bosom of honest industry, and Yirtuoiis 
attachment. He '^lept soundly in ilie clean and com- 
fortable bed provided for him by the hostess of the 
Red Cow ; and when he made his appearance in the 
stoneif itchen, his breakfast was already in preparation ; 
smoaking tea, hot buttered rolls, and plenty of fresh 
cream ; to which, not only himself, but Sambo did 
ample justice : it was a sort of breakfast he was per- 
fectly familiar with ; and when Adolphus recollected 
that it was often administered to him by the hand of 
lady Theodora, he gave him a double portion of what 
he liked best. 

Well honest Phillpot,’’ cried he, on his host 
bidding him good morning, and hoping that he had 
rested well, what have you done with your jolly 
companions the merry Shew Folks?*' 

O your honor,’’ he replied, they never stay here 
above one iiiglit. They sat ofi* at day break, bag and 
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baggage, girls, boys, men, women, jack asses, and 
fiddlers ; a set of happy devils ; never low spirited ; 
for if they cannot raise their spirits fiiey are sure to 
raise their wits, and that is the way they get on." 

And no bad way either,” * answered Adolphus, 
''when a man has nothing but his W’its to live on." 

In which opinion Mr. Phillpot having concurred, 
and Sambo and himself concluded their repast, Adol*. 
phtts discharged his reckoning ; and with many com- 
pliments and good wishes from his host and hostess, 
again pursued his journey; and reached in safety the 
pleasant town of St. Albans at an ^rly hour in the 
evening of the same day. He preferred going to an 
inn to alter bis dress and take some refreshment to 
making an abrupt appearance at Mr. Morrison’s; with 
whose family, excepting himself and his friend Leonard, 
he was not acquainted. Having rested himself for 
two hours, he prepared to enquire out the residence 
of his friend: which he was not long in doing, for 
“ Leonard Morrison and Co. Wholesale Tea Dealers,” 
stared him full in the face on his turning the corner 
of a street which gave a complete view of a large and 
spacious shop, adjoining to which appeared a very 
handsome and respectable dwelling house ; and having 
knocked at the door, he sopn gained admittance. On his 
sending up his name, Mr. Morrison himself came down 
to receive him ; which he did in the most friendly and 
polite manner. “ My dear boy,” cried he, « I vow and 
protest you are almost grown out of my knowledge 
since I saw you at Wellington Lodge; notwithstand- 
ing which, 1 feel flattjered that time, ever on the wing, 
has not erased from your recollection your old school- 
fellow and playmate little Led Morrison, wljo will be 
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rejoiced to sOe you/V With these |fvor(l» Mr, MorriHoti 
tBkiog Adolphus eordiully by the hfiiid, ushered him 
into a neat Jittlo parlour, and introduced him to hts 
wife and two daughters* They were lovely girls; 
and the modest iieathOss of their diiess accorded irifh 
the simplicity of theif manners; and they welcomed 
Adolphus, as the friend of their brother, without cere- 
mony, or affectation. 

Go Mary,” cried Mr. Morrison, addressing his 
youngest daughter, and apprise your brother of 
Mr. Walsingham’s arrival you will find him in the 
counting house. ^ Led is pretty steady for his age 
Mr. Walsinghain ; but we cannot expect that old heads 
will grow On young shoulders. The thins: i» quite 
linreasdnable. So I never lliink of it when Led has a 
itiind to be a little frolicsome.” 

I always fouhd Leonard Morrison sensible of his 
duty,” answered Adolphus. 

On which the old gentleman smiled, and observed, 
Tw HU excellent thing to have a friend at court,” 
uf the same instant that Leonard flew into the room 
and gave Adolphus such a hearty embrace and warm 
welcome, that he felt assured their early friendship 
w as not forgotten. ‘‘ IJearest Walsingliam,” cried he, 
this is the most unexpected happiness you can ima- 
gine. How frequently have I talked of you to iny 
mother and sisters. Have not I Mary ? Have not 1 
Harriet ? Have not 1 motlicr ?” — And again the gene- 
rous youth pressedAdolphus to his bosom with affection- 
ate ardour. In a short time, encouraged by the presence 
of Leonard, Adolphus became familiar wdth his amia- 
ble family ; and perceived with no small degree of 
satisfaction that Sambo was likely to become a favorite ; 
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being placed in thels|p of Miss Morrison; whobMlow** 
od on him the fon(]ost caresses* 

Ah! friendship! — thought Adolphus — thou art a 
gem of such pure^/uy, that thou art never known in 
the gay moments of thoughtless pleasure J thy intrinsic 
value can only he estimated when the dark hour of 
adversity is gathering round the head of the devoted 
sufferer. 

Adolphus imparted his sorrows and the nature of 
]iis situation to the sympathizing breast of Leonard 
Morrison ; concealing only that part of his little his- 
tory which he w'as bound not to Reveal. At the 
conclusion of which he grasped his hand while he 
exclaimed, — By my soul Walsingham this is a most 
lamentable story; and I am glad thou hast stumbled on 
the block of Miss — fortune: because, hadst thou been 
fortunate and successful, T could not have served thee. 
But now thou art poor and miserable, thou shalt never 
want a penny, while Led Morrison has the command 
of a shilling! And, by the by, Walsingham, I ipust 
now tell you a little bit of history of my own. Father 
has somehow taken it into bis head that, if I go abroad, 

I shall make my fortune better than by staying in 
England to marry a little wench that I am grown 
devilishly fond of ; but ag father do’nt seem to relish 
malriiiiony, and I have no mind to take Rachel for a 
mistress, wdiy, egad, what do you think ? 

I ednnot precisely tell,’- replied Adolphus, ad- 
miring the candid sentiments of his young impassioned 
friend. 

“ Why,” continued Leonard, I am going off to 
the West Indies in the character of an English mer- 
chant ; and there if I prosper, and success crowns my 


r 



114 


THE oftPUAX KOY, OH 


hopes, i’ll come batck and nmr^ry Rachel in spite of 
their teeth. Now Walsinghain, what gay you ? I have 
more than enough to provide for my own \vant>i, and 
a little to spare; and if I choose to give that little to 
a friend, what’s that to any one ! 

I would not impoverish you for the wealth of 
worlds Leonard,” cried Adolphus, though my heart 
bounds at your generous proposal ; aud I own the 
oflfer is transporting to one in my circumstances ; yet 
your father— 

Is a friend to the fatherless,” repeated Ijeonard; 
and wishing him a good night’s repose, tiu y suspended 
all further conversation on thissnlycct till the ensuing 
morning. 

Adolphus knew not what conversation had taken 
place bet ween the father and son relative to his sit nation; 
but he found his friend Leonard not likely to he oppostul 
in his wish of making him the comjmnion of his voyage 
to the West Indies, for Mr. Morrison, calling him 
inti) the counting house the very next morning ad- 
dressed him in the following terms: — 

Mr. Walsingham, I shall be exceedingly happy to 
have half an hour's conversation with you : I cannot 
spare more time ; for I am a man of business : I am a 
tradesman, and keep a shvip ; and if that shop is not 
minded, why it is very likely there wH)nld be no shop 
at all. Leonard has briefly informed me of the little 
fireside story that is blown about in the Austincoint 
family ; and it is very clear to me Mr. Walsingham, 
you will excuse me, I must speak my mind, it is per- 
fectly clear to me tljat, Mr. Frederic Austincourt is 
the betrayer of the unfortunate girl Fanny Roseberr}. 
Ncvertl«elcss young man, I cfunmrnd yonr princi[)1es. 
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for having acted with integrity ; and I do not see how 
you could have revealed the seftret with which you 
were intrusted without entirely sacrifioing them; for 
oaths are binding though* made to a villain. With 
respect to Sir Mildred, though 1 know him to be a 
most excellent character, and a rigid moralist, yet ia 
this afTair I think, he has carried bis morality too far* 
For doing your duty according to the principles of 
your religion, he has sentenced you to a trial which 
ouglit only to have been the punishment of the crime 
itself. However, my %oung friend,, we will discus? 
this matter no furtlicr : let the {parties concerned 
answer for their conduct at some future day: — in the 
mean time, I am so far satisfied with the part you 
have acted that, 1 do not scruple to select you as the 
companion of my son till his return from his intended 
expedition to tl.e Indies. Ania greater task is 

assigned jon ; I sjiall a))point joii his guardian during 
ilic time you sliall remain with him ; for I suppose 
Led has told you of a sort of foolish attachment he has 
got for Rachel Suinmervillo ; but I have put a spoke 
into that wheel ; and for this reason, the girl has 
nothing but beauty to recommend her; so I am told, 
for I never saw her. All very well to L© sure, a pretty 
girl may do under the rose; there is no denying it: 
but a man, Mr. Walsingliam, must have something 
more sulistantial when he takes a fireside companion 
for Ilia journey through life.” — 

Adoljihus smiled, but not chusing to hazard an 
opinion on a subject so delicately tender as the attach* 
ment of his friend, remained silent. 

“ What,” cried 3Ir. Morrison, ‘‘ you wo’nt blab I 
see ! Leonard has told you all : but y ou are wise 
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eooug;h to hold yourtongueabou^ if. So lot’n adjourn 
to dinner in our little parlour, my v. ifehas made some 
nice apple duinplings, and 1 am very loud of them.” 

The end of this speech concluded the conversation 
between Adolphus and Mr. Morrison ; and if ever the 
poor Orphan Boy was vain, it was the approbation of 
this upright, honest, and industrious tradesman that 
gratified his vanity ; and from this period, he became 
an inmat^^of this hospitable family: experiencing such 
kindness'and attention as he never found in the bosom 
of those relatives to whom he was hound by the ties of 
nature. .He divided his time, according to the best of 
his judgment, in partaking of rational amusements 
with Leonard, and rendering what little assistance he 
was capable of in the counting house of Mr.Morrison ; 
and thought himself liappy when every sunday carno 
round in escorting the Miss Morrisons to churcli. 
And whenever he conversed with’ these lovely and 
amiable girls, be compared liis present tranquil feelings 
with those agttated and unfortunate ones he experi- 
enced in the splendid and fashionable family of Sir 
Mildred Austincourt. — And, ah, reflected Adolphus, 
how swiftly time passes when a certain uniformity 
guides every minute of our lives. The mind then 
feels no vacuum. All is supplied by useful occupation. 
While dissipation flies to the haunts of giddy passion ; 
and seeks in vain to find that bird of peace, whose 
downy wings can only rest on the bosom of social 
happiness. 

While preparations for Leonard’s expedition were 
making by Mr. and Mrs. Morrison, and even the day 
appointed when he w^as to accompany his son to 
Liverpool, from which place he was to embark on 
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board a fine well built West Indianian bound for 
Jamaica, Adolphus candidly informed the old gentle- 
man of the state of his finances and scantiness of 
his wardrobe ; giving hiin*his motives for his notwish- 
to increase it when he left the house of his uncle* 
— I will not hear a word more on the subject,’* 
uttered Mr. Morrison, and immediately walked into 
the counting house. But the next day, Adolphus was 
presented with a bill for fifty pounds, payable at sight, 
by one of his clerks ; which so overwhelmed him 
with gratitifde, that lie shed tears when he informed 
Leonard of his father’s unexamplof?generosity. And 
Mrs. Morrison had now the goodness to provide all 
such necessary apparel as he stood in need of. But 
notwithstanding the mind of Adolphus w as most hap- 
pily (to use a mariner’s phrase) under easy soil,” he 
could not, as tlic day approached Ifor his departure, 
divest himself of an indescribable pang at the idea of 
quitting, jKjrhaps for ever, the country that gave him 
birth. And although he endeavoured to chase«away 
the tear that had intruded itself on this reflection, wet 
his uncle was still inexpressibly dear to his forlorn 
heart ; and Theodora was still the object of his most 
tender remembrance : — she was more ; she was idolized : 
and as her beauteous fqym floated across his imagina- 
tion, and the fascinating sw^eetness of her voice vibrated 
on his ear, he fondly exclaimed — Yes, Theodora, 
when the ocean divides us, we shall indeed be separated ; 
but dear^ enchanting, maid, no power can separate you 
from my heart ! there you will hold a place till time is 
seen and heard no more ! And should a watery grave 
bury the remains of your devoted Walsingham, thy 
form hovering over me like a celestial spirit, shall 
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descend with me to the depthless sea ; and wart me io 
the regions of eteniar happiness ! ^ 

Adolphus \v:is alone in IjConard’s chamber uncon- 
scious of being overheard ^Iieii he uttered tliis with 
all the ardour of tl.e most impassioned tenderness, 
when, to his great cinbaiTasement, he perc(?ivecl the 
youngest Miss Morrison with her work-basket stationed 
so directly near the window', which was open, that 
he concluded she must have heard every w ord he had 
so incautiously uttered. 

There was a softness and delicacy in the manners of 
this young lady hich greatly added to her personal 
loveliness; and frequently when Adolphus had caught 
himself admiring the downcast modesty of her sw eet 
blue eyes, he had thought that, had he never beheld 
lady Theodora, his heart would irresistibly have b('(Mi 
won by the charnio of Mary Morrison. liut tlie chain 
bound by faithful love cannot be broken ; it may be 
weakened, or depressed, but never broken ! Dcter- 
?Miiied liow ever, in compliance with the w ishes of this 
mest amiable family, to appear |)erfectly sensible of 
the happiness which they had conferred on him, he 
mustered up all the spirits he was master of, and 
seemed at tlie supper table of Mr. Morrison, the 
gayest of the throng. Not so (he lovely Mary : tlie 
roses on tliis evening liad deserted her fair cheek— a 
pensive melanclioly shaded her features — and in a low 
and tremulous voice she answered the tender enquiries 
made to her by her brother. 

Mary, dearest girl,” cried Leonard, as he kissed 
her cheek, are you not w'ell my love ? I never saw 
you look so pale before. Yet you were merry enough 
two hours ago in the garden you know, when I was 
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felling you and Harriet that, on my return home to 
Enoland, I shoirid bring a rich West India Nabob 
apiece for you. And do’nt you remAnber how you 
laughed and said, ‘ If ever I marry Leonard, it wo’nt 
be for the sake of riches I promise you!’ did not she 
Harriet ? 

That she did,” answered Miss Morrison, and 
more than tliat Mary you said, but I wo’nt tell.” 

This innocent rally of the good humoured brotlier 
and sister was for some cause or other too much for 
the dejected Mary; she burst into tears; and to the 
astonishment of Mr. and Mrs. i^^or^son, her brother 
and Adolphus, hid her face in her sister’s bosom and 
solibed aloud. 

Had a thunderbolt from heaven dropped on the 
devoted head of the Orphan Boy, he could not have 
felt more arrested by the blow, than by this delicate 
])ro()forgciinine*sensibility in the gentle heart of Mary. 
He calculated exactly on the time, when alone in 
Leonard’s apartment, that he had breathed fortJt t4fC' 
name of Theodora in such rapturous exclamations ; 
and though he wished not to recall the truths he had 
uttered in the sinci'rity of his heart, yet it revealed a 
secret, the knowledge of which gave him indescribable 
anguish — Mary Morrisiai cherished love for him; and 
it was impossible for him ever to love Mary Morrison ! 
And more than ever did he deplore that destiny which 
had ])i*onght. him into the bosom of a respectable family 
only to invade its repose. 

‘‘ The sensibility of Mary can easily be accounted 
tor,” cried Leonard, as he raised her drooping head 
from the bosom of her surprised sister, she is already 
j'lnticijJcitiug the parting adieu with her good foi' nothing 
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brother; who deserves to be horsewhipped fur givings 
her a nioment^s pain/* , 

The whole family concurring in Leonard’s opinion, 
Mary with deep mantling blushes overspreading her 
beautiful countenance, recovered so far as to drink a 
glass of wine which was administered to her by the 
hand of her father; and retired in a few minutes after* 
wards with her sister. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morrison endeavoured to assume an 
air of composure, but in vain ; Mary was their darling, 
and they could not bear to sc^e her unhappy. The 
spirit of the eveiRiig was damped ; its hilarity checked ; 
not even the smiles of the lively Leonard could dispel 
the frozen gloom. And when Adolphus pressed the 
hand of Mr. Morrison as he bade him good night, he 
inwardly felt that he deserved to be arraigned at the 
bar a criminal, without having been guilty of any 
intentional offence. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


Mary Morrison appeared on the day intended for the 
departure of Leonard and Adolphus with a couidc- 
nance serene as spring-tide flowers; a calm compo- 
sure pervaded each lovely feature, and gave her the 
appearance of a celestial being. Nor could Adolphus 
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sufficiently ndnuiBe ihnt .gMmtoeMi of Brfndf olid : imtiti 
modesty^ which the rengtMittOB Sf.a ht^ei^ pMlUNl 
that could meet no ratavn so powearffiffiy oriuMd* 
And he was now ioipatieut ibr the mosaiMUl nthea Us 
absence would eflectually restoref the sweat to 
that peace, which he had unconsciously invailedi 

The social little parlour of Mr. MoiixisiMl was 
crowded with ffirewell visitants, who would insist 
on shaking hands with Leooard before he quitted 
St. Albans : and the chaise having been otsdered to 
the door, Adolphus handed Mr. Morrison into it; and 
tore Leonard from the arms of hi^ weeping jBother 
and sisters; being too much effected himself to trurt 
liis voice with a parting adieu. 

Pull up the glasses,” uttered Mr. Mtxrrison in a 
hasty tone, and as if wishing to get the better of his 
emotion, which the fond ffitber could not conceal ; 
and his orders wdTe instantly obeyed ; for the postillion 
setting spurs to his horses, they drove off at full speed 
from the town of St. Albans. As they proceeded ««r 
their journey, I.ieonard recovered his sinrits; and Mr. 
Morrison was himself too merry a companion to be 
long under the influence of sadness. He both laughed, 
talked, sung, and repeated many pleasant anecdotes cal* 
culated to enliven them s and in this sort of dispration 
they arrived at Liverpool ; and the next day went on 
board the Folix, a line ship, well manned, in excel* 
lent condition, and properly conducted by Captain 
Parker; who received them withoid ceremony, with 
much good humour and social kradness. 

We will not comment up<m the parting which took 
place between Leonard and his ffither ; being such as 
stamped an indelible impression on the mind of the 
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Oi^llth Boy; W Im rarcwell word« 

fao stepped itlto the boat which was to convey liim on 
shore Ldoiuirdi,’’ cried he, let your conduct be 
soch w^lK^h nlMsent fro home, as to meet the smile of 
Welliii^ And remember, that, from 

geneid^ion' to generation, your ancestors ha%'e been 
btwn humble, the tons of honest industry ; whose names 
have never yet been tainted with dishonour ! Fare- 
well, liOd! hold ^this in your remembrance^ ; let no 
<fiil8e prtde induce^you to behave ill to your inferiors — 
tolain a sense of humility about you — and the bles- 
sing and the ca^e of Almighty Providence direct you 
alwaysIV. — 

lieonard bowed his head in submission to his father's 
benedbetion ; the boat pushed oft"; and tlie wind blowing 
dUrtotly favorable to their wishes, they weighed anciior 
in less than two Cburs from the land of (ireat Britain ; 
and continued their course for the' space of several 
days with every pro8[>ect before them of a safe, s|)eeciy, 

' ir.r)dUplea8ant voyage* 

*Who bas ever yet contemplated the wide expanse 
of ocean but with emotion!— either our hearts are 
.divided with love, or fear — some dear tie feoni w hich 
we are sundered^some tender throb, unseen, un- 
known, or felt by others, but that we ourselves are 
tridy conscious of when our little bark is launched 
into the bosom of the boundless sea, with no traces of 
the far distant land to meet the welcome eye. Ah ! 
then should fond remembrance of long cherished ob- 
jects steal upon the mind, or the awful voice of con- 
«aeience whisper that we have been unkind, this is a 
moment when reflectiaii'visits us, as with compunction, 
and pity drops not the unavailing tear* The heart is 
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softened — our spirit i» suUduedr-and when we behold 
the small space wlfich divides us^froni the great eter- 
nity, we perceive the insignificance of Worldly pride, 
and the vain impotence of all mortal power. 

No such contentious visitings bf conscience, how- 
ever, tillefi the heart of the poor Orphan Boy; for his 
nas the breast of unsullied innocence, which never 
yet had shamed the lovely semblance that it^ wore. 
And as he watched in silence over the waves, that 
soinelimes dashed in sullen anger, and at another, 
only gently agitated the burthen which.it bore, be 
sketched Iroiu the power of his poetic*fancy the follow- 
ing lines addressed to the sea-boy, whose figure, was 
at tiiat moment exactly before him, in the employment 
of some marine duty on board the Felix ' 


THE SEA BO Y. 


Hock'd by the roaring waters, on the deep 
The Sca-fi(iy rough nTliiicsi in gentle sleep, 
Unconscious of the wave. 

Which soon may plunge him with impetuous foam, 
Far, far from parents, friends, and much lov'd home. 
Into a wat'ry ^rave. 

Ragged and torn — health decks his chubby face ; 

And makes him cheerful nitd'st a jovial race 
Of incssmateH, kind and free ; — 

He whistles when the shin glides smooth along; 

Or on the midnight watch, he tunes his 8ong< 

,0f youthful jollity. 


The following lines were written by tlic Author on a Tuvaee to 
Scotland. - 
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But now hit longing ejeii descry the nhore. 

Whore, from his mother's arms, He last was t«»re : — 
He Uiinka, rwas hard to parti — 

The Teasers moor'd i — he drops a joyful tear ; 

And fondly clasps again that mother dear 
With transport to his heart. 


lieonard and Adolpfaas beings the only passengerft 
onboard the Felix, they enjoyed the fe^ociety of Captain 
Parker with real pleasure; who furnished them with 
many particulars of the commercial business of a coun- 
try to which they were both entire strangers ; and for 
which they were greatly indebted. When the weather 
was fine they took slight sketches of the beautiful and 
magnificent Views which, the nearer they approached 
the Western Isles, became more awfully grand and 
picturesque. And one evening as Adolphus sat in 
close conversation with Leonard in the^Captain's cabin, 
where they were regaling themselves over some excel- 
4^M])pnch which, he assured them, was the produce of 
some of the finest West India islands, a loud and 
piercing shriek, which seemed to issue from the inte- 
rior part of the ship, assailed their ears; and imme- 
diately a wrangting among the sailors became general. 
It was in vain that the captainodemanded to know the 
cause of such disturbance : no one seemed anxious to 
to answer his inquiries: until further and stricter 
investigation taking place, a sailor on the mid-watch 
was heard to exclaim — That it was all along of little 
Ben having purloined a bottle of rum from one of the 
men on the pretence of giving it to his comrade who 
lay sick in the same birth with him:’' — and as theft in 
a ship’s company was in no way to be tolerated, from 
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whatever cause it proceeded, Rule Ben was sentenced 
to the accustomed punishment, as soen as his captain 
should fully be made acquainted with the nature of his 
oflTence. On hearing which thoboy actually screamed 
with terror ; and was down on his knees to solicit 
pardon and forgiveness when they heard the out-cry. 

^^Cbnfine him in the bold till to-morrow^ morning,*' 
cried the captain, when he shall be punished accord- 
ingly; but to night I desire that no one presumes to 
interfere with him.” • 

This being done, Captain Parker returned to his 
pipe and his grog: and in perfect good humour related 
the cause of quarrel with the men. — The little 
scoundrel shall have a sound drubbing for these tricks,'* 
added he, or he may chance to transgress again in the 
same manner. I know not how it is however that he 
should have be^h guilty of an offence so flagrant: I 
have always had occasion to like the boy for his good 
behaviour : he is very quiet, very diligent, and jsk. 
sober ; added to which, he is one of the handsomest 
little fellows I ever beheld in iny life. He came ta 
me without friends, or apparently any protection ; and 
I took him on board from motives of compassion.” 

Poor little fellow ! (cried Adolphus) I could al- 
most find it in my heart to plead for him ; the motive 
ueing humanity which led him to steal the rum, not 
for himself, but to alleviate, as he conceived, the suf-. 
ferings of a sick companion.” 

It is not the motive, but the act, for which he must 
be tried,” answered Captain Parker, “ and were I 
inclined to pardon him, it would be setting a bad 
example to the rest of my ship's company.” 

As Adolphus could not gainsay so ^^ust*a remark; 



mi 


THK BOY, OR 


he ifespairod of obfaiitifi|^* a m«»>date of pardon fi>r (he 
little culprit ; yut he n»» de(erii)inrd lo l>e twn deek 
time enough (he iworniiig (o wilnens hfH e»uiiii- 
nntion. 

All the seamen on board the Felix, except those 
uho were actK el v einployiHl, were ordcwd lo at tend 
the imMiieiit they heard the eight oVIock l>e;H ring,' to 
be? special nitiiesses against the cchkIucI of little Ben ; 
a title he had ucrpiired from his Indiig of extreme 
sniali stature. And Adolphus no less aii,xicHis than 
the rest to liear what be should say tkir himself, Ictl 
Iw«eoiiard to his repose, and stationed himself on the 
deck. In a few miniiteft the captain a|>|)eared, and all 
were in readiness to receive him ; and the signal being 
made to bring up little Ben, he made his ap{)ea ranee 
with both his luuid« coiitiiied w ith a rope, and a large 
fur cap that almost concealed his face; which l>eiiig 
removed by order of Captain Parker, exhibited a 
«»o4J Li^ ^^iiance of smih uncommon l>eaiity and innocence 
that, Adolphus could not help looking at him with 
increased pity and commiseration. 

How' came you little Ben,'^ demanded the captain 
sternly surveying him/^ to be guilty of the crime you are 
here charged w itli r Do you not know that taking a liot- 
tlc of rum, no matter for w hat purpose it W5t8 deitigned, 
is felony — and that you are no more, and no less, than 
a thief ^ Are you not ashamed of yourself? 

Immediately the boy replied, and wilhoul the least 
embarrassment, Indeed I am no thief sir ; I did my 
duty ; and as my mother said beibre I came to sea, 

‘ Truth may be blafned but cannot be sliumed.' ” 

All this is true,” cried Captain Parker, but how 
can you viiakc it appear that juu did >our duty in 
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taking the prop<frty<r>t another ^'bicli did nol belong to 

• *• 

>ou? 

Little Ben ifistuntly fixt hi8 iiriglit and iritelligeiYt 
eyes on one of his priiiet^ml arensprs, because Sir’’ 
aftswered lie, the pro|)erty %i as fiiicte: I did not steal 
ft : 1 paid two slMliiiigs, all the tnoney I liaii in the 
vvoiid^ r«»r tlie Ixittle of nicii ; and ttnit aia«i 'sedd it «ie 
who afterwards accused me of roU>ing hinu” 

Is this true,” deiiiamkxl the captain, of an! ill 
lof>kiiig fellow w lio hUhhI on his left hand. I’lie man 
iu first liesitated; hut being interrogated more sternly 
by his ciiptain, at length confessed that, he had re- 
ceived two sliiJlings from iittle Ben; iiikI delivered to 
iiiiii, the liottle of rum, on a i>roiiiise that Im would 
givejiiin two more on his aiTival at Jumaica. 

** 1 aai satislied,’' answered tlic^ cap4itti, and without 
aiivaiicing another syllable, sentenc’ed the atxuser of 
little lien to m^eive two hundred lashes on the gJing- 
way, for the part he had acted against an innocent 
boy« But CIO sooner did Hen tind his iiaiids at liberty, 
than clasping them Imth together, and dropping on his 
hn<H>s, to tlie astoiiishnient of aii pix^seiit, he hurst into 
tears, a^d implored the OH^daiu to revoke the sentence 
be had passed. 

Captain Parker grew eliraged: — IIow^ dare vou, 
yoi little rascal,'*’ cried ht?, presume to make so iiii- 
|KM’tineiit a request! If 1 sulVer this insedetn^' to go 
unpunished, 1 shall no longer have the coiaiiiund of 
my own ship.” 

On this lie ordered Ben iii>stantly to be tied up and 
to receive a round dozen for liis pains. And no one 
daring Co oiler lo interpose against a command so ab- 
solute, the captain ord<»red little lieu to strijA 
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^ Come, strip sir,?* vociferated he in a voice of thiin*' 
der,” when tj!ic intrepidity of the boy perfectly asto- 
nished and confounded the siirrounding spectators ; 
for in no way dis^naycd he began to unbutton the 
large hose saijor^s jacket that enveloped him with the 
greatest composure. A malicious grin sat on the 
countenance of the savage fellow for whom he was 
going to suffer the chastisement ; and already was the 
uplifted hand raised in readiness*— when, lo! from 
beneath the loose jacket and trowsers^npw thrown off, 
appeared to the wondering eyes of the beholders, not 
the form of little Ben the sailor boy, but a beautiful 
young woman, apparently not more than sixteen years 
of age, completely but plainly attired in a habit, which 
sat close to a shape of the most exquisite delicacy. — 
Behold uttered she, turning to the astonished 
crew, and bending her knee before the amazed captain, 
behold an unprotected woman ! and strike if you think 
pro per! 

No, shiver my topsails, if 1 do !” cried the sailor 
who held the rope, and dropping it to the ground in 
the same instant, may my fingers rot off piecemeal 
if ever I raise a hand to hurt a helpless woman.” 

Go and drink a glass of the best grog I have in 
my ship” echoed the captain, while he humanely raised 
the unknown female from her suppliant posture, and 
waving his hand to the crew, each seaman bowing with 
submission, returned to his respective duties ; he then 
addressed the lady thus Though not acquainted, 
Madam, with the motives of your extraordinary con- 
duct, nor the cause which has brought you into so 
singular a situation, yet, permit me to apologize for 
the rough usage you have met with ; and lo beg you 
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will immediately df> me the %vor to walk into my 
cabii), whore you'are at liberty to remain without dis- 
tressing either your feelings, sex, or condition.” 

She obeyed in silence ; bii^t trembled so excessively 
that, the captain and Adolphus both found it necessary 
to assist her; and each taking an arm, they gained the 
entrance of the cabin just as Leonard was coming out 
of Ids. But what language can do justice to his feel- 
ings, or the surprise of Adolphus, when, happening to 
cast a transient glanco at the lady, he sprung forward 
to meet her, exclaiming— Rachel! my own beloved 
Rachel !”— 

My own dear Leonard,” she replied, I could not 
live without 

The sentence which was intended to follow was 
siij)»)ressed : — a smile played round Ijer lovely features : 
— bift joys extatic glow was too much; for the very 
moment that Ailol[)hus resigned her to the care of 
liCoiKiril, slie faiiHcd in his arms. 


CMAPyER XVII. 


We will not venture to inquire too minutely into 
the feelings of Leonard Morrison, or those of the heroic 
girl of his heart when sufficiently recovered to explain 
to him all the imprudent steps she had taken for his 
sake, because sages may condemn, and rigid moralists 
declare that, a female thus circumstanced, .deserves to 
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%\xtkr all the perils of fate, i niieed ! and is there no 
probation then^ibr niaa to softer whd has uiiivarii y led 
her on to the pursuit? Ye grave philosophers, ii‘ \e 
have never known n liat U is to breathe the tender nigh 
oftkithful love, ve shall not >>e at libertv to answer 
this question. We shall only observe that, Itached 
Summerville was not despised or rejected by Leoiiard 
Morrison, for having thus veiilurwl beyoiid the bounds 
which circumspectfon and prudence prescrilje, because, 
it was for his single sake that j^he had braved a trial 
so hardy. And the very first question which Leonard 
asked of Adolphus when they were a little recovered 
from their surprize and agitation, w as the following: * 
What ought a man to do for the woman ivho hasxicted 
like Rachel;’’ cried he, has she not risked her ,.oie 
her happiness, ai^ her life for me — endured all hurtl- 
ships, and scorned all dangers, for my sake — nay, more 
dreaded tlmii all by a virtuous female, has she not 
renounced the world’s opinion for me too ? What a 
scSifndrel then should 1 be to U^ave her to perish in 
that base w oidd w hich w ould shortly have desei jed her 
on my account ! Yet is Rachel pure as celestial angels I 
And believe me my dear Walsinglmm. 1 sliall be more 
proud in calling the humble RaclieJ my wife, than I 
should be w ere 1 the titled seducer oi female innocenre. 

I mean to marry Rachel, "WaLsiiighaiii, the verv firs** 
moment that I have an opportunity ; and w ere my 
father hif»self here, lie should not oppose me in thi> 
determined resolution.” 

Adolphus could not but concur in the honorable 
sentiments of his amiable friend ; and from that mo- 
ment, Miss Sainmerville was considered as the affianced 
wile of Mi*. Morrison, and w*as treated by Captain 
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Piirkcr wifh every mark of tifr most respectful atten- 
tion ; a cabin l>cing^ immediately appropriated to her 
accommodation. In addition to the little social party 
on bfmrd the Felix, the society of so lovely and fn- 
icrcstin^ a young female, could not fail of being a 
cfmsiderable acquisition. For in Rachel, to iincorn- 
wion loveliness of person, was united a manner irresist- 
ibly sw(*et and fascinating ; and though she possessed 
an extraorclinary d(‘grec of spirit, it was tempered with 
a guMi cle{|l €>f good diuniour ; which at times partook 
of tlie most lively wit. And fref|iiently when Captain 
Pinker used to remind her of her assuming the charac- 
i« X ot Hie Id tie sailor boy, with cheeks which would 
' V Availed the deeply blushing rose, she would 
siiii!* .'iini exdaim--^^ There was but one thing in 
H hu h 1 sliould have disobeyed tlje commands of my 
no])le 'xptain'^ 

“ And what was tlial you little enchantress de- 
manded the captain. 

To whicli she sportively replied — “ The going up 
I always trembled to see so many poor sailors 
*ian!;*irig by the rigging. Ah ! Captain, and if you had 
rommanded me at that instant to have followed their 
the fears of my sex had certainly betrayed 
f^onr little Ben to youf displeasure.” 

But the sweet little cherub that sits up aloft,’ 
would still have protected you, you know in the words 
of the old song,” cried Captain Parker, Providence, 
lady, is the mariner’s sheet anchor. In the midst of 
rhe storm he files to it for protection ; and though 
shipwrecked, he is yet conducted by its unseen hand 
to behold his native land again.” — 

Perhaps at the moment that Captain Parker uttered 
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this, it did not require A pair of spectacles to |>erccivc 
that, a tear, a grateful tear of genuine sensibility, had 
wetted his manly cheek ; whicji, though a hardy sailor, 
he did not affect to wipe away. For that tear was 
sacred to Providence; by whose unerring hand he had 
more than once been snatched from a watery grave ; 
and been preserved through the dangers of many a 
perilous voyage on the Western seas. I'he conver- 
eation however soon took a more lively turn ; llie 
charming Rachel contributing to .fascinate her attentive 
auditors w’ith several melodious songs, which she 
warbled in a style of the most bew itching sw^eetness 
and simplicity; that left an impression which could not 
easily be erased from their hearts. Nor did Captain 
Parker or Adolphus, in contemplating the various 
periections of this Ipvely and attractive young creature, 
the least wonder at the influence she possessed in tlie 
heart of her lover ; or that he should risk some little 
danger to secure a prize so w^orthy of his affection. 

"THfeanwhile tlie course of their voyage ran smooth 
and under the most auspicious omens for a considera- 
ble time. They had favorable gales, gentle seas, and 
light and refreshing breezes; and never was a sliip^s 
company in better condition, or a more happy party of 
social beings, than that which* was now assembled on 
board the Felix. And if a sigh now and then escaped 
from the bosom of Adolphus, or a tear sometimes in- 
voluntarily filled his eyes,* they were concentrated in 
the memory of those loved objects dearest to his heart ; 
and whom it was possible in this world’s earthly space 
he might never again behold, Lady Theodora Percy 
and his beloved cousin Edmund Austincourt. And 
these were objects which he felt, nor seas, nor distant 
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rlimcs however foroi^nj or remottlj could disunite from 
his tenderest re/};:irds. 

It was one evening when all was still, and hushed, 
and silent as tl)e then peaceful w^ive, that Adolphus 
stole from the society of his friends and stationed him- 
self on the deck to conicmplatc, as he frequently did, 
(he awful majesty of the moon just then rising from 
the wliitc bosom of the ocean ; and as he silently watch- 
ed the solitary mariner who w^ts seated at the helm, 
ho jierceived ^hat, man j* times he cast an anxious and 
enquiring look at tlu* hori^rctii, whicli then slione bright; 
after that he would carefulfy examine the compass, 
V. histle part of a seaman’s ditty, take a fresh supply of 
tobacco, and return to bis watcli again. At length he 
exclaimed to a seaman w ho was just going to his ham- 
njock, luiving put on a large fur cap< — Avast Tom 
and fotcli me my jacket.” 

To whiclj the seaman rc}'/?ied, — Shiver my timbers, 
what ! on such a night as this ! There’s n fresh breeze 
to be sure, but, hang it, V/ill, there’s no danger of 
your getting w^et through to niglit ; why the moon is 
shining as bright as day. 

No matter for that,” cried the old helmsman, I 
would wager you the best glass of grog in the ship 
that we have a plaguy heav?^ foul storm before morning. 
There’s no deceiving Will Sturdy, ^’jook aloft! and 
that will tell you plainly what is coining! and if that 
wo’nt do, look at the breakers!” 

Look at your fool’s head !” retorted his companion ; 
and without further ceremony left Will Sturdy to his 
cogitations. In which, however, he was presently dis- 
turbed by Adolphus, who, as tlie wind was certainly 
blowing more fresh than usual, ventured to inquire if 
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he was fearful thal^ a change in the weatlier would 
lake place. ^ 

To which (he old seaman very quaintly replied, — 
as to fe?ir your honoc*, Uis a sort of thing that we sailoi-s 
tlrink but little of : for when it comes we do’nt ninrh 
mind it: but there’s a mortal brisk gale springing np 
from the Westward I promise you. 1 always snuff a 
gale when it is no further off than iny nose; no one 
better in the ship/’ 

It is not certain whether AMoTphus would have put 
much faith in the old swiinau’s prediction had not 
Captain Parker at (hat precise moment made his 
appearance on the deck; and looking around him, 
he turned towards Will Stirrrly, and in a graver man- 
ner than usual exclaimed— The bret^zc blows fresh 
Will, reef the t'jpsails.” 

All hands were immediately ordered aloft : and ii 
was very soon perceived that old Will’s prediction was 
too clearly verified, for (he wind now blew a lurrricane; 
and Ific clouds gathering fast and darkening overr them, 
gave every reason to fear the approaching storm. 
Meanwhile every precaution was immediately taken 
by the excellent management of Captain Parker ; who, 
stationing himself at the helm, directed every man to 
his respective duty : encouraging them by his own 
example to use every exertion for the preservation of 
their own lives and that of iheir fellow creatures in a 
voice so firm and manly, and at the same time so 
consolatory that, each man, one and all, were strip! 
instantly, in order to pump the ship should such an 
expedient be found necessary. The novelty of such a 
scene, and on such a mind as that of Adolphus may h% 
better (Mi than desciibcd; who possessing himself a 
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fortitude and courage^ which wasSndtnirablo, did not 
desert his fruMuls at*tliis perilous and trying moment 
of their lives: and to the rvi^-at(‘d enquiru^s made hy 
lieonard and Raclicl to kiu>w if there is any danger 
he constantly replied — I-*et ms ulliniaUdy ndy on the 
jnerciful protection 4)f Almighty I’rovidence my be- 
loved friends, and do not distress me by making en- 
quiries which are now unavailing. Ail I can at present 
learn of the brave fellows who lu e manfully em- 
ployed in our service is, tjliat we are likely to be driven 
ou the Scottish coast.’’ 

f>u tlie Scottish coast!” exclaimed Rachel, Oh! 
may heaven direct us thilbtT in safe^tv from this fearful 
storm ! I^t me Intt reach Scotland, dear I^eonard, 
the native land of my forefathers, and in tliy arms 
resign my latest breath ! But, oh ! W'^lsingiiam ! this 
ttu ror creeping through my heart is not half so dread- 
ful as (he thought of parting from liim in the briny 
wave! — there if i lose him 

“ You will meet again^ where seas cannot divitle" 
you,” uttered Adolphus, in a voice, nsarked with so 
strong an emphasis that, its ineaning could not be 
mistaken; and the now terriiied and agonized maid 
clung to that hosoin from which she was tirinly resolved 
not even (lie iippalliiig imSge of ajiproaching death 
should separate her. 

C^ilm thy fears niy dearest!” cried the now almost 
frantic Leonard, and while these arms are permitted 
io (‘iifold you, frojn thence you shall not be torn!” 

Scarce had he uttered these w'ords when a crush like 
the fall of a thunderbolt assailed their ears. Adolphus 
grasped the hand of Leonard, and tlie next moment 
rushed upon the deck, w hen a sight the most aw ful and 
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affectinsf prescnted^itself to his fear-struck view. It 
was the mi*2vsen mast cut away by order of Captain 
Parker; and with it two the ablest seamen washed 
overboard, whom was impossible to rescue from a 
watery grave. Bravo fellows ! they perished ! and at 
this awful and agonizing' moment the lamenlati(ui 
became general. 

Not so the intrepid captain ! be alone remained 
firm and collected ; and stripped even to his shirt, 
heeded not the waves that dmihed over Jiim as he stood 
at the helm cheering the poor sailors, and giving every 
direction he thought imniediatoly necessary for the 
safety of the ship. — Hold my brave fellows,” uttered 
he, in a voice that struck courage, and animated hope, 
into every seamairs heart, the tempest slackens! 
Let us but on?c clear the rocks and we slrall gain a 
place of safety ! Behold you not (he ScoUisli coast ! 
—tack about mv boys — that’s my liearties — boar away 
— courage niy boyrs — droop not — faird not — the gale 
lowers— the sky brightens — well done my hearts of 
oak — another tack, and with the aid of him who ride ^ 
on the bosom of these waters, will see us in the Scottish 
channel ! — Will Sturdy, away to yonr post my boy ! — 
All tliis was uttered in one broatli by the intrepid 
and brave Captain Parker ; and at times even these 
words were scarcc?ly intelligilile from ilie dreadful 
howling of the winds, and the roaring of the tempest- 
uous waves. Yet llu^ had inspired hope — they had 
inspired courage. The men, whose exertions had a 
moment before seemed powerless and exhausted, were 
now roused to renew their energy and their strength ; 
and cheered by the voice of their brave commander, 
each man rushed again to the most active duty of 
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the ship ; wliich^ by timfly iiiterpogition of Pro- 
vifleiico, had, at the first break of day, just cleared 
the fatal rocks on which mHIions of souls have been 
known to perish. 

And at this moment of iniracnlous preservation, the 
shouts of acdamation which burst from the seamen so 
aflcTted the feelings of the brave Captain Parker, that 
he shed a torrent of involuntary teai*s ; adintntHiering 
a glass of brandy to each brave fellow before he re- 
tired to liis\;abin to partake of the slightest respite 
from bis own fatigue ; during which moinentary inter- 
nal he flew into the presence of the three friends, 
assuring them that if the violence of the storm stiU 
continued to abate as it had done for the last succes- 
sive hours, they might be permitted to hope for 
preservation from all iniinediatc daiigcn* ; in %vhicli 
hope, continued Captain Parker, let us now cheer- 
fully rely, as it is now my intention to steer for Scot- 
land, on whose coast the winds have partly driven its. 
It is now' therefore the only alternative in our pre^ent 
hopeless condition ; the vessel having sustained con- 
siderable damage : in the mean time, do your best to 
comfort that lovely creature.” 

“ Indeed I am quite composed and quite happy,” 
cried Rachel, l>ui-sliug into tears, but pray Captain 
Parker take some repose, you are exhausted with 
fatigue.” 

To wdiich the captain replied, a sailor my dear 
inadani never thinks of repose when he is in the active 
employment of his duty. An hour hence, and you shall 
sre me eating salt beef and biscuit w'ith the best man 
in niy ship.” 

The wind had now fallen cousidorably ; and 
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bloiving directly for the Norths Captain Parker 
CQBSulted witli his mate to bear off direct for the 
Scottish islands, as the only means of safety in their 
present condition ; which was with much dilliculty and 
skilAil management adopted. In addition to which, 
they had an old seaman on board, who, being a native 
of Scotland, and an excellent sailor, orcasionally fur- 
nished them with such information as was immediately 
necessary in exploring the Scottish seas, with which 
he was fully acquainted. And at half-pai^t eight in the 
morning, he hastened down to the eaptaiirs cabin 
with the joyful intelligence that, they were only a very 
few leagues distant fhmi the harbour of Montrose. 

I ken it right weel,” cried Sandy, there’s na a 
bonnier town in aw Scotland for bannocks and bai ley 
meal ; and mony a canty day 1 ha gotten foil wi gude 
whiskey at auld Luckey Meg’s, that keeps the sign 
o’the wee Black Doggie abou the braie.” 

Say you so Sandy,” cried Captain Parker, why 
then 1 do’nt care bow soon we cast anchor on your 
hospitable shore. Bear away my lads, and make for 
the harbour with all possible expedition.” 

In gude honest truth ye’ll tak nae harm when ye 
sail find yerselves in bonny Scotland,” observed Sandy, 
a national pride mounting to his cheek at the same 
instant that it sparkled in his eye^^, a Scotchman w ill 
nae turn his back on the sons of honorable industry 
when he kens they hae a drap o’gude blude i’tlicir 
hearts.” A nd wi th these words he once more mounted 
the deck; leaving an impression in the heart df the 
lovely Rachel which awakened a thousand pleasing 
remeinbeances of her native country, and the birth 
* place of her nnresfoi '^.” 
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Of that native’ country how often had she heard her 
fatlier speak with a glistening eye and grateful heart. 
He had been of the clan of the noble race of Bruce 
Duncan, a valiant chief who haci distinguished himself 
hi the Scottish wars. And Rachel gloried in the 
national sentimeni which had just been uttered by the 
plain and unsophisticated Sandy. This was not a 
moment however for evincing the satisfaction she had 
received ; which from^ motives of the nicest delicacy 
she concealed from the obseiwation of her beloved 
Leonard and Adolphus. For the gale which had 
accidentally thrown her on the shores of her native 
country had proved the failure of all their hopes and 
expectations in another. To them at least, there was 
a probability that, for some time, t\feir voyage would 
unavoidably be delayed to the island of JamaieU, 
und in consequence great losses and diappointments 
ensue. 

Yet to behold Scotland, in which she had inhaled 
her first breath ; and where her infant days had all 
been passed in one uninterrupted scene of calm and 
])eaceful enjoyments, was not a circumstance on which 
slie could reflect with apathy, or indifference. All 
reflections liowo\ (*r weroiiow^ wholly absorbed in one 
crntemplation of more moment than any passing scenes, 
of worldly aflTairs. The escape from shipwTeck, and 
the p^riils they had encountered on the briny waves. 

Nor wxre Leonard and Adolphus unmindful of the 
protection they had received under the wise dispensa- 
tions of Almighty Providence; to whom they alternately 
offered up prayers and thanksgivings. For let it be 
remembered that, if this duty is neglected to a supreme 
and merciful being from whose hands wr* receive every. 
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blessing of our existence, we have i\o right to expect 
that those blessings will he continued ; or that he will 
longer regard those beings who act with ingratitude 
towards him. 

Most admirable indeed was the conduct of Captain 
Parker in this memorable instance; who, as soon as the 
stormy winds had abated, and that immediate danger 
was no longer to be apprehended, collected all his men 
around him, and exhorted them to offer up their 
prayers to that divine being by whose direction they 
had been miraculously preserve<l from a watery grave. 
— To lament your lost companions were now use- 
less,” uttered he, brave fellows ! they perislicd while 
engaged in the active employment of their duty. But 
w e know not for what cause they were destined to 
perish. It is presumption to search into the inscruta- 
ble mysteries of divine appointment.; whose unerring 
w isdom is far above our reach. Seek not therefore my 
friends to enquire idto it. All that I would have you 
to reflect on is, that if a sparrow is iH>t permitted to 
fall to the ground without the sanction of him w ho 
alonegavc it wings, that man, the likeness of his heaven- 
lyfather, shall not likewise perish, did not bis ordination 
intend 4hat it should be so fqr wise purposes w hich we 
are not permitted as yet to be informed of: — who 
shall presume to deny it ? 

If a man brings sorrow and disgrace upon himself, 
must be not bear it ? if he brings it on another, must 
he not expect a punishment ? and if, in the supposi- 
tion that he has not dooe either, and then suffers 
wrong, who shall tliat God has not allotted it to 
him for useful ends ? Believe me, seamen, the rough 
teas arc a u^ful and beneficial lesson to mankind ; 



TMC TEST OF INKOCGKCE. 


141 


for it constantly affords os an example of the vain and 
boasted power of all mortal existence, wiitle it inva- 
riably stamps on our hearts and minds the vast exten- 
sion of that of a superior destiny. ^ 

And with these words Captain Parker dismissed ihia 
Tnon, distriWting to each a liljeral mark of bis 
bounty. 

A lesson and an example to such as w antonly indict 
puiiishaieut and exercise autliority, witlioutpoBsesMittg 
themselves a* proper s^^nse of what they owe to their 
Creator. 

Of all the men on board the Felix, Sandy was osi 
this morning the mosCalert; and the danger of the 
vessel being very soon discovered by the pilots, they 
vent tired on board long before they came in sight of 
the liaHmur, congratulating Captain Parker on his 
(irovidenliul escaj>e. 

Sttrely,’’ cried they, you must have seen the 
vessel which was last night wr^ked on this coast. 
The ItindoHtaci, u tine East Indiaman, bound for 
England, with more than five hundred souls on board, 
not one of which, unfortunate to relate, escaped, but 
a sick gentleman and a poor black boy — all the rest 
perished/’ 

To which the captain replied, almost horror struck 
by the intelligence — 

I neither saw iior spoke with any vessel that yon 
describe, at which 1 cannot wonder, from the extreme 
darkness which over-shadow^ed the horizon at the 
immediate approach of the hurricane. So rough and 
violent a gale I never yet witnessed.” 

Tremendous !” exclaimed one of the pilots; yet 
far all that, rough is that gale w liich blows good to 
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Bc^ody. The Hmdbstnn ^van lad^n with the richest 
meiHshandize «jny eyes ever witnessed, and it was a 
woeful spectacle to see the' poor souls all the morning* 
floating to the shore. There was chest upon chest, 
and box upon box, and other goods of great \;pluc, nil 
became tJie prey or* The pilot paused. 

Rapacious monsters exclaimed Captain Parker, 
would to Heaven tliat the poor, and those who were 
in want had only been permitted to share but a moiety 
of that property which is ndw in thediands of the 
unworthy, and too often the most profligate of all 
mankind.** 

They do say,’* resumed the pilot, that the poor 
sick gentleman was possessed of considerable property, 
which he broiiglit with him from the Indies; but it is 
probable all periiilied with the Hindostan. He now lays 
dangerously ill at the Falcon, with the poor black 
boy who swam with him on his back to the shore.** 

As pilots, like many other men of busy calling, are 
much in the habit of relating more than is strictly cor- 
respondent with truth, Captain Parker did not attend 
to the credibility of the tale, but proceeded to give 
such directions as he thought necessary for the safety 
of the ship. And it was a jovful sound to the wounded 
feelings of Leonard and Adolphus, when their ears 
caught the welcome and then melodious strain of 
quarter less five,” from old Will Sturdy from whom 
they had before been cheered with the no less welcome 
sound of “ by the deep nine,” and by the mark 
seven,” which he chaunted forth in the chaste and true 
style of a real sailor. 

If you knew how these words vibrate on my heart, 
dear Leonard^” exclaimed Rachel, her lovely eyes 
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fflisleiiing with tears, fike a beaut«V>u« rose surcharged 
with the pearly dews of the morning. “ Oh ! could you 
hut imagine for a moment how sensibly they afiect 
jiu*. It was my father’s song, l»eonard ; the heaving 
of the lead was ever his favourite ditty. Wonder not 
then that at this moment 1 so deeply feel the im- 
pression.” 

I.<eonard smiled — the first that had brightened his 
countenance since the fearful storm, and pressing the 
snowy little hand of Bachel to his lips, with afiec- 
tiunatc fervour exclaimed — 

I positively will not allow you, dear Rachel, to 
indulge in thoughts so sombre and melancholy. This 
is u moment of rejoicing, my lovely angel, and if you 
do not share it with me aud Wulsingham, I shall think 
vou unkind.” 

* * 

Rachel, the ever fascinating and charming Rachel, 

immediately extended her hand to meet tliat of Adol- 
phus; while she uttered with the most captivating sim- 
plicity — 

And will you think me unkind too, Mr. Waising- 
Iiam. Ileaveu forbid, for if that be the case I must 
immediately resume my character of little Ben the 
sailor, and enlist again into the service of my noble 
Captain.” • 

“ You have indeed proved yourself worthy of such 
a commander,” cried Adolphus ; and Captain Parker 
immediately made his entrance in the cabin, and 
approaching Rachel with every feature irradiated with 
cheerful good humour, tapped her fair cheek while he 
sung — 
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“ cian«rtir*$ o‘cK 
** Grief no itiorcy ' 

*• Shaf? 'wilh frownii api>car. 

But mirth and*|lcc, nicrrilj^ 

F4vcr crown the year/^ 

There, Miss Somerville, cried he, you have the 
very best specimen 1 can give you of my vocal abilities/^ 

And no mean one neither,” cri«rl Rachet, onlcriiig 
into the spirit of bis good humoured pleasantry, while 
the Captain continued to rejoice and animate the 
spirits of his youthful companions, by immediately 
iiiforming them that they were now safe in the har- 
bour of Montrose, and . that the boats irere now 
actually getting ready to couvey them ow shore. 

Ilache) instantly retired to her little cabin, and in 
a few minutes equipped herself in her habit, having 
then on a morning dres's with wdiich vshe had {wovided 
herself, with a few other necessary artich^s of wearing 
apparel, when she came on board the Feli:», and a 
small black beaver hat, in which she looked most irre- 
sistingly and bew'itchingly lovely, her countenance 
benng more arciiJy pretty than what might be termed 
expressively beautiful ; and her brilliant dark eyes 
beamed with inore good humour than that degree of 
sensibility which sonieiiinek only renders a female 
beauty insipidly languid. Meanwhile some little 
arrangement took place in the attire of Leonard and 
Adolphus, both providing themselves w^ith sufficient 
cash to defray their expences on shore. 

We shall rmmcdiately proceed to the Falcon 
Inn,” cried Parker, at which place 1 am apprehen- 
sive we shall have occasion to remain some time, the 
ship having sustaiued such luateriul duiiiagc, that it 
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will be necessary to*pnt her inJvT immediate repair.” 
With no small regret he then related t<vthem the !o?» 
of the Hindostan with Iirr tinrortiinaie crew ; saT« 
only the invalid gentleman and his black servant.— 
and wlio now leinains at the Falcon inn severely 
coiitiiie<i by indisposition,” continued the captain, 
but it is possilile that I may yet have the pleasure of 
conversing with him. 1 am indeed! shocked at the 
catastrophe ; of which I am anxious to learn the par* 
ticulars. You see niy dear young friends that w'e are 
not alone the siifl‘erers on this melancholy occasion ; 
and w e may also learn from it <he great uncertainty of 
all human expectations.” 

The compassionate heart of Rachel hoaml a sigh to 
the memory of the poor souls w ho had perished ; and 
tlie captain taking her hand conducted her on the deck ; 
wlien the loss of the mizzen mast, and the torn rigging, 
witli tlie otherwise sliattercd appearance of the fine 
ship Felix, affected her in a manner she could scarcely 
di'seribe. And whether it was that, the expression of 
Imt countenance at this moment was perceptible to all 
around her, or that lier attractive lovclines* excited 
g<‘neral admiration, it was impossible to w ithdraw the 
altentioii of Sandy ; wdio, looking at her w ith peculiar 
earnestness, broke out into* the follow ing exclamation 
to (he gri'at amusement of Captain Parker : — ‘‘ Wow ! 
lassie, but there’s mony ane will tak uae shame to hae 
a blink o’ yere bonnie een. The braw lads wad gie 
aw' the siller and gear an’ they could prie a kiss o’ 
yere \yve iMinnie mon.” 

The cheeks of Rachel at so singular an address from 
the old Scotchman w^ere crimsoned with blushes of the 
deepest dye, as his rough compliinent was bj* no means 

T 



140 


TH£ on pu AN noY, on 


unintelligible to liei:( although hcarly so to Leonard 
and Adolphus, who joined the cdptain in laugliing 
most heartily at it. They were now conveyed on 
shore ; and from thence they proceeded almost imme- 
diately to the Falcon inn. Nor was poor little Sambo 
forgotten. The faithful little animal appeai*ed to he 
truly sensible of his situation on being once more on 
terra firma, by w'agging his tail, shaking his ears, and 
testifying the most lively demonstrations of joy. A 
proof, incontestible, that, gratjtude and faithful fidelity 
are inherent in the canine race ; and that a dog will 
never desert his master, unless forced away by treach- 
erous means, or lost by casual, or accidental occurrence. 
Oh ! would to heaven, that, it were equally implanted 
in the breast of man ! Were that the case, friendship 
would not havq to mourn over misplaced confidence ; 
and love no bich^ become the victim of his delusive 
arts. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 


Leonard, Adolphus, Captain Parker, and Rachel 
sat down to partake of a family dinner precisely at 
four o’clock. They had been received at the Falcon 
with the most marked attention by the host (whose 
name was Duncan Campbell) and hostess. He had 
kept the Falcon for many years ; in which he had been 
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placed by (he late^ lamented carl of Glencoy; wIio«ie 
magnificent mansion was situated ahcAit four miles 
distant from the town of Montrose. 

To this nol)le earl a most unfortunate and slng^ular 
story was attached ; which had run current for many 
years all over Scotland; and particularly in Montrose, 
to wdiich the seal of the late earl was so immedialcly 
contig’uoiis. But Duncan Campbell, to whom it was 
probably a mattt'r of no surprise, he having been many 
years in the service of the Glencoy family, would never 
permit this circumstance tebe mentioned at the Falcon, 
and if any traveller wIjo frequented his bouse by only 
mere accident made any enquiries respecting the credi- 
bility of the circumstance alluded to, Duncan would 
immediately silence them by the following reply, at 
the same moment that he would extribit the most ex- 
traordinary agitation: — Indeed, I dinna ken Sir. 
1 dinna wish to ken nathing of aw about it. I wad be 
thinking of myain business; and Hiatus muckle enough 
for ony mon to mind that wad be grinding o the siller/* 
Nor was Mai^aret Campbell (who was in the Scotch 
j)Iirase a wee bit canty body) any more disposed to be 
communicative on this subject than her gude mon, 
as she always answered her female gossips who used 
to attack her in a similar way, in w ords to this efieett 
I cannie woman, dinna fash me wi* ony sic like 
«laft story t'lgain. Gin ye whar me, ye wad mine you’re 
ain aftairs.” Notwithstanding which however, Mar- 
garet never listened to these inquiries without be- 
traying some emotion! which she endeavoured by 
every art in her pow er to conceal. 

This conduct in her and her husband too fiequcntly 
excited not only the a^'tonishment, but suspicion?', \cry 
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unfavorable to tlieir c/liaracters, of some of their cus- 
tomers, who paid nightly visits to the Falcon inn ; in 
which it might be conjectured that envy had no Hiiiall 
share. For the countess of (llencoy who had inany 
years survived the unfortunate carl, and who still 
resided in the family mansion, bestow^ed the most 
distinguished marks of her favor and liberality on the 
host and hostess of the Falcon inn ; which, in addition 
to the overflowing custom of the liousc, rendered 
Duncan Campbell a very ostensible personage in the 
tow^n of Montrose. To adopt his own langiingei he 
was grinding o’ the siller'’ pretty tolerably easy ; 
for which many of his contemporaries envied, hated, 
feared, — but courted, caressed, and flattered him. 

As Captain Parker had been for several days after 
their arrival at Montrose busily engaged in making 
every immediate arrangement necessary to put the 
vessel under repair he had but little opportunity of 
either seeing, or conversing with, his host and hostess, 
but the moment that he had, he enquired after the 
health of the invalid gentleman, — Ilisnamc is Mon- 
treville, 1 uiulorstand, said Captain Parker.” 

To which Duncan replied,— Ye’re right sair, 
Captain Montre\ille, the bonniest moii that ever 
ganged over the Tweed, or' over set foot on Scottisli 
ground. 1 tak nue shame sair in i^nying as muckle, 
for I ken him vveel.” 

Then you had some knowledge of Captain Mon- 
treville bel'ore he was wrecked on this coast ?” said 
('aptain l^arker, 1 have no wish to be impertinently 
curious, l)iit 1 hear that his losses in the llijidostan 
w-ere considoiabh*,” 

J'o w hich Duncan ((iiainlly replied, — Tliere sair 
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1 must be telling* ye^its uiie Intlh ; lie had nae over 
muckle to lose lor aw that. 1 wad nae^ic the boniiie 
chiel for aw the siller in fyeiicoy Castle.” 

But wdiat wad ye gie for the bonnie leedy o’ 
Gleiicoy Castle,” inquired a young islander who wrap- 
ped in his plaid had been taking a general survey of 
('aptain Parker, and who apjieared to be very atten- 
tive to the foregoing conversation. 

''rhis question was not replied to by Duncan Cainp- 
Ix 11, but lie cast a look at the higliiander which was 
perfectly intelligible to liini, though by no means so 
to the Ca[)tain, whom be informed that, he was going 
f » llie apartuient of the invalid, and if he had any coiu- 
loauds, lie would carry tluuii with pleasure. 

No fi!rthor then as a fellow sufferer on the late 
liielaiichoiy catastrophe,” cried Captain Parker, I 
am ail ('iitire stranger ; but that does not prevent me 
liom begging you will present in v most sincere good 
w ishe> toCaptain ^lontreville for liis speedy recovery.” 

Sair, ye need i;a doubt the punctubliity of Duncan 
( ampin 11 ; 1 kcii right weel I liae the honor of speak- 
ing to a genllenian; and 1 dinua doubt but the bonnie 
l aptain w ill be proud o’ the distinction ye hae shcwJi 
1 im ; I diiiiia doubt it ava sair.” — And Duncan almost 
imnu'diatc'ly made his exit. 

As the curiu;>ity of w omen is generally more alert 
than that of men, Raclicl, w ho had been w ith I.eonard 
and Adidphus to take a walk round the town, and w lio 
had been accompanied by them to the public library, 
which was situated in a (inc ancient building in Mon- 
trose, had gathered sufficient information of the visitors 
there lo find tliat, there was something extremely 
invstrrious atlaclicd to the t»lenco> family with which 
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Dimcan Campbell apfj)eaml to be in a measure 
connected witji ; and that something Rachel w ixh par* 
tiriilarly anxious to know. » The very moment th(?re- 
fore that Captain Parker joined them at dinner she 
exclaimed, — Oh ! Captain Parker, I have been so 
highly gratified this morning you cannot imagine I 
whom do you suppose we beheld sitting at the door of 
the public library ? why the beautiful countess of whom 
we have heard such praises since our arrival at Mon- 
trose; and whom they call ‘ the bonnie leedy o’ ( Jlen- 
coy Castle.’ She staid a considerable time to exchange 
books ; and every body seemed eager to obtain a glance 
of her. I of course was not without iny share of 
curiosity ; and I was more fortunate than the rest : for at 
the very moment that I ran to the door of the library, 
the countess of (jle»coy put her head out of the car- 
riage window, and I never beheld such a face before.’ 

She is indeed most exquisitely lovely,” cried 
Adolphus. 

‘‘ And a wiiU>w — a young and beautiful w^idow,’ 
n'torted Captain Parker w ith an arch smile. “ U])on 
iny word, Mr. Walsingham, it wore better to shield 
your heart than to suffer your eyes tiuis incautiously to 
astray towards the beautiful Counfess.” 

To which Adolphus immMiately replied, not how- 
e\er w ithout betraying some confusion — 

Oh, Sir, there is at present little danger of my 
becoming a captive to the all- conquering charms 
of the bonny lady, as she is called, for you are not 
jnvare that 1 bear a charmed talisman about me ; my 
hoiirt is perfectly secure, I promise you.” 

Ijconard and Rachel exchanged looks of somo sur- 
prise, and iht Captain smiled as she exclaimed — 
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All ! Captain, bat there is ^iich a tale ; I heard 
it all in the libraryj and when 1 mentioned it to Mrs. 
Campl>ell, you cannot conceive how angl*y she looked, 
while she contradicted tfie assertion in a manner 
w hich, I thought, gave her some pain, because it had 
not sincerity to recommend it ; and I am very much 
inclined to believe what the lady in black asserted to 
be actually true, for she protested that the late unfor- 
tunate earl c^nie to his death through jealousy, in a 
lit of which he shot himself ; although it was con- 
stantly reported that he had died from some sudden 
indisposition, the cause of which w^as never afterwards 
Hiade known to his lordship's vassals; and that in 
consequence his beautiful countess, who mourned his 
death incessantly, shut herself up for many months in 
the deep retiring shades of Gleiicoy Castle.” — 

At this precise moment Duncan 'Campbell came 
to announce to his guests, that the dinner was on 
table, and Rachel promised that she would tell the 
remainder of her story at a more seasonable opportu- 
nity, when Duncan Campbell was not likely to become 
an auditor, of a talc which was. still wrapt up in iinpe* 
xietrable iiiystery. 



152 


THE OflPUAN BOV, UB 


CHAPTER XIX. 


Captain Parker was under the indispensable neces- 
sity of informing his young friends, a few days after 
the ensiling conversation, of the present state of the 
Felix, which, all circumstances considered, might 
veryproliahly delay their voyage for several months, it 
being absolutely necessary for the vessel to undergo 
a thorough repair, in consequence of the serious 
damage she had received ; in which case he felt it 
incumbent on him as a man of honour and integrity, 
to disclose a matter of such essential point to them- 
selves in the future arrangement of their intended 
plans and speculations. 

“ Well, I do not care, Captain Parker,” cried 
L«eonard, “as the winds have blown us hither, whether 
we like it or not, I am resolved to remain till a more 
prosperous gale alters our course ; we may probably 
he detained here three months. You can precisely 
answer that question, cannot you ? 

To which the Captain, w ithout the smallest hesita- 
tion, replied — 

“ 1 can precisely say, that we shall not be ready to 
sail from this port at an earlier period than the time 
you have mentioned.” 

“ I am satisfied,” cried Leonard, “ tlien I w ill w rite 
to old dad immediately, and tell him tliat 1 am going 
to turn Scotch merchant instead of a West India one. 
The credentials that I bear about me are as good in 
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one country as in another. I should Ii<»pe Captain 
^ to do unto all men as I wish they should do unto me/ 
This is my creed; it has grown up with me from 
infancy. I learned it from a kind indulgent father, 
and ever since it has been engraven on my heart/* 

And he could not have taught you a better, had 
you sailed the world over in search of one/’ exclaimed 
Captain Parker, for it is one that will slick by you, 
my dear young friend, to the latest moment of your 
existence, nor can I sufficiently admire your senti* 
nif^nts.” 

JLeonard, who was now alone with the worthy Cap* 
tain, exultingly cried — 

Ah ! but I will not suffer you to depart till you 
have learned iiiy sentiments equally en another sub- 
ject ; I will open my whole heart to you, for why 
should I conceal it, when truth and sincerity are its 
inmates. You must know, Captain Parker, that my 
old dad, though one of the best fathers breathing in 
existence, has some how or other an odd sort of comi- 
cal manner of shewing it. Now I have loved my dear 
little Rachel Summerville these two years, and though 
1 have ventured to hint to iny father several times that 
1 intended to marry her,*yet I could never once get 
him into a humour to give me his consent.” 

At which,” cried the Captain, I cannot but 
express my surprise, the object being in every w^ay so 
worthy of your affection. Believe me I think vei'y 
highly of Miss Summerville, and had I a son to-mor- 
row, should not at all object to his forming a connec- 
tion with so cliiirming a creature ; but excuse me, my 
dear young friend, 1 mean no dispanigement to the 
charms of the lovely Rachel, yet yoiif father may 
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consider tlyngs in a Tcry different light to ivliat you 
and 1 do, and conceive that the qualifications of the 
heart and mind are by no means on equivalent for the 
ivant of fortune^' 

There, Captain, yon have hk the mark,’ Vxcluimed 
X«eonard, ^Mhis is exactly what my father thinks, I 
assure you. He would have no objoctioiis to Rachel 
Summerville, if Rachel Summerville brought a for- 
tune of ten thousand pounds into the fatnily ; and 
there my old dad and I disagree most famously ; we 
could never settle our accounts on this essential point, 
jdo what we could, for I would sooner murry the girl 
that I loved, if she had not a single sous^ than the 
daughter of an East Indian Nabol), were she posst'ssed 
of millions, whom I could only behold with incliircrcin \\ 
Love is a beautiful rose, Captain, which we may utl- 
mire, but the eye would soon cease to gaze, did not its 
bewitching fragrance charm our senses ; and that 
charm will live wheii its leaves are all gone and faded. 

I feel well convinced that I should love nu Rachel 
were she a thousand times less lovely, hecau. e 1 am 
acquainted with her amiable ^lisposition ; in sbon. 
be more plain Captain Parker, I mean to many 
Rachel to-morrow morning. Have you any possible 
objection to such au arrangement? You cannot; 1 
know you cannot. Her appearance in this coinitry, 
in which 1 have every reason to suppose that slie was 
born, without a!iy natural protector, maybe iiijuriou!! 
to the reputation and feelings of the lovely ar.g^d. 
whom I feel at this moment I am lv)t!nd to protect l>y 
the most sacred tiesof lionorable aiU ction : — and there 
can be no honor in the breast of that man w ho would 
not immediately snatch the woman he loves from any 
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sihintioii in which her reputation lyny be reflected on 
M ilh the slightest impunity provided the means are in 
Iiis power: — what say you captain ? 

The captain who liad nev^r once removed his eyes 
IVom the fine, ingenious, and manly countenance of 
Leonard Morrison, was so struck by the manner in 
which he had uttered the warm and spontaneous effu- 
sions of his heart, that he almost involuntarily held 
out his hand towards him, at the same instant that he 
exclaimed ; — What do I say of you ! — why 1 do say 
tin , if yon were the son of a prince, you would reflect 
luoie honor to him than all the splendours of his throne; 
and that I shall feel more pleasure in congratulating 
Mi s SurnnieiN ille on the possession of such a husimnd, 
tliaii 1 shotild in calling her queen of Great Britain.’* 
Lfonard relumed the grasp of friendship to the 
tvoril.y ciiptain; and Adolphus at that moment enter- 
ic., (Ik* loom, it was agreed that the nuptials of this 
liiiiable pair should be performed in the most private 
in Oilier tint was possible by the Rev. Mr. M^Greggor, 
io \vlu»m Duncan Campbell was instantly daspatched; 
.uid wlio'v instructions wore absolutely necessary on 
iii?‘ above occasion ; after which Leonard proposed to 
iiin: a small cottage contiguous to the town of Mon- 
tro'C, where he would immediately remove Rachel; 
and in wliich Adolphus shoidd also reside wdth them. 
He .;lso invited Captain Parker to become his guest 
iiistoad of remaining at the inn ; w Inch invitation was 
not accepted by the captain till he obtained a promise 
from Leonard that he should be permitted to pay for 
the expense of his board and lodging while he coii- 
tinned to inspect the repair of his ship. 

Tiiis arrangement having taken place to the entire 
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satisfaction of all parties, the ensuing morning Leonard 
I led his beauteous Lride to church accompanied by 
Adolphus, Captain Parker, and L uncan Campbell and 
his wee wifee, who were the only witnesses judged to 
be immediately necessary on the occasion. A certifi* 
cate w'^as then made out of the said marriage ; the 
parson liberally paid; and a handsome dinner provided 
at the Falcon inn for the bridal party ; at which Mrs, 
Campbell was thought a very proper personage to 
preside, in compliment to the lovely Rachel : and to 
say truth, the honors of the day were conducted with a 
delicacy and respect that did great credit to the house 
of Duncan Campbell. Captain Montreville, wdio was 
still an invalid guest,"* no sooner heard of this event, 
than he sent, in return for Captain Parker’s kind in* 
quiries, his most sincere congratulations, with a hope 
that, he should shortly have the pleasure of paying his 
personal respects. 

Previous to this however, Rachel had frequent op» 
pprtunitics of both seeing and conversing wi'th captain 
Montreville’s black servant, who was called Juba, and 
of whom she always made inquiries after the health of 
his master; to which she was answered by him in a 
manner equally cordial. And one day she received 
the following answ^er : — Masa, tank misse great, 
great deal; masa no say Jiow much he tank misse. 
Him tell masa Campbell, him quite pleased with misse ; 
and w'hen him come out of sick room, he make fine, 
fine present to misse, because she ask after masa w'hexi 
him sick.” 

To which Rachel deeply colouring, in a supposition 
that her inquiries after Captain Montreville out of the 
purest motives of compassion might in some measure 



THK TEST OF INNOCEXCT. 


157 


be misinterpreted by tbe unsophisticated black, in- 
stantly replied, — Indeed I fani very glad to hear 
that your masten’s better Juba, but as to presents, I 
I do not want any thing of the kind ;• for if you had 
been sick instead of youV master, I should have made 
just tlie same inquiries after you as I have done for 
Captain Montrcville. It is of little consequence to 
me Juba, whether people are black or white when I 
am led to make inquiries from the consciousness that 
they are suHering anguish and pain : — such only was 
my motive for asking after your master ; of whose 
severe indisposition Mr. Campbell had informed me.” 

Whether it was the peculiar earnestness with u hich 
Rachel liad uttered these words, or the uncommon 
beauty of her countenance, that occasioned Juba to iix 
his dark iiitelligcut eyes fidl on her, remains undecided ; 
but certain it is that, he left her with making the fol- 
lowing remark ; which in future made Rachel more 
cautious in making inquiries after the invalid : — 

Masa see you make heart go jump, jump, you look 
so like angel.” 

But a circumstance very soon occurred to introduce 
both Rachel and her husband to the notice of Captain 
Montrcville* Duncan Campbell having in vain sought 
for a residence for the new married pair among the 
cottages near to the town of Montrose, by some means 
made the captain acquainted with the nature of his 
disappointment; adding with a sagacious look per* 
fectly intelligible to him, — 1 dinna ken nac habitation 
fit tor the residence of sic a bonnie pair but anc 1 dare 
na mention ; gin yere honor wad nae pardon the unco 
liberty of Duncan Campbell.” 

To which Captain Montrcville immediately replied, 
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— I am apt to tliink that I shall panlon you any 
liberty when it is exercised to befrieftd strangers whom 
the winds have thrown on your coast for safety and 
protection. You may use your discretion tliereforc 
Duncan, with respect to the offering of Vine Cottage 
for the accommodation of Mr. and Mrs. Morrison. 
They have been extremely obliging in making some 
kind inquiries after my health ; and I am most happy 
in the opportunity I now have of evincing my gratitude 
towards them.’’ 

Gin ye wat but speir a w'ord wi a the bonnie chiel,” 
cried Duncan, expressing the most lively demonstra- 
tions of joy that he had gained a point with Captain 
Montreville which he had thought doubtful, gin 
yerc honor wad but tak a blink o’ the wee lassie: won, 
but she’s bonnie ! wad ye but just gac ben and speir 
we *em, it would be paying them a vary great dis- 
tinction.” 

Well, well, Duncan, I shall consider of it,” cried 
the captain, in the meanwdiile, go and present my 
compliments, and inform them that Vine Cottage is 
very much at their service.” 

Aw'ay posted Duncan Campbell with the Captain’s 
kind offer, and the very next morning preparations 
were making for the removal to Vine Cottage, which 
had been purchased by Captain Montreville for his 
mother long before he went to the Indies ; and pre- 
vious to that unfortunate event in the Glencoy family, 
in which, though innocent, he had been too fatally a 
party concerned ; and over which, though time had 
imperviously thrown a veil, yet was the wound still 
fated to rankle ia the victim’s heart ; ^nd it was to 
cure a diseased mind, springing from some latent 
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cause of inward grief, more than any olfects of a disor- 
dered constitution, wliicfi bad again suddenly brought 
Captain Montreville to the shores of his native land, 
from which he had been hurried by encountering 
scenes of the most indescribable agony. From the 
indisposition, however, which had attacked him after 
the perilous Voyage, he was now rapidly recovering ; 
and one morning, induced by the uncommon fineness 
of the weather, took a walk in the plantations of 
Duncan Campbell, near to which was a bfeautifui 
grotto, almost embowered by the deep surrounding 
shades ; and to this spot he unconsciously strayed, 
and certainly would have entered but for the sound 
of a melodious voice, which was sweetly warbling 
in a most enchanting style, the Admired song of 

Mi/ lore h like the red red and Captain Mon- 

treville was rooted to the spot from whence it 
proceeded, convinced it was some female wIk) was 
seated in the grollo, whose privacy he thought it 
improper to molest ; he would instantly Ijave pursued 
iiis walk without discovering himself to the fair songs- 
tress, had not Sambo' thought proper to announce his 
approach to the now ecjually surprised and embar- 
rassed Rachel, who having rambled out for a w^alk, 
taking Sambo for a companion, had, on her return, 
slopped at the grotto to rest herself, knowing that it 
w^as not far distant from the house ; and by this acci- 
dental occurrence suddenly encountered an object slic 
had long felt some curiosity to bcliold. 

Captain Montreville, not an old invalid gentleman, 
as she imagined he was, but one in the full bloom of 
life, whose manly and rlegaiil figure might have repre- 
sented the Apollo of Uelvidere, His complexion 
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indeed was pale, but perfectly clear ; and his fine eyes 
beamed with an expression at once noble and bcnig^nant, 
while he bowed with a grace which was peculiar to 
himself, apologizing for the evident surprise he had 
occasioned her ; and Rachel, now conscious that her 
song had been listened to, and by Captain Montre* 
ville, blushed with all the charms of native modesty, 
while she answered— 

“ To me. Sir, there is not the slightest apology 
due. I did not expect to encounter a stranger in this 
sequestered spot, much less” — 

The earnestness with which Captain Montrcville 
surveyed her at this moment, caused Rachel to blush 
still deeper, and she paused while he replied— 

“You did not expect to encounter me ; very pro- 
bably not. Madam, but I am very glad that you hav(>, 
for it has afforded me a gratification to which 1 have 
long been a stranger; the pleasure of hearing the 
Scottish melody warbled in its pure and simple style 
of native sweetness, without being spoiled by art and 
affectation, which so effectually disgusts the car W'ith- 
out ever vibrating on the heart. Come Mrs. Morrison, 
since we are thus introduced, to each other without that 
ceremony which too often banishes all social confi- 
dence or friendship, permit me to accompany you on 
the remainder of your walk, after which you shall 
introduce me to your husband and the worthy Captain 
Parker, to w hom 1 am equally obliged for the favour 
of so many kind inquiries.” 

All Rachel could now stammer out to the very 
elegant compliment conferred on her by Captain 
Montreville, was— 
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liblrfMl, Sir, ^ve fi*ll most* fluxions for yonr 
rri’ovoi'v.’’ 

To wliicli the (Uiptain smilingly rej)lie(T 5 Jis he led 
loT tVom the orotto. Sambo skipping after lliein n ith 
tiu’ gr<\i(est ahoTity — 

1 know it, ISIrulain. •Juba lia^ I)ec‘n a faithriil 
rej»orter: lie also cleserif)ed yon very arciirafcly ; the 
pencil of a lln)>ens or a Titian could ii(»t have pre- 
seaU'd me mIiIi a inor<‘ higlily fini::hed colouring of 
\onr cliarms/' 

Ibiclud was now sibmt, jiartly from embarrassment, 
and because slie had never betm addressc‘d in siicli a 
liigh .strain of coinjiliinent before ; and it was a most 
sea^ unable ndief to h(’r when she perceived Leonard 
and Adolphus coming towards tlnun. 

!IM v love we have been waiting lireakfast this 
fiour, for yon,” cried l-»eonard, but not*before he had 
bowed most respectfnily to Cajifain Montreville, who 
in \ ei y ftwv w ords related Iiis accidental meeting with 
Mrs. Morrison at the grotto; and that he liad lliUvS 
availed lilmself of the pleasure of accompanying her 
during tlie remainder of her walk; — For which Mr. 
IMorrison,” uttered the (biptain,” 1 hope you wdll not 
consider me presumptive.” 

A conversation without fjio smallest reserve now 
immediately took place ; in whicli Leonard embraced 
the op))ortunity of offering his very grateful acknow - 
ledgments to Captain Montreville for his kind per- 
mission to liiro Vino Cottage; and begged that he 
w ould be pleased to say on w hat terms they w ere to 
take possession of it. 

^Vo w hich the Captain replied w ith a most benignant 
smile, — You arc precisely to renuiin in it as long as 
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you choose Mr. M jrrison ; but I positively refuse to 
be considered a landlord on apy terms whatsoever. 
There is th2 cottage very much at your service; and I 
believe in tolerable condition : (Iiough it is long since 
I have passed over its threshold.” — Here Captain 
Montreville evidently struggled to suppress some paiiu 
ful recollections, from a deep drawn sigh which at that 
moment escaped unwarily from his breast ; quickly 
endeavouring howjever to resume his composure he 
continued, — for you will not find it wholly unin* 
habited. I left it in the possession , of tw o aged and 
infirm domestics who have faithfully discharged their 
respective duties by a life of long service and fidelity; 
and Duncan informs iqe that both Owen and Peggy 
are still able to look after Vine Cottage, their chief 
occupation being to keep it in good repair ; and for 
which I ha\ e> taken care that they should annually re- 
ceive a small remuneration from the hands of Duncan 
Campbell. Here then Mr. and Mrs, Morrison is the 
history of Vine Cottage; which, from some peculiar 
and effecting events, has not been my favorite abode 
for a long succession of time. Bui that is of no con- 
sequence in the present instance. You will find it a 
residence not wholly unwoiUiy of your acceptance; 
and Owen and I^eggy will do their best to render it as 
commodious as possible* for your reception when you 
shall think proper to remove to it. Duncan Campbell 
has received my instructions for that j)urpose ; and the 
old couple are by this time duly informed of the arrival 
of their expected guests.” — 

All this was uttered by Captain Montreville with 
an easy air of elegant good breeding, which was at the 
same instant strongly marked with a .sentiment of 
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candour, liberality, and friendship; and tjie delighted 
Leonard warinly exclaimed, — I know not how to 
thank yow sir, I cannot indeed express rny gratitude at 
the flattering and distinguished mark of favor which 
you are pleased to shew me. The more noble when I 
consider that it is to an entire stranger on whom you 
arc conferring such kindness.” 

So much (lie better,” cried Captain Montreville, 

1 am very glad to find that you want w ords, and that 
I do not refjuire any ; for I cannot bear to be thanked 
at any time for only doing my duty- Come let us 
adjourn to breakfast, for which I think your fair bride 
has waited no inconsiderable time.” 

As tlH'v walked towards the house Juba came run- 
ning out ofbn'ath in search of his master, demonstrating 
the most lively symptoms of joy at beholding him, and 
('\(‘]uiming, — J uba fear niasa no well ; but now Juba 
see masa, him quite happy. Juba sing, dance all day 
long, because him see masa glad, look merry.” 

Captain Montreville smiled most cordially on his 
faithful attendant while he uttered, — I do not care 
how' nmch you sing and dance Juba if you will learn 
good manners : I positively protest that you are now 
preventing IMrs. iMorrisoii ri\^m going into the house. 
lict i>iit of tlie way you stupid dog ; and tell Duncan 
to let us liavi‘ the breakfast sent np immediately. 
You see Mr. Morrison I have on this morning invited 
myself to be your guest at your dejunc, another day 
you shall be mine. 

The order of the captain was obeyed immediately 
after their return to the house, for the breakfast was 
brought in by Duncan ; wdio seeing him seated by the 
side of the lovely Hachel. and in a most familiar con- 
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yersalion with her, felt an inward f;ntistaction which he 
could scarc^y conceal; just muttering, but not loud 
enough to be heard, all the way down stairs, — Won ! 
but its bonnie” — till ho encountered his wee sonsie 
wjfee in the bar; to whom he instantly exclaimed, — 

Ah! Meggie woman! ye dinna ken wha we hae 
gotten wi tbebonnie liride this ilka day. There’s nae 
less than Captain Montrevillc his vary sel sitting a’ 
thegither wi the bonnio chappeis. Won ! Meggie, 
but it cheers my vary blude to see tlieni a’ sae bonnio. 
There’s mony a ane wad he mickle proud a sic like 
distinctioiK” 

This was uttered in the warmth of a true hearted 
honest Scotchman. There was no dissimulation; he 
felt what lie said; and he wished the same to be un- 
derstood by tile gude wife ; who immediately replied 
W’ith a sort of intelligent arch smile which played 
round her dimpled mouth w ith a great deal of sweetness 
and good humour, — We niuna tell ony sic tale to a 
bodie that’s nae vary far distant frae (ilencoy Castle ; 
ye ken Duncan it wad na du ; for a’ that I’m unco 
glad to see thebonaie lassie made sae mickle a’ by the 
bonnie captain.” 

The entrance of Captain Montreville’s black servant 
now put an end to this conversation at the pre-ent 
time. Meanwhile Captain Parker had joined the 
breakfast parly up stairs, and was introduced to, and 
most cordially received by, the distinguished visitor of 
I>fOonard Morrison; who without reserve had impart- 
ed his concerns, and his speculative plans, w ith a short 
history of his own family to Captain Montreville ; and 
ho immediately undertook to reconiineml him to the 
first commercial business in the city of Edinburgh ; as 
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also to his stneral connections in other parts of 
Scotland ; of which he possessed some of the most 
respectable. — In which you will be warmly received 
the moment that they find you arc w orthy of their con- 
fidence,” said the Captain, The natives of Scotland 
breathe llic very soul of benevolence >vhen they are 
sufliciently conscious of the merit of the object whom 
they feel an interest for; and when once this is the case, 
believe me, Mr. Morrison, that they will never desert 
you. It is tlie distinguishings and most noble character- 
istic of this country to !>e firm and lasting in their 
friendships, as they are unshaken in their integrity 
and fidelity towards those to w horn they become at- 
tached.” 

The glistening eye of Rachel confessed in silence a 
grateful acknow ledgeinent for tlie w^arm plaudits which 
were bestowed on the national virtues of her coun- 
trymen ; and Captain Montrevillc perceiving her 
€^motioii instantly exclaimed, — You are partial to 
this country JMrs. Morrison.” — While Rachel replied 
with a deep kindling colour mounting in her fair 
cheek, — 1 was born in this country sir; from which, 
though exiled for many years, yet I cannot return to 
without rcmemlirances ^the most sacred and allecting; 
nor forget that it is the land w hich gave my forelalhers 
birth.” 

I do not wisli to enter into any tedious detail of rny 
own liistory but I have n^ason to assure you that some 
of my ancc?stors were of the race of Bruce Duncan, so 
highly distinguished in the Scottish waj's ; nor need 
1 blush to own an origin that knew' no stain. Yet 1 
was born in the midst of a camp, tlie daughter of a 
highland soldier; iny mother, uuusjt'd to luxury. 
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reared me in all the perils of war and hartlslups of a 
long campaign ; Snii at last fell a sacrifice herself to 
a ruthless fever. I alone remained the solace and yet 
the grief of a wretclied father ; and when the war was 
ended he brought me to my Scottish home, the high- 
land mountains, and there I imbibed a strong love for 
my native country. 1 lived in peace and bliss, health- 
ful, young, and innocent, beneath the roof of my high- 
land grandmother, till destiny again sent my father to 
the wars, from which he never more returned; and 
my grandmother having long been consigned to the 
grave, what remained for me, C'aptain ]Montreville, 
but honest service, which I embraced, under the pro- 
tection of the best and most angelic of women, the 
widow of a brave English Officer; with her I departed 
from my native shores, and arrived in England. My 
protectress died in a short time from this period, and 
poor Rachel had still been bereft of fortune and of 
friends, a highland soldier’s orphan, but for ano that’s 
nae sitting at a very far distance fra me, Leonard 
Morrison.” 

The altered tone of Rachel, as she uttered these 
words in the Scottish dialect, the touching simplicity 
with wdiich slie had told her little tale, and the pictu- 
resque beauty of her pretty face, as she had addressed 
the last sentiment in grateful acknowledgment to her 
only protector, had an effect which was almost irresist- 
able on the hearts of her auditors; and Captain Moii- 
treville arose, highly gratified and pleased with the 
society of his newly acquired acquaintance, and re- 
peating his assurances of his continued friendship ; 
and Leonard having wTitten a long letter to his father, 
concealing nothing but his marriage, which he rcsolyed 
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at present not to discloscj Mvith a slight sketch of 
Scotch nraiineri, and the hospitality he had been 
treated with under the roof of DuncaA Campbell, with 
a very extended account of his meeting a friend in 
Captain Monireville, prepared to join Adolphus, Cap- 
tain Parker, and Rachel, to an early dinner, after 
which they prepared immediately to set out under the 
escort of Duncan Campbell for Vine Cottage, which 
was not more than two miles distant from the town of 
Montrose, seated in a most delightful glen, which 
commanded on one side a perspective view of the towm 
and harlvour of Montrose, and on the other a prospect 
the most grand and picturesque of Glencoy Castle 
and its towering and magnificent battlements, which 
ill days of old had given shelter to many a Scottish 
Chief, either when crowned with victorious wreaths, 
or when bidding defiance to the ritde invaders of his 
native Uiiid. 

AVho ever has visited Scotland, that will not 
acknowledge its pre-eminent beauty, in the majesty of 
its snow -covered mountains, its lovely glens, and its 
deep surrounding shades. All which Duncan Camp- 
bell took groat pains immediately to point out to the 
observation of the travellers he was conducting to 

Vine Cottaffe. 

® • 

And turn ay to your left sair,’’ uttered he, and 
ye will nae see sic a prospect as the like o’ that in ony 
country i’ the mickle world. Gin ye had seen Glencoy 
Castle in the time o’ the Scottish wmrs, ye wad tak nae 
shame in pronouncing it the bonniest hold o’ onybraie 
laird on a’ this side o’ the Tweed.” 

And turn ye ay to the right, there’s the varry 
bonnie castle ilsel stands facing ye/’ 
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All! Mr. Canipbolf, but there is one thiiifi^ I can- 
not get you to tell me,’^ cried Raring, Avith a signifi- 
cant glance directed towards her smiling companions. 

J3uncan5 wholly unprepared for such an attack, 
stared with a look of awkward em!)arrassincnt on the 
arch and lively countenance of the pretty Rachel, 
while with apparent caution he replied — 

I canna tell ye what I dinna ken inysclt leedy.” 

To which Rachel archly answered — 

What have you never seen the bonnic leedy that 
dwells in Gleucoy Castle ; w liy they do -say strange 
things about her and the unfortunate earl Avho died in 
a fit of jealousy. JDid you never licar this story, Mr. 
Campbell.’’ 

Duncan, avIio had evinced no small degice of impa- 
tience and agitation while Rachel Avas speaking, now 
turned towards hc^ Avith an air of supplication, aa hich 
alternately confounded and surprised Leonard, Adol- 
phus, and Captain Parker ; and in a low voice re- 
peated the folloAA ing aa ords : — 

God sake, leedy, dinna mention ony sic like talc in 
the presence o’ Captain Montreville ; ye dinna ken 
Avhar the shoe pinches, or ye w ad mi spear ony lliiag 
of a’ about sic a daft story.” 

They Averc now in sight ,of Vine Cottage, and 
Duncan Campbell, Avho had relapsed into a sort of 
sullen silence, left an impression on the minds of his 
companions, that the mystery Avhich Avas suspended 
OA^er the GJencoy family, Avas in some way or other 
connected with llie destiny of Captain Montreville, 
which of course imposed upon them the necessity of 
riwitraint ; and the caution of Duncan Campbell Avas 
observed on their entrance to Vine Cottage, before the 
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door of which stood tJie ancient domestics already 
described by the C^aptain^ and who nc^ welcomed 
their expected visitori? with every mark of the most 
respecifiil altention. conducted Rachel into 

the apartments they were at present to occupy ; the 
neatness and elegance of which alotie demonstrating 
wlio had been their owner* A whole length portrait 
of tlie unfortunate Mary Queen of Scots was stationed 
ill the sitting room which w^as expressively beautiful ; 
and niiotlier of the celebrated Scotch poet Robert 
Burns was placed in a conspicuous point of view J 
and under it the following lines in honor of his memory, 
which P<‘ggy informed Rachel were the composition of 
( ‘aptaiii Montreville himself, who now perused them 
with peculiar satisfaction. 


To the 

MEMORY OF ROBERT BURNS. 


5;wocl Bard, to feeling and to virtue dear, 

Long shall thy memory claim the pensive tear! 
Thy riMlir song give tr.'uisport to my heart, 

And own the magic of thy tunefnl art. 

The fondest pride that Scotia ever knew. 

When she gave birth immortal BURNS to you! 
Oh ! could I sound thy own soft thrilling lays. 
Each hill and vale should echo to thy praise ( 
And Scotia's hills should echo back a^ain, 

And sigh resjionsive to, thy pleasing strain ! 

The flowerets sweet thy fancy lov’d to trace, 
Reflect, in scent and hue, thy native grace! 

For thy sake, dear each blue-bell still shall be, 
And gowans, ever welcome guests with me. 
What iho' no “ storied urn,” nor ponmous bust. 
Adorn 's that spot where lies thy sacred dust; — 


y 
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Th^h humble turf be bound upon thj brcMt. 
And not a stone has marked thy< place of rest~ 
ThouVl fled where worth is better understood ; 
Thy brightest monument is peace with God*. 


Peggy next pointed out to the observation of Rachel 
a little arbour, curiously formed, for the retreat of 
those who wished to retire from the intrusive, or 
watchful, eye of inquiry, lu the bosons of solitude or 
study; around which, not the flaunting rose, or elegant 
jessamine, but the humble sweet brier and the lilac 
rivalled each other in freshness and preffusion, A few 
tufts of violets and some wild strawberry plants grew 
likewise in this favorite retreat ; but this was all. It 
is true, more than once since the absence of Captain 
Montreville, Owen had attempted to introduce some 
gaurdier flow'crs, such as tulips, London pride, and 
columbines ; liut Peggy content with tfie humble 
sweets which she had culled from the wild heath, and 
trwslanted from the rugged mountain's side, would 
not receive from art what nature had so liberally sup* 
plied; declariitg that she preferred a sprig of new 
blown may to all the carnations that ever grew. And 
Owen, who, not more from habit than inclination, 
had always coincided with her opinion, adopted it on 
the present occasion ; cqncluding that Peggy was 
always right. 

It may be doubted whether husbands in the present 
day would have subscribed to the very unfashionable 
mode which Owen followed ; but Owen was a true 


* Tbs above lines were written by the author on visiting the grave 
of Robert Burns in the church yard of Dumfries on her tour through 
Scotland. 
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lover of the old school : in the new school they mu9ge 
very differently. 

While Rachel was thus engaged with Peggy, Dun« 
can Campbell was no less actively employed with 
Owen in conducting the three gentlemen all over the 
beautiful plantations belonging to Vine Cottage; and 
in shewing them every thing worthy of notice. A 
lovely stream, the banks of which were bordered with 
wild plants and flow'ers, flowed in a meandering direc* 
tion, and gave a cool and refreshing appearance to 
the w hole of this beautiful little place ; which seemed 
firmed for domestic happiness and rural retirement. 
And after Rachel had taken a survey of all thedieauties 
w hich surrounded this enchanting spot she hastened to 
join I^unard and Adolphus: describing all she had 
seen in .sentiments of the w'armest admjration. — 

“ You cannot conceive any thing more delightful,’* 
littered she, “ than the interior of this charming cottage, 
and the order in which it has been kept by these good 
old people. I have been arranging with Peggy the 
eonoiny of our little establishment ; and I assure you 
she perfectly agrees with me in the plan I have adopt* 
ed. You will find me a very notable housekeeper 
Leonard I promise you ; I am used to it. In the mean 
time w'ill you be pleased Captain Parker to come and 
take tea in Peggy’s little parlour; to*morrov we shell 
be seated in that appropriated to our use.” 

And pray Mrs. Morrison, since you have taken 
all this trouble into your own &ir hands,” cried Cap* 
tain Parker, may I take the liberty of asking wboia 
to have the honor of being your banker for cash to 
defray the expences of your little &mily on the preseni 
occasion.” 
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This unexpected enquiry brongjit a criinson blnsli 
into the facet)f Rachel in one moment : and slie turned 
her expressive eyes full c!n her husband, who could 
scarcely refrain from laughing at hcT embarrassment, 
when she exclaimed — 

I have no banker but my liusbaiul, Leonard Mor- 
rison ; and before I had him, T always drew^ a bill upon 
content for tlie deficiencies of fortune.” 

Had Rachel been consulting her toilotlc for three 
hours, she could not have found aiy' thing which 
could set off her fine complexion so admirably as this 
sentence now did in the eye of her fond husband, who 
calling her aside, iniinodiately gave her a purse most 
liberally supplied. There, my dearest, uttered ho, 
while an undefinable expression betrayed his warm 
approbation of«her conduct, by a look which volumes 
could not have more forcibly conveyed. You w ill find 
a 8«m more than sufficient for your present use. The 
remainder is your owm, to purchase what necessaries 
you may think proper. I sliall never ask you, to w hat 
uses you have appropriated it, possessing as I now do 
the most unlimited confidence in my Rachol’s prudence 
and discretion.” 

‘‘ Mrs. Morrison will you be pleased to accompany 
Mr. Walsingham and I to Peggy’s little parlour, 
where she is waiting tea for us,” cried Captain Parker, 
advancing tow^ards her and gently taking her band, 
for he perceived that this delicate proof of the kindness 
and generosity of her husband had sensibly afteclcd 
her even to tears. 

The heart of Rachel throbbed w'itli gratitude tow^ards 
the only being in whose eyes she wished her conduct 
fo be most approved — her husband, her protector, and 
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lirr friend. Tn ))o?=^seRsion of that approbation she most 
appreciated, and that treasure she raost prized, Rachel 
heeded not the passing scche around her in this world^s 
einj)ly space, for her perpetual simuner ever smiled 
while the sunshine of good humour threw its enliven- 
ing beams on the countenance of Leonard Morrison. 


( HAPTER XX. 


At the departure of Duncan Campbell from Vine 
f !ottage, which he did not leave without being liberally 
rewarded for the trouble he had taken on the present 
occasion, as well as being handsomely paid for all the 
e.vpences incurred during the time they had taken up 
their abode at the Falcon Inn, the travellers spent the 
remainder of the evening in the most cheerful and 
social converse ; after which they retired to the respect- 
ive apartments that w^efe prepared for them. Nor 
can it be doubted that they did not partake of that 
undistuibcd repose wliicli none but unvitlated hearts 
can truly taste of, or ever perfectly enjoy. 

The ensuing morning Rachel had full time for her 
domestic employments, during the absence of Leonard, 
Adolphus, and Captain Parker, who neglected not to 
pay their first duty to Captain Montreville, on whom 
Leonard had promised to call at an early hour to 
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l^ceive instructions for the necessary arrangenients 
in his commencing negociations Vith the Scottish 
traders. Rachel in the inesin time was not idle ; she 
assisted Peggy in all that was necessary to be done 
previous to the hour of dinner ; while Owen acted very 
tolerably in the part that was allotted to him. Thus 
things continued for a week, at the end of which time 
Rachel insisted that Peggy should hire a young female 
to assist her in the capacity of a servant; to which 
Peggy would willingly have objected, but Rachel ex- 
claimed, — You will displease me grehlly Peggy if 
you do not. 1 cannot think at your advanced age that 
you should endure any unnecessary fatigue on my 
account; I must therefore request that you will imme- 
diately employ some person, in order that you may 
again enjoy the same portion of your time as you did 
before we came fiither. I would not for the world be 
the means of abridging any of your comforts ; on the 
contrary I w'ould W'illingly add to them by any service 
in my power.’’ Owen was therefore despatched to 
Duncan CampbeH’s with Mrs. Morrison’s compliments 
to his gude wifee, requesting her recommendation of a 
female domestic to attend to the active employment of 
Vine Cottage ; and accordingly the ensuing morning a 
young >vomaM of a strong and healthful appearance 
waited on Rachel, and presented a note from Mrs. 
Campbell, expressed in the following terms. 

Margaret Campbell has sent a wee bit 
lassie’ to Mrs. Morrison, of gude character and discre- 
tion; and dinna doubt but she will mak hersel unco 
useful. Her name is Jeannie ; and she is a gude like 
lassie ^ is ay miiiful o' the sabbath day, and gangs to 
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ithe kirk when ye *al please to gic her liberty. See 
nae mair fra yere loving servant 

Margaret CAMrsEi.r/. 

'Itachel smiled on perusal of Mrs. Campbeirs laconic 
epistle in favor of the wee bit lassie; but it was not a 
smile of derision ; for it warmed her heart so much 
that Jeannie was immediately inlisted in her service, 
her qualifications reported accordingly to Peggy, who 
very soon gave a satisfactory account of her abilities. 
And she was permitted to gang to the kirk withotit the 
smallest objection being made by Rachel to so laudable 
a part of her duty. 

Many weeks had now glided away imperceptibly 
beneath the happy roof of Vine Cottage. Leonard and 
Adolphus having by the recommendation of Captain 
Montreville established a most respectable connexion 
with the Scotch merchants, had hired a counting house, 
where they negotiated a multiplicity of business in the 
town of Montrose. This was no sooner arranged 
than Leonard immediately wrote to his fiither ac> 
quainting him with his success. Which so completely 
intoxicated the did gentleman with joy that, he en« 
closed him a draft for a considerable amount ; bidding 
him to do what his heart directed towards the Aiturd 
establishment of his firiend Walsingham. Bnt the 
generous Leonard needed not this hint from his &ther; 
for Adolphus was already provided for, and made 
partner with him in all his negociations, during the 
time he had been in Scotland. Which, in addition to 
his own unwearied pains and industry, was likely to 
render the Orphan Boy a man of independant property ; 
oxduaive of any emolument be had received from bis 
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generous friend, who refused to take any reimburse- 
ment, but entered into a joint concern with him. 

We shall at present leave them under the most 
auspicious and favorable omens warming themselves 
in the sunshine of domestic and rational enjoyments, 
and obtaining the reward and gains of honorable in- 
dustry, while we enter more minutely into an elucida- 
tion of those mysterious sorrows, which, to their inex- 
pressible concern, they discovered had so deeply 
wounded the heart, and agonized the feelings, of their 
generous friend Captain Montreville ; and whose secret 
cause of latent grief, from motives of delicacy, they 
bad never once presumed to inquire into. And al- 
though they had frequent opportunities of visiting the 
Captain in the town of Montrose, yet never could 
Rachel prevail on to him to favor them with his 
company at Vine Cottage, — Where indeed,” added 
she with a sweet fascinating smile, we only want 
your presence to render us completely happy. Ah ! 
why will you deny Leonard and me the pleasing grati- 
fication.” 

To which Captain Montreville, with a deep drawn 
sigh, mournfully replied, — Dear Mrs. Morrison, if 
you knew' with what pain I refuse your request, you 
would never again import^ine me on the subject. 
That cottage, madam, is in sight of an object, wliich, at 
this moment, 1 could not behold without experiencing 
a sensation of the most indiscribable agony — it com- 
mands a view of the Castle of Glencoy. Ah ! did but 
you l^now the treasure it contains ! — and that treasure 
was once mine. Yes, Mrs, Morrison, the angel who 
dwells there was once mine! Alas ! she will never 
more be so ! — the tie of iny fond love is broken— it 
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was rout asunder by (he foul treachery of a base assas* 
sill, who murdered my peace for ever !^in long ab- 
sence he possessed himself of my only love! — when I 
returned, he had rifled me of all my heart held dear, 
and had married her! To gain a sight of the idol of 
my soul I purchased Vine Cottage ; and in one of my 
rambles near the hated residence of Olencoy Castle 
encountered my most inoHal foe— my detested rival 
lord (ilencoy : the husband of her whose vows of love 
had been plighted to me ! — ho foil — but not by my 
hand! — No, eternal Providence be thanked that Mon^ 
troville has not been the destroyer of Glencoy ! — ^yct is 
my rival mouldering in the dust ; while she I loved ist 
still living.” — 

Rachel deeply afl’octcd at the relation of Captaini 
Montreville, whose sorrows were of too delicate^ ac 
nature for her to offer the slightest condolence^ re** 
mainod silent. Though she herself did not consider^ 
It is situation quite so hopeless as he represented ; and 
when Leonard and she returned to Vine Cottage, her 
first exclamation was after they were seated, — Sup- 
pose now Leonard that I was the beautiful coimteaeof 
(ilencoy and you were Captain Montreville.— 

Well, my love, what then cried Leonard. 

“ Why,” returned Rfichel, then I should think it 
very probable that I might marry you.” 

What whether I made you an offer or not?” 
demanded Lcoiiartl, no, Rachel, I am persuaded 
tliat yon would not do any .such tiling. In short, 1 
know not what to think of this mysterious affair; for 
the agitation of poor Captain Montreville prevented 
him from being sufficiently explicit on so painful a 
sulyect.” 


Z 
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And the old couple are equally reserved,” con- 
tinued Rachql, I could not get a word from Peggy 
about the bonnie leedy o’ Glencoy Castle, except that, 
she is' still young and excessively beautiful; and in- 
cessantly mourns the death of her husband.” 

Yet she is surely not living alone,” cried Adolphus, 
who had just joined theiri, I protest I know not what 
to think of this mysterious beauty, for do you know 
that, I have several times encountered her in my walks, 
and she is always accompanied by a gentleman much 
older than herself, who has the appearance of being a 
foreigner of some distinction, who pays her the greatest 
attention.” 

** O you slyboots,” cried Rachel, directing an arch 
look towards Adolphus, so you have stolen a march 
upon U8, and have been wandering among the wild 
heaths on purpose to obtain a peep of the beautiful 
widow# But have a care Walsingham, gentlemen 
sometimes pay for peeping.” 

Leonard laughed heartily at Rachers attack on his 
friend. While Adolphus without any embarrassment 
replied, — You accuse me unfairly Mrs. Morrison, 
it was by mere accident that 1 have several times had 
an opportunity of seeing lady Glencoy. Once in a 
shower of rain, she and the* gentleman whom I have 
described took shelter in a cottage where I also fled 
from the shower ; and it was the first moment of my 
beholding her. She was attired in the deepest mourn- 
ing; and her countenance, thougli confessedly lovely, 
was pale and languid; and tlicn 1 thought bore con- 
siderable traces of affliction. I have seen her look 
better since >vhen I met the carriage on its way to 
Montrose ; in which she was accompanied by the same 
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gentleman; and iJie uncommon heat of the weather 
had made her dispense with the veil wlfich before had 
overshadowed her lovefy features. The carriage 
stopped at the turnpike, and I confess 1 was then 
induced to steal a glance at her/* 

There is nothing like a fair and open confession,*’ 
cried Rachel, now laughing immoderately, it is pre- 
ferable to all the disguises in the world. Now if you 
had protested that you had never looked at her I should 
not have believed a word of it: and pray Walsingham, 
what do you think of her?** 

That she is one of the loveliest creatures in exist- 
ence,** answered Adolphus. 

Worthy of such a man as our Captain Mqptre- 
ville,*’ demanded Rachel. 

To which Adolphus immediately replied-— 

Worthy of any man in the created universe.” 
lie now wished his friend a good night and they 
retired to their respective chambers. 


CHAPTER XXL 


The right honorable John Sigismund earl ofGlencoy 
at a ydutliful period of life became the solo possessor 
of the wealth of his ancestors ; wdiich he was so provi- 
dent of, as never to be found guilty of one single act 
of gencrosil v . Benevoleut propensities were certainly 
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not in the catalogue of his lordship’st virtues ; alihoiigh 
for the immedi^e gratification of an unworthy passion, 
ha would extend the liberality of his purse to tlie most 
unheard of and extravagant bounds. He possessed a 
haughty exterior ; with a mind and manners stern and 
unforgiving ; and which he seldom relaxed but when 
subdued by the charms of female beauty. Then indeed 
by turns, or as occasion called, he could become the 
champion, the lover, and the friend. But the object 
once obtained, these separate characters would in- 
stantly vanish, and the coward, the seducer, and the 
hypocrite l^e substituted in their stead. Many a village 
ix)se, blooming in sweetness and native modesty on its 
pai*ent tree, had been torn from its protecting branches 
by his destructive hand; and by his deceptive arts been 
consigned to an untimely grave. Such was the earl of 
Gleilc,oy; the man of wealth — the man of power; and 
sugh was the husband of Evadne Leburney. 

A transient glance caught of a lovely femiile whom 
he had seen once, and only once, at an election ball, 
fixed at last his roving fancy and wholly subdued his 
heart. Struck w ith a beautiful modesty that animated 
a countenance which, for expression and delicacy, ho 
had never seen equalled, he instantly felt inclined to 
pay devotion at the shrine oV such a deity ; and lost 
not a moment in making every inquiry in favor of tlie 
resolution ho had taken of being introduced to lier; 
being fully determined to possess her eitlier as a wife, 
pr a mistress. But a sensation, to which till now', the 
earl had been an entire stranger, made him secretly 
wish she might not belong to that class of females 
whom he could obtain without difficulty. And this 
dea assimilating so closely with the inspection he had 
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tuken of tlio fair ^pincogniia that, the infatuated earl, 
>“horne on ilie wings of hope and expcictation, posted 
from place to plal:e, wh^e he thought he could gain 
the least intelligence of her, but in vain. No one 
know her by his description of the prettiest creature 
ill the world and the earl remained inconsolable that 
day and the day following. 

Not having been accustomed to bear the smallest 
disappointment in the Qorlipletion of his wishes, he 
vented all his ill humour on his confidential valet 
Mr. Alexander Brush, who he despatched to every 
corner of the village in quest of information ; but he 
made his appearance before his enraged master with as 
little success as formerly. 

The earl now sunk into a state of despondency, 
from which not even the invigoratiqg powers of charn* 
paign could arouse him; and giving up all hopes of 
ever beholding again the object of his search, gave 
orders for the carriage, to quit the village of N — — . 
that night. Hut, before his departure, he resolved to 
inuko one inoro iiiquiry after his enchantress ; which 
he accordingly did, by rumbling more than three miles 
out of the village ; and he might have returned to the 
inn as wise as he came from it, had not the loud bark-* 
ing of a little spaniel arrested his attention to the spot 
from ulicncc it proceeded; and he could plainly dis- 
tingiiisii voices at no great distance. Impelled by 
uu)tives of the most resistless curiosity he stopped to 
lisiOii ; and through an opening of the hedge be soon 
perceived two young ladies in deep conversation ; one 
of them was dressed in the extreme of the fashion ; 
ivliilst the other was plainly attired, though her shape 
appeared delicately lovely, lie could not sec her fece 
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as she wore a large gipscy hat ; but be heard her utter 
in a tone of the most plaintire sweetness the follow- 
ing words: — “ Confess I love Henry Montreville ? 
not I indeed ! I am not urged to make any such con- 
fession, and it is cruel of you Sophia to request 

To wlliph her companion archly replied, — “ And so 
Evadnie, you pretend not to like Henry Montreville, 
when your blushes at this moment declare to the con- 
trary.” 

With much artless expression the former imme- 
diately answered, — “ Well then, since you will have it 
so, there is not a human creature I regard so much as 
Henry Montreville.” 

. The moment these words were uttered they quick- 
ened their pace, and were receding fast from the earl's 
' view $ but he deterpained to pursue them ; having just 
semi and heard enough to convince him that, the same 
lovely form, the same enchanting voice, existed alone 
in the beautiful female he had seen at the election. 

And recovering firom the delirium into which he had 
been thrown by the sudden appearance of the very 
object he had so long been in search of, he followed 
slowly at a distance, to watch at what habitation they 
should arrive'; nor did he tire in bis task till he had 
fully satisfied himself in the es^ntial points necessary 
for his attempting to form an acquaintance with the 
lovely creature who unconsciously had so completely 
subdued his heart, which was to know whom she be- 
longed to ; where she was going to ; and what was her 
situation in life. 

It is true, the confession he had just heard from her 
own lips was not very favorable to the passion he had 
conceived; and the name of Montreville sounded 
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somewhat disagrecj^blc in his ears ; but vanity sug- 
gested that Montreville was not an carl ;«-Montrevil!e 
might be in want of money — friends— a dependant — 
younger brother — disbanded office^ — poor clergyman 
— in short, one point he had decidedly settled, that, 
Montreville should not possess his incognita* 

Such were the meditations of the earl when chance, 
which oft decides the fate of lucky mortals, on the 
present occasion befriended him, for a post chaise 
witli four unruly horses driving at full speed, and 
guided by still more unruly drivers, w'ho betrayed 
every symptom of the most shocking inebrity, so 
alarmed the ladies that, endeavouring to gain the 
opposite side of the road, she who had enchanted him 
ran with such rapidity as to entangle her scarf with 
some briers, and before her companion had presence 
of mind to save her, she fell to the ground. Nothing 
could be more instantaneous than the motion of the 
earl, who flew towards her, nor the shrieks of her 
affrighted companion, %vho, perceiving that she bled 
violently at tlie nose exclaimed— Oh! dear sir, I fear 
she is much hurt.” — She then assisted lord Glencoy in 
raising her ; but the lady quickly opening eyes which 
beamed with an expression that was almost celestial, 
siuiled and told them shenvas certainly more alarmed 
than hurt ; the sudden force with which she had fallen 
having alone occasioned the effusion of blood that 
caused her cousin so much apprehension. She then 
assur(?d his lordship, who supported her in his arms, 
tluit she found herself much recovered, and would no 
longer be the means of interrupting him in his walks. 
But the earl had no intention of quitting his fair prize ; 
the scusatious he felt at bearing in his arms the most 
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delicate form the creator ever {jasve breath to— the 
melodious soilfid of her voice as she timidly whispered 
her gi*ateful thanks, caused" a certain fluttering at his 
heart which made it impossible to mistake its true 
emotions, and convinced him that, it was not alone u 
delicate form, nor a sweet voice, which attracted him 
so much towards the beautiful Evadne, but a coiivirtion 
that fortune wdlled her for his wife. And for tlic firs< 
time lord Glencoy experienced the effect produced in 
the breast of the most licentious rcproba,te — respect, at 
the unaffected display of modesty in a lovely female; 
and bowingtobotli the ladies ho thus addressed ihejn. — 
** I feel it impossible to leave you, and be assured that, 
the earnest request 1 make to be permit t<ul the ha{)py" 
ness of conducting you safe home, is not produced (>y 
any sentiment of idle curiosity; my situation being 
above disguise, and iny name too well known to need 
investigation.” — He then turned to the sole object 
who fascinated his attention and exclaimed, — We 
are now two miles from the village, and your walking 
thither may be attended with some ir.ronveiuence, if 
yourself and the lady Avill wait in tlie farm fioust! whit h 
does not appear fur distant, 1 will send for my carriage, 
it is only at the village; and believe me you will 
honor me by making it of service to you,” 

The ladies both thanked him for so ofdiging an offtT 
but absolutely refused to accept of il; informing liim 
they had not a quarter of a mile to walk; tlieir habita- 
tion being only at the foot of the hill, 

“ You surely then wdll permit me to accompany you 
home,” cried lord Glencoy, 

Silent and embarrassed w^as she for whom alone this 
service was intended, when her cousin gently reproving 
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her for being guilty, of rudeness, in return for so much 
imlitencss, immediately replied — 

I am sure my father nvill be proud to see you. 
Come Evadne, let us quicken our pace^ they will be 
alarmed at our staying out so late.” 

Not one word had escaped the lips of Evadne ; and 
iior confusion was increased by the earl passionately 
f‘xclaiming, as he pressed her hand within his own,-^ 

* ' 1 shall estimate this evening, which has afforded me 
1 1)0 pleasure of beholding you again, as the happiest of 
my life.” 

Evadne withdrew her hand, and in reply to the 
rarl’s imjjassioned speech said,— I do not recollect 
sir, ever to liave had the honor of seeing you before.” 

Lord ( ilcucoy spoke of the election Ball in M— 

Whore,” cri(‘d he, 1 first beheld^you; and since 
t iiat day, you have never been absent from my thoughts. 
Fruitless were my endeavours to gain intelligence 
whore you lived ; and fruitless still had been my search, 
if the little animal that accompanies you bad not caused 
me inqx^rtineinly to peep through a hedge, which gave 
my eyes the sight of heaven, and my ears the music ot 
the spheres.*' 

Evadne aiVected not to undci'siand the compliments 
lie addressed to her ; and recollecting that, the con- 
versation which had passed between herself and cousin, 
tliought it very probable that, it might have been 
overheard by the curl : and from that moment, her 
natural reserve increased ; for the name of Montreville 
was, to Evadne, sacred as the pure fiame of iiicence* 
breathing heaven, buried in the secret recesses of her 
heart, or only uttered to invoke everlasting blessings 
on his head. 


AA 
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They now approached a handsome, but ancient 
looking house, built after the old style, with a portal 
at the door ; and the church, which shewed its white 
steeple through a clump of trees situated at no great 
distance from it, caused the earl to suppose it was the 
parsonage; but, in this he was mistaken, as the door 
was opened by a smart livery servant; and the young 
ladies ushered tlie earl into a very elegant apartment, 
in which were Seated on a sofa an old gentleman, and 
a lady of a very masculine appearance with a red face; 
she either was, or had been, indisposed ; being care- 
fully wrapped up with flannels. She was in the act of 
pouring out a dish of coflee when they entered the room, 
and her countenance expressc^d some displeasure ; w hen 
the companion of Evadiie skipping up to the old gen- 
tlemen, introduced the earl, and related the accident 
which had befallen her cousin, when bis lordship so 
politely came to their assistance ; but he hud no sooner 
cast his eyes on the earl, than be stretched out his 
hand in the most cordial manner, exclaiming with 
surprise and pleasure — ^ My lord Glencoy, I am 
proud to have the honor of seeing you at my house.’* 

The earl returning his salute, briefly informed him 
of the trifling service he bad been so happy as to 
render the young ladies, by conducting Uierii safe home ; 
which was more than repaid by the unexpected plea- 
sure of beholding his old friend colonel Bloomfield ; 
whom it was more than ten years since he parted with 
on Uie continent; and added, bad he known in what 
part of the globe he bad fixed his head quarters, 
so long a time should not have elapsed, without having 
paid him a visit. 

The colonel again shaking the earl’s hand introduced 
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him to Mrs. atid AjLiss Bloomfield, hta wife and daiugfa- 
ter; And that,” cried he, pointing to the beautiful 
Evadne, is my neice, Mass Ee Burney.” 

Your neice colonell” said the earl. 

Yes, my lord, the daughter of my sister,” replied 
the colonel, smiling at the looks of evident satisfaction 
M'ith which lord Glencoy received this intelligence, 
although he felt a little mortified at the fixt admiration 
witli which his lordship surveyed Evadne: as be con- 
ceived it alone due to his darling Sophy, of whom he 
was extravagantly fond. 

Mrs. Bloomfield, after reproving the young ladies 
for staying out so late, which she could not avoid doing 
though in the presence of the earl, ordered supper 
and a bedchamber to iie prepared for their noble guest 
with all tlie ceremony which so short a time would 
admit of; making a thousand apologies to the earl 
for not being apprized of liis coming; and hoping that 
he w'ould excuse all the inconveniencies of a country 
house. 

The colonel insisted that he would send for his 
servants from the inn, and make his house subservient 
to liis pleasure during the time he condescended to 
remain with them. But the earl assured colonel 
Bloomfield, that he wouki only send for hia valet ; and 
tiiat he would even dispence with him, rather than the 
family should be put to the slightest inconvenience on 
his account. That he bad merely come fi>r a rambie 
through the country, which was esteemed beautiful ; 
and that previous to bis accidental meeting with the 
young ladies, it was his intention to tiave returned to 
town that evening; but that now, he certainly would 
avail himself of liis kind invitation to pass a few days 
in the society of his worthy friend, and that of Iiis 
charming family. 
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This hint was sufficient for Mi«j^ Bj^rahcld, who 
had ever madt it a general practice to consider what 
advantages she could d^ive from being introduced to 
persons of condition ; and here a glorious opportunity 
presented itself for future aggrandizement, by an ac> 
quaintance with lord Glencoy. ** The charming 
finuily” which he had uttered in terms of such con- 
descention, operated most powerfully in the breast, 
and on the featun^s of Mrs. Bloomheld. A right 
honorable talung up his abode in her house, was a 
circumstance of so flattering a nature,' and so truly 
gratifying to her feelings that, she determined to 
make the most of it, and set off her charming* 
ffimily” to the utmost advantage; secretly breathing 
forth a wish that Sophia, her beautiful Sophia, might 
appear unusually attractive on this evening. And 
who knows, thought Mrs. Bloomfield, but his lordship, 
for lords are as whimsical as other folks, may take a 
liking to my rosebud as well as to another. Her Sophia 
a countess — the very thought was giddy rapture; and 
not knowing exactly what she was about, poor Mrs. 
Bloomfield gave orders for two additional fowls to be 
killed and be put down to the spit. Surprised at the 
order, the cook exclaimed — “ Six roast fowls M^am.’’ 

“ Foolish wench," cried Mrs. Bloomfield, ”do’nt 
you know that a lord sups here to night. Can his 
lordship have too much of a good thing." 

Away ran the cook into the poultry yard, seized the 
hapless fowls that were quietly at roost for the night, 
and placed them at the fire according to her mistresses 
directions ; and away posted Mrs. Bloomfield to ad- 
monish her darling daughter how to conduct herself in 
the presence of lord Glcnooy. 
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Had you "Ijot ^better my love change youf dress ; 
and Let Smart put your hair to rightay said she, 1 
vow and protest the wind has blown it about till it 
looks quite frightful. And pray Sophy, do learn to 
copy a little of my genteel breeding ; and do’nt let his 
Jf>rdship see what a romp you are, that’s a dear sweet 
girl. There, let Smart bring your last new frock that 
came from London, and come to supper in it. And 
be sure Sophy to put the what-d’ye-call’em flowers in 
your hair,” said the Ibnd mother. 

’Tis of ho use,” said Miss Bloomfield a little 
pettishly. 

“ No use,” answered Mrs. Bloomfield. 

He is in love with my cousin,” retorted Sophia. 

In love with a fiddlestick’s end,” cried the now 
enraged Mrs. Bloomfield. ^ 

Had you seen how he squeezed her hand, and 
with wliat tenderness he lifted her from the ground,” 
said Sophia. 

She is an impudent, sly, deceitful, baggage,^’ 
1 oared out Mrs. Bloomfield, “ who is nothing more 
than a dependant on the charity of your father: — a 
poor orphan of his fine madam of a eister; but she 
shall train]) for it, I warrant me.” 

To which Miss Sophia? immediately retorted, — “ I 
cannot for my life see in Evadne that beauty every 
body makes such a rout about.” 

Beauty,” exclaimed Mrs. Bloomfield, docs she 
pretend to beauty ? does she presume to put herself on 
an equality with my child — with the daughter of 
colonel Bloomfield ?~I shall choak— I shall faint 
Sophy.” 

Pray inaiua do’nt jnit yourself in a passion,” now 
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ioterrupted Miss Bloomfield, ^ tor ^ really 1 must say, 
that it was not Evadne’s fault ; sho was absolutely 
quite rude to fais lordship; and notwithstanding all the 
fine compliments he paid her, would not answer him 
a word. 1 blushed for her.” 

She is an insolent little hussey,” cried Mrs. 
Bloomfield, now taking a little breath, but I do’nt 
mean to be troubled with her much longer I promise 
you. Your father may rave if he pleases, but she 
shall turn out of Bloomfield Lodge before long I am 
detCTmined,” 

Evadne, who liad followed Miss Bloomfield out of 
the room, not choosing to encounter the impassioned 
glances of lord Glencoy in their ai>sence, and wishing 
to vetke at an early hour for a particular reason, was 
stealing quietly to her humble lodging, which was 
admost in an uninhabited part of the house; Mrs. 
Bloomfield, having thought proper that sho should im 
separate from the rest of the family. But how little 
did this circumstance affect the mind of Evadne; a 
mind, on which, the hand of all bounteous heaven had 
fixed its strongest and fairest imprcBsions, As she 
passed the door of the apartment in which Mrs. 
Bloomfield and her daughter were sitting, the last scn> 
tence of her irritated aunt caught her ear. Uncon* 
sdous ot having given the slightest cause for her dis> 
pleasure, and accustomed to bear a frequent repetition 
of her ill-humour and malignantdisposition, yet Evadne 
was not proof against this unmerited harshness of ex- 
pression, and she relieved her full heart by a shower 
of tears. She. had no sooner reached her own apart- 
ment, the windows of which bad been left open, than 
she found her spirits tolerably tranquillized, Tliu 
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rising moon reflecled iU beauteous I>cam8 ori every 
surrounding object ; while the perfume of the fragrant 
flowers, waving to the motion of the softest bireesBc, 
sweetened the whole atmosphere. And viewing the 
serene sky, where every twinkling star proclaimed the 
glorious work of heaven^ she felt her bosom glow 
with reverence and wonder; and clasping her hands in 
grateful admiration of the being who protected her, 
she piously ejaculated, — Gracious heaven! 1 adore 
thy works ! I acknowledge thy bounties and rever%thy 
e|rcrla.sting goodness ! Teach me patiently to bear, 
my lot in life scattered wath many a thorn ! Give me 
fortitude to support adversity; and courage to bear 
unshrinkingly the frowns of fate! Dispose of me 
ever as thou wilt, the humblest creature of thy will 1’* 


CHAPTER XXIL 


May we not suppose tha\ the prayer of Evadne was 
heard ? did the Orphan ever sue in vain ? or the voice 
of ttie daughter of affliction pass through the ear of 
Divine Providence? believe me, no. The attribute of 
Heaven is mercy ; and its sacred dispensations is jus- 
tice to the injured and defenceless. 

Nothing could exceed the chagrin and disappoint- 
ment of lord Glencoy during supper, which was 
aerved up a few minutes after Evadne had retired to 
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her apartment ; his eyes continuaL'y wandered to the 
door in the hhpe of seeing her come and his con- 
versation with the colondl at last began to grow 
stale, flat, and uriprofitableJ* He soon perceived 
that the beautiful Evadne was by no means a favorite 
With her relatives, and he determined, in order to 
effect his future plans and views, to be less ardent in 
his admiration of her. In vain, however, was the 
pretty Sophia placed next to him at the table, and her 
while hands displayed to help him to the most delicate 
morsels; and in vain was the officious mother eloquent 
in praise of the taste and economy of her daughter ; 
his lordship was even tired of their civilities, and at 
length began to yawn over the half finished banquet, 
and complain of fatigue. The colonel rallied him on 
his w^ant of spiivts, called for more wine, made some 
w^itty remarks, and began to recount some adventures 
which had occurred to him in his last campaign, but 
all to no purpose, for his lordship was not disposed to 
listen ; in short, he bade them all good night, and was 
conducted to his chamber by his valet, who had been 
sent to him from the inn to attend his master. 

He w^as no sooner gone than Mrs. Bloomfield de- 
clared she would not give a fig for the company of 
such lords ; for her part she could not conceive what 
people could see in them so much to admire, except 
for their money, and concluded that the earl had not a 
word to say for himself. 

There verily thou art mistaken, Lucy,’* said the 
colonel, for my lord Glencoy is esteemed a wit. 
There is no man pays so well, livesi^ extrava- 
gantly, keeps finer horses and dogs ; then bis fortune— 
by the Lord his fortune is immense/’ 
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“ Why, to be sure,’* answered Mrs.» Bloomfield, 
better pleased with the coloneVs observations than she 
had been with her ow^n, that makes amends for his 
want of manners.’* 

How so Ijiicv ?” said the colonel. 

“ How' so,” echoed Mrs. Bloomfield, why, did he 
eat more tlian the bare wing of a fowl ? — did he touch 
the ham, nor the custards, nor the jellies, nor the 
fancy dishes? all my trouble and expence thrown away ; 
and Sophy, my darling Sophy looked upon as nothing, 
though the dear child was so nicely drest, and looked, 
as one may say, as if she had conic out of a band box ; 
and all because a certain person, who shall be nameless, 
is flinging out her lures for him : she will find herself 
mistaken though.” , 

Lord mama, why wo’nt you be quiet,” said Sophia, 
colouring as red as scarlet.” 

I tell you again child,” said Mrs. Bloomfield, 
that she wo’nt catch him.” 

What are you both driving at,” said the colonel, 
who are you going to catch?” 

Mama is talking of Evadne,” said Sophia. 

Yes, colonel, answered Mrs. Bloomfield, your 
pretty niece, Miss Evadne,”^ flinging down a glass of 
wine in her rage with her elbow^s as she threw them 
across the table, your meek, modest, demure, sly — - 
Will you never let the girl alone,” cried the 
colonel somew hat displeased, why do you make me 
angry Lucy ? — can the girl help it because nature has 
given her a pretty face? fie, Lucy, I am quite ashamed 
of you.” 

Yes she has a face with a witness,” returned Mrs. 
Bloomfield.— The assurance to think she will mak^ 
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a conquest of a lord! — a pretty thing truly to supplant 
my Sophy — to hatch a viper — to shelter an ungrate- 
ful — 

Here Mrs. Bloomfield was compelled to take breath 
for she was quite exhausted w ith passion, when to her 
surprize and mortification, the colonel burst into an 
immoderate fit of laughter. 

Go along to bod Lucy for a fool do,” uttered he, 
dq’nt think child my lord Gleuroy, gr‘eat and honora- 
ble as he is, would condescend to bestow a thought on 
either of the girls, much less take it in his head to 
marry pne of them : no, his lordshij> is not so easy 
guPp4.t^j^ my word for it. 1 know my lord (iloiiroy 
better : so get along to bed you simpletons do.” 

Mrs. Bloomfield was a little cooler, but she would 
still have inveighed most bitterly against the innocent 
Evadne had time permitted, but it was now late, the 
colonel sleepy, and the caudles almost burnt out, they 
thought proper therefore to retire to their aiiartmpiits, 
where the drowsy god overpowering all other sensa- 
tions soon sunk them into a state of forget fulness. 

The object of the lovely Evadne’s aflectlons, Henry 
Montreville, was the only son of a naval officer, who 
possessed, on his wdfe’s &»de, a trifling income inde- 
pendant of the emolument arising from his professional 
character. He received from the trembling hand of 
a dying parent a lovely, accomplished, and amiable 
female, who having bostow'ed her hand on the man she 
loved, lived but to see them haj)|)ily united eVe he 
closed his eyes for ever. Love, peace, and health 
were, for a few' years, the smiling inmates of captain 
MpntievUle and his adored Olivia ; w'hen ruthless and 
inexorable war obliged him unwillingly at last to quit 
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his peaceful home ; fo snatch from his ago^iized though 
manly breast an almost fj;antic wife and beauteous 
boy; Henry Montreville being at that period but five 
years old. 

Oh ! fond arid faithful love! does thy stream always 
How pure and unmixed with lifers heart-galling bever- 
age ? — No, never ! 

To the sea of battle captain Montreville went, 
bravely resolved to conquer or die in the service of his 
king and country ; but, oh ! victory too dearly bought! 
— purchased at too high a price— even with life itself; 
though crowned witli never-fading garlands^ of truth 
and loyalty. 

The agonies of a distracted wife inourning the loss 
of her gallant husband, while she bedews with her 
tears (ho infant pledge he leaves fatlierl(*ss behind him, 
is a circumstance, of all others, the most afflicting to a 
delicate and feeling soul. For a while grief superseded 
every other sensation in the widowed heart of Mrs. 
Montreville, but she was soon recalled to the duties of 
her situation by the sw eet voice of her darling boy, for 
whose sake she resolved to exert the sway of reason 
and philosophy, and humbly submit to the rigour of 
that hand wliich, while it strikes the blow', administers 
the 1>alm that time meliorates, and resignation never 
fails to heal. How^ oft when fixed in earnest contem- 
plation on the sweet face of young Henry has the fond 
mother traced the w^ell-remembered features of his 
lamented father, and she determined to live single for 
his sake alone ; to arrange a plan of the strictest eco- 
nomy by wdiich her son might receive the advantages of 
a liberal education ; and to devote every moment of her 
life to shelter her opening blossom till it should gather 
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strength of itself to face the rude jlast^ and brave the 
threatening storm. 

Never did a mother labour so industriously to pour 
instruction into the unthinking ear of youth as did 
Mrs. Montreville ; nor ever was a son so prompt to 
receive it. At the age of sixteen he surpassed her 
fondest expectations ; as he possessed all those quali- 
ties her ardent imagination had fancied. His person 
was pleasing and manly ; his mind vigorous and enter- 
prising; his temper mild, cheerful, and benignant; his 
manners were delicate and engaging ; and his heart 
was the temple of rectitude and honor. Such was 
Henry Montreville when he occasionally visited the 
Cleaners family ; and was indeed in every respect the 
ca!reless and happy playmate of Sophia Bloomfield and 
Evadne Le Burney. 

The colonel’s house and that of Mrs. Montreville 
were exactly opposite to each other; and though they 
were in fact very good neighbours, yet they had never 
visited more than by giving one another the salututioa 
of the morning wlieii they passed. This may not 
appear singular, as the mind and disposition of Mrs. 
B|loorafield and her accomplished neighbour were by 
no means congenial. Dancing at the same school, 
young Montreville had formed an acquaintance with 
the young ladies ; and as Mrs. Montreville did not 
consider him of an age to form any attachment of the 
heart, or receive any dangerous impressioiis, he was 
frequently indulged with the society of his young and 
kinocent companions. 

Sophia Bloomfield was at this period a fine girl of 
fourteen years of age, with a remarkable florid com- 
plexion and arcli blue eyes : she was possessed of a 
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neverfailing stock Qf spirits ; and as she was never kept 
in subjection by her indulgent parents, Aey were per- 
mitted to be called forth bn every accasion either to 
excite mirth, or promote mischief, just as whim, fancy, 
or caprice directed her. Evadne Le Burney was of a 
character totally different to her cousin, and but twelve 
years old ; she appeared to have a mind already formed ; 
a delicate sensibility pervaded her features which were 
cast in nature’s most perfect mould; and if any fault 
could be found in a face so exquisitely beautiful, it was 
attributed to a mixture of too much pensiveness, 
which at times overshadowed her countenance; but 
her form, light and graceful, w'as lovely in the extreme ; 
her disposition was warm and generous, but her man- 
ners reserved even to extreme timidity. 

Evadne shrunk like the sensalivc plpnt from the rude 
attack of effrontery, and mourned like the drooping 
lily under the pressure of unkiiulness : which she often 
endured from her harsh and cruel relation, with a 
patient hiunility that did not so much as express 
itself by a frown nor a murmur ; yet w ould her little 
heart swell almost to bursting, and unseen by every 
eye, she would retire to a solitary corner, and relieve 
herself by shedding torrents of tears. 

Thus passed, and thus rolled away, three years, 
w ith scarce any visible change in the colonel’s family, 
or that of Mrs. Montrevillc, when a circumstance took 
place that, for ever gave birth to love in the uncon- 
scious and innocent bosom of Evadne, and the equally 
spotless and animated breast of Flenry Montreville. 
He had more than once been an eye witness to the un- 
merited treatment she received from her relations, and 
often pitied her as she seemed to have nobody to take 
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her part ; and as she had never, thocjgh frequently pro- 
voked, shed a tear in their presence, nor murmured 
against their conduct durihg their absence, he could 
not avoid admiring, as well as lieing surprised at, the 
mildness and sweetness of lier character. It is true 
Henry thought Evadne Le Burney the prettiest girl 
he had ever seen ; that he delighted to join with her 
in the dance, or catch the soft tone of her melodious 
voice in a song, was equally true ; nay, he had more 
than once stolen a kiss from her fresh /ind ruby lips, 
as they played at blind-man^s buff, or sat in a circle 
round the lire, yet these could naught avail, till con- 
vinced by the following incident that, Evadne had 
taken by surprize the possession of his soul, and w'ould 
for ever remain engraven there. 

On the annivei^sary of every year it was customary 
to give a ball to the young ladies and gentlemen of the 
dancing school by the professor of that accomplishment ; 
and his pupils were regularly invited to partake of a 
supper, and spend the evening in harmony and inno- 
cent mirth. Each little male and female heart fluttered 
with delight at its approaching celebration, which 
would gain them the prize presented to the most 
finished dancer ; and afford them an opportunity of 
decorating their pereons to ‘the best advantage, and 
call forth all their grace and accomplishments on so 
important an occasion. 

On the evening before this so much w ished for day, 
Sophia had testified every symptom of the most vio- 
lent mirth, and expended whole hours in forming 
schemes how to rival both in beauty and dress her 
female competitors. Flowers, feathers, silver, gold, 
and even Jewels were procured by her fond parents to 
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adorn her person sAid encrease her vanity, of whkii 
she had an abundant share; whilst a*plain mudin 
frock, fastened with bows of simple white ribbon were 
to be the only habiliments of the neglected, almost 
forgotten, but boaiitiftil Evadne. 

Henry Montreville had, by a particular appoint- 
ment, called that evening to take a walk with the 
young ladies, and after tea they sallied forth, Miss 
Bloomfield under one arm and Miss Le Burney on 
the other. ?iever was evening more delightful or 
picturos<|ue, the sunbeams yet lingered on the sky, 
and its departing rays noiv and then gilded the tops 
of the lofty momitaiiis, or reflecting its golden image 
in the limped stream, added to the beauty and rich- 
ness of the scene ; while the shepherds, driving their 
flocks from the pastures to the fold, ithe sound of the 
distant waterfall, and the melody of the birds, gave 
birth to contemplations of the most pleasing kind, but 
they i)r(>dnced dilFerent sensations in the breasts of 
Sophia, Kvadne, and Henry. Sophia thought the 
evtming too long, and sighed for the coming morrows 
Evadne sighed too, but it was at the sudden exc]arna<» 
tion of Henry Montreville, who, looking at his young 
companions witli ineffable delight, pressed the hand 
of Evadne, whilst an animated blush crimsoned his 
ingenious countenance : he pronounced — 

Oh ! my charming friends, may every momeiit of 
iny life be as replete with felicity as the present, and I 
shall ask no more.” 

Sophia laughed — Then I suppose, Mr. Montre* 
ville, you never intend to marry,” said she, with an 
arch expression. 

It was an abrupt question, and Montreville was off 
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kis gfuard ; he still held the hand ot’ all others he most 
wished to call his own. He looked at Evadne, who 
blushed excessively, and echoed back the sigh he 
breathed without daring to utter a single word ; but 
Sophia was disposed to rally, and she continued to 
laugh. 

You do not reply to my question,” uttered she, 

well then, we may conclude you never intend to 
marry ; but perhaps you have never yet seen her 
whom you could love r” 

Oh ! most assuredly I have,” returned Montre- 
ville, much embarrassed, but the provoking Sophia 
went on. 

“ How so, Montreville, she is not present, for if 
that were the case it mUsSt be one of us you know, and 
positively 1 do not mean to marry these six years, but 
dont despair ; perliaps 1 may relent before that time, 
especially if 1 find^ou a constant swain. Evadne 
child why dont you\peak, are there any Iiopes for 
him ?” 

The cheeks of Evadne now assumed a deeper red, 
but she carelessly replied — 

I have no right, Sophia — 1 mean I am unequal to 
the task of deciding on such a subject ; pray don’t ask 
me.” 

Montreville was not pleased ; his very soul seemed 
to hang on her reply, and he thought it cold in com- 
parison to the warm sensations which from that after- 
noon he was convinced had taken too deep a root to 
be easily eradicated. 

The subject was changed, and they continued to 
walk, but Sophia was in a talkative mood ; she adverted 
to the ball, the dear delightful ball, which would keep 
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her fipom sleep the whole of that night and part of 
next ; and describing the plegance of her dress, she 
added w^ith an arch smile, while her blue eyes sparkled 
with delight, but pray, Montrrville, who will yotf 
dance with ; you know you cannot expect to monopo- 
lize the whole of the evening*” 

What do you mean by monopolize Sophia,” said 
iilontreville, surprised. 

Why you do not intend to have me for a partner 
the whole of Hie evening, do yon” said Miss Bioom- 
fiehl. 

Believe me no,” answered Montreville, nor do I 
entertain the smallest idea of it ; for the honour of 
your hand, Miss Bloomfield, there will be far more 
worthy competitors than myself, and I should be sorry 
to deprive them of the triumph tbeyVill receive on 
such an occasion ; though, to use your own tvoMs, I 
do intend to monopolize, and if Miss Le Burney will 
honour me with her hand, there is not another lady in 
tlio village nor in the whole creation, of whom I 
should tfeel anxious to solicit a similar favour.” 

“ Well, that is pleasantly settled, upon my word/* 
said Miss Bloomfield, a little piqued, so you don’t 
like to dance with me, Montreville ?” 

^’Undoubtedly, Sophia,” answered MolitfeviHe; 
but then to monopolize you know ; to keep others 
from approaching you w ould be cruel in the extreme.” 

‘‘ Oh ! you are a provoking creature,” eried Miss 
Bloomfield, and I will have nothing to say to you. 
Evadne may take you if she pleases.” 

Ah ! but will Evadne accept the piTiposal?” Said 
Montreville, holding out both his hands to her they 
crossed the stile. 
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Sophia had walked a few paccis* before, and Mon- 
treville uttered this in a tone of inexpressible softness ; 
and Evadne felt, that to obtain Henry for a partner 
would be to- her a source of delight. On his repeating 
the question she gave him her hand. “ You know, 
Mr. Moiitreville, I am fond of dancing, and w henever 
you have condescended to select me as your partner. I 
have been happy in the extreme.'* 

Evadne had now' said all she dared ; but the de- 
lighted Montreville beheld her confusion w ith a sensa- 
tion little short of rapture, and he exclaimed — 

Condescend, Evadne, heavenly girl ! the conde- 
scension is on your side. ‘‘ Oh ! if you could hut 
know that when I touch this hand my soul sinks in it, 
and I" — he hesitated and said no more ; and Evadne 
ran after her cousin more pleased, more agitated, than 
she had ever been in her life. 

.Montreville had never said so much before, and the 
half finished sentence revealed the situation of his 
heart; the sincerity of which she thouglil it sacrilege to 
doubt, and recalled her to a close examination of tier 
own. Her reserve, her prudence, and her extreme 
timidity, had hitherto kept a close watch upon her 
feelings ; but she found, loo sensibly found, that she 
loved, that she even adored Henry Montreville ; but 
she would only breathe that secret to the air; yet had 
the consciousness of being beloved by him filled her 
bosom with delight, animated her beautiful counte- 
nance, and gave her an unusual glow. As they ap- 
proached her uncle’s house, she imagined every thing 
in unison with her own feelings, and when the door 
was opened by her old favourite, Haiinah, she aifec- 
tionalely exclaimed, My dear Hannah, I am so 
happy.*’ 
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‘‘ God bless you <iiy lovely child” repeated Hannah, 
it would be a sin if you were not happy^young, inno- 
cent, and engaging^as you hre; and now I think upon 
it, I hope that God will bless us all, and take pity on 
your aunt, poor sinful soul, she has met with a sad 
accident, such a fall.” Evadne waited for no further 
information, but instantly ran into the parlour, whither 
she was quickly followed by Montreville and Sophia, 
where they beheld Mrs. Bloomfield supported on one 
side by a surgeon, and on the other by the colonel and 
(lie kind and friendly Mrs. Montreville, w^ho had flown 
in to offer her assistance the moment she heard of the 
accident, and saw the confusion in the coloners house. 
Ti appears that Mrs. Bloomfield had been giving orders 
in the kitchen, and in ascending the staircase, by an 
unlucky motion, fell from the top to th§ bottom, where 
she laid to all appearance lifeless till the surgeon 
arrived. Her left shoulder was found to be much in- 
jured by the fall ; and she was otherwise dreadfully 
bruised. She had fainted during the time the surgeon 
had been preparing the bandage^s, and was recovering 
at the moment that Evadne and Sophia entered the 
room, W'hen she w as ordered to be put to bed imme- 
diately. Theaccident being so instantaneous, nothing 
cou'd exceed the alarm arid confusion into which the 
whole family was thrown. And the colonel, who 
really doated on his J^ucy, though she ruled him with a 
rod of iron, yet he endured the most tender anxiety ; 
and was apparently much shocked and effected by so 
unfortunate a circumstance. He expressed himself 
much obliged by the neighbourly and humane atten- 
tions of Mrs. Montreville, who had assisted inputting 
Mrs. Bloomfield to bed, but finding she could be of 




uinie politely took her leave ; assuring the 
colonel, she entertained the most favorable hopes of 
Mrs* Bloomfield's speedy amendment. To her sur- 
prise she found on her return to the parlour another 
iq, valid suppbrted in the arms of her son, who was ad- 
ministering drops, while the colonel was calling out in 
frantie terms on the n^ine of his darling Sophy, and 
using every means to restore her to a state of sensibi- 
lity ; for Miss Bloomfield upon seeing her mother, had 
ran screaming into the parlour and fainted from one 
hysteric fit into another. Thus it is to possess delicate 
feelings; which rendered tlie pretty Sophia, on this 
occasion, the most useless person in the house. 

Not so Evadne, who, equally aficcted, yet had tiie 
presence of mind to collect herself, and, Mrs. Montre- 
ville excepted, was the most active and assiduous of 
the family. By the most proper applications she soon 
rei^tored her cousin to a stale of composure ; and being 
inforiiied that^ Mrs. Bloomfield though much hurt, 
waSvia the most promising ivay of recovery, she began 
to discover by a return of lier usual spirits that, her 
apprehensions for her dear mama w ere not of the most 
alarming nature. Mrs. Moidreville now seeing once 
alii things likely to produce amendineiit a second 
time roae.'to take leave, ofTering her son to sit up all 
niglit with the colonel ; which kind proposal was jpy- 
fiUly accepted of by liim ; who declared that, if Luc\ died 
that flight) ha shpuld^never survive her. A t Ihismomeiit 
Evadfia entaaed the room, but seeing Mrs. Monlreville 
ili Gonieersation wuih her uncle, she would have retired 
had} ha notdeaired her to come in. She informed the 
colonel she had juf^t conie from Mrs. Bloomfield, w'ho 
^p|)oared oinch rolievcd from pain : that she had spoken 
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once or twice to her ; and she iiitreated his permission 
that she might sit up all night in the c&ainber of her 
aunt. Evadne urged her request with so much affec- 
tionate earnestness that, the colonel, looking at her for 
some moments, drew her towards him, and suddenly 
exclaimed while he kissed her cheek, — “ Evadne you 
are a good girl I must need’s say, a very good girl : 
>vatcli by the side of Lucy! w'ell, I take that extreme- 
ly kind of you, I do indeed.’^ 

Evadne blushing at the commendation her uncle had 
bestowed, and which she so seldom received from any 
part of the family, hastily withdrew’ ; but she took with 
her the adoring looks of Montreville, and the admira- 
tion of his mother, who was charmed with the un- 
affected modesty of her deportment, and struck with 
the uncommon beauty of her countenance. 

Mrs. Montreville had never seen Evadne but at . a 
distance, and as her name had seldom been mentioned 
by her son, she scarce knew that she formed a part of 
colonel Bloomfield’s family ; but her unexpected ap- 
pearance to solicit a ta^k that reflected honor to her 
character, produced sentiments of curiosity, and her 
being so remarkably lovely, made her anxious to learn 
on what particular footing she stood in the family. 
A mother’s eyes are penetratxjig; she had remarked a 
visible alteration in the countenance of her son while 
the pretty Evadne had been present, and she enquired 
of the colonel, first glancing slightly at the blushing 
and conscious Henry, — ‘‘ Pray colonel, who is that 
lovely girl ?” 

To w’hich the colonel w^itli some degree of emotion 
replied : — The child., madam, of a dear departed, 
and most iinfortnnatc lister:" — he paused, wiped a 
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tear from the corner of his eye, anil remained silent ; 
while young Montreville turned pale, and exhibited 
anxiety which he in vain attempted to conceal from 
the observing eye of his mother. 

I beg pardon colonel,” cried Mrs. Montreville, 
my question may have been an abrupt one, but 
surely she ia one of the most lovely young creatures I 
think I have ever seen.” 

, The colonel appeared affected. — Yes, madam, 
cri^he, and so at one period was he'* mother : but 
bteuty was the least perfection of my unfortunate 
sister. She died in giving birth to that girl. Poor, 
ill-fated, Matilda !— for her child was doomed never to 
behold its father he perished by shipwreck.” 

J^t.tliese words the eyes of Henry Montreville w ere 
filled with tear^ ; he sighed heavily ; and Mrs. Mon- 
treville again apologizing for having hit upon a subject 
so unpleasant wished the colonel good night, and was 
accompanied as far as the door by her son; wdio ten- 
derly pressing his mother’s hand to his lips, softly 
pronounced, — Mother, you have only seen the beauty 
of lEvadne Le Burney ; how w^ould your admiration be 
increased to find, by a knowledge of her virtues, she is 
4i^ntitled to your esteem.” , 

Mrs. Montreville looked grave ; — I do not approve 
of ardent friendships,” replied she, and on this theme 
methinks you are unusually eloquent.” 

Montreville turned away ; he dared not investigate 
the nature of his own feelings at the present moment, 
much less advance an opinion contrary to the judg- 
ment of his respected parent, and for a few hours they 
separated, both equally agitated by different sensa- 
tions. 
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The anxious mother retired to bed, but her mind 
was too much occupied to permit of her taking repose; 
her maternal feelings had become alarnied for the 
safety of her darling son ; she felt that nothing would 
be so inimical l*o her happiness as a connection with 
any part of the Coloners family, and blamed herself 
as ihe imprudent cause of having suffered Henry to 
have been so frequently at the Colonel’s house. She 
now determined to enforce her commands, in order to 
prevent any further intimacy from taking place, and 
resolved to put an end to so alarming a circumstance 
as soon as possible. 

It is true Henry liad never mentioned Evadiie 
before ; biit it was equally true he had blushed when 
she #ame into the room ; that his whole countenance 
had become animated with pleasure while she was 
speaking to the Colonel, and that his eyes had fol- 
lowed her to the door with all the admiration and 
tenderness of an enraptured lover. Then the extreme 
loveliness of this Evadne ; the fascinating sweetness 
of her voice, and the grace which appeared to accom- 
pany every action, again perplexed and alarmed Mrs. 
Montreville, and vshe felt that her son’s heart was in 
imminent danger, if not already irrecoverably lost. 
She ruminated on the warm and susceptible passions 
of youth, continually in the society and exposed to the 
sight of so attractive an object as Evadne, and trembled 
for the consequence. 
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While thcce sensations filled and tormented the 
breast of the fond mother, her delighted son was 
receiving from the hand he adored a dish of coffee, 
which she was called from the bedside of her aunt to 
administer to the Colonel. Sophia Bloomfield, not- 
withstanding her delicate fc^elings for her mother, being 
fast locked in the arms of sleep. 

Evadne, in the course of the night, had twice or 
thrice been the herald of good news to her uncle, that 
Mra. Bloomfield had continued every hour to feel 
mWe relieved from pain. The Colonel was in rapture, 
/and though he had more than once recruited his 
spirits with his favourite cordial, brandy and water, 
made pretty strong, whilst he frequently recounted to 
Henry a catalogue of the virtues of his dear Lucy, 
yet towards the morning he felt fatigued and drowsy, 
and ordered his niece, whom he could not avoid coin- 
mending much for the care and attention she had 
shewn in her attendance on Lucy, to make Mr. Mon- 
treville and himself a dish of coffee, and also insisted 
that she should take some with them. Never was 
repast so delicious as this coffee, prepared by the hand 
of Evadne ; while it was getting ready, Henry found 
means to steal into the kiicJien, and tenderly expressed 
his fear that she would endanger her health by so 
much fatigue. She told him slie was happy when 
employed in the task of being serviceable to the family 
thal surrounded her. For,” continued Evadne, I 
was never so fortunate as to know my parents, and all 
that I could ever learn respecting them was, that my 
poor mother died when she gave me birth, and my 
fiitfacr perished by shipwreck on his voyage to a frr 
distant country. To all other quest4o‘fis tny uncle liRv 
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been ever wilent arid reserved, and I have long* ceased 
to importune him cfh so melancholy a subject/’ 

Oh, Evadrie,” cried^ Montreville, best and 
gentlest of human beings, pardon me, if I envy the 
attentions, if I lament the necessity, which exposes 
you to such fatigue ; if I think every hour of your life 
sacrificed in the society of relations who can be regard- 
less of such exquisite worth and sweetness.” 

Montreville tenderly pressed her hand to his lips 
as lie uttered these words, whilst affection the most 
ardent and sincere was impressed on every feature. 
To escape was now impossible; and Evadne was 
oi liged to listen, when Montreville added,^ — 

“ You may be angry Evadne, but you must hear me ; 
and you have too much sincerity not to believe me 
when 1 declare I love, 1 adore you, Evadne. There 
is not another female on earth will* ever make me 
happy; and now go dearest of girls in the assured 
conviction that my happiness must ever be affixed to 
yours.” 

Silent and confused Evadne heard the confession of 
Henry w ithout attempting to give him the most distant 
hoptr tiuit promised a return ; bat when he passionate* 
ly repeated declarations of his regard, she burst into 
tears, and giving him her hand, generously acknow- 
ledged that, he was e<juaHy beloved ; nor could another 
object ever fill liis station in her heart. Then was 
Evadne suffered to escape from the trembling, hands 
pf the delighted Montreville ; she to the bedside of 
Mrs. Bloomfield, and Henry to his fond, expectant, 
though greatly agitated mother. 

. Mrs. Bloomfield opened her eyes as soon as Evadne 
entered the apartment apparently much rpende^.. ^ The 

1>D 
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firfit question she asked was, where was her darling 
Sophy.’’ ( 

“ Miss Bloomfield is not yet awake,” replied Han- 
nah dryly. 

“ Bless me! then who has been sitting at my bedside 
the whole of the night,” cried Mrs. Bloomfield. 

Miss Evadne,” returned Hannah. 

“ Indeed ! and who gave me my medicines ?” 

‘‘ Miss Evadne,” again repeated Hannah, ‘‘ she has 
never left you a single moment, but to get some coffee 
for my master and young Mr. Montfeville, since you 
were put to bed.’* 

“ Well to be sure that was kind enough,” said Mrs. 
Bloomfield. 

She now ordered her pillows to be adjusted, which 
being done in the gentlest manner possible, she at 
last beheld E^vadne in one corner of the room, leaning 
with her arm on the table, and thus addressed her. — 


CHAPTER XXIV. 


** I find you have been sitting up all night child ; I 
suppose you thought I was dying ; and that the colonel 
your uncle would get a new wife.” 

So unkind and unmerited an insinuation was too 
much for the delicate and affectionate Evadne, and 
she could scarcely restrain her tears while she answer- 
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ed, — No madam, tl was far from entertaining any 
such thoughts; I attend you because, in tlte first place, 
1 considered it to be my dufy ; and in the next, I was 
happy to render any service which might be in my 
power to bestow; and 1 rejoice madam, sincerely re« 
joice that, you arc better, though I teel wounded by 
your reproach.” 

The tears of Evadne were now restrained by con- 
scious pride and innocence, and she remained silent. 
Not so Hannah; who feeling all the indignation she 
possibly could ^igainst her mistress, while every feeling 
of her honest soul rose in defence of her young favorite, 
uttered with no small token of her anger, — I am 
rather surprised madam you can put such a wrong 
meaning on your neice’s behaviour, and take no notice 
of your own daughter's. I am an old servant, and 
must speak niy miijd ; and you may turn me away if 
you please ; but there’s Miss Bloomfield not out of 
bed yet ; never been near you, not she, though last 
night she thought you were dying; in good earnest, aa 
1 am a Christian soul, I am quite ashamed of such 
conduct. Then there is that dear sweet lovely child”-— 

Hannah would have proceeded, but Mrs. Bloom- 
field, who could not in her heart approve of Sophia’s 
conduct in the present instance, and expecting that 
Hannah would express her sentiments yet more freely 
on the subject, bade her hold her tongue and not 
fatigue her, saying mildly at the same time, she was 
not finding fault with Evadne.” 

Indeed aunt,” cried Evadne, I do not deserve 
it ; and would willingly have met with the accident 
myself a thousand times, rather than youshould have 
endured a moment’s pain.” 
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There madam," said Hannah rtcultingly, therc’a 
a jewel of a girl for you ! Oh ! blessings on her!’’ 

Hannah you distract my head/’ said Mrs. Bloom- 
fiMd ; then condescending to smile on Evadne, desired 
her to go and send her cousin to her. Evadne met 
Sophia at the door; rubbing her eyes and enquiring 
how her mama did, she declared she had nothing but 
the most frightful dreams all night. She then bounced 
into the room, and kissing her mother, violently ex- 
pressed her joy at hearing she was so piuch better by 
throwing her arms round the coloners neck, as if she 
had been a child of two years old. 

Joy, we grant, may be expressed in a thousand 
different w'ays; some laugh ; others possessed of greater 
sensibility cry ; but this not being exactly the case 
with Sophia Bloomfield, she chose the former, and 
absolutely burst into a horse laugh at every sentence 
which was uttered, that an observer would have turned 
away in disgust at manners w'hich bespoke a mind so 
little feminine, or delicate. 

Any reasonable being would naturally have supposed 
that, all thoughts of the festivity of a ball would have 
bjeen totally erased from the mind of an affectionate 
child by a mother’s indisposition, but it happened not 
to lie so with Miss Bloomfield; and during breakfast 

broke out as follows : — 

Do you think papa we might venture to go to the 
ball to-night ? mama is so much better ; and only 
think what a disappointment if we remain at home. 
Every body w'ill be so mortified ; beside, it cannot be 
of any service to mama, our being with her you know': 
lord I wish Heni'v Montrevillp was here, w'e could 
settle it nicelv. 
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The colonel pretended to be very angry : — Why 
zounds Sophy!” cried he, you would not think of 
going ?” 

Indeed but I would though papa, since mama is 
likely to do so well. L4ord now^, how can you be so 
angry.” — And Sophia hung round her father's neck; 
she kissed and she wheedled; and the colonel was 
presently subdued by her pretty tricks, as he called 
them ; and he promised bis darling that, if Lucy had 
no objection, she should go. 

At that moment a servant was announced from Mrs. 
Montreville to enquire after Mrs. Bloomfield. Sophia 
jumped up, — Suppose,” cried she, ‘‘ 1 write a bit ol 
a card for Henry to step over to us.” 

Zounds ! Sophy, the lad is only just gone to bed; 
you forget that he has been sitting up the whole of the 
night,” said the colonel. 

That dont signify papa, I am sure he dont mind 
that a fig if I send for him,” returned the laughing 
Sophia. 

Do as you please coaxing slut,” said the fond 
father, and the giddy girl sat down and wrote a note 
to Henry, requesting to see him immediately, on an 
affair of much consequence. The maid servant carried 
it over and gave it iiitd the hands of her mistre.ss, as 
Montreville had in fact gone to bed and was not yet 
risen. Mrs. Montreville very anxiously inquired who 
she received it from. 

One of the young ladies Madam,” replied the girl. 

Mrs. Montreville was at a loss what to think : and 
though addressed to her son, without further scruple 
opened and read the contents. 

Did not the colonel send me word that Mr*. 
Rioomtield was belter Jane.” cried she. 
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Yes, Madam, that 1 am certain answered the 
servant. 

‘‘ This is very strange,” cried Mrs, Montreville, 
and pray can you recollect which of the young ladies 
you received it from, for there are two you know ? 

Oh, dear ! yes Madam, that 1 can, for one of them 
is 60 handsome she is quite a beauty ; but it was the 
other gave me the note ; and she said young Mr. Mon- 
treviiie must come over directly, because she wanted 
him.” 

Mrs. Montreville being now satisfied tliat the said 
note was not from Evadne, went immediately into her 
son's apartment, w^ho w^as getting up, and gave it to 
him, adding at the same time, with a gravity which he 
had seldom remarked — 

You are the best judge of the meaning of this 
note, and of course know' how to reply to it.” 

Henry was surprised, and hastily reading the con- 
tents, replied, from Miss Bloomfield, mother, — per- 
haps Mrs. Bloomfield.” 

I will quiet your fears on that head,” interrupted 
Mrs. Montreville. The colonel informs me she is 
better. I clearly perceive it is only the young ladies 
who require your presence.” 

Montreville, who had never in one single instance 
given his mother a cause for displeasure, felt extremely 
hurt at the strangeness of her manner, for which he 
could in no way account, and instantly followed her. 

For Heaven’s sake, my dear mother,” cried he, 
tell me what is the matter with you ; and how I 
have been so unfortunate to offend.” 

At which Mrs. Montreville burst into tears. 

Do not ask me at present, I am not well,” cried 
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she, something does make me uneasy, I confess, but 
don’t ask me now; I beseech you.” 

You unhappy, mother, and refuse Ho tell me the 
cause,” exclaimed Henryk his fine eyes rivetted with 
the fondest affection on the agitated face of the best of 
mothers, “ at least assure rne that no part of my con- 
duct has given you uneasiness.” 

Mrs. Montrcville was silent. 

‘‘Ami to conclude from your silence mother that, 
I have rendered you unliappy,” said Henry, raising 
her hands to Jiis lips.” 

“ 1 am miserable Henry, my peace of mind is gone 
for ever,” said Mrs. Montreville weeping. 

“ Heavenly powers I and 1 the cause!” exclaimed 
Montreville, “ dearest mother, be more explicit I im- 
plore you !” 

Mrs. Montreville felt affected by the affectionate 
warmth of her son, and the little resentment, or to 
give it a more proper term, the little jealousy (for even 
mothers can he jealous) which had crept into her 
bosom, in one moment subsided ; and she threw her 
arms round his neck and kissed his forehead. — 

“ Image of my adored Montreville,” said she, listen 
to your mother, who has in this world but one earthly 
care, one earthly consolation, — need I say that, it is 
all centred in my son. Answer, therefore, the question 
I shall ask of you wdth sincerity ; and before you do so, 
reflect : your mother must not be deceived.” 

Have you ever found me guilty of deception,” 
cried Henry, much agitated, and tears starting into 
his eyes. 

“ Never my son,” replied Mrs. Montreville, I will 
do you this justice to avow it — no, never. 
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** Then why suspect me mother,'’ cried Moiitreville, 
why wound me with such unnlerited accusations ? 
Here is my heart, open to a mother’s examination: 
probe it deeply; for I would rather that heart bled at 
'every pore than it should cherish, or contain, one sen- 
timent injurious to your repose, or unsanctioiied by 
your wishes.” 

^*You are my son,” cried Mrs. Moiitreville, with 
the most exulting fondness, you are tlie idol of tny 
heart still; and now I can with confidence unfold my 
alarming apprehensions, and relieve my mind from 
the burthen by which it is oppressed : yes, I can now 
disclose my fears, my suspicions, which, I hope are 
groundless.” 

What do you fear, my mother, and what do you 
suspect ?” said Montreville. 

Why then; my son, 1 was dreadfully alarmed in 
the apprehension,” continued Mrs. Montrev ille, that 
your having been of late so intimate with the family of 
Colonel Bloomfield miglit lead to particular circum- 
stances, that your heart might be captivated and your 
aflections ensnared.” 

By whom,” cried Montreville, now violently agi- 
tated. 

But Mrs. Montreville smiled. 

w 

So warm, my son ; whom then do yon suppose I 
insinuated ? There are two young ladies, you know, 
both pretty and engaging ; come, be frank, and inform 
me which is so happy as to possess your heart,” 

' Poor Henry felt himself completely overpowered ; 
and the passion which triumphed in liis heart, and 
which could only be exterminated with life itself, was 
now fully evident by its expression on his countenance; 
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he frrttwwed «m]» 1 »|^ wmfc 99 % 

chaiK <|«miaiii|r ««mI aipbawMirf. tWf ^ 

eUnucdflkia 4l«t3MW» fad Ime flhitlMr «a«de4a»|Bii^h[^ 
o0EvktlobtolMta(ihe«tetearhif«dbeti^^ , 

*< Hanary,** uttered Ae, why «» 4lMtmied? 4«|, 
1 an iaiexitde jud^e 7 for ia your methar fduau flu 
reoiaiB jfuunuit of wh^ muainpipf^ vieihle to the 
eyes ol tltery other persM 7 you are ia lave, mf i9f^ 
and the <dgaet of your afisedan is” — ^ 

“ Beadae Barney,” esdahned BftautrfvitK 
“ Oh, Mother ! eoald you have witneflaedi, «l I {uuru 
done, Afr months, theeeaittdlity,the imeiau ^ e dwwwy i 
ness and humility of that patiMit girl. ByheaaehaPaE 
tber, 1 ewear to you, had her beauty been her graaletfc 
virtue, I should not thaa idcdum, thua deat vtm heKS.. 
butSvadae is 8nlbctBa«ta} aa^d^eted ludplese orphaa» 
and for Biat I pitied her. She is treated nahiudlp by 
her relituMM, aad ike heart it all with an tuirepiidav 
spirit ; for that 1 loved her, and if her jnitd puHlho* 
tion‘> have penetrated my heart, it w u|f deetiuy, aad 
I bow to its deoree! Be load thM, Obi b^ Wf 

modteiaaadoffrieode; eaneSiU with yomrsmilp Bit- 

objeot of my hearts dearest ohmoe; let uot this #a«(gi*' 
ingiowor perish in the storm; sere it, d Ufo ud it, ftmh 
all fotiNo harm.” 

Mrs. MeairaBjlla raisad hue tvmuhliiif amlu|jhiilad 
sentoherhaartj Bfw whfoad to distfifiBUve, fo uhnrt 
<fojeetioB8, hut the iMeiaatiOf eolouM in wl^ bulmd 
painted Bvadne^eoiaiwiiadhw to (OBMdaeihuUL Xbu 
image of tim nn a awup i ng giil^ upfo aa aha had teau 
bar the pr aa a d ing uug^, her eh#B^ tidied 

madaat Uodh ofdlSdmioe, whSa she plcudid to-Bt UP 

with her sick aunt, spoke volumes to the foeliim 
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of Mrs. Monlr«eville, and sM Mm' beks^d Ker io iant' 

hdr to ' look wHk lore 
aiijlliiiilictneas ; kessdee Henry, ber own darling Henry, 
lored this girl, and Mi«. M<nitreville conceived a sym- 
pjEky towards every human being whom he loved, 
atlEl on the tablet ofher heart she wrote thus > 

• 4 The maid is beloved by my son. 1 cannot hate 
w^ he lores. 1 must also extend niy affection 
towards hm' ; let the hand of destiny do the rest.” 

In this way did Mrs. Montreville reconcile matters 
tdlilshs^lf; IMt she resolved in a few weeks to apply 
hmeif to a distant relative of her late husband, who 
hadinfluenee in the Navy to provide an establishment 
fiir hm* son, as she totally disapproved of an inactive 
life, and her sniall fortune, which she managed with 
most unexampled economy, precluded the possibility 
of his remaining long out of employment. Th^e re- 
flfctions perplexed the mind of the anxious mother. 
' Alas! when is paternal love ever at rest ? and in 
laoments like these she felt something like resentment 
towards the poor girl, whom she considered in some 
mdasare a bar to the Ihtare plane and views she had 
fbrmed respecting her son; but then this Would in- 
sfently vanish from her mind, and the beautifiil form 
of the innocent Evadne, her speaking eyes, hlBr irre' 
ristihly plaintive voice strike forcibly on her heart. 

Afbntreville, soon after the above conversation with 
his mothmr, by her desire, went over to the colondl's 
to '^OMbd an explanation of Miss Bloomfidd’s note. 
She was sitting tdone in the parlour in the midst of 
heir finery, Mid ainaiiging ornahsrafs for the evening, 
at which Montreville eoutd not srMI^'expressing some 
surprise. 
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" I thesii prqmntiom you Iwvc not 

elianged your ini^ittioo of goio^; to the ball,’’ said ha. 
** Lord ! why shouid 1 1*' replied Sophia, laH(^uiig. 

I bef pardon, Miss Bloomfield,” retomed Mon* 
treville, but I natnraily s^posed your inother!s 
indisposition would have prevented your partaking, of 
sueh amusements. 

Miss Bloomfield laughed again. 

Really, Mr. MontrevUle,” cried she^ ** and virhen 
yon have dona with your grave suppositions, pcidMtps 
1 may inform* you that my mother is bettmr.' Besidei, 
what good could it poshly do if 1 was to remahi at 
home i 

What good Sophia ! ask your own heart,” repUed 
Montreville, what benefit a sick mother receives 
who is cheered by the presence, and soothed hy tl)e 
attentions of an affectionate daughter!” 

Sofdua secretly piqued still continued to laugh*r-^ 
You would nmke an excellent parson Mmatrevillf, 
cried she, if you could find any body to fidlow yainr 
dcctrines ; at present there is no one but myrsenti* 
mental cousin Miss Le Burney who will listen ,1|0;ybn: 
and 1 shall go to the ball in spite of your ipmon. 
Mama herself insists upon it ; she does not reqsmre my 
attendance; for besides Ifannah, there will he Syndne 
to wait <m her, mid surely that is sidicient - 
Montreville's eyes were animated with mingted'NM* 
sations of pleasure and ot approbation.—** Toor 
cousin then, does not accompany you,” cried he. 

** No,” replied Sophia, ** she preibrs staying nt 
home with mama : how excessively ill bred: at the 
same time having engaged hers^ to dance yon. 
But I always thought her amazingly ridiculous.” 
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Tiife wiB'(>MMoiiBt»d'with a snewr while idie affixed 
Mnive sparkli^ orfiaiiients to a white satin hat.' Bat 
Ii«etiwtilk>piwmailci9g it^ lereUed at bar beautiful 
ctf^%'WlMMR^ it anw ipiaiii to be percetredy was the 
’<(A$eet of her envy, weiiid not let her pass unpimidied, 
a^ with Some warCRth f«^M«dj-^*‘ 1 "" not exactly of 
your charitable opinion ; never can ridkole be attadied 
to the character of Miss Barney, unBos, her «up> 
{d^ihg to yoor mother tiie duty of a child, be a mailt 
dfiter ffiliy. Bxedleat Etradiiel dear, fentle girl! 
dw'wrety thing superior 

ftiga and 'IhffigBation filled die bosom of Miss 
BJotunfield ; a plume of feathers fell from her hand ; 
dnd unable to conceal the contending sensations of 
' ptlde'^nad mortification, the burst into tears. At dris 
mbment her fatoer entered the room. The cotonel 
lotdied at Montfevill^ and Montieville at the col<meI, 
but neidiei^ seemed inclined to speak ; and the agitation 
- Of (Sopina increased when, Montreville taking his hat, 
'iuse to ^fepart. 

'^'^fWiat a devil of a hurry you are in,” cried the 
I dare say you wfil‘ be coming soon 
mMHlgh in die evening, for I suppme 6<^by has told 
<yoa'<We are going lotiM! balL But pray good Bir,>and 
:iriwlaiii, may i be so bold as ;to inquire what the plague 
is the matter with you both ; <nre you }dayiiig at cross 
penposes'l Sophy, has Montrevdle found feult with 
of 'yoW’ifiimry l'->-dnpNmng iymr ' favorite cap ? 
orwliiltl«~ 

Seplna was silent; but MontreviUe replied^ — 

■“"Mowtrevilley colonel, will always behave to Miss 
Blodmfield in die ’wtty>idie -is >bent entitled to ; if die 
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eonceivee that, 1 have dooe otk^^Mse^ the is at liberty 
to diastise me.” 

6<^bia recovered her a^tatioB in a most anr^risiag 
manner ; die was afraid of a]^>eariiig ridtciilotts in the 
eyes of MontreviUe, and was equally apprehensive 
that, if .hmr Athm' persisted to make a frurlher inqiiiiy, 
tim result wouldaot be quite so AvoraUe to her wishes, 
as MontreviUe would openly avow his dislike to her 
going to the ball ; while he would applaud Evadne to 
the skies for a very ojq[K>site conduct. Her pretty 
pouting lips therefore were hnUT opened wi^ a smile, 
and she extended her &ir hand to MontreviUe as a 
token of returning good humour. She then assured 
her fiutbmr that MontreviUe and hersdf were on the 
best terms ima^nable, and hoped that he would join 
his entreaties with hmv in order to induce him to fovor 
them with his company to the ball. * 

“ i thought,” cried the colonel, “ that was settled, 
MontreviUe have you changed your mind ?” 

MontreviUe was instanUy going to reply that he had, 
but Evadne, coming into the room. Miss Bloomfield 
fixed her eyes so earnestly on him that, it brought the 
deepest colour into his cheeks, and he answered the 
colonel in a careless and bc^ty manner that, if it was 
his wish, he certainly should make a point of going. 

Sophia had now gained what she wished; she should 
now have the handsomest and most elegant young 
man in the whole village to attend her to the assembly, 
without themortificution of only sharing his attentions 
with her cousin; she was delighted; and a pressing 
invitation to dinner followed the morning’s conversa- 
tion, and ended for the pr^ent all further argument, 
observation, or dispute. 
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Sophia’s blue sparkled with animation, and the 
roses in her^ cheeks were heightened by antieipirting 
the pleasures which were, to come. Her mouth was 
dbmpled with a thousand smiles ; and might have bemi 
an&6d with some success at any otbar heart than Mon> 
trevilie’s. But there was another pair of eyes, and he 
felt the fell force of their magic infioenee, widieot 
their sparicling at all. There were cheeks likewise, in 
which^ though the roses bloomed paler,. yet they were 
suffused with the glowing tints of modesty. There 
was a mouth too— Oh 1 the prettiest mouth in the 
world, thought Montreville, as he gai»d intently on 
the Ace of Miss Le Burney when she sat opposite to 
him at table. She appeared attentive, but not officious ; 
Immble, but not servile; intelligent, hut not talkative; 
;^mid, though not cowardly ; and, Oh ! stnuige to say, 
brautiful, but*not vain. 


CHAPTER XXV. 


When a Lady entmrs an assembly-room so perfectly 
conscious of the supm-iority of her charms as to 
betray itself in every motion ; when it becomes appa- 
rent by affected looks of scorn, which she throws on 
those whom she conceives to be beneath her; and 
when it is e.Tpressed only by an insolent toss of the 
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head, or in swimming across the room, Oh ! how 
unamiable she appears in the eye of discernment, and 
how disgusting to every lover of true grace and ac- 
complishment. 

It happened exactly so with Miss Bloomfield ; Tvitli 
all her splendour of dress, her fine showy figure, and 
a certain assumption which made her wish to appear 
something more than she really was, she passed un- 
noticed by many persons of respectability, whose 
daughters were* present ; and it was only a few pert 
bred mistresses and ridiculous coxcombs who paid her 
that homage she expected she had a title to receive. 
To her partner in the dance all eyes were indeed 
directed ; and the highest encomiums were lavished on 
the gracefiil figure of Henry Montreville, especially 
by the female part of the company. 

Ill the course of the evening a city banker superbly 
dressed, and on most exquisite terms with himself soli- 
cited the hand of Miss Bloomfield. His head was as 
empty as his pockets were full poor dear man ; but 
was i banker, and that was siifiicient. He had got 
the Huff^ and that procured him a warm reception 
w^herever he chose to make his appearance. Mon- 
treviile was easily prevailed upon to yield up his ^ir 
partner to this all-conquering hero ; and at the same time 
was glad to be relieved from the society and affeciaiton 
of one, from whose conversation he could derive such 
little pleasure, and was retiring to an inner apartment 
laid out with refreshments, and in which some of the 
company had already assembled, when a faint scream 
from a female of a most lovely countenance directed 
his attention. Without hesitating a moment be flew 
to inquire if she was indisposed ; and whether he could 
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procure her uny assistance* She intreated him to con- 
duct her out of the rooms/complained of an excessive 
pain in her side ; and declared if she remained there 
she should expire with the agony she endured and the 
suffocating heat of the rooms. The plaintive solicita- 
tion of a female at such a moment was not to be refused ; 
and two powerful motives drew Montreville’s atten- 
tion towards her, wholly abstracted from her personal 
charms, for she appeared beautiful ; and independent of 
the slightest species of gallantry, the first of these motives 
was compassion, at the state he saw she was reduced 
t6; and the 'second, because he perceived her'^tobe 
neglected by the majority of the company ; and this 
alone rendered her the object of his delicate attention. 
After gently supporting her to the first seat that was 
unoccupied, he flew to procure her a glass of wine ; 
which, at his pressing intreaty, she attempted to swal- 
low. The perturbation of her spirits increased; and, 
at length, covering her face with her hands, she burst 
into tears. 

Madam, cried Montreville, pray endeavour to 
compose your spirits. Of the nature of your agitation 
I am indeed ignorant, but from whatever source it 
springs, am equally concerned. You surely cannot be 
here unattended. Your friends, permit me to seek 
them ; and when informed of your indisposition, they 
will certainly convey you home. 

Here a deep blush overspread the features of the 
beautiful stranger; when she declared she had come to 
the assembly wholly unattended ; and in terms of the 
most flattering softness, requested Montreville would 
conduct her to her aunts house which was in the 
neighbourhood, where, she assured him, he would be 
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recolvocl in n manner worthy of the polite service he 
had rendered her. 

There was a warmth and animation in her manner, 
and a sparkling* lustre in her eyes, which were evei^ 
moment rivetted on Montreville with an earnestness 
that embarrassed and confused him ; and while he was 
deliberating whetlicr he should accompany her home 
or not, the colonel, highly ofiended with his absence, 
and still more witli his apparent indifference to his 
daughter, now perceiving him, for the first time, deeply 
engaged in conversation with, as he thought a very 
pretty girl, saluted him in the following polite terms:— 

What the devil are you doing there, Harry Mon- 
treville ? and what do you mean by deserting my 
Sophy 

Montreville was confounded ; the lady stared ; and 
the colonel enjoyed their confusion. But Henry felt 
it necessary to assure him, that be had quitted Miss 
Bloomfield merely supposing that his attendance was 
no longer requisite, if not intrusive, owing to her 
having expressed a wish to change her partner every 
two dances. 

And for iny short absence,’^ continued Montre* 
villo, the sudden indisposition of this lady must 
plead »ny excuse with Miss Bloomfield, who is too 
kind not to be” — 

Excessively displeased with you,” said Miss 
Bloomfield, who, as she tripped forward with the most 
lively vivacity, instantly restored the colonel to good 
humour ; and Montreville w as now obliged to take 
her offered hand. She drew him on one side, and 
calling forth by the most engaging smiles all the dim- 

F V 
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pies of her arch face, desired he would go down the 
next dance*with her. 

Thus without inclination, or lieing in the least am- 
bitious of the honour whicli was intended him, was> 
Montreville drawn into a promise he could willingly 
have relinquished to some more favoured mortal : and 
on the ether band the lovely stranger again claimed his 
attention, and to conduct her home was, he thought 
only ccmsistent wdth politeness, and he returned to 
offer her his protection, when behold the Inrd was 
flown ; she had vanished during the few' minutes be 
bad been conversing w ith Sophia ; she ilew w itii rapi- 
dity towards the door and disappeared, with siKdi 
marks of rage and mortification expressed in her coun~ 
tenance, that the colonel, who saw her go, w itli evi- 
dent satisfaction burst into a most violent fit of laugh- 
ter, exclaiming^— 

^ Curse me, Montrevdle, but you have settled her 
she’s in a fine fury; and now I think on it, 1 am sorry 
1 came to spoil sport, billing and caoing it my boy ; 
you understand me ? 

Sophia now joined the colonel in the laugh at Mon- 
treville, who could not avoid expressing his surprise 
at the sudden flight of the ofiended fair one, and wa.: 
about to make some in^uifies to know if she had really 
quitted the room, ^vhen he perceived the city banker, 
who had been dancing with Miss Bloomfield, and the 
colonel, indulging themselves in laughing at his 
expense. 
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CIIAPTEK XXVI. 


Henry Montreville possessed a sweetness of dispo- 
sition which trifles could not affect, tliou^h it fre- 
tpiently exposed him to the unblushing effrontery of 
others ; as he approached, the smirking city banker 
asked him, witl? a self-important grin, if he was w'ell 
acquainted with the lady who had left the room ? 

Montreville coolly replied, that to him she was an 
entire stranger, nor could «\en the knowledge of her 
name be of the slightest cofMequence. 

Quiz me but that’s queer, after being so sweet 
upon her the wdiolc of the evening,”* said Banker 
Traffic. 

I do not perceive any thing so very extraordi- 
nary,” retorted Henry, when a lady complains of 
indisposition, the having offered her my assistance.” 

Quiz me, but she should have waited till to-inor- 
vow morning before 1 would have offered her mine,” 
said ^hc banker. 

Ti\c banker then thought proper to whisper loud 
enough for every body to hear, while Montreville 
blushed up to the ears, “ Quiz my dickey, Sir, but she 
is a kept mistress ; — matter of fact — a certain one 
c^ed old Baronet who visits these parts has her in 
keeping. Quiz me if it a’nt true ; a true bill, take 
my word for it.” 

Montreville was confused ; never had he addressed 
a female of that descriptibn before ; and Sophia having 
been attentive to the discourse, and overhearing the 
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last sentence which the banker uttered with no small 
degree of ihalicious satisfaction, he dreaded the full 
force of her raillery when they got home, not doubting 
some of her own little embellishments would lie added 
to the incident of the evening ; an occurrence which, 
however trifling in itself, might be conveyed very dif- 
ferently to the pure ear of Evadne, and he addressed 
himself to tte banker with more earnestness than per- 
haps the occasion required. 

“ The information you have givqn respecting the 
lady, Sir, has, I own, surprised me. Had her man- 
ner, ranversation, or deportment, but once led me to 
suppose her the character you describe, 1 sliould have* 
seen the impropriety of milking her an oSer .of iny ser- 
vices ; though my mistaking her for a female of delicate 
sensibility can never alter my opinion of those who 
really are so ; or in any shape diminish the rcspt*ct I 
think myself bound to treat the whole sex w 

This serious declaration silenced all raillery, as it 
was modest and sincere ; and after several more 
dances the amusement of the evening concluded. 

During their drive home the colonel was impatient, 
and complained of fatigue ; but Sophia declared slie 
could dance much longer without feeling llu? least in- 
convenience. Montrevilfe felt equally rejoiced with 
the colonel at its conclusion. There had been nothing 
gratifying the whole evening ; nor one individual pre- 
sent with whom he had conversed with any degree of 
]}lea8iuse or animation. 

The heart that truly loves feels but an aching void 
when absent from the object in whom is centered all 
its hopes } and wishes, however brilliant the scenes, 
or gay or alluring the prospects which surrounds us. 
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The eye is still in search but of one object — the ear to 
catch the sound but of one voice — and the bosom to 
receive pleasure but from one source. 

Montreville not supposing Miss Le Burney would 
be up at the late hour they arrived home, or if not 
gone to bed) concluded she would be confined to Mrs. 
Bloomfield’s apartmentS) was preparing to bid the 
colonel good night, or rather good morning, it being 
then four o’clock, when he heard her voice, and its in- 
fluence detained him a few minutes longer, in the hope 
of seeing her, but as she came not, he left the house 
mentally exclaiming — 

Evadne, purest and gentlest of beings ! how supe- 
rior art thou when compared to thy thoughtless cousin ; 
thou iif the exercise of every virtue hoverest round the? 
bed of sickness, and personified the ti*ue character of 
an administering angel. She forgetting the duties of 
humanity, flies eagerly in the purKuit of pleasure, and 
to that sacrifices the sweetest of all hitinan sensations, 
filial love.*’ 

When Henry met his mother at breakfast time, he 
perceived an unusual expression on her countenance, 
and that something bad occured in his short absence to 
give rise to it. After some general conversation, tuk- 
ing i. letter from her pocket with considerable emotion, 
she desired him to peruse its contents, which were as 
follows :~ 

“ Madam — 1 am honoured with yours, and in reply 
can only assure you how sincerely happy I consider 
myself in being fiivoured with your commands. 

The intimacy which subsisted between myself and 
your excellent husband, Captain Henry Montreville, 
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must, while ujemory remains, claim my dearest renterif- 
brance^ and the recollectioji of bis manly worth long; 
live in my grateful heart. 

“ You may then in truth, madam, command iny 
services, without the apology' you have tliought it 
necessary to make for having troubled me. 1 can 
never deem that a trouble which w ill, in any degi*ee, 
prove beneficial to the respected wife of my most re- 
gretted friend. Is it requisite to inform yon that his 
son will be equally dear ? 1 shall be proud to receive 

him from your hands; to become his protector, liis 
counsellor and friend : in the sacred dis( jiar£;^e of 
which duties I shall be more tlian amply repaid, if he 
w ill be disposed to receive me as such. 

My ship being under sailing orders, I could wish 
to prepare you Tor an abrupt depart ur ‘ ; but your i)hi- 
losophy must all be cw rted on the occasion, and the 
tenderness of your inaternaJ k'l ling?* yield to the future 
establishment of your f >n. If any mitigation can be 
offered to lessen the pangs of sepai ation, permit me U) 
hope it will be from the assured co’u that luulei 

iny protection he will command all the attention tliut 
an old weather-beaten sailor, and the (h.v atod friend of 
bis cver-to-bc-lame,uted father can bestow. More the 
fullness of my heart prevents me from expiessing in 
the manner 1 could w ish. Have the goodness, there- 
fore, Madam, to conclude me among the number of 
your sincere friends, 

Geoage William Nelson, 

Admiral on board his Majesty’s ship 

The Royal Sovereign.^’ 


To Mrs. MontrevillcJ^ 



THE TEST OF INVoCENCE. 


Long before Montrevillc liad concluded reading the 
letter, his countenance liad undergone Aany changes, 
and in returning it to his mother he trembled and 
turned pale. 

Though she had in frequent conversations with him 
mentioned Admiral Nelson as being the friend of his 
latt^ father, and often declared she wislied to place him 
under his proU^ction, in order to promote his interest 
ill A Na\al establishment, jet lo account for this, her 
so sudden determination., he could not. That she was 
the tenderest ofinothers his heart acknowledged ; but 
at his junct uii lo no lorn from the object of his early 
i(>vt ; to quit jKvadiu ‘-ecniod <1 yiano of all others in- 
^u|>j)ortabic, and he (ei< hiiusdi unable to utttji a 
si»ig!e wont. 

Moutre^ liie. perceiving iii^ agitation^ now 
luitlrcssed him ; Inil hm faulte» ing voice, ti'iulerlv 
•oliencd by airection, diMMV< red ih(^ ^ <»>oaoii s)u \yr>. 
une.ly endeavouring to repress 

llemr), 1 believe you are convinced that 1 deeply 
pin Like in yoiii foeJiugs on the present occasion, and 
that 1 live but lo proinott^ tin- interest of my sojk 
\V lien I lost your lather, it to mo the climax of 
aH earthly utllicl‘ons and in Uie tVeroiv of mv grief 1 
praj r'd for death, that mv q?i;i^ t». ro-united tr 

ins ill a better vvo*ld. Your voice, my child , you, 
the image of iny lost Alontnmlle, recalled me l>ack to 
life ; your caresses was the cordial which rxn ivetl my 
widowed heart. I breathed but in your infant smiles; 
and when time luw! in some di^grec mitigated my suf- 
ferings, 1 fouiul ifi you my only consolation, my sole- 
>‘*rviving hope. With what anxious care have 1 
watcbi'd over un trrasme, and how often as \ou slept. 
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unconsciou^^ly of a wretched mother’s grief, have mjr 
tears bedewed your pillow/* 

^ CMi, mother I best of mothers !*’ exclaimed Mon-^ 
treville ; and Mrs. Montreville continued— 

‘‘ And well have you repaid my cares from infancy 
to the present period ; you have been my comfort, my 
pride ; continue then to prove so, my beloved child 
The world now lies before you, cull then its flowers ; 
embitter not yourself with its thorns ; seize the pre- 
sent moment, accept the friendship of the wwthy 
admiral, and under his auspices become what your 
fond mother is anxious you should be, — your King’s 
devoted subject, and the pride and glory of your 
country.” 

The tears now fell fast and without restraint from 
Mrs. MoiitreviHe, nor was Henry himself less aflecled ; 
he hid his face with his handkerchief, and in a voice 
scarcely audible pronounced Evadne.” 

Will submit to a separation which is unavoid- 
able,” said Mrs, Montreville. Am I not your 
mother ? Can her sufferings exceed mine ? Oh ! 
doubt not, ray son, but that lovely girl will gladly 
part with you when she considers that your future 
prospects in life depends on your going. An attach- 
ment of the heart, when too early formed, my Henry, 
often produces whole years of disquietude. Oh ! my 
son, 1 cannot tell you half the sorrow^ and repentance 
which it will Itfjid to ; beware then of its destruc- 
tive influence ; rest not your hopes too firmly on its 
basis; often visionary — too surely j^eceitful.” 

Oh ! say not so, dearest mother !” exclaimed 
Montreville, call not my attachment to Evadne n 
crime ; say not ttiat our love will be replete with sor- 
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row — with repentance. If then will be the 

fate of Montreville, and what the destiny of Evadne?” 

Heaven alone can tell !” ejaculated Mrs. Mon- 
trcville ; and fixing her eyes with piercing expression 
on Moi^treville, in a voice solemnly affecting, conti- 
nued — 

Henry, 1 command you to hear me ; are you will- 
ing to follow a mother’s counsel ; or, lost in the 
delirium of love, suffer your youthful heart to seek its 
own destruction ? Must Evadne be your fate ! Yes, 
1 see it but too plainly ; you would sacrifice to 
your dearest interests — your life” — 

Would be valueless without her,” exclaimed the 
agitated Henry ; but you, my mother, you are the 
first object to whom my duty tends. I am yours ; 
bless with your sanction my affection for that angelic 
girl ; give me now some hope, some %*.berisbed hopt, 
tliat 1 may one day call her mine, and hereafter dis- 
pose of me as you please.” 

Henry was now at the feet of his mother. He 
clasped her hand— he bathed it with his tears — he 
implored her to speak to him. 

Mrs. Montreville was overcome. The idol of her 
heart was kneeling before her, and though his union 
with cokmel Bloomfield’s niece was perhaps the last 
wdsh of her soul, her views extending somewhat 
higher, yet to his entreaties slie could now refuse 
nothing; he had given her his promise that he would 
act consistent with her hopes, and in return he 
demanded she should not withhold her consent to his 
tnarriage with Evadne, should fortune one day fiivour 
the event. 

Both mother and son being now a little more edim. 
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they found themadhfSTBble to convet^e with less agita* 
iiOt^ollie period when he should join the adiairaVs ship, 
iffieo lying off Plymouth, 1,o which place Mrs, Montre- 
ville had determined to accompany him, a distant 
relative residing there having given her a pressing 
invitation to pass some months at Thorn House, a 
l)eautirul villa, most delightfully situated on the banks 
of the Devon. 

Things being thus arranged between Montreville 
and his mother, and the time of their departure being 
fixed upon, he retired to his ow n apart^nent, where he 
could freely indulge in those sensations, w^hich, in the 
presence of Mrs. Montreville, he found it necessary to 
restrain. To part with Evadne, whom he resohed 
not to see till the evening previous to his going away, 
was now the only, but the hardest, task which re- 
mained, * 

Two or three days had now elapsed since ho had 
called at the coloners house; nor had he once Keen 
£v|idne since Mrs. Bloomfield (who was now so far 
recovered from her indisposition as to be able to quit 
her chamber, and scold her servants as usual) had been 
confined. Everj’ moment had he been on the point of 
going over, but while he continued so agitated Mrs. 
Montreville would not permit him ; dreading lest the 
sight of Evadne would totally overpower him : that 
her beauty and resistless pleadings might weaken all 
his resolutions, subdue his courage, and entirely work 
a change in those sentiments, she had' been at such 
pains to persuade him to adopt. Here her pene- 
trating judgment was right; for had the timid Evadne* 
all lovely and artless as she w as, declared to Montre- 
ville, she could not support the pangs of separation, 
where would have been the philosophv of Henry ; and 
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. where his premise to hts mbther. WitlnconsideniSie 
difficulty he had coaxed her to give him a miniatoi^ 
picture he had sat for a few months back, and which 
he now enclosing In a packet containing the most tni- 
mated and eloquently written declarations of his love, 
delrrmined to give Evadne that evening; the last 
perliaps that lie should ever more behold her. Never 
more behold Evadne! —the thought was madness : and 
taking his hat, he rushed out of the house, and found 
hin^self at the Voloners door, wholly abstracted by 
melancholy reflections, and quite unprepared for the 
meeting be so much dreaded to encounter. Hannah 
met him at the door, and telling him that a certain 
person was in her own apartment, and w ould be glad 
to see him she was sure, dropped a most respectful 
courtesy. 

So MissJ^e Burney then is alone my good Han- 
nah,” said Montreville. 

‘‘ And she is like to be sweet soul,” replied Hannah, 
“ for nobody takes much notice of her in this house, 
that’s for certain ; though to be sure we have got no 
less than a great lord below in the parlour. My old 
mistress in such a fluster, do^nt think the ground good 
enough for him to walk upon; the whole house is 
turned topsyturvy on his account : why sir, a Christian 
soul a'nt patience to bear it; for, as 1 said before, what 
is a lord but a man. But dear Mr. Henry, 1 humbly 
beg your pardon, here stand I talking, and you are so 
good as to listen to me, when 1 know you would rather 
be somewhere else. Come sir, I’ll let you in ; here is 
the key ; and there you will find the sweet bird caged ; 
dare not stir without Madam and Miss chooses. Oh! 
that I was but a handsome young man like you, that’s 
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all: 1 say no^more: but a Christian soul a’nt patience 
to bear it*” ^ 

Had not Montreviile made the best of his way to 
Evadne's apartment, it is probable that Hannah would 
have run on till dooms-day, having got on her most 
&vorite theme. She had loved Evadne from a child; 
her infantine beauty, sweetness of disposition, and in- 
nocent caresses had crept into the warmest corner of 
Hannah’s heart ; and she beheld the loves oi’ Evadne 
and Henry with approving smiles; often frowned uith 
indignation at the unmerited treatment she feceived, 
and shook her head at Mrs. Bloomfield ; and a- fre- 
quently heard to make comparisons between the un- 
assuming loveliness of Miss Le Burney and the pert, 
forward, and affected airs of Sophia Bloomfield. 

Evadne pertreived not Montreviile stealing into the 
room, as was engaged with reading; and he bad 
placed himself at the back of lier cliair, ^here he con- 
tinued for several minutes to gaze on a countenance, 
the beautiful expression of whicli, resend)led a mild 
Madona’s. Arriving at ap?irt'cult?r passage, ‘ lit read 
aloud the following delicate lines of Juliet, when she 
is met by Romeo and tbe friar on evening of her 
marriage : — 

“ Conceit, more rich in matter than in Monls, 

Brags of his substance, 'not of ornament ; — 

They are but beggars that can count Uu ir woi lh ; 

But my true lore is grown to such excess, 

1 cannot sum up one half of all my wealth/^ 

Siotttreville now interrupted he , and rallying her 
*dli the subject she had chosen, called her his beautiftil 
J^oliet. But his smiles were forced, and he had no 
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sooner taken her hand, than his pale ahd melancholy 
countenance discovered liJs emotion and the state of 
hts feelings, which, Evadne observing, he thus ad* 
dressed her : 

I am come Evadne,’’ said Montreville, a deep 
gloom overspreading his fine features, “ I am come 
Evadne, to iiiforni you of the necessity, I must ever 
call ii cruel, which obliges me to leave you for a short 
time ; iuid were it not to secure independence to 
tbe most affectionate of mothers, to place far from 
the rearh of poverty the best of parents and of friends, 
no ear hly j)OM or should tear me from you ; not even 
your unkind relations should deprive me of the hope 
ot ca!liu« you mine for ever. But now 1 go in the 

assured conviction ” ^ 

‘‘ That 1 shall cease to exist without you,” exclaim* 
ed Evadne, struck tu the heart by this unexpected 
io^e]L:;enc( Oh' .VlMutreville, wherefore do you 
me ? V\ hen you are gone, is there a being who 
w ill regard the unfortunate Evadne ?” 

Y es, that being vvhu protects us all,’’ said Mon- 
treville, deeply affected by her tears, wliich she could 
uol restrain, let not your tears then, Oh! beloved of 
iny soul, add to my prese/it sufferings ; they afflict me, 
Evadne beyond the power of utterance. Oh! do not 
givt‘ way to this excess of grief, or you will compel me 
to revoke my |)romise given to my mother : I cannot 
bear to see you weep.” 

Evadne sunk into the trembling arms wdiich W'ere 
open to receivi* her ; she drioii her ow n tears, and 
afterwards those which stole unconsciously down the 
face of Montreville, w hile she exerted every faculty to 
cull back her fleeting spirits and convince him that, in 
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a trial so serc^’e, she was possessed of courage and for- 
titude. She even attempted to smile as she related to 
him the occurrence of the evening, but stopped sud- 
denly on perceiving the countenance of Henry become 
pale and agitated. What ails Montreville ? Oh ! 
tell me,” cried Evadne. ^ 

^ I will not attempt to conceal my feelings,” 
answered Montreville, nor the alarm you have 
thrown me into. Heavens ! should this earl — your 
youth, your beauty, your inexperience— Evadne ! it is, 
it must be so — you will be torn from my arms, you 
will be made the sacrifice of unjust, treacherous, and 
sordid relations. Oh ! rather let me die a thousand 
deaths, and be spared this torture !” 

Evadne sunk^on her knees before her agoniased and 
trembling lover. She invoked the interposing hand of 
Providence to secure her from the evils he had de- 
scribed, and swore by the bright planets which then 
surrounded them, that she would only be the wife of 
Montreville. She pledged her &ith a thousand and a 
thousand times to this dear idol of her affections, and 
called Heaven to witness the sacred bond which passed 
between them. 

What need of words is> paint the anguish, to 
express the fears and hopes of parting lovers. ’Tis a 
combination of tears and smiles, of pleasure and pain 
so sweetly blended, that neither can be found to be 
predominent. *Twas indeed long after the lark had 
carolled her sweet song to greet the rising morning, 
that Montreville bade a long adieu to Evadne, each 
having passed vows of eternal fidelity and unalterable 
affection, never to be broken, never to be forgotten. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 


Evadae passed the night in tears, at least from the 
hour that Montreville had quitted her till the clods 
had struck nine. From her window she watched the 
receding steps of Montreville, and when she could no 
longer behold him, all the fortitude which, in his {we* 
settee had supported her, entirely fled, and her convul* 
sive sobs were heard by Hannah, who coming into the 
room, by every means strove to calm her agitated 
spirits. Poor Evadne had no friendly bosom in the 
world open to receive her griefs, or to whom she could 
impart her .suiTerings, but Hannah. There was besidei. 
a titnid reserve in her character, which nothing but 
the presettl state of her feelings would have permitted 
her to break through, and a little cheered by the kind? 
ness of Hannah, she endeavoured to reconcile herself 
to the severity of her fate, in the ardent hope that 
Montreville would one day return and claim her for 
his wife. 

We shall now return 'to lord Glenroy and . the 
iaAiily party in the parlour, all endeavouring to pay 
him the most obsequious attention ; and must observe, 
that it was only the evening before he encountered 
the young ladies in their walk, that Mrs. Bloomfield 
had been able to Icmve her room to transact her 
domestic concerns. Se^Iua had dragged Evadne out 
that afternoon few a widk, declaring that she ehould 
die of MRw if she was oUiged to be penned up in die 
house like a sheep in the fold. 
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The conversation which passed between the two 
ladies, and their accidentalfy meeting with lord Glen- 
roy has already been related ; likewise his lordship’s 
disquietude at the non-appearance of Evadne at the 
supper table. The next inoriung, however, when bis 
lordship came down stairs to breakfast, the first per- 
son his eyes encountered was the fine graceful figure 
of Henry Montreville, vrho, with affectionate warmth, 
was then pressing the colonel’s hand^ and bidding 
adieu to the rest of the family ; all but Evadne was 
present. A slight, introduction having taken place 
between himself and the earl, and a formal bow' being 
exchanged on both sides, he again wished them fare- 
well, and was leaving the room, when Sophia, in a 
sarcastic tone, enquired if he had taken leave of Miss 
Le Burney ? 

Lord Glenroy fixed bis dark and penetrating eyes 
on Montreville, while with animated warmth he 
replied to her rude and abrupt interrogatory. 

You cannot suppose me, madam, wanting ho much 
ill recollection as to have left the house and not have 
seen Miss Le Burney. I must indeed be ungrateful to 
forget that lady or any part of the colonel’s family, 
whom I think entitled to my highest respect and 
warmest gratitude.’^ 

So ^ying Montreville quitted the room ; but his 
agitation was visible in the last words he had uttered 
to all present ; and the colonel, with whom he had 
been a fiivourite, could not remark his dejection with- 
out betraying some little concern ; for a few minutes 
after he had left the room a general silence ensued ^ 
which Mrs. Bloomfield at last broke by the following 
observation : — 
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Well, 1 vow and protest 1 feel somehow quite 
comical. That boy has been so much about our house ; 
and the colonel has been so vastly good as to give him 
some instructions, and make him such a pretty behaved 
youth, that, you know, iny lord, one can’t help feeling 
a little jsorry at his going. To be sure, his mother, 

poor woman, her aftairs. my lord ” 

Here t!ie colonel, with a significant wink, thought 
proper to interrupt his darling Lucy ; well knowing 
that, when oiu e she began to talk, and talk of other 
peo; lie’s a flairs, siie often added a few of her own 
littie embellishments. But liis lordship curious to 
learn something more of the history of an object whom, 
now he had once seen, I'e detested, not only for the 
attractive graces of his person, but for being his rival 
in the afleciioiis of Evadne, carelessly demanded of the 
loquacious Mrs. Bloomfield what profession the young 
man was of. At which, proud of being interrogated by 
BO great a man, she began to inform his lordship, from 
beginning to end, all she knew, and all she did not 
know of Mrs. Montreville and her family affairs, con- 
cluding, that for a person who had bo little to do 
with she was the proudest woman that ever walked ; 
that she valued herself chi^*fly upon her fine scholar- 
ship and such like; and that for her part, she wondered 
what such sort of people had to meddle with learning 
at all for, they were always the poorer for it. She 
thanked God, she had never been taught a bit of that 
kind of learning in her life. Reading plays and 
poetry was a parcel of nonsense ; she never troubled 
her head with such stuff, not she. She could read the 
bible; write her own name; and cast up accounts; 
and that, in her opinion, was learning sufficient.*’ 

H m 
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Plato thou reasooest thought lord Glenroy, 

with difficulty stifling a laugh; but the poor colonel 
began to sit very uneasy on his chair; and Sophia 
turned as red as scarlet ; as they soon perceived his 
lordship was at some extraordinary pains to conceal 
his uncommon propensity to laughter. But so utterly 
blind are we to our own faults that, Mrs. Bloomfield 
still continued to run on in her usual style till called 
out upon some domestic concerns ; w hen the colonel 
proposed that they should lake a ride#; to which his 
lordship replied, he could have no objection, provided 
the ladies would accompany them. 

Will you go Sophy,’* cried the colonel. 

You know papa, that I cannot endure to ride on 
horseback,” replied Miss Bloomfield. 

But my bciroiiche is at your service,” said lord 
Glenroy, “ and, indeed, I should recommend it, as by 
far the most pleasant, the weather being so excessively 
w^arm. Permit me to desire that it may be got in 
readiness.” 

The delighted Sophia courtesying her assent, flew to 
make some alteration in her dress; and his lordship to 
give directions to his servants. 

Evadne, drestwith the, simplest neatness, a plain 
muslin cap on her head, though pale as a beautiful 
lily, appeared to lord Glenroy the most attractive 
object in the world. And with looks expressive of 
his admiration he requested she would honor him with 
her company in their morning ride; but she excused 
herself by informing him that, her attendance at home 
was indispensibly necessary, at the same time that she 
pleaded indisposition, which was but too visible in her 
countenance. 
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His lordship expressed his deepest^ concern ; and 
assuming a tone of the most insinuating softness, told 
her that, her absence was the greatest punishment he 
could receive ; since, for her sake alone, he continued 
to be the coloners guest ; and entreated that she would 
bless him with her presence at dinner. He then pas- 
sionately seized her hand, which Evadne snatching 
from him, and colouring deeply with resentment, 
withdrew. 

At this morfient Sophia Bloomfield, with lace enough 
on her dress, and flowers on her bonnet, sufficient to 
have stocked a milliner’s shop, flounced into the 
parlour, having just got a glance of Evadne and his 
lordship as she passed ; and the colonel being now 
equipped, and the barouche at the door, Mrs. Bloom- 
field bustled up stairs quite in time to see lord Glenroy 
hand Sophia into it, who was followed by the colonel ; 
and as it drove from the door, she exclaimed wdth no 
small vivacity, — 

“ Well, 1 vow and protest, I never saw my Sophy 
look so handsome before; she does become a carriage, 
that for certain. Oh ! she is a noble girl; is not she 
Handy ?” 

That she is for sarten ma’am,” returned Mrs, 
Handy, who had long been a confidential domestic of 
Mrs. Bloomfield’s, she would make tw'o of Miss 
Vadney. Oh ! what a sweet figur Miss Sophy is. Lauk 
ma’am, she is as like you as two peas in a pod.” 

Mrs. Bloomfield adjusted her double bordered French 
lace cap, and smoothed dowm a spotted poplin dress 
which she had just put on, on the strength of this ob- 
servation; while she replied to Mrs. Handy with a 
smirking smile— 
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** Why, ye^ Handy, Sophy docs take after me, that 
is certain, for, though 1 say it that should not say it, 
when I was a young w'oman, 1 had a colour like a 
crimson rose.” 

Lauk ma'am, how pretty,” simpered Mrs. Handy. 

And then Handy,” returned Mrs. Bloomfield, I 
was round as a pudding, and plump as a partridge.” 

0 yes, 1 dares to say, you was quite a beauty 
ma*am,” returned Handy. 

1 was thought so Handy,” answered Mrs. Bloom* 
field, and beauty they say is fancy.” 

“ To be sure ina^am, that’s what I always says,” 
replied Mrs. Handy, ‘‘ to our sarvants when they talk 
so much about Miss Vadney. There’s Dick says there 
an’t her equal in the universal world. And there’s 
old Hannah wows and purtests that as how she is the 
most beautifulest creter that walks upon Christian 
ground, And then ma’am, I tries to argufy w'ith 
them, but its of no mortal sarv ice.” 

Hannah is an old fool for her pains,” cried Mrs. 
Bloomfield, no Handy, you are the best judge of 
beauty in this bouse. And there another person 
who shall be nameless, that know'^s a silk purse from 
a sow’s ear I w arrant me.” 

Having concluded with this very elegant simile Mrs. 
Bloomfield walked np stairs to put another finish to 
her dress accompanied by the accommodating Mrs. 
Handy ; where we will leave them for the present, and 
return to the little party in the barouche. 

There is something so sweet in the breath of a sum- 
mer’s morning that, we must be out of humour with 
ourselves, or under the pressure of some heavy cala- 
mity, when we do not admire its beauties, nor feel the 
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influence of its charms* Alas ! so guid^ are human 
beings by circumstances and situation that, when the 
heart is comfortless, unheeded blooms the rose, and 
unregarded blows the lily. Nature’s richest prospects 
then yield no delight; and the vacant eye wanders 
over boundless tracts of land without being once gra« 
tified by the surrounding objects which it displays. 
In vain did the colonel expatiate on the beauty of the 
country and the fineness of the weather; and in vain 
did Sophia call forth a thousand little arts to attract 
lord Glenroy’s attention towards her. One moment 
complaining of the heat, she threw aside her silk scarify 
discovering through the thin folds of a very trans- 
parent drapery, her white bosom ; the next, as if by 
accident, she would drop her glove, and, endeavouring 
to recover it, exhibit a very fine shaped hand and arm. 
Her auburn tresses too were suflered to wave w ith the 
wanton w ind ; and her gipj^ey bonnet taken off, to give 
a more perfect view of a face, which owed its principal 
charm to a fresh and remarkably, rosy complexion. 

Insensible Glenroy ! where was thy penetration, not 
to discover its wonderous beauties, its amazing ex- 
pression, To do him ample justice, his lordship was 
at ^his particular juncture insufferably blind^ and 
wholly absorbed in contemplations of a very different 
nature; the beauty of Sophia (for that she had beauty 
could not be doubted) was totally overlooked, and that 
of her cousin, the despised, the neglected Evadne, was 
the subject of his thoughts, of his most ardent admi- 
ration. Determined to possess her, and possess her 
for a wife, he planned a thousand schemes of ideal 
happiness ; and fully assured that, the overtures ha 
intended to make would be too flattering and liberal 
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to be rejectejJ, he resolved to address the colonel that 
very evening on the subject, and partly by costly pre- 
sents to his family, and partly by flattery, to win them 
over to his side. 

It is true the vanity of Sophia would receive an un- 
expected check, and the ridiculous pride of her mother 
be completely niortiflcd by the ofter of his hand and 
fortune to a creature whose superior attractions ren- 
dered her the object of their envy. But were these 
considerations to be weighed to the possession ot so 
lovely a girl as Evadne Le Burney; whose enchant- 
ing modesty, and whose excessive reserve but added 
strength to the passion by which he was inspired ; and 
wrapped in these reflections his lordship heard not 
the exclamation of Miss Bloomfield as they again 
reached the colonel’s habitation. 

Good heavens, papa, why do’nt you w^ake his 
lordship, I am sure that he must be fast asleep.” 

Lord Glenroy*s eyes v/ere indeed half closed, but 
his imagination and his thoughts were never more 
lively, or animated; and as he assisted Sophia from 
the carriage, he pressed her hand to his lips, while he 
demanded with a warmth which added to the roses of 
her complexion, if she still continued to suppose him 
to be asleep. 

They immediately retired to their respective apart- 
ments to dress for dinner: where we will leave them 
to make w hat alterations they please till the following 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 


The dinner being announced and served up in a style, 
as Mrs. Bloomfield thought,of superior excellence, the 
parties assembled. Lord Glenroy, the Colonel, Mrs. 
Bloomfield, Sophia, who had changed her dress for 
one more fantastic and alluring, and last of all Evad- 
ne in plain white, her beautiful dark hair neatly 
braided, and her slender waist confined with a riband 
of the palest lilac. Thus modestly attired she took 
her seat at the lower end of the table ; but her pale 
countenance and dejected manner did not wholly 
escape the observation of her uncle, vvhb during dinner 
inquired if she was not well. 

Not very well sir,'’ was her reply: but Mrs. 
Bloomfield perceiving that liis lordship’s eyes were 
more frequently directed towards her than she imagined 
there could be any occasion for, maliciously remarked 
that, when young ladies had lost their sweethearts it 
was natural for tliein to complain. The colonel 
laughed ; Miss Sophia tittered, and looked, his lord- 
ship thought, very ill-natured; whilst Evadne, still 
grow ing more pale and agitated, could hardly refrain 
from shedding tears. 

Had their insidious remarks glanced at any other 
object than Henry Montreville, his lordship felt he 
could not long have been a silent witness of such un- 
merited severity towards the only object on earth 
whom lie now loved ; but the agitation she discovered 
at the mention of that hated name, kept him sullenly 
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silent; and they continued to torment her by observa* 
tions which they knew would be likely to hurt her 
delicacy and wound her feeling^s. At length, totally 
overcome, she burst into tears and quilted the room ; 
it was then that the earl felt resentment kindling in 
his breast against the whole party ; and hU frowns 
soon betrayed his intention, as he addressed the coIo« 
nel with some asperity : — 

You have informed me, sir, that young lady is 
your iieice; to me she appears the most gentle, the 
most unoffending being in the world; and you must 
pardon me when I observe that, I cannot help think- 
ing the severity used towards her, and which I have 
just been a witness of, extremely unjust, if not unpar- 
donable.” 

Mrs, Bloomftold now bridled up, — 

Then I must inform your lordship that, you arc 
quite deceived in that girl,” said she, she is the 
greatest vixen in the world, for all she looks so sly and 
demure.” 

I am sorry madam,” returned his lordship very 
coldly, “ that I cannot credit your assertion.” 

Hold your tongue Lucy,” cried the colonel, and 
let the girl alone.” 

I won’t colonel,” said Mrs. Bloomfield, whose 
passion, not even the presence of his lordship could 
restrain, “ I w'on't colonel, and that's flat.” 

For shame Lucy,” cried the colonel. 

No shame at all,” returned the enraged Mrs. 
Bloomfield shame indeed, the shame is on your side ; 
for bringing her into your family to breed disturbances 
and 1 have a great mind to turn the insolent huasey 
out of my doors/’ 
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Then, madam, she shall lind a shelter in mine !” 
replied lord Glenroy with great warmth to the as- 
tonished Mrs. Dloomfield, the equally surprised 
Sophia, and the almost petrified colonel. 

The earl now rose with a great deal of displeasure 
from the ta))lo5 and telling the colonel he requested an 
hour’s audience in private with him, bowed to the 
ladies and quitted the room; leaving the astonished 
party to make what comments the*y pleased on his 
defence of Evt^nc. 

'!’he door was no sooner closed than Mrs. Bloom* 
field bn'ke out into the follow ing exclamation : — 
Good Heaven deliver us !” 

The next time, Lucy, I hope you’ll learn to keep 
ytmr tongue within >our teeth; liow could you think 
ofexpres^^ing yourself in the manner vdii have done 
said t!ie colonel. And what do you suppose we shall 
get by ii ? His lordshij) is certainly in love with the 
girl oviu' head and ears, cannot you see that V 

And I dare say will be fool enougli to marry her,” 
observed Miss Sophia, biting her pretty pouting lips 
with mere vexation. 

“ And make a countess of her ! Oh dear ! for cer* 
tain my poor heart wdll bre^ak,” said Mrs. Bloomfield, 
and took out her liaiulkerchief and wept. 

The mortified Sophia, following her mother’s exam* 
pie, a crying duet commenced, which not being much 
to t!u‘ satisfact ion of the colonel, he swallowed off a 
large glass of l>raiul\ and water in order to recruit his 
spirits, and persuading his helpmate to take a little of 
the same mixture, in w ords of the most consoling kind 
began to address her — 
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You know, Lucy, my chicken it was all your 
fault; you would never let the girl alone; always 
finding something to peck at, though curse me if ever 
I could find out for w hat. She was always (he mildest 
little thing— so good humoured — so obliging.*’ 

To be sure she was always a good natured girl, 
that she was,” said Mrs. Illooinfield, drying her eyes. 
And when she is a countess you will think her 
more so Lucy,” returned the colonel. 

That’s for certain,” answered JUs. llltiomfield. 
Dear heart ! what sJiall 1 do to n)ake it up with her : 
and if ] don’t there is his lordship’s favour gone for 
ever. Sophy, dear, order tea anil coflee to ho goi 
ready in the best draw ing-room, and then go and try 
to persuade lier to come dow n to tea ; go, iny Iom‘, 
tell her to take^'iio notice of what is past. And as to 
her good fortune in a certain quarter, say nothing 
about that as slio does not know it ; vve liave no occa- 
sion to bo the first to inform her of it,” 

Oh, you are a couple of pretty chicks,” cried (he 
colonel laugliing. 

With a very ill grace, as slie really felt ashamed of 
her conduct, Sophia prepared to o)>ey her mother, and 
going up to Evadiie’s room she there beheld her w eep- 
ing on the bosom of Hannah, who, with very little 
ceremony, demanded to know' what she wanted there? 

I^phia, with some surprise, replied, “ what do 1 
w'axit, Hannah ?” 

To kill this dear child,” returned Hannah. You 
want to break her heart, I know* you do ; and w hen 
you have sent her to the grave the devil w ill come and 
fetch you all, that’s what he will.” 
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Hannah, are you out of your senses?” returned 
M iss Bloonifieltl, highly provoked, l>ut Hannah coh- 
tiiiued — 

No, Miss Sophy, I am in my senses ; but you’ll 
drive me mad shortly, I am certain ; and there’s my 
ohl master, lie ought to be ashamed of himself to suffer 
yim all to he so cruel, he ought : a Christian soul a’nt 
patience to bear it.” 

Sophia was now going out of the room, declaring 
she would not longer endure such impertinence, but 
send her mamma to her, when Evadne, mildly inter- 
posing, entrea<(‘d Hannah to be quiet. 

•• Mamma r(‘qiicsts that you will come dow'ii to tea, 
Evadne,” said Sophia. ottering her hand to the dejected 
girl. 

E\ ii(lm\ ima( (*iist()!n(‘(l as die had ever been to the 
slightest mark of kiiKlm‘ss fnmi Sophia, looked in her 
lace, and tlune Ixdield sueh an altered expression in 
it, that she was totally at a loss to comprehend its 
meaning; but, like the dove, e\er ready to hold out 
the olive brancli for peace, informed her that she 
wf'uld obey lier aunt’s commands in a few moments. 

'** Hut |>romise me that you w ill come,” said Sophia, 
and pray, Haniuili, assist my cousin to adjust her 
hair and change hcT dress.” 

I will if she pleases,” cried Hannah ; but if she 
was to change her dress twenty times, she could not 
look one l)it handsomer ; though to be sure, her pretty 
e\es are a little red w ith crying ; nobody will love her 
the less for that.” 

“ ()h, Sophia !” said Evadne, grateful for the little 
shew' of kindness she had evinced towards her ; and 
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which was as sudden as ufa xpected. •* Oli, Sophia ! 
will you then allow me to call you cousin ? ami does 
your heart acknowled§;e me as such ?” 

For such an appeal made to her sensij)ility5 Soj)hia, 
was unprepared; bnl as vve al! know' the extent oflhe 
delicacy of that youn«- lady's feelings, wv cannot con- 
clude the result to be very painful, as she coolly 
replied, though with as much good humour as al tliat 
inoraent she w as mistress of— 

“ Certainly I do, Evadne;"' and away she went to 
order tea, and to toll her mother privately of tijo im- 
pertinence of Hannah, w horn she was resolved should 
not go unpunisiied. 

Lord Glenroy had returned in somewhat better 
humour, which increased, as Mrs. lllooinfield took 
care he should hear, on his first condng into the room, 
that her severity to Evadiie was womlerrullN relaxed, 
for, addressing herself to a servant loud onougli to be 
heard, she desired him to inform Miss L(! IJurm^y that 
they waited tea for her. 

Old James stared, unused to such ceremouy, and 
for the person she had mentioned w hen she r(‘peat('d 
a second time her commands. 

Do you hear, James,” continued Mrs. Bloomfield, 

tell my dear niece I shan’t make the tea till she 
comes.” 

Old James shook his head, and as he went down 
stairs, muttered to himself— 

Dear niece ; shan’t make the tea til! she comes ! 
Oh ! when the devil is kind there is alw ays something 
in the wind, that’s for certain.” 

Lord Glenroy too Avimld have uttered, Oh, hypo- 
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orile! but lu* \vu.s too imicli cluli^hleil this luouieiit 
ill I ho hope of seeinjj;' and conversing ^ itli Evudiie to 
attend tc> any tiling else. 

She now entered the room, and, s|)il(‘ of tJie cunfii- 
f^itui which overpowered her^ his lordsliip innncdiatelv 
arose and conducted her to a chair. IVIrs. Hlooniileld 
now, with an art which was p<‘(u{iar to herself alone, 
attempted to weedle his lords!) ip into good humour ; 
determined, at all events, that !)o should Jiave no cause 
of complaint i‘a future, one nionieni, llierefore, she ad- 
dressed Evadne with — 

Have I made your tea as you like it, niy dear?” 
the next she observed the great likeness, a rescni- 
biiince which had never struck her lx fore, lliere was 
betw'oeu tlie colonel and tier dg|tv niece ; in short, she 
so managed matters [udbre the tea *(lii rigs were re- 
moved. as to be on quite a.s good teriiis with Ids lord- 
ship as she could wish : and that [mint being gained, 
she next endeavoured by her kind attention to Evadne, 
to make her forget her former severity. Sophia too, 
considering all things, played her part w itli a tolerable 
good grace ; but tlu' colonel, not quite so great a 
hypocrite as eitlicr of them, remained in his usual 
ch; racter. • 

To describe the feelings of the agitated girl is 
impossible ; her surprise overcame her, and the emo- 
tions of her innocent heart expressed itself in every 
line of her animated countenance. Alas ! that heart 
throbbed alone at tlie recollect ion but of one object, 
and sighs and oftiui tear5> accompanied his dear re- 
membrarici*. Vain was the attempt of lord Glenroy 
to draw^ her into conversation ; a few general nmiarks 
and cold repiie? to his impassioned speeches was all 
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that he coiil}! obtain this evening-. But wholly to 
escape from his attentions she found to be impossible ; 
for he had drawn his chair close to liers, which he 
never quitted the wdiolo evening. Thus w as she com- 
pelled to listen to his conversation, and to hear an 
almost open confession of his love ; whicli he repeated 
to her, in so earnest, and determined a manner, that, 
her timid soul shrunk abashed at his vehemence. Con- 
fused and trembling, she heard in silence all he chose 
to utter ; and the image of her absent Hbnry reminding 
her of those sacred vows of everlasting fidelity which 
they had so solemnly pledged to each other, filled her 
now agonized and terrified imagination with strange 
and dreadful apprehensions; and instantly resolving 
that he should not possess himself of one sliadow of 
hope, as she retired for the night, she coldly courtesyed 
to Jiiin ; but notwithstanding her constraint, calling 
her his loveliest angel, he imprinted on her hand an 
ardent kiss; requesting that, in the morning, she 
would honor him with an hour’^ serious conversation 
in the presence of her uncle. Evadne, colouring 
deeply, made no reply ; but w hen alone in her own 
apartment, slic gave w ay to grief and despair which 
almost overpow ered her. 

The mysterious conduct of her relations w'as now 
unravelled, and the deception of their characters com- 
pletely revealed; and she beheld the arts by which 
they intended to delude her w’ith sorrow, indignation, 
and contempt. To oppose her uncle’s wishes of seeing 
her united to a man of such consequence; to point out 
objections against lord Gleiiroy ; or to plead her attach- 
ment to Henry Moiitreviilc would, she was well con- 
vinced, be a vain alleuipU But to submit to a forced 
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alliance wfiorein her heart took no part — to ^ivc np 
her soul’s idol — to revoke those sacred v8ws which she 
had pledged to him in the sight of heavcnj’and tamely 
become the victim of tyrannic power — Oh! could she 
do that — No, Montrevillc !” cried she, taking from 
htu* bosom the miniature picture which he had given 
her, when I consent to become so perfidious a wretch, 
may heaven, in that moment, desert me! — when I tear 
from iny heart your loved image, or forfeit those vows 
wdiich I have s.worn to thee, may the worst of punish- 
ments befall me — your hatred, your contempt ! And 
the last words whicli Henry had uttered now sounded 
in her ears : — Evadne, remember your vows ! do not 
I. implore you, do not sacrifice to unjust authority 
what is still yoiir own— your liberty ! She retired to 
rest, but 

“ Tired nature’s sweet restorer balmy sleep” 

was a stranger to her pillow. She closed her eyes, 
but her imagination, wandering and disturbed, kept 
heraw^ake till, the coming morning (still more dreadful 
than the night to Evadne) reminded her of the wretch- 
edness of her situation. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 


Mrs. Bloomfield arose from her downy plinnl>ers on 
this inorning in the swt^etest of all imaginable dispo- 
sitions, and saluted lord Glenroy with one of those 
smirking smiles, which aUvays, with this lady, deno- 
minated internal satisfaction ; particularly as she per- 
ceived the colonel to be deeply engaged in conversation 
w'ith the earl. 

I hope 1 doif t interrupt your lordship’s business,’* 
said she, pretty well guessing w'hat that business was, 
and w horn it concerned, as she took her seat at the 
breakfast table.^’ 

By no means,” said lord Glenroy, for w^e were 
just then talking of you.” 

Mrs. Bloomfield was raised at least ten inches 
higher in her own conceit, and she replied, — 

‘‘ I am sure your lordship is uncommonly polite 
and vastly good to think of me ; but pray what might 
it be about 

A woman’s curiosity,” said the colonel, is never 
easy till it is once satisfied. You must know' then 
Lucy that, his lordship is so extremely condescending, 
as to commission his steward in town to send you 
down a service of plate, w hich is to be here time enough 
for a certain occasion that will shortl} take place.” 

Mrs, Bloomfield could liardly restrain herself from 
falling at his lordship’s feet ; her eyes actually sparkled 
with delight ; and siie overwind med him with such a 
profusion of liigh-fiown compliments, and poured into 
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his ears such a torrent of fulsome praxes, as, perhaps, 
never were equalled, certainly never surpassed. 

Sophia was now desired to call her dear dear cousin 
down to breakfast ; but Evadne complaining- of a 
dreadful pain in her head, which pain, alas ! was also in 
her heart, begged to be excused from coming down 
stairs; and Hannah was desired to prepare her break- 
fast in her ow'u apartment. 

Lord Glenroy when he expressed his concern at her 
indisposition was sincere; it was tlie first time that 
his heart had ever been assailed by a virtuous attach- 
ment ; true, many a virtuous female had attractf»d his 
regard, had inspired him with passion, but it was only 
that passion which attempted the ruin of its object ; 
it was only that regard which loved but to destroy. 
But hero a fascinating spell bound all his senses; and 
virtue, chastened by refinement, commanded his 
respect : he sighed lor the possession of beauty ; but 
here he fell it was to be sanctioned by honour, and 
purchased with esteem. 

In the absence of Evadne he requested the colonel 
explicitly to inform him at what time of her life she 
had been consigned to his care, and if the parents of 
Evadne had both died during her infancy; at which 
question the colonel became greatly afiected, said it 
was a melancholy story, as it concerned a sister whom 
he once tenderly loved, and whose memory he still 
cherished with affection ; but that he would endeavour 
to satisfy his Lordsliip^s enquiry with every particular, 
as far as he could recollect since the first commence- 
ment of her acquaintance w ith her seducer. 

Seducer !” exclaimed lord Glenroy. Her se- 
ducer! did I hear right r is then the lovely Evadne the 
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ofTspring of guilt ?” and his lordship waited in breath- 
less expectation of the colonel’s reply. 

When I said seducer, my lord,” resumed the 
colonel, T moant not in the general acceptation of 
the word. The seducer of her affections, the destroyer 
of her happiness and repose ; hut I do not say he was 
the betrayer of her honour. No, her fame was spot- 
less as an angel’s and she died a martyred innocen..” 

Lord Glenroy looked affected. Yoii interest me, 
colonel,” cried he, “ deeply interest me, pray go on.” 

To be brief then,” continued the colonel, for ii 
is a subject I can never bear to dwell on, my sistei 
and myself were the only children of a widowed 
mother, my father, in the service of his country, having 
died abroad ; my mother also dying when my .sister 
was fifteen, bequeathed her to my care. The miiul of 
Laura w'as already formed by an indulgent mothe r : 
her heart was the temple of purity, and her i'orm and 
her face, such as you now behold Evadne. ,'if whom 
my sister was the counterpart. It w as not to he sup- 
posed that I could long undertake the care of' so 
precious a charge, soldier of fortune that 1 was, with- 
OJut exposing her to temptation and to danger ; and 
being called aw ay to the active duties of my situation, 
I placed the young Laura, a circumstance ever to he 
regretted, at one of those fashionable seminaries, a 
London boarding school, and under the protection f»f 
a ivoman of strict morals and of indisputable charac- 
ter. I was absent from home about five years, during 
which period I kept up a regular correspondence with 
my sister, w hose letters w-ere ever the pure effusions of 
an affectionate heart. At length the mandate came to 
relieve us from foreign service, and the regiment, in 
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which 1 bore a coloiiers coiiiiiiii^bioj), was ordered to 
Eng;land. 1 have already told your lordship that I 
reg^arded with more than common aflection, Laura. I 
even doated on her, and on rny arrival home 1 flew 
with an impatience and anxiety jiot to be expressed to 
meet the sister my soul adored. Judge then the 
agony of rny feelings when I found her, still in the 
same habitation where I had left her, hut how shall I 
.lescribe the grief and shame w hich overwhelmed me ? 
t found her pregnant !” 

At (his part of the colonel’s narrative lord Glenroy 
evinr<*d considerable agitation, but entreated the colo- 
nel lo proceed, 

*' ( onceivc, my lord, my rage, my despair. Laura 
threw herjiclf at iny feet even in that situation, and 
l)es()ughv me to liear her, assuring*me that slie was 
hoiioundiK, (hougiu/landestinely married ; but at that 
moment J con (ess her corpse would have been au 
object less displeasing, and 1 refused to listen to her. 
Hurried away by the \iolence of my passion, 1 reviled 
her in the bitlerest terms, and even reproached her 
with her infamy, told her that slie had for ever for- 
feited all claim and rigid to my protection, and 
declared that I would instantly put an end to my 
existence ii' she did not that moment deliver up the 
name of iicr seducer. Never shall I forget, my lord, 
(he look and manner in which she then addressed nie^ 
as clasping her hands together, she repeated iwy 
words — ^ 

‘ My seducer!’ uttered she ; ’ seducer he is none; 
he is my husband, the chosen of my heart.’ 

His uanie/’ cried J, '• retched gii), his name?’’ 
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^ ^ Reginald Le Burney,’ she replied, and fell 
lifeless at my feet. 

“ Pity now suspended every other sensation, and I 
raised her from the ground, and by the*most affec- 
tionate caresses and soothing attentions, succeeded in 
recovering her. As I hung over her altered form, I 
had an opportunity of observing more minutely the 
changed expression of a countenance that, once blush- 
ing like the half-blown rose, exhibited also its fresh- 
ness and its beauty, and my tears, which till then I had 
commanded, downed witliout the power of restraint. 
My emotions affected her more than iny rage had 
done, and she would again have fainted, had I not 
supported her in my arms, and with fresh assurances 
of my regard, addressed her by the tender name of 
sister. When calmer moments succeeded the pertur- 
bation of our minds, slic informed me, that accompa- 
nied by Mrs, Hamilton, she had visited a gentlemairs 
family at Blackheath, where she first beheld and was 
introduced to Mr, Le Burney, ; that he was a young 
man of the most fascinating manners — the most capti- 
vating exterior; that his understanding and accom- 
plishments were of the first order, and that from hence 
an intimacy had subsisted between them. That he 
employed no arts to ensnare her affection ; no seduc- 
tion to betray her honour ; but that her heart yielded 
to his superior merit from the first hour she beheld 
him ; that a confession of mutual regard had been 
exchanged between them, without the knowledge of 
Mrs. Hamilton or any other person, and that things 
were preciwsely in this state, w^hen one morning he 
entered her apartment abruptly, his countenance pale, 
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his looks disordered, and holding out a letter in his 
hand, requested she would peruse it, ariH immediately 
decide upon its contents.’’ 

The colonel then produced a letter, which he took 
from his cabinet, and giving it into his lordship’s 
hands, he perused words to the following effect, ad- 
dressed to Reginald Le Burney 

Your long absence, my beloved Reginald, both 
surprises and afflicts me. What charm does the cold 
and frigid climate of England possess, that you con- 
tinue to remain so long ])eyond the time affixed for 
your return. Your father’s malady has gaiiicd strength 
every hour since your departure, and I fear that his 
dissolution is rapidly approaching. Hasten then, my 
beloved son, to receive his blessing, land to comfort 
your disconsolate and affectionate mother, 

CiEjiALDiNE .Le Burney.” 

Lord Glenroy having perused the letter and returned 
it to the colonel, begged that he would continue his 
narrative. 

My sister then informed me,” resumed colonel 
Blooitilield, that Le Burney, in language of the most 
impassioned kind, persuaded her to consent to a private 
union, and afterwards to accompany him to Italy, 
whither his duty to his family indispensibly called him; 
and that wholly overcome by his persuasions, and 
unable to resist the prayers and intreaties of the man 
she so greatly loved, she at last, and in the presence of 
Mrs. Hamilton, consented to their marriage; which 
ceremony took place the ensuing morning, Mrs. Ha- 
milton being the only witness present. That Le 
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Burney remained in England five wet^ks longer after 
this event ; during the whole of whicli time he exerted 
all the eloquence he possessed, and made use of every 
argument, to induce Laura to go with him to Italy ; 
but as he had represented his father to be an austere 
man; and conceiving his mother to be of an haughty 
disposition, she dreaded to encounter an unwelcome 
reception ; to which she united her fear of a sea voyage 
and her wish to see and be reconciled to me. 

Thus, my lord, did my poor sister conclude her 
little history ; imploring my forgiveness for the error 
she had been guilty of. 1 folded her to niy lieart ; 
redoubled my caresses ; and again assured her of my 
protection ; while I ventured to inquire how long 
since Le Burney had sailed for Italy, and wiicii she 
expected to receive a letter from him. Her reply was 
that, she was hourly in expectation of Jiaving intelli- 
gence ; and that he liad been absent nearly six months. 
I knew that letters sometimes failed in arriving safe to 
the place of their destination, and tlierefore forbore to 
express my surprise at the length of time which had 
elapsed, lest it might alarm her. With Mrs. Hamil- 
ton I had also several conversations respecting Lc 
Burney, and found that her description ot him exactly 
tallied with my sister’s. She assured me that hc^ was 
a most amiable young man; and that liis family in 
Italy were of the first rank and respectability. 

Still 1 deplored the rashness of this union ; and ex- 
pressed my astonishment that no intelligence had 
arrived from him : she shook her head, and cautioned 
me to be silent on the subject ; hinting her apprehen- 
sions that some calamity had overtaken him. He had 
left in her hands notes to the amount of two hundred 
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pounds for the use of his wife till he should arrive in 
Italy ; when he promised a further remittance* Several 
weeks passed on and 1 began to conceive that Le 
Burney had either perished by shipwreck, or in the 
circle of his own friends, family, and connexions had 
forgotten his unhappy Laura ; Mrs. Ilamilton too, was 
obliged to confess that, she herself admitted such 
reflections : but we carefully concealed from the know- 
ledge of my sister such fearful doubts and apprehen- 
sions ; and sought to amuse her by every exertion in 
our power. Sometimes I would prevail on her to 
accompany me to the theatre, and there gratify her 
taste with dramatic* performances, of which I knew 
she was particularly fond ; at another time, leaning on 
my arm, she would take an evening’s ramble; while 
Mrs. Hamilton and myself would point oiit the beauties 
of (he surrounding country, and cheer her dejected 
spirits by rccouiHing some humourous tale. How 
often have 1 playcKl the old soldier, and beguiled her 
of a smile by telling her of my wonderful exploits 
when I was campaigning. 

One morning, accustomed to pay my early visits to 
her, I was met byMrs. Hamilton, who informed me that, 
my sister had passed a sleepless night, and had arisen 
with a depression of spirits greater than she had ever 
yet witnessed, 1 followed her to the chamber of my 
poor Laura; whore, soon indeed, I perceived a melan- 
choly and visible change. On my approaching her she 
burst into tears 

^ Have you brought me a letter from Le Burney,’ 
uttered she, ^ Oh ! tell me my brother that you bring 
intelligence of niy husband ! tell me, I beseech you 
tall me, whether Reginald is alive or dead V ’* 
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Unprepaced for such a demand, and shocked at her 
altered looks, I knew not what to reply. I pressed 
her cold hand to my lips, and comforted her in the 
best manner that 1 could ; but my courage failed me 
when I attempted to give her hopes of Le Burney^s 
return : for I now began to think my fears for his 
safety would shortly be verefied ; and I dreaded the 
consequence which would result from such an event. 

“ ^ I saw,' continued my sister, ^ I saw Le Burney 
last night in a fearful dream, and that is the cause of 
my dejection this morning. 1 was standing on a rock ; 
with difficulty Le Burney scrambled up its nigged 
sides, and approached me; when, eager to fly to 
his embraces, my foot slipped ; 1 lost sight of Le 
Burney, and was precipitated to the bottom. When 
I awoke, I found my eyes wet with my teai*s ; cold 
drops of perspiration stood on niy forehead ; and my 
hands w^ere benumbed and cold as you now feel them 
my brother,’ 

I endeavoured to laugh my sister out of such ima- 
ginary terrors and useless apprehensions ; but I found 
this dream had made a stronger impression than could 
be -easily removed: and she continued the w^hole of 
the day restless and miserable. 

“ Towards the evening we persuaded her to lie 
down on a sofa 'which was placed in the dining room, 
where we usually sat ; and she had just sunk into a 
slumber, when a loud knocking at the door, and a 
strange gruff voice saluted our ear. I desired Mrs. 
Hamilton to be prepared to take charge of my sister; 
while I flew to inquire myself who this visitor could 
be. I had no sooner unbarred tlie door, than a man 
habited in seaman's clothes, with very littio ceremony, 
demanded to know if he had come tt) tlie right port. 
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“ ^ Because as how you see, your honour/ said he, 
^ I have gotten a letter in my pocket for one madam 
Hamilton, from our captain.* 

I begged the man, for the love of Heaven, not to 
utter a word more, but to repair to the hrst public- 
house in the neighbourhood, w^hither I would imme- 
diately follow hiiii. 

Ho obeyed in silence, and this being the work of 
a moment, I returned to the parlour, where I rejoiced 
to find Laura still sleeping, I stole softly out, and 
f^oon discovered the house where the honest Jack Tar 
awaited my coming. 1 called for glasses of grog, of 
which I begged he would partake, and then demanded 
to know the particulars of his errand. Producing his 
captain’s letter, and taking a fresh quid of tobacco, he 
heaved a deep sigh, and in the language of a seaman 
bewailed the fate of his unfortunate messmates. 

With an agitation not to be described, I tore the 
letter open, which was addressed to Mrs. Hamilton, 
and found that it contained the following heart-rend- 
ing intelligence from the captain of the ship in which 
L? Burney had sailed for Italy : — ’* 

The colonel produced the letter, which lord 
Glciiroy immediately perused. 

“ Madam. — The loss of my ship and crew cannot 
more afflict me, than to be the bearer of such melan- 
choly tidings to you. As you must, doubtless, be 
greatly interested for the fate of Mr. Le Burney, the 
worthy young gentleman who took his passage on 
board my ship the St. Antonia, in the month of 
November last, and being then bound for Italy, Ve 
set sail in company ^ith six other vessels, but sepa« 

i- 1. 
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rated in a mosi^peadful gal^ of w indofl' the Boy of Bib* 
cay, concluded that they shared the same fate as my un<^ 
fortunate crew. Findingall efforts to save the ship to l>e 
impossible, we hoisted the long boat, in which Mr. Le 
Burney, and as many of our brave seamen as we could 
take with any safety, got. For many hours we con- 
tinued abandoned to the fury of the winds and waves ; 
but alas ! the darkness of the night precluded every 
possibility of being saved — she struck on a rock with 
tremendous force, and in that awful moment myself, 
my mate, and a boy, were the only survivors of the 
many souls that ultimately pcrisheil. Dashed with 
violence on some fragments of the rocks, we clung fi)r 
support till the morning ; but exhausted with fatigue, 
our limbs benumbed w ith cold, we were nearly expir- 
ing, when some Inliabitaiits of a light Itouse discovered 
us, and by their timely assistance, preserved our lives. 
On my arrival in London I took the earliest opportu- 
nity of forwarding the particulars of an event which 
so nearly cencei'ned you, and of which the papers may 
have only furnished you with a partial account. 

“ I remain, Madam, 

Most sincendy grieved, 

humble Servant, 
Robert IIanbury.’’ 

JTo Mrs^ Elizabeth Hamilton ^ 

My distress on finding the destiny of this un- 
happy young man confirmed was such, my lord, as 
you may easily imagine ; but w bat did 1 not endure 
for my poor Laura ; never more doomed to meet the 
ol|}cct of her tenderest affections : and how to disclose 
to famr such dreadful tidinga 1 knew not in her present 
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delicate situation, for she was now ferndvanced in fier 
pregnancy. I was convinced it would be instant anni- 
hilation. 1 resolved, therefore, to consult with Mrs. 
Hamilton, how to act in so trying a moment. 

On my return home 1 found my sister taking 
coffee with Mrs. Hamilton ; she appeared more com- 
posed, and anxiously enquired why I had been so long 
absent from her ? But I evaded her enquiries, and 
endeavoured to amuse her with general conversation 
till she retired for the idght. But she had no sooner 
quitted us, than I imparted to Mrs. Hamilton my 
dreadful news, at which she shed tears, declaring it 
was an event she had long foreboded, and prudently 
advised, that if a ])ossihtUty yet remained to keep it 
secret from Laura till after the period of her accouche- 
ment, we should enqiloy every means so to do, when 
it could not be attended with such alarming circum- 
stances. On this point we had agi*eed, but she w'as 
rot to be so easily blinded ; and a fatal prediction of 
what had happened in a lew weeks after this seemed 
to Hash on her mind ; she now refused every consola- 
tion we could offer, scarcely ate at her meals, and 
w ould sit for whole hours without a]>pearing to notice 
•my thing. A physician, attended her, but no argu- 
ment could prevail w'ith her to take his prescriptions. 
My grief on this occasion exceeded all bounds. I im- 
plored her by every tie, both tender and sacred, to rouse 
herself from this dreadful lethargy, and, for the preser- 
vation of her yet unborn infant, to exert the faculties of 
her mind, by endeavouring to bear with more fortitude 
the irreparable loss she bad sustained. But though I 
had adverted to this subject w ith the greatest caution 
and delicacy, yet it operated too powerfully on her 
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feelings, ancL^repeated &intings succeeded. Mrs. 
IJainilton^ exceedingly alarmed, now assured me she 
cherished hut little hopes of her recovery. About 
midnight, as I never quitted her, she called me to her 
bed side, and extending her hand towards me with the 
seraphic smile of a departing angel, in a calm tone of 
voice addressed me : — 

“ ‘ I wish not to alarm you, my best of brothers and 
of friends,’ uttered she, ‘ w hen I inform you that my 
suffering w'ill soon be over, and that I feel my dissolu- 
tion to be drawing near. You would have deceived 
me in the hope that Le Burney yet lived, but an inter- 
nal monitor assures me that here I shall never more 
behold him. Do not then afllict yourself, my brother, 
for I am too happy in the thought of being united to 
him in a better world, I feel I shall not survive the 
birth of my infant, and conjure you to attend to this 
my last request. Should it prove a daughter, let her 
be baptized by the name of my sainted mother — 
Evadne! If a son — here her voice became greatly 
affected — let him be called Reginald.” She then affec- 
tionately embraced me, and I quitted the room, wholly 
unable to suppress the violence of my emotions. The 
time of her delivery approaching, I waited the issue 
with the most dreadful anxiety ; but, alas ! in a few 
hours it was all at an end. 

“ Mrs. Hamilton, almost blinded by her tears, 
returned to me, with the intelligence that Laura had 
given birth to a female infant. 

‘ But its mother V cried I. 

‘‘ * Is gone for ever!’ replied she. For some hours 
I became insensible to every object which surrounded 
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The colonel now took out his handkerchief, and 
wiped the tears falling unconsciously down his face ; 
and lord Gleiiroy sighing profoundly, confessed him- 
self to be much affected by his melancholy recital, and 
the colonel continued. 

Thus died Laura, wife of Le Burney, perishable 
flower, too early cropt by the inevitable hand of des- 
tiny, and sent to an untimely graven” 

Such, my lord, are the fruits of early impressions ; 
and such the dangers aflixed to (he inexperienced, the 
tender, and (he too suddenly attached heart. 


CIIAPIKR XX\. 


The dinner, to which no one did justice on this day 
but Mrs. Blooni/iold and Sophia, was removed from 
the table almost untouched, the colonel’s conversation 
with lord Glciiroy having unhinged him for further 
society for the remainder of the day. When Evadne 
came into the room, her pale countenjince, dejected 
manner, and the soft tones of her plaintive voice, made 
him start ; and tenderly tjiking her hand, as she 
passed him to take a seat at the table, he recommcwided 
her to eat something and to drink a glass of wine, 
observing that they had all got the blue devils, and 
must shake them off. 
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Lord GJeilroy, indeed, seemed wholly absorbed in 
some very serious contemplations, and was regardless 
of every object but Evadnc ; on her he lavished all his 
attentions, and when the cloth was withdrawn, Mrs. 
Bloomfield having purposely removed, the colonel, 
pouring out a glass of ivine, requested his niece to 
drink of it ; but she declined, and w as going to retire, 
when his lordship gently detaining her, and leading 
her back to the chair she had quitted, now introduced 
the subject nearest his heart, making her, in the 
presence of the colonel, an open avow al of his regard, 
with the most liberal offer of his hand and fortune ; 
which, if accepted, would render him the happiest of 
mankind ; and that, immediately upoii lier consenting 
to become his wile, he w ould make a settleineiit of four 
thousand a yoar upon her, which, upon her marriage, 
and ever after, would become her private property. 
He now' awaited her reply, as be eagerly watched 
every turn of lier beautiful countenance, now agitated 
beyond description, which the colonel reniarking, 
gently urged her to make some acknowledgment for 
his lordship’s very handsome and fiatlering proposal. 

Evadne burst into tears, and tlirew herself at her 
uncle's feet, before be h^d the power of raising her, 
and ill accents of the most piercing anguish, inqilored 
:|ijm to forgive her for the first lault she had ever been 
guilty of. 

Lord Glenroy looked confounded. The thought of 
her unfortunate mother recurring to his recollection, 
and dreading to bear a similar confession pronounced 
from tlie lips of the daughter also, gasped almost for 
breath, while the colonel uttered — 

Name it, Evadne I instantly confess to me of 
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what nature is that fault, with which 1 am indeed unac* 
quainted, for you have ever been the most pliant, the 
most prudent, and the most obedient of girls* Do not 
force me to retract that good opinion of you ; Evadne 
do not compel me to be severe.” 

Alas ! then,” cried the weeping girl, what will 
become of me, for you will never pardon me, when I 
declare 1 have offended beyond the reach of your for- 
giveness ; but never shall Evadne Le Burney basely 
stoop to dissimulation, to hide a passion which she 
frauMy acknowledges to be the gloiy and pride of her 
existence. Know then, that long before I knew, 
thought e^f, or hedield his lordship, I gave my heart to 
the possession of another. Thai without your know- 
ledge I plighted vows to him ; and withoiit your ptT- 
mission sacredly, Oh! sacredly, promist^i to become 
his wife V" 

Lord Glenroy now rose, bit his li{)-;, and paced the 
room in a fury. 

Yo\i did, my fine romantic heroine, did you,” 
cried the colonel. And pray who is the hero of 
your romance ?” 

Who said lord Gienrt)y, w'ho but the de- 
tested Henry MontreviJle ?” , Presumptuous boy ! let 
him but meet my fury, and” — 

‘^Oh! iny lord,” cried the now terrified Evadne, 
and scarcely know ing what she uttered, recall your 
dreadful words. I Jideed ho merits not your anger ; do 
not make him the object of your unjust resentment. 
Promise me that, and” — 

What,” cried lord Glenroy, plead for my rival ! 
What, madam, think you 1 shall tamely submit to hear 
you name him such, and to my face? To tel! Glen- 
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roy’s earl there is another dearer — another claim more 
powerful than mine. Insulting girl !— but beware ; 
as yet I am your friend — your impassioned lover ! 
Reject my suit, and you will compel me to become 
your bitterest enemy.” 

So saying the earl quitted the room, dreadfully 
convulsed with passion.” 

Evadne now clung to the colonel’s knees, while she 
emphatically pronounced, I am lost for ever !” 

This was a moment ot excessive trial to the feelings 
of colonel Bloomfield. Henry Montreville was, and 
ever had been with him an avowed favourite, and 
nature for a short time prevailed ; in the w eeping form 
of Evadne, he iiow^ beheld the living image of his 
sister — the sister he once adored and her mother: and to 
spurn the child from his embraces, he found he had 
not the power; though her confessing that she loved 
Montreville was a mortal stab to his prospects with 
lord Glenroy, yet lie cherished great hopes, from the 
softness of her disposition, that she would in time 
yield to his persuasions, and consent to become coun- 
tess of Glenroy. He therefore called Hannah, and 
leaving his niece to her care, he tenderly imprinted a 
kiss on her cheek, and telling her to compose herself 
and be a good girl, went out to seek the irritated lord 
Glenroy. 

Evadne suHered Hannah to lead her to her apart- 
ment without being able to utter a single word ^ nor 
could Hannaj^lTer her any consolation ; her case was 
a desperate one, and admitted of no alternative. 
Hannah looked in her face, and there belicld an ex- 
pression of such fixed despair, such settled despon- 
dency, that, bursting into tears, she exclaimed — 
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They will never come to any good, that’s to a cer- 
tainty : a Christian soul an’t patience td bear it/’ 

She then left Evadnc for a few moments, not wish- 
ing her to sec lio^v much she was affected by her 
situation.” 

Evadne. now, for the first tin)e in her life, accused 
the mother of Henry of cruelty ; she had suddenly 
separated her from the object of lier tenderest aifectiond 
at the very inoineiit that she most stood in need of his 
protection, and I €' ft her exposed, if not to temptation, 
at least to persecution, and in the power of those from 
w hom it was impossible to fly. Montreville too had 
faithfully promised to write, but no intelligence had 
yet arrived from him ; and though she could never 
doubt of his strong attachment, yet, being ignorant of 
his destiny, filled her mind with the most anxious and 
alarming apprehensions. 

In all afllictions, and under the pressure of the 
heaviest calamity which can assail us, religion is the 
surest prop to sustain the drooping spirits, or pour a 
balm on the lacerated heart; and this was the cordial 
of which the wretched daughter of the unfortunate 
Laura now tasted and was comforted. She prayed 
that, whatever might be her fate, her vows to Henry 
might still be held sacred^ and resolved that, no tor- 
tures they might inflict on her to induce compliance 
with this detested marriage, should weaken her firm 
faith to Montreville; being resolutely determined that 
her tongue should never sanction vows which were 
foreign to her heart. 

During the time that Evadne was engaged in these 
reflections the colonel was in guest of LfOrd Glenroy, 
and found him, not under the shade of melancholy 

m H 
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boughs** breathing warm sighs on the desart air, but 
in a place the most remote of all others from his ima- 
gination, namely, in Mrs. Bloomfield''s dressing room, 
sitting very snugly beside lier, and deeply engaged in 
conversation aj)parently of a most interesting kind. 
A smirking smile betrayed the good Isumonr the lady 
was in, as, hoh!i))g o!it one of her hands to the colonel 
he beheld on her little finger a very elegant diamond 
ring whicli his lordship hud just presented h»*r with 
for the compUtioii of certain jdans, tin', nature of 
which, we are not acquainted Vi ith. 

The colonel beheld its sparkling lustre with looks 
of admiration not to be expressed; but j)erceiving his 
lordship’s dejection, attempted to rally him, quoting 
the old adage faint heart never won fair lady.” 
Mrs. Blooinfield^declared tliat the girl must have taken 
leave of her seven senses to be in love with a whining 
love-sick boy who was as pour as a church Uiouse and 
as bare as a robin ; that for her part she always ex- 
pected it w ould come to that when llie colonel allowed 
him such free access to his house ; and tliat slie had 
long perceived Evadne to have had a hankering after 
him; and w'ould have reprimanded her for it but she 
was so great a favorite with a certain person (meaning 
the colonel), it was as much as her life was worth to 
say a word; but that now it was come to a fine kettle 
offish ; and, Oh !*— was it her Sopliy, she should know 
W'hat to do : bread and w^ater, and confine her in a 
darii chamber till the little perverse husscy was brought 
to her senses ! 

Lord Glcnroy expressed his displeasure by a frowm, 
and Mrs. Bloomfield again became as gentle as the 
dove; she now launched forth in praise of the beauty 
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of Evadiie ; but his lordship retired to his own apart* 
inent, where he held a long conversation with the 
colonel ; the effect of which was, that, when he came 
into the tea-room at eight o’clock in the evening, he 
appeared perfectly tranquil ; not a frown ruffled his 
countenance: and he smiled most graciously on Mrs. 
Bloomfield and Sophia, whom he presented with a 
pair of bracelets, ear-rings, and necklace of great value : 
which called fi>rth many a roguish smile, and many a 
crimson blush, w henever be addressed her. The truth 
was, this very delicate \oung lady entertained the 
most flattering hopes that, as Evadne had rejected 
his suit, liis lordship^ attention would at last be 
directed to her; and viewing tho glittering ornaments. 
Ah ! thought she, w !io but Evadne would refuse such 
a mail ! 

For three w eeks lord Glenroy continued to appear 
ill a new character: and Evadne suffering no impor- 
tunities from him on ilio subject of his passion as be 
addressed \w\\ his conduct being marked with the 
most distant respect, becan to receive his attentions 
with more complacency, w'hich dedighted the colonel 
to a degree' of enthusiasm, and he already beheld her 
in imagination tlie countess of Cileiiroy; nay, he even 
went so far as to prognosticate that he should one day 
become uncle to a young lord ; and every indulgence 
was granted to Evadne w hich the utmost of her w ishes 
extended to: music she had ever delighted in; and she 
was surprised to find in her apartment one morning a 
beautiful harp of the richest workmanship and most 
exquisite tone. On expressing her astonishment, the 
colonel caught her in his arms, and informed her that, 
it was a little device of his own to surprize her; for 
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when she was a good girl there was nothing on earth 
he thought too expensive that he could procure for her. 
Evadne could scarcely credit the evidence of her senses, 
and rhodestly replied, — 

But my dear uncle, if indeed this beautiful harp is 
a gift of yours, it is by much too expensive. I cannot 
bear you should put yourself to such needless trouble 
on my account.” 

The colonel laughed ; and in reality laughed in his 
sleeve, lord Glenroy’s money having paid for the harp. 
He had besides pressed on the coloners acceptance 
notes to the amount of five hundred pounds, to defray 
the expellees, as he told him, of the time he had been 
at his bouse ; and from which he had no intention to 
depart without Kvadiic, whom he resolutely deter- 
mined to possess at the hazard of his life. 

From the present mode of conduct w hich he had 
adopted, he now artfully perceived he gained some 
little ground in her esteem, as she condescended to 
accept of trifling services from liis bands, such as 
driving her out in his barouche, suflerinii him to read 
to her of a morning, and to accompany her in a w alk 
of an evening. Thus, by almost imperceptible de- 
grees, she became familiarised to his attentions, and 
listened to his conversation, without once supposing 
that by so doing his lordship would gather hope, and 
in consequence exult in that liope, by the idea that ho 
was now not indifferent to her. 

Had Evadne possessed a more perfect knowledge of 
mankind, she would have found that the vanity of men 
extends beyond all bounds, and that the slightest, the 
most distant mark of favour on our side, will make 
them presume that they are become of consequence to 
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UB. One evening when Evadne was hanging over her 
favourite harp, accompanying herself to the beautiful 
Scotch air of Auld lang she was called sud- 

denly down stairs by the colonel to read a letter, 
which, he w^as sorry to say, concerned his dear niece 
very materially, it being in the hand-writing of Mrs. 
Montreville, and contained very melancholy intelli- 
gence. 

“ From Mrs. Montreville,” cried Evadne, is it 
not then from Henry, and snatching it from the 
coloncrs hands, pale and trembling she eagerly perused 
its contents, which were to the following purport: — 

“ Sir — The agonies which rend a fond niother^s 
heart, who feels compelled to the dreadful task of 
acquainting you with the death of her only son, may 
be easier fe^lt than described. He went to sea, and on 
his voyage to India, as 1 am informed, for some time 
continued well ; but on their near arrival to that 
coast, was attacked by a fever of the most malignant 
tendency with such rapidity as to baffle all medical 
assistance, and he departed this life before he reached 
India. Assure the )oung lady, your niece, Miss 
Evadne Lc Burney, for whom I know^ that my son 
cherished the most tender regard, that I am myself 
inconsolable, and pity the pangs $he will naturally 
feel at hearing intelligence so afflicting. Her concern 
at the death of m\ poor Henry will, doubtless, be 
considerable, but 1 trust that time will reconcile her 
to an event for which there is no remedy. Many 
years of happiness are yet in store for one so young 
and beautiful, but for a widowed and wretch^ 
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mother, of whom he was the sole surviving ho}>e, 
there can be none. With my best wishes for the 
future prosperity of your niece, and compliments to 
Mrs. and Miss Bloomfield, 

“ I remain, Sir, 

The truly disconsolate 

Olivia Mo>’TREviLL*i.” 

2b colontl Bloomjiddy 

Before Evadne had completed the third line, she 
uttered a piercing shriek, and fell lifeless into the arms 
of her uncle ; and Mrs. Bloomfield, calling Hannah, 
and expressing great concern, had her conveyed imme- 
diately to bed. By means of restoratives tliey partly 
recovered her, but a burning fever succeeded, and the 
next moruiug she exhibited symptoms of the strongest 
delirium. A physician was called in, who jiroiiounced 
ber to be in the most iininineiit danger ; resting his 
sole hopes of her recovery upon her youtliful constitu- 
tion. Meanwhile lord Gli nroy grew almost, frantic ; 
and the loss of Evadne would, ho felt, be thf‘ loss of 
the whole habitaide world, IVIrs. IlinonJield, from 
the torrent of tears she seemed to have at her com- 
mand, as thej flowed every hour of the day, appeared 
most truly concerned for the indisposition of her dear 
niece ; and Sophia was also seen to cry. But let it 
be observed, that it was always in tlie presence ot* a 
third person, and that person was lord Gleiiroy. 

For five weeks Evadne continued in a slate which 
promised no hope of a speedy amendment. At some 
hours she appeared sensible of the loss she had sus- 
tained, and a faint repetition of the name of Montre- 
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ville would now and then escape her lips ; but at 
night she again relapsed, and her fever rMurned with 
increasing violence. 

Lord Glcnroy never quitted her bedside ; he would 
administer all her medicines with his own hand, and 

f 

would never suffer any one to approach her but the 
colonel or Hannah. 

Had Henry now horn living, in moments so affect- 
ing as those, the colonel would have given all he wa8 
possessed of in the world to bestow on Evadne the 
object of her affections. At length, by almost imper- 
cepiible degrees, the violence of her fever abated ; the 
blood scarcely circulating in her veins, Evadne was 
pronounced out of iinmedialc danger ; but the physi- 
cian declared that her existence still liung upon a 
tliroad, and that as soon as she could jijain sufficient 
strength to l)ear the latigue of a carriage, change of 
air and a total change of scene would be absolutely 
necessary for the establishment of her health. 

I-ord Ghniroy had suffered severely, and his pale 
and altered looks plainly indicated that he now’ needed 
a physician as niiicli as the poor heart-broken Evadne, 
who iiow’ began to listen w ith more calmness than she 
had done at first, to the mild exhortations and excel- 
lent advice of the w orthy doctor Robinson. He was 
a man of the most brilliant talents, and possessed of 
great skill in his professional character ; was blest 
with a heart cast in humanity's purest mould. He had 
been deeply affected at the extreme danger of his 
young and beautiful patient ; and having lost very 
recently a daughter much about the same age, felt him- 
self attracted towards Evadne by a tie at once com- 
passionate and tender. He omitted no opportunities 
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of offering his advice w&erehe found it could avail the 
wretched su^erer^ and his unceasing attentions and 
soothing kindness soon brought her in a train, if not 
of perfect convalescence, at least out of danger of a 
relapse. The enraptured lord Glenroy presented im- 
mediately doctor Robinson with five hundred pounds, 
which to his great astonishment he declined accepting. 

No, my lord,” cried this worth) but, I must needs 
own, very extraordinary doctor. 

‘‘ The service I am so happy as to render you or 
roy fellow-creatures, shall never be purchased by that 
liberality which, pardon me, my lord, in this case 
exceeds the limits of prudence. With the aid of a 
superior power 1 have restored an angel to the world, 
who, to the semblance of one, unites also the v irtues ; 
and I am content, fully satisfied, in the discharge of 
my duty. I v/ill receive the value of the medicines for 
my apothecary, but not a jot more. Money, my lord, 
I am not so careless of as you may imagine. 1 saved 
enough in my younger days to make me comfortable 
now I am growing old; and where is the merit of 
refusing your five hundred pounds when I literally do 
not want it ? My poor girl is gone ^ she cannot share 
it with me. No, my lord, I do beseech you to bestow 
it where it is more wanted — give it to the poor !” 

The astonished lord Glenroy shook the doctor’s 
band, and declared — 

That he was ready to do any thing he requested, 
as he had created him new life in the restoration of 
Evadne !” 

Helpless as a babe the earl would carry her in his 
arms from her own apartment to a sofa placed in an 
adjoining room, where, assisted by the persuasions of 
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the doctor^ lie would use every gentle ans to induce 
her to taste of a jelly or eat part of a custard* Re- 
gardless of his own health, he would confine himself 
whole days in her apartment, and thus passed two 
months in the exercise of the tenderest attention to- 
wiurds her. Carefully wrapt up in a large Indian 
shawl, he at last ventured to take her out in the air in 
ail easy carriage, by which means she rapidly gathered 
strength ; and though Evadne was never seen to 
sijiiJe, yet the colour of the palest rose was gradually 
beheld to revisit her blanched cheek ; and lord Glen* 
roy beheld its sweet approach with rapturous delight, 
aiu! welcomed it with the same sensation that the be- 
nighted traveller, through the dark mazes of a cheer- 
less gloom, beholds the faint glimmering of the 
reflected taper’s light.” 


CHAPTER XXXI 


Doctor Robinson was now a constant visitor at the 
residence of colonel Bloomfield ; his fair patient was 
still under his hands ; and there were times when her 
extreme dejection of spirits preyed so visibly on her ex- 
ternal appearance, that he was apprehensive her delicate 
constitution would never recover the shock it had sus- 
tained. Evadne, from childhood’s earliest dawn, had 
possessed a disposition of the mildest tendency ; she 

N M 
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never was lieord to breathe a murmur at the little 
imaginary evils which children sometimes mourn over; 
nor when receiving chastisement, which ill nature or 
caprice would frequently inflict, had she been ever 
known to complain, but now in secret she sighed at 
the remembrance of Henry, whose name, buried in her 
almost broken heart, she utb^red when alone in accents 
of the most piercing anguish, recalling to her memory 
every cirnunstance, however trivial, which had passed 
between them. Often in Imr dreams he appeared 
before her m hixurianl health and beauty, returned to 
claim those vows, which she had so sacredly sworn to 
him ; suddenly then she would aw ake, her pulse 
throbbing, her heart beating, and she would exclaim — 

My Henry ! if indeed thou art numbered w ith the 
dead, Oli ! torture me not with thy loved image, so 
dear to my recollection, so fatal to my repose. Oh ! 
do not mock my vows, my sainted love, for now , 
indeed, 1 never can be thine.’’ 

From such dreams as these Evadne would awake, 
and rise feverish and discomposed, and her pale looks 
discovered the internal anguish that preyed upon her 
heart ; it was then that lord Glenroy, distracted at the 
sight, would draw her fro?ii her griefs and paint the 
sufferings which he himself endured. 

Oh, Evadne !” he would cry, while tears started 
to his eyes, as he took her cold hand, will you then 
destroy the cherished hopes which ahme supports my 
existence ? Must I behold you sink to an early 
grave the victim of unsubdued grief? Look at this 
altered form ! observe my pallid cheek. I do not 
implore you to pity me ; 1 am content to sufler for 
your sake, could 1 see but one smile animate tha 
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angelic countenance. Bui no, death will Biiatch you 
to his cold and icy arms; you are obstinately resolved 
to die: you reject consolation even from him who 
adores you. Oli, Montreville! living or dead still you 
ai e iiiiiuortal, for you possess the love of Evadne. 

Evadne looked at the earl, and remarked that he >vas 
indeed much changedsiuce she had first beheld him dur« 
ing her long and painfully alarming illness ; his conduct 
had been such as to awaken in her bosom the liveliest 
and warmest sensations of esteem ; and her too con- 
scious heart roproaclied her with ingratitude towards 
him. SJie wished to appear more seiisible of his kind- 
ness; and with a smile expressive of her willingness to 
oblige him, gave him her hand, declaring she should 
consider hersedf the most ungrateful wretch in the 
world, could she ever be unmindful* of his kind atten- 
tions and friendly ser\ ices. 

Doctor Robinson and the colonel now joined them^ 
and i>ercoived that his lordship was uncommonly elated, 
as ho still held Evadne's hand; nor was it withdrawn 
till he had gently enforced a promise from her that she 
would behave better in future. 

Eord Clenroy now proposed for the further re-es- 
t.d)lishnient of INliss l-ie Burney's health to pass a few 
months at his estate in Scotland sit uated in the most beau- 
tiful and romantic pari of that country about four miles 
distant from IMontrose: couimanding a bold and ex- 
tensivc view of the wide expanse of the ocean by 
which it was bounded. Glenroy Castle being his 
paternal seat, and that also of his noble ancestors, he 
was particularly partial to it, for it illustrated the 
valiant deeds of liis brave countrymen. •The lovely 
Evadne once his own, he intended the castle as his 
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future residence; and he proposed a journey into 
Scotland, not only to surprise her with the grandeur 
and magnificence of Glenroy Castle, but to point out 
the various beauties which that country every where 
affords the curious eye of the delighted traveller. 

In summer it is romantically beautiful; and in win- 
ter, its snow-covered mountains exhibit a scene at 
once awfully grand and picturesque. There the hardy 
Scot labours to support a numerous and healthful pro- 
jeny, and receives the reward due to cheerful industry, 
a comfortable old age. 

Doctor Robinson was not proof against the argu- 
ments adduced as reasons why he should not be of the 
party into Scotland, lord Glenroy positively declaring 
that he would not go without him, and Evadue, swci'tly 
smiling, united h^r intreaties, which we may conclude 
were more eifectual than all their persuatioiis, for she 
held a very pretty little white hand for his acceptance, 
while she added, — 

Ah, doctor Robinson ! indeed you must not refuse 
my lord Glenroy ; I am so accustomed to see you 
smile and to hear you talk, and so used to your disci- 
pline, that were you absent, and I refractory, nobody 
else would manage me; and you know at times 1 can 
be a very naughty girl. 

At this moment, as if from some sudden recollection 
she sighed heavily; which the doctor instantly per- 
ceiving, replied with some gaity,— 

Faith, my sweet young lady, if you go on in this 
manner, you will make a coxcomb of me ; I shall cer- 
tainly forget that I am a silly old man, and begin to 
talk nonsense by wholesale. 
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You will then accompany his Lordship,” cried 
Evadne, her eyes brightening with satisfaction, there 
my lord,” continued she, you hear the doctor?” 

Alions, then,” cried lord Glenroy,” my angel, 
you have succeeded ; but where is the suit that could 
be rejected if you are the suppliant. Now then to 
surprise our lively Sophia with the news; and I ques- 
tion whether this will not be the last year of her ap- 
prenticeship to a life of celibacy; my countrymen are 
very gallant, and 1 assure you are warm admirers of 
the English ladies.” 

At this moment Miss Bloomfield entered the room, 
and his lordship imparted the pleasing intelligence, 
with certain hints, which, in spite of her efforts to con- 
ceal it, made her anticipate a thousand promised joys. 

Mrs. Bloomfield declared she shmild like vastly to 
visit Scotland ; and notwithstanding the many droll 
stories she had heard told of the Scotch ladies going 
vnthout shoes or stockings, their living upon oatmeal 
and dried fish and such, and about tlieir jumping over 
a broomstick to get married, she dared to say it w as 
nothing more than a parcel of stulf ; and that she should 
find them very good sort of people.” 

Good sort of people,” exclaimed lord Glenroy, a 
little nettled at her disgusting reflections on the inha- 
bitants of a country every way to be commended for 
their prudence ar d simplicity of living, yes, madam, 
I have not the smallest doubt when you have the honor 
of being introduced to our Scotch ladies you will find 
the reports you have received to be erroneous, and the 
illiberal prejudices imbibed against them completely 
done away by the advantages, which, at the least, they 
are known to possess over the English, good humour 



286 


THB OUritAM BOV, OK 

and hospitality. In the exarcLse of alone they 

are endeared to the heart of sensibility ; and carry the 
stranger’s thanks and blessings to uiaiiy a far distant 
land. 

Mrs. Bloomfield begged a thousiind pardons for 
having expressed her sentiments so freely on a subject, 
which, it w'as plain to be perceived, she knew nothing 
at all about ; and pursing up her lips into a soft smile, 
while she looked very significantly at lord Gleiiroy ob- 
served, that, from the specimen which she had already 
seen, she was pretty sure of one thing.” 

And what the devil’s that I^ury,” cried the colo- 
nel, hurt that she had in the slightest degree given 
offence to lord Glenroy.” 

Why,” returned Mrs. Bloomfield, that the gen- 
tlemen of Scothvnd are the most handsomest and the 
most properest men (hat walks on Christian ground.” 

To this very elegant compliment his lordship re- 
turned a low bow ; laughing at the peculiar art which 
this lady possesscid in a superior style to all others, 
which, to use her own phrase, w as that of bringing 
matters nicely about.” 

The latter part of this evening proved a very busy 
one in the colonel’s family, most of the .servants having 
received orders to pack up every thing that was neces- 
sary for their intended departure, in which lord Glen- 
roy’s servants were desired to unile their assistance. 

The obliging Mrs. Handy was all over in a tremble 
lest she should forget some of her mi.slresses fine laces; 
for what with coqueting with Mr. Smart w hen she was 
below stairs and furnishing materials for conversation 
of scandal above stairs in Mrs. Bloomfield’s dressing 
room, the poor soul had enough to do ; and to do her 
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ample justice, Mrs. Handy sconied to be giii idler; she 
had always something ready prepared for the private 
ear of her mistress. 

Sophia too found sufficient employment in consult- 
ing with her dear mamma, during the little time they 
had to sj)aro, what dresses sh«^ should take with her ; 
what hats, caps, and bonnets would best suit her com- 
plexion ; what stays would render her shape the most 
attractive, and a vari(»tY of other little et reteriPs not to 
be mentioned here. 

Lord (ilenroy reminded Evadne that she must 
not forget her harp, which had never been touched 
since t evening she had received intelligence of Mon- 
treville^s death, when she started and changed colour; 
but gently pressing her hand, be added — 

Pardon im*, my dearest life, but I Cannot consent 
that you should leave it behind. You will be charmed 
by the Scotch music, which, like its poetry, is com* 
pos< d w 1th such melody, and boasts of such attractive 
simplicity, that they must be stoics indeed who do not 
adnnre it, and confess its strong appeal to our sensi- 
bility ; and his lordship sung the last strain of — 

I asfc na mair bid thou and lorey 
in a manner that brought t][^e long absent rose back to 
Evadne’s cheek with the deepest hue ; and she hur- 
ried from him to conceal emotions which, alas I derived 
their source more from the recollection of her departed 
lover, than to any prepossessions in favour of Glen* 
roy, w horn she now felt she’could respect — could esteem, 
but never love. And yet she thought it was more 
than probable that she might become his wdfe. Such 
was the persecution of her fate, she could now form 
no reasonable objection to an alliance w^ith him ; the 
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generosity of his conduct, and the singularity of his 
attention towards her had indeed been such, as to call 
forth her gratitude, her admiration. All these seemed 
to favour an event which the hand of destiny had pecu- 
liarly brought about, and she bowed submissively to 
its decrees without a selfish consideration for her own 
happiness, or a very close examination of her feelings. 
She dared not search into her heart, for there she 
would find the image of Montreville so strongly 
engraven as not to admit one tender thought which 
w^as not connected with his memory ; and she delivered 
herself into the hands of those w ho governed her with- 
out a murmur, meek as the lamb offered up to sacrifice, 
pure as the spotless lilly : and her form, though beau- 
tiful, was but the reflected mirror of her more perfect 
mind. 

At day-break next morning, lord Glenroy’s servants, 
some of whom did not sleep at Bloomfield House, 
gave a loud summons at the door ; the whole family a 
few minutes after were stirring, and in less than an 
hour the carriages were drawn up to the door. Evadne 
had passed a most unquiet night, feeling a dread of 
she knew not what at quitting, for a length of time, 
the village which the remembrance of Montreville had 
rendered of consequence to her ; and Mrs, Montre- 
ville’s house, now a deserted one, which from the 
windows of her own apartment she could every day 
behold, gave to her heart additional pangs at leaving 
it. Hannah, her faithful Hannah, attended, and as 
she assisted in dressing her, observed tears stealing 
fost down her cheek ; and with her eyes fixed on Mrs. 
Montreville^s deserted dwelling, she mournfully pro- 
nounced — 
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Dear loved residence, which so lately contained 
all that my heart held dear, farewell. Perhaps I 
never more may view the chamber where my Henry 
slept. All, Hannah ! inethinks this morning I am 
very sad. Tiook at that window ; there my Henry 
used to uiake garlands of flowers for Evadne ; and 
gather roses and honey-suckles to make a present to 
me in tlie fresh early morning. For whom does my 
Henrv gather flowers now? Oh ! do I live to pronounce 
that lie is no more ? does Evadne live to say so?’* 

Slu' looked again at the window of Montreville’s 
apartment, and sighed heavily. No, never more 
will he open tliat window./’ cried she, and feeling 
overcome, she sunk into the arms of Hannah, and 
wept bitterly. Hannah attempted to comfort her as 
well as she could ; but even Hannah felt a strange 
foreboding that they should never again return to 
Blooniiield House ; and though she w’^as to accom- 
pany lier dear young lady to Scotland, by the express 
desire of lord Glenroy, yet she felt her spirits dull and 
heavy, 

A general summons to breakfast now resounded 
from e . ery part of the house, and Sophia came to re- 
mind Evadne, that his lordsliip and doctor Robinson 
had been waiting her presence in the breakfast-room 
near half an hour, adding that the carriages were all 
in readiness for their immediate departure. 


o o 
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CHAPTER XXXIl. 


Sophia Bloomfield was on this morning uncommonly 
animated. She was dressed in a becoming sarcenet 
pelisse of the brightest blue, with white satin hat and 
rich plume of feathers, and white laced veil, which set 
off her rosy complexion, heightened by youthful ex- 
pe<^tion, and she exhibited a picture of blooming 
health and happy carelessness, forming a striking 
contrast with the sable habit (for the colonel Iiad pre* 
sented her with a rich suit of mourning for Henry 
MpRtreville)/>f Evadne, who was still pale from her 
recent confinement ; and more pale on this morning 
than usual, owing to her agitation, yet her features 
were cast in the most perfect mould of beauty, and her 
countenance copied an expression of such fascinating 
sweetness, that it interested the heart of every be- 
holder. There was besides an extreme delicacy in 
her fine shape, which enchanted tlie eye at the first 
glance; an4». added to her soft manners and pen^ve 
character^ rendered Evadne a far more attractive 
olgect than lieauty bounding on tbe light fantastic tee. 

Evadne, my life t” cried his lordship,; as he rote 
from his chair to conduct her to one next his own. 
“ You must positively leave the blue devils and all 
their melancholy train behind you here in Bloomfield 
House. I will have no more lillies than those of 
which your bosom is composed ; but roses of the 
fi^hest hue' shall bloom again upon that lovely cheek. 
Evadne smiled through a shower of tears, but doctor 
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Robinson administering to her some hartshorn drops, 
and shaking her hand with aflTected roughness, declaWH 
she should have a rod in pickle if he heard another 
sigh or beheld another tear. 

Evadne promised obedience to all his commands, 
and the whole party being assembled, they airangecf 
in the following order: — In lord Glenroy’s canra^, 
doctor Robinson, his lordship, and Evadne ; in his. 
lordship’s travelling post chariot, the colonel and Mrs. 
and Miss Bloomfield, which they preferred to the 
barouche, which drew' up the last, and was occupied 
by the following quartetto : Hannah and old James, 
Mr. Smart and the sifuperiiig Mrs. Handy, who, with 
a straw hat turned up in the front, from which pro- 
jected a large bunch of ro.se-coloured ribands, endea- 
voured to imitate the ridiculous obsntdities of her 
more ridiculous mistress, to the iio small annoyance 
and disapprobation of old Hannah. 

As *he carriage drove off, lord GJenroy seated him- 
self on the side which commanded a full view' of Mrs. 
Montreville’s deserted cottage, and drawing up the 
blindsconipletely hid it from the observation of Evadne, 
whom doctor Robinson contrived to keep engaged in 
close conversation ; thus her spirits were kept alive, 
and the prospects of a boundless country opening oil 
ber view, she gradually became more tranqtiillised. 
The doctor was replete with humourous anec^tes, 
and possessed a fund of wit ; and as often as he W- 
guiled Evadne of a smile, the transported earl wrirald 
acknowledge how much he was obliged to him h^- the 
most expressive looks of his approbation. ' 
travelled but moderately at the express request 
Gknroy, lest it might occasion a relapse to the y«t 
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fourth day of their setting out, the beautiful city of 
Edinborough appeared in sight, gratifying their utmost 
expectations of all they bad formed of its grandeur, 
taste, and elegance. As the carriage rolled down 
Princes Street, giving them a full view of the tower- 
ing castle of Edinborough and the delightful scenery 
around it, the colonel and Mrs. Bloomfield were loud 
in their acclamations of applause. According to cus- 
tom, she made some curious remarks, observing now 
she was in Scotland slie should fancy herself much 
nearer to Heaven, all the houses appearing to reach 
the skies. 

Lord Glenroy’s intention was to remain a few days 
in Edinborough, in order to shew the ladies all that 
was worthy pf observation, and the servants had 
orders to draw up to Drumbeck's hotel, where many 
spacious and elegant apartments were appropriated 
for their use during the time of their stay in that city. 
Mr. Smart was a gleck man, very expert in his occu- 
pation, and availed himself of the opportunity of exhi- 
biting his talents, by providing a dinner set out with 
no mean taste, as it consisted of every delicacy the 
season afforded, and many luxuries which the season 
did not afford ; and, to do great justice to Mr. Smart, 
he spared no expense in executing his commission, 
never considering bis lordship's pocket of the slightest 
consequence when his own abilities were to be called 
forth upon the occasion. 

After partaking very largely of the delicacies placed 
before her, Mrs. Bloomfield remarked that they were 
certainly much better cooks in Scotland than she had 
been taught to expect, having heard they spoiled every 
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bit of victuals that came into their hands, but for her 
part she was ready to contradict such an assertion the 
moment she should have an opportunity of so doing. 

The colonel bit his lips in the expectation of hear- 
ing something more absurd from the mouth of his 
sweet Lucy, which the lady perceiving she became in- 
stantly silent. 

The ladies, at the solicitation of lord Glenroy, 
retired to dress for the theatre ; the external appear- 
ance of which, certainly did no justice to the interior 
part, for it w^as extremely elegant. The play an- 
nounced in the bills of the evening, was Mr. Tobin’s 
excellent comedy of the Honey Mooriy in which the 
lively and fascinating Miss Duncan (now Mrs. Davi- 
son) performed her original part of Juliana^ Whether 
in the accomplished character of the dcichess or as the 
village maiden (the afterpiece being Rosma)^ she 
charmed most, we will not determine ; but her 
enchanting sontrs drew forth reiterated applause from 
a generous and discriminating audience. The colonel, 
squinting througli his opera glass, acknowledged in a 
whisper to lord Glenroy, that she w'as a prodigious 
fine creature. The ladies confessed that tliey had 
derived much pleasure from the spirited performance 
of the evening. The nexit day the earl devised fresh 
sources for their amusement ; he ordered his barouche, 
and gave the ladies an airing to Musselburgh, wdiere 
the prospect of the sea and the ships laying at anchor, 
presented a beautiful and picturesque scene. Return- 
ing by Leith, they took a view of that busy little 
place, and came back to Edinborough just in time to 
visit the new town. Doctor Robinson remarked that 
Queen Street was one of the finest he had ever seen ; 
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and the houses, all constructed on tlie most elegant 
plan, were certainly not surpassed, if ecjiialled, by 
those of our great metropolis. “ 

The ensuing day they visited Dalkeith, pin^oosely 
to insj>ect the beautiful mansion styled Dalkeith 
Palace, the late residence of the most noble bis grace 
the duke of Bucclcugh and his amiable family, ^vliose 
benevolent propensities are too generally known to 
need culogium to illustrate virtues which have long 
since rendered them the chief ornament and blessing 
of the country round. 

Lord Glcnroy having rcinainod in Edinborougli 
long enough to give the coloners family the highest 
impressions of that city and its environs, now proposed 
to depart for his native mountains, and assiired tlieni 
that in conduct kig them to Glenroy Castle, he would 
arrive at tlio summit of his ambition. He hoped they 
would consider it as their future residence lor many 
months, whicli he should use every exertion in his 
power to rentier pleasant and amusing* He (Ijcn 
snatched Evadne's hand passionately to his lips, w hile 
he softly added — 

Would’st thou, Oh ! blessing of my life ! but 
smile on iny efforts to make me happy, and I am blest 
indeed.” 

Evadiie did smile, and her face was covered with 
blushes, while she replied — 

Can you theu think me so insensible as to be un- 
grateful for all your kindness : Believe me, my lord, 
I consider myself too insignificant, too unworthy, to 
merit such attention ; and ’tis the consciousness of that 
alone which renders me silent.*’ 

^ Angelic creature,” returned lord Glenroy. 1 
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live but to deserve your approbation,. You command 
my life, my soul, and all that I possess is at your dis« 
posal.” 

Evadne was silent and embarrassed. She felt how 
greatly she was his lordship’s debtor in the sum of 
gratitude ; how much she had profited by bis kind 
attentions, and could not but acknowledge that the 
influence which he now held in her good opinion was 
hourly encreasing. 

To-morrow then, iny worthy friends,” continued 
lord Glcnroy, “ we will proceed to Glenroy Castle, 
but what slmll we do with ourselves to night?” 

‘‘ I could tell you,” cried Miss Bloomfield, that 
theie is a certain amusement here to night called — 
what is it called, my lord ?” and goine^up to his lord- 
ship with a very arch smile, w hispered something in 
his t ar. 

I am more than half inclined, Sophia,” said his 
lordship, to snatch a kiss for your pretty intelligenee* 
An Assembly — vvhat say you, ladies and gentlemen ? 
w hat say you to the assembly this evening r” 

If Miss Le Burney goes I shall prohibit her 
dancing, ” said doctor llobinson. 

But Evadne strongly dcfclined going at all, adding, 
while a sigh accompanied the reflection, Once^ iriy 
lord, T loved dancing, I mean when I was very well 
in health, it constituted iny iavourite amusement ; but 
now 1 feel I should be a very stupid object in an as- 
sembly room, for indeed no argument whatever could 
prevail on me to w altz or go down a country dance. 
Have the goodness, therefore, to excuse me, my lord.” 

His lordship looked a little grave, and shook his 
head. 
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Nay, if you are angry you will compel me to go,’^ 
said Evadne. 

“ No, my best life, but I would persuade you,” re- 
turned the earl, and I promise you I will not ask 
you to dance ; do but accompany me there, ^tis all I 
implore, and I must now acquaint you with my 
motives for requesting it. My bonny countrywomen 
excel particularly in the accomplishment of dancing, 
and you will be delighted to see the variety of graces 
which they introduce into their simple Scotch reels.” 

I protest and vow I shall admire to see how they 
contrive to do it,” said Mrs. Bloomfield, for do you 
know, my lord, when 1 w^as at a boarding school I 
never could learn them what do you call-cm steps in 
all my life.” 

I credit your assertion, madam,” replied his lord- 
ship. 

The colonel and doctor Robinson treated themselves 
with a stroll down Princess Street, but Sophia and 
Mrs. Bloomfield were closeted with an Edinborough 
milliner. They were desirous of knowing the prevail- 
ing fashion which presided there, and a plaid silk 
drapery, richly ornamented with a border of painted 
roses, was purchased by the fond mother for this im- 
portant evening, from which she augured future 
aggrandisement to her beautiful Sophia. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 


Tlio assembly was held at Corri’s Rooms^ anil, was 
rrowdod almost to suffocation. About half-piist nine 
lord Glenroy coiiductod Evadno (whose deep mourning 
attire wiis only exchanged for one of black crape) and 
Sophia into the rooms; and the doctor and colonel 
took charge of Mrs. Bloomfield. It will be rude to 
remark, yet we know not how to avoid it, that, the 
extreme juveiiality of this lady’s dress attracted uni- 
versal attention ; the more, as the youthful Sophia waa 
soon discovered to be her daughter. In her dress 
liowever, which she wore extremely o)>en at the bosom 
with a profusion of rich white lace made in imitation 
of a girl's tucker, she certainly surpassed Sophia; and 
it is certain that, more eyes were directed towards her 
on that evening, than to any young lady, one only 
excepted, in the rooms. 

A fashionable young baronet, well known to his 
lordship, stalked up to the side of the room where 
Sophia w^as sitting, and surveying her through his glaas 
with the utmost nonchalence for a considerable time, 
at length groaned out that he should be happy to have 
the superlative felicity of her hand in the next reel. 

Sophia blushing excessively declared her total igno-^ 
ranee of the Scotch dances. 

Oh ! ’pen honor miss, I think them a cursed bore 
myself,” exclaimed sir Leofiie, and I never trouble 
myself about them ; and yet I contrive to figure away 
ill them alinost every night.” 
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‘‘ What sir ! have you no knowledge of the steps,” 
returned Sophia. 

Steps miss ! do you think I could bo bored with 
learning the steps? no, that would be intolerable, ’poii 
honor. No miss, we people of fashion have no steps 
at all; we swim up and we swim down again without 
having any method at all. Pray miss, have you learnt 
the swim ?” 

Sir !” cried Sophia, staring with awkward simpli- 
city, I don’t understand yon.” 

Why miss, the swim is, the .singular returned 
sir Leonie, and the singular is nothing more than to 
appear singularly ignorant of every thing one ought to 
know ; it. occasions surprise, and get’s one talked of 
w’hen nothing else will. Now miss I believe you 
comprehend me,” And sir Leonie rolled back to the 
other end of the room; leaving the astonished Sophia 
to make what comments she pleased upon his very sin- 
gular mode of describing fashionable propensities, 
wo won’t call them absurdities for fear they should 
offend. 

What an infuflierable coxcomb,” she exclaimed as 
soon as the carl joined her, had I been aware of his 
impertinence at the first, 1 think 1 could have collected 
a sufficient quantity of brass to have paid him off in 
his own coin, with his swims and his singulars a con- 
ceited ape.” 

“ What poor devil has been so unfortunate as to fall 
under your displeasure my pretty Sophia?” said lord 
Olenroy. 

Sophia half vexed, though ready to laugh, related 
her rencontre with sir Leonie; at which his lordship 
could not forbear laughing most immoderately, and 
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asHiired her that, a winter, even in Edinboroujj^h, would 
bring her to the acquaintance of many such high-finish- 
ed modern young gentlemen as sirLeonie Fluttergale; 
wiio, having crept from the nursery to his mamma's 
petticoat strings, had, under the tuition of a private 
master, acquired all that was necessary to lounge down 
Bond Street, or to qualify him for staring humble 
modesty out of countenance, and to bet largely at the 
card table, or a horse race; and while he pretended to 
fashionable manners, fashion disowned him for one of 
her \ otaries ; no one admitting sir Leoiiie Fluttergale 
jiilo their circles tliat knew how to value the real bles- 
sings of society.” 

The intense heat of the rooms had given to Evadne 
a vermiilioii tint that rendered her inexpressibly lovely ; 
and as she leant on his lordship's arm with modest diffi- 
dence* shrinking from the gaze of the multitude w'hicb 
surrounded her, a general cry of, what a beau- 
tiful c ;eaiure” and who is she” resounded from all 
[airts of the r(K>m. 

Mrs. Bloomfield having risen from the card Ublc 
( at M hich she had seated herself the greatest part of the 
eienipg) a considerable winner, now directed her eyes 
towards the dancers, and confessed she had never seen 
such dancing in her lifu-time. Doctor llobinson, wlio 
hud likewise been very attentive, acknowledged that 
tile Scotch ladies were pre>eininent in this accomplish- 
ment even if they excelled in no other, 

Evadne looking excessively fatigued, though she had 
not partaken in the amusements of the evening, the 
carriages were ordered, and they quitted the rooms at 
halt-past two o’clock. And during their ride home, 
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Sdpllk, amused her lather lYith an account of sir Leonie 
F]ntt#r|«dle, till the colonel’s lat sides shook with 
lot^hter. 

At seven the ensuing morning, every thing being 
prepared for their departure, they left Edinborough, 
and during their journey, the country, in some parts, 
presented the grandest and most sublime views they 
had ever witnesssed. The cattle browsing on the tops 
of the mountains were every where seen in the greatest 
state of perfection ; flocks of the finest sheep, tended 
by the careful shepherd wrapt in his plaid, added to 
the variety 6f the scene, and delighted the travellers, 
as they beheld them from afar upon the sloping hills, 
oT'craggy precipices; sometimes the mouldering ruins 
of an abbey caught their attention; but nothing so 
c<Wnpletely aniused the colonel and doctor llobinson 
as the Scottish dialect of the inhabitants of the little 
villages at which they stopped to refresh by way of 
enterlamment ; where they Itehcld Caledonian beauty 
perfectly without the aid of ornament ; eyes sparkling 
with good humour and vivacity ; cheeks displaying the 
ruddy rose of health ; and lips and teeth which many a 
fine modem lady would have envied them the posses* 
stonof. 

■“ The lortl be good unto me !” exclaimed Mrs. 
Mbomfield, as they stopped at a post'house, where a 
very pretty little Scotch girl came running out, what 
frightful long eared caps : 1 vow and protest colonel, 
that girl Would be tolerable but for that odious mob 
cap.” 

Mrs. Handy was making the same observation to 
Smart in the barouche. 
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Ijaiik Mr. Smart, did you ever see such a cap ! 
why, lank a mercy, it looks for all the world like a sow 
with long ears.” 

You are monstrously comical Mrs. Handy,” re- 
plied Mr. Smart, but every lK)dy is not born with 
such tasty notions as you Mrs. Handy.” 

Lank Mr. Smart I vows you makes me blush^” 
returned Mrs. Handy with an affected giggle, my 
mistress will have it, that’s for sarten, that 1 knows a 
bit of every thing.” 

1 don’t doubt it in the least Mrs. Handy,” said the 
obliging Mr. Smart. 

Some people know more than they ought to do 
I believe,” observed old James very dryly.” 

Lank how cross grained you be James,” exclaim- 
ed Mrs. Handy, but as I was saying*Mr. Smart, my 
mistress always says as how I w^as born in a higher 
spear.” 

Here old James very rudely burst into a loud laugh, 
in which Hannah, who had sat very quiet till now, 
likew ise joined ; which so disconcerted Mrs. Handy, 
that, she remained silent to the end of the journey. 

Lord Glenroy’s servants being apprised of bis visit 
to the castle ari*aiiged theipselves in pompous order to 
greet his arrival, and the castlo gates were thrown 
open with loud huzzas to welcome their illustrious 
lord. The novelty of the scene struck the coloners 
family dumb, and highly delighted doctor Robinson. 

What a noble building,” exclaimed Mrs; Bloom- 
field, my stars, Sophy, look at the images yonder ! 
men and women all cut out in marbie : I vow and 
protest they look as if they were coming to speak 
to us.” 
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The images which Mrs. Blooiniichl so onriouslv 
alluded to were two beautiful figures of Hector aiui 
Aiidromaclio placed in the grand entrance leading lo 
the ball. Within the hall were faith, hope, and cha- 
rity, of the purest alabaster ; and whc'ii they eidered 
the saloon, wdiich was hung w ith the richest ta|)e8try 
representing the Imttles of the Scottish chiefs, its 
ancient grandeur and magnificence struck them with 
surprise and wonder. Several female attendants wait- 
ed to conduct the ladies to their respective apartments, 
where they dressed for a late dinner. Tlie chamber to 
which Evadne and Sophia were conducted wfs ex- 
tremely elegant; and judging from its appearance, 
Evadtic supposed it must have been previously pre- 
pared for her reception, it being hung with light 
blue velvet ricSily embroidered with white roses ; 
the bed curtains were made to correspond with those 
belonging to the windows, which were of !>lue silk, 
ornamented with the most delicately sliaded flowers : 
all the rest of the furniture was uniformly elegant 
and tastefully displayed. 

‘^My dear young lady,” cried llannali, how happy 
you will be in such a paradise of a place: well, 1 
always said you was handsome enough to be a queen; 
and you won’t Im far off from it when you are my lady 
Glenroy.” 

Evadne having finished her toilet, and scarcely 
iioiicing what Hannah had said, walked to tlie end of 
the gallery, which not only contained all the portraits 
of the Glenroy family, but likewise very valuable pic- 
tures executed by the most celebrated artists both of 
ancii^nt and modern fame. Among the most admired, 
and that which fixed the attention of Evadne mo»t 
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was, Evo relating; iior dream to Adam: under which 
was written, — 

“ O thou in whom my lluni^hts tind all repose/* 

The countenance of Eve wdiile yet in perfect inno- 
cence, as she leaned on the arm of Adam describing' 
the terrors of her dream, was l)eaiitifiil l>eyond ex- 
pression and E\ adiie could have gazed on it for ever 
had not sfie felt herself gently encontpassed by the 
earl of Glenroy ; hastily disengaging herself, she 
!)liished excessively at the ardent and impassioned 
looks with wliicli he regarded her, and apologized for 
the liberty she had taken by having entered Ihrougtt a 
private door into the picture gallery. His lordship 
smiled, and spite of her contusion, aga*in snatched her 
to his arms ; but seeing the colour mount to a deeper 
red, and her countenance l>etraying some displeasure, 
iiiimc'diafely relinquished his hold, while he uttered, — 
Evadne, my soul’s darling, cannot be offended, if 
her gi uteful and enraptured Glenroy presumes to hope 
tVom her heavenly smiles that he is not indifferent to 
her. Oh ! Evadne ! how can you thus cruelly protract 
my happiness, or am I npw to suppose that you still 
cherish sentiments which ought long since to have 
been consigned to oblivion : is your whole life to be 
consecrated to tlie memory of — 

“ Oh do not name him !” cried Evadne, turning 
pale, if you wish me to forget him, mention him 
no more !” 

There was an affecting solemnity in her manner, 
and the earl paced the room in great disorder, passion- 
ately exclaiming, by Heaven ! this is too much 
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and Evadne then addressed liis lordship with calm 
composure, I perceive iny lord that I am so unfor- 
tunate as to displease you; but surely you seem to 
forget there is a proper consideration due to my situ- 
ation (surveying her black dress) as well as to your 
own.”— Here for a moment she paused ; and with a 
deep sigh continued,— Henry Montreville, and I 
repeat his name for the last time, has not been dead 
one twelvemonth, spare me on the subject till then, 
and” 

You will be mine!” cried the now enraptured 
and exulting Glenroy, pronounce tliat word of 
extacy !— say that in a month after that period I may 
call you mine by the most enviable of all titles, — 
husband”. 

I promise you my lord,” pronounced Evadne 
taltering.” 

The earPs fine eyes sparkled with a triumphant ex- 
pression he could no longer controu), — Then I am 
blest beyond the reach of fate,” uttered he, and no 
power on earth can hereafter compel nie to resign you !” 

His lordship appeared at this moment agitated 
almost to fury as he uttered these words; and Evadne, 
terrified and surprised, gazed upon him with the ut- 
most alarm and astonishment. Instantly softening his 
voice, and resuming his usual manner he approached 
her, and pressing her trembling hand to bis lips, re> 
marked with a smile that, — Men who passionately 
love knew not at all times what they were doing. And 
my angel must acknowledge that she transported me 
beyond the bounds of reason,” continued he, as he led 
her into a sumptuous dining room, which was prepared 
for an elegant entertainment. 
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Robinson observed, from certain 
her countenance during dinner, nqi^e.p^^il^w 
conversation had been held between herself and lord 
Glenroy, who, notwithstanding he had declared hiiq- 
self to be transported, became suddenly abstracted in 
conversation ; would rivet his eyes for a considerabfe 
time on the varying countenance of the lovely Evadne, 
and turning away, sigh heavily, till perceiving be was 
observed, he would seem to recover again his usual 
spirits, and laugh and talk with increased animation. 
For several days, however, an unusual gloom pervaded 
the dark and penetrating features of the earl, and one 
morning a packet being delivered into his hands, he 
opened it in the presence of his guests, as they were 
seated at breakfast, and a deadly paleness overspread 
his countenance ; hastily apologising fot being obliged 
to quit them, he retired to his own apartment, where 
be confined himself for many hours, and when he ap* 
peared again, he had by no mc^aus recovered his 
accustomed good humour or vivacity. This ^circum* 
stance did not wholly escape the penetration of doctor 
Robinson, nor yet the observation of Evadne. 

One evening when she had retired to her bed- 
chamber, she found her spirits uncommonly c^epre^sed, 
and, while ruminating on her situation, ber .hf^ 
ached with painful apprehension ; and the ipofet so 
w hen she reflected on the violence of lord* GJicnr^oy^s 
character, which could l>ear no comparison 
mild engaging disposition of her lost Henry 
exclaimed — 

In a few weeks then, and this man will ,be 4be 
iqaster of my fote. Should, 1 ever be.^o uiihappgfjift 
to &U under bis displeasure, how fierce b# 



'thi okphan Bor, or 


1^ mger ; how dreadful his revenge ; how absolute 
ids ^Wer to govern me. Alas' t when I think he 
w displeased, already do I shrink from his violence and 
tremble at his frowns.” 

' Prom such reflections as these Evadne passed many 
a sleepless night in the castle of Glenroy. Not so 
Sophia and Mrs. Bloomfield, who were never weary 
of wandering over the magnificent apartments the 
castle, of inspecting its rich furniture, and of searching 
into every hole and corner they could find worthy of 
their curiosity. One day they called Evadne to look at 
a portrait, which appeared to have l)een much neglect- 
ed, placed behind the door of a small bedchamber ; its 
peculiar expression struck Evadne very forcibly as the 
most fisiscinating she had ever seen. It represented a 
young female* not more than seventeen, beautiful in 
the extreme. Her flaxen hair siiaded a complexion of 
the most transparent whiteness, and her dark blue eyes 
had a celestial mildness in them which was heavenly. 
** Surely,” cried Evadne, “ was that lovely being in 
existence, and looked as she does now painted on the 
canvass, where is the mon.ster that could be found to 
injure such sweetness ?” 

Mrs. Bloomfield declar/’d she supposed it was his 
lordship’s grandmother. 

Sophia protested it was his lordship’s mother. 

** But my dear aunt this portrait is of a modern 
dat^” observed Evadne, surveying it again, “ and I 
should much sooner have suspected it to have been 
lord Glenroy’s wife. 

Lrfnrd child,” cried Mrs. Bloomfield, “ if that had 
be^ the case, do you think it would have been 
wramnied up into that filthy corner ?” 
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To which Evadne replied with an involuntary siglii 

sncli a circumstance might happen ; wives when 
living are too often neglected ; we can hardly then 
credit that when dead they are treated with more 
respect.” 

Pray child don’t fill your head wdth such nonsen- 
sical fancies ” returned Mrs. Bloomfield. For in 
tlie first place his lordship is too sweet a man to 
neglect any woman ; and I dare say in the next that 
lie was never married.” 

“ Jjiit intends shortly to be,” archly remarked 
Soj)liia. 

Evadne sighed ; she looked on the lovely picture, 
and again she was fascinated; she observed written 
under it, though in characters hardly legible, Louida 
of Stralhaven,” and without taking any farther notice, 
resolved to bear this name in her recollection. 

They were then summoned to the grand saloon, 
where they found company had assembled. Sir 
George Courtney and lady Caroline, his sister : she 
was one of those fashionable ladies who consulted ease 
more ilian manners ; and her character was exactly 
such as Miss Carter is represented to be in Mr. 
Morten s humourous comedy of The Cure for the 
Heart Ache. She was disgustingly familiar, imperti- 
nently oflScioiis, and insufferably vain. Sir George 
Courtney, wdth a fine manly countenance, was pos- 
sessed of much vivacity and a great deal of good 
humour ; and though bis understanding was not of 
the finest order, he certainly inherited none of the 
malignant qualities of his sister’s disposition ; miMcu- 
line in person as she was in manners, she introduced 
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to the' colonel’s family with a broad stare, and 
the following salutation : — 

“ Upon iny life, good people, you must take my 
visit to this horrid castle monstrously kind, for my 
lord knows 1 never could endure the sight of these 
fnghtful mountains, without being ready to expire 
w'ith a fit of the vapours.” 

‘‘ Your ladyship is extremely obliging to honour us 
with so early a visit,” said lord Glenroy, ‘‘ and now, 
lady Caroline, allow me to present you to colonel and 
Mrs. Bloomfield, doctor Robinson, Miss Bloomfield, 
and Miss I^e Burney, all of whom are my particular 
friends.” 

Mrs. Bloomfield, Sophia, and Evadne, rose and 
cburtesied to hej, ladyship ; but the colonel and the 
doctor, perfectly disgusted, returned but a slight incii* 
nation of their heads. 

tady Caroline now rose, and flinging her chair 
behind her, almost overturned the breakfast table, as 
she was striding across the room to where lord 
(xlenroy w'as seated ; then squinting through her 
glass, she surveyed Evadne till she absolutely blushed 
at her effrontery, and then in a loud whisper to his 
lordship, she exclaimed — - 

*^That girl with the dark eyes is excessively pretty ; 
her^ce is quite in style a la Rubens, I protest ; and 
the other is not at all contemptible. Pray, my lord, 
i^herfe did you pick them op ?’* 

Lord Glenroy returned no answer to this very ele- 
gant inode of her ladyship’s interrogation, but taking 
her hafid. led her to the window, where they converwd 
a'part. The colonel, in a low key, in the mean time 
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amused tbe doctor with the following observation, in 
which they were joined by Sophia. 

If these are fashionable manners,** cried the 
doctor, by Jove, colonel, they are the queerest that 
ever I witnessed in the whole course of my existence.*’ 


CHAPTER XXXV. 


She puls me in mind of Sir LeoAie Fluttergale 
papa,” cried Sophia laughing. 

Yes, she has got the swim with a vengeance,” 
returned the colonel. 

And the singular no doubt is to follow,” said 
Sopliia. 

At this moment Sir George Courtney entered the 
room : he had been with his groom to the stables and 
was but just returned. And now another introduction 
took place, which, on the part of Sir George, w^as un- 
affected, easy, and perfectly well-bred. He took a 
vacant seat next the colonel, and by his good humour 
and vivacity, amply compensated for the untavorable 
impressions which lady Caroline had excited before 
he came in. She now seated herself beside Evadne, 
whom she declared to be a perfect model for a statue ; 
and whispering in her ear, gave her joy of having 
heard that she was soon to be created a countess: — 
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‘‘ For then you know iny dear creature,” »aid she, 
“ Yo» will be one of us; till then I think I shall begin 
to put you in training.” 

Your ladyship is excessively polite,” replied 
Evadne, a little sarcaslicallv, but I believe I look 
upon your training to be a very useless accomplishment 
on my side ; and I should certainly do no credit to 
your ladyship’s instruction, as I never intend to be a 
woman of fashion.” 

Never intend to be a woman of fashion,” echoed 
lady Caroline, heavens, child ! you have been bar- 
barously educated. Yon country misses are so hor- 
ridly ignorant of polish, that, when you come to town 
you arc so full of your squeamish notions, and so ro- 
mantic and sontiniental that, really child >ou arc only 
fit for the shepherdesses of a century ago.” 

Evadiie’s colour brightened, but she made no reply 
to so malicious an observation : and lady Caroline 
continued ; — 

Now my dear I can tell even your thoughts at this 
present moment.” 

Then you arc probably not pleased tlmt your 
ladyship happens to be the subject of them,” said 
Evadne, colouring still deeper. 

“ O yes my love,” replie*d lady Caroline, “ I per- 
ceive that you are very angry with me; and I am 
actually pleased to find you have so much spirit. 
Positively I took you for Pigmallion’s beautiful statue 
w'ben I came in ; now 1 behold expression, animation, 
and what’s a pretty woman without them ? so let us be 
good friends — meant no arm upon my life — you will be 
used to me in time — serve every body so I come near, 
the more I vex them the more mirth it occasioniii me — 
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that’g my way — and so my dear rustic creature adieu ; 
I am now going to make love to your intended.” 

And away she scampered to the other end of the 
room, to the no small satisfaction of Evadne, who 
thought it would be a work of time to develope such a 
character as lady Caroline Courtney ; and no sooner 
had she quitted her than she forgot all the nothingness 
she had uttered. Sir George thought and gazed on 
Miss he Bnrney as on a divinity; but considering her 
as the bride elect of lord Glenroy, kept his admiration 
within the most respectful bounds. Besides, Evadne’s 
pensive chamcter was not entirely suited to his taste; 
and he began to attach himself wholly to Miss Bloom- 
fic'ld, whose lively hoy don manners completely fasci- 
nated him ; and at the end of a fortnight he betrayed 
symptoms of a strong penchant for the ^oloners pretty 
daughter; which, on the part of Sophia, was perfectly 
reciprocal, Sir George being exactly the man after her 
own heart. 

The company at Glenroy Castle now began to 
divide themselves into little parties; lord Glenroy, 
Evadne, and doctor Robinson ; the colonel, Mrs. 
Bloomlield, and lady Caroline Courtney; and Sir 
George and Sophia rode /:)ut together on horseback 
every morning. What soft things Sir George con- 
trived to say to Sophia on these occasions we know 
not, but it is believed that the colonel received certain 
hints from him which he did not by any means reject; 
and he was soon admitted and acknowledged the lover, 
and looked upon as the affianced husband, of his pretty 
daughter, l^dy Caroline too made use of some methods, 
namely, presenting Mrs. and Miss Bloomfield with 
some handsmme trinkets, as slight memorials of her 
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r^rd, to render her manners less du^nsting than 
they had been on a first acqnaintaiice. ,,And;her My 
ship continued her new style of polishing manners by 
uttering innumerable rude things without giving the 
least ofience to her auditors. 

With Evadne however, lady Caroline was generally 
more reserved; who being already the object of her 
envy, she soon became the object of her hatred. But 
her malevolence towards this lovely creature often re- 
ceived a check when in the presence of lord Glenroy ; 
and her tongue was awed into silence when she per- 
ceived the homage which he paid to his young and 
lovely affianced wife. With others, however, lady 
Caroline was always listened to with attention, and 
laughed at behind her back. 

It was on the first morning in the month of J uly 
that Evadne, in compliance with the earnest request of 
lord Glenroy, threw aside her mourning habiliments, 
and appeared at breakfast in a plain robe of the purest 
white. Nothing could look more beautiful, and no 
one could be more truly unconscious of it than herself. 
The earl saluted her as she came in, and led her in 
triumph to a mirror which reflected at full length her 
light and aerial figure. 

** Now my angel, cried he, you are yourself 
again, and without the aid of ornament, are more 
beautiful 


** Then painting can express*'. 


« Or 

** Youthful poets fancy when they love.** 


eaclaimod lady Caroline CourUiey ; and inning to 
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Sophia, observed Hthat his lordship made himself 
perfectly ridiculous, that it was an absolute bore to be 
sounding in every creature’s ears such extravagant 
praises of his pretty piece of still life. Positively,’* 
continued her ladyship, ’tis enough to surfeit one, 
and remember child that another morning I bring 
down my volatile with me, for if his lordship goes 
on Ri this rate there will be no enduring it, 1 shall be 
ready to faint.” 

Sophia, who envied her beautiful cousin, could have 
heartily joined in this sarcasm, but was well aware she 
durst not without hazarding the earl’s displeasure ; 
she thought it more prudent, therefore, to remain 
silent till his being absent would give her an opportu* 
nity to express her malignant feelings, which were 
considerably increased by Sir George Courtney having 
more than once remarked, that Miss Le Burney wae 
indisputably the most lovely woman he had ever seen. 

While Sophia was cherishing in her bosom seliti* 
ments which rendered her disgraceful to her sex, the 
unconscious object of her envy was partaking of 
breakfast with a cheerfulness and sweet serenity of 
countc aance which she had not shewn since the cont- 
mencement of her mourning for Henry Montreville, 
and the delighted lord Glenroy obtained her consent 
to meet him in his library at twelve o’clock, after 
which they proposed taking an airing in his lordship’s 
carriage, accompanied by the worthy doctor Robinson. 

As Evadne was returning to her own apartment, 
her ear was assailed by the harsh tones of Mrs. Bloom* 
Seld’^ voice in the act of reppimanditig her favourite, 
confidential, and obliging Mrs. Handy, for thecommis* 
sion of some unpardonable feolt of which it appeared 

n B 
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she had been guilty ; Mrs. Bloomfield addressing her 
in language which would have disgraced Billingsgate 
even in the sprat season. 

“ Get out of my sight you filthy slut, get out of my 
sight you stinking jade; tramp I say, you most 
abominable shameless hussey.” 

Mrs. Handy now fell on her knees, and in doleful 
accents uttered — 

“ As I hopes to be saved, mem, 1 never had sicli a 
miss forten happen to me afore, and if so be as how 
Mr. Smart will keep his word and marry me, why 1 
do hopes and prays mem that how your ladyship will 
forgive me, seeing as how I was never so overcome 
afore mem.” 

Mrs. Handy having made this eloquent oration, 
rose from her suppliant position, and began to wipe 
her. eyes with her apron, but the efibrts she made to 
excuse herself only served to add fuel to fire, in the 
enraged eyes of Mrs. Bloomfield, who continued to 
load .her with the bitterest invectives, concluding her 
last sentence with. the following consoling assurance — 

“ Dp yon think, hussey, your sinful soul will be 
saved . 

“ I dp hopes and prays so,” whimpered Mrs. Handy. 

“ You lie, boldface,” returned Mrs. Bloomfield, 
“ you are a lost sheep for ever.” 

** Oh ! dear heart what will become of me,” cried 
the affrighted abigail, and at this instant Evadne, who 
had stole softly up stairs with the intention to inter- 
cede for Mrs. Handy, gave a gentle tap at the door, 
and Mrs. Bloomfield became silent, but poor Handy, 
screaming as loud as her lungs would let her, 
exclaimedr- . . - ■ . . ■ 
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lie’s comingr^ he’s coining ; Oh ! dear the. 

devil is coming sure enough.” 

Evadne now put her head in at the door, and, in 
spite of her anger, Mrs. Bloomfield could not help in- 
dulging herself in a hearty laugh. 

Mrs. Handy I dare say you may go down stairs, 
and my aunt will talk to you some other time. Will 
you dismiss Handy, madam ?” cried Evadne. 

Aye, let her go about her business,” cried Mrs. 
Bloomfield ; but I’ll be bound, niece, if you knew 
how much the hussey is in fault, you would think I 
had reason enough to be angry with her.” 

Mrs. Handy had by this time withdrawn, and 
Evadne, who had heard only part of their conversation, 
bad no idea of the extent of Mrs. Handy’s indiscretion. 

Indeed aunt,” said Evadne, I hepe you will be 
indticed to pardon the poor girl, as 1 heard her say' it 
was her first fault, and she seems very penitent.” 

F irst fault,” echoed Mrs. l[^loonifield ; first fault 
indeed, why niece you don’t seem to know what you 

arc talking of ; why the wench is 1 protest and 

vow 1 blush to tell you, she is with child !” 

With child! madam,” said Evadne, shocked and 
surprised. ‘Ms it possible under this roof any of his 
loixlsliip’s domestics should have dared to injure an 
innocent girl, and forget that respect w^hich was due to 
their master and his guests.” 

Mrs. Bloomfield then observed that she had for 
some time remarked an unusual rotundity in Mrs. 
Handy’s shape; she bad likew^ise noticed some fami- 
liarities with Mr. Smart, which she did not deem 
exactly proper ; and perceiving her roundness evi^ry 
day to increase instead of diminishing, had resolved 
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that veiy morning to question hor on the subject, and 
had extorted from her a full confession of the nature 
of her indiscretion. She then declared she should im- 
Bsediately acquaint his lordship with the whole affair, 
and that either Mr. Smart should resign his place or 
be compelled to render justice to Mrs. Handy. With 
this declaration Mrs. Bloomfield flounced out of the 
room, and Evadne repaired to the library to keep her 
appointment with lord Glenroy. Her heart beat with 
redoidded violence when she perceived he was already 
there, and she timidly pronounced as she approached 
him— 

“ I hope, my lord, I have not given you the trouble 
of waiting?” 

No, my best life, and if you had, 1 think I could 
have been pereuaded to pai'don you,” cried he. Per- 
ceiving her agitated, he continued, ‘‘ Evadne, why are 
you thus alarmed ? Heaven is my witness how' 
ardently 1 have wished for the commencement of this 
day. 1 behold it with rapture, and hail it as the 
auspicious omen of the felicity of my life. Tell me 
then candidly, Evadne, do you in any degree partake 
of those transports which at this moment possess my 
whole soul ? or does Evadne retract her promise given 
on this day month to her enraptured Glenroy ?” 

Evadne covered with blushes replied — 

What proofs, my lord, have 1 given you to tax 
my conduct with such inconsistency ?” 

"Oh! your excessive agitation. This tremor 
on your spirits, his lordship answered — 

" May be a proof that 1 possess feeling,” returned 
Evadne, " but it can give you no right to suppose that 
1 intend to deceive you ; nor will I ; therefore, 



THB TBST OF IlfXOCENCB. 


817 


my lord, while I have • the power to call my 
words and actions my own, I request you „ will 
have the goodness to hear me. Should any act of my 
life hereafter occasion your displeasure, among the 
number of my faults you will not have to charge me 
with duplicity. If you can accept a hand which has 
not either high birth nor fortune to recommend it to 
your notice, it is yours ; if you can receive a heart 
deeply wounded in its first love, and which can never 
cease to throb at the recollection of the object it once 
adored, that is likewise yours ; and if after this con- 
fession you can regard the woman who feels it neces- 
sary to have no disguise in the present moment of 
communication, why tlien 1 am truly yours, and the 
study of my whole life will be devoted to your happi- 
ness.” * 

Lord Gleiiroy’s countenance became pale when 
Evadne first addressed him, but at her concluding 
words, so sweetly, so modestly, and so ingeniously 
delivered, he brightened up, and he exclaimed in the 
most animated tones — 

One kiss, iny angel, to ratify this blessed con- 
tract, which here I swear shall never by me be broken 
by unkindness and reproach* Oh ! my Evadne, I am 
so suf remely blest in calling you mine for ever, that I 
envy not that human being in existence,” and he im- 
printed a kiss on her glowing cheek. He then quitted 
her for a few moments and returned with the colonel, 
who sung, danced, and cried all in a breath, and declared 
that the completion of his every wish was now accom- 
plished ; that his dear Laura^s child would be coun- 
tess of Glenroy ; his darling Sophia would be the wife 
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of Sir Greorge Courtney, and that he himself stood a 
chance of being made a great uncle and a grandfather 
all in one year. This observation heightened the 
colour in Evadiie^s cheeks, but the colonel would have 
his humour, and continued to raise much mirth at the 
expence of the intended brides and bridegrooms in the 
course of that day. 

The very moment that Mrs. Bloomfield could pro- 
cure half an hour’s audience with lord Gleiiroy, she 
related the sad mishap of Mrs. Handy, and the fruits 
which were likely to be produced from the gallantry of 
Mr. Smart, which so highly incensed his lordship that 
he determined to dismiss him his service immediately ; 
but a thought occurring that it would not be the most 
likely way of redressing poor Handy’s wrongs, he 
resolved lie should make instant reparation by mar- 
riage ; and Mr. Smart was summoned to appear before 
his Lordship, who fell on his knees and confessed the 
impropriety of his conduct in the most submissive 
terms, declaring that, with Mrs. Bloomfield’s approba- 
tion and the earl’s consent, he was ready to lead Mrs, 
Handy to the altar whenever they should tie pleased 
to appoint ; on which his lordship uas induced to seal 
fais pardon, and he was dismissed^ though not without 
a very useful sermon being preaclied on the impropriety 
of his conduct, with a caution to avoid such indiscre- 
tions for the future. This business being finally set- 
tled to the satisfaction of all parties, the carl was shut 
up a considerable pari of the evening with his lawyer, 
who drew up a deed in which it appeared that his lord- 
ship consigned to Evadne the .sum of four thousand 
pounds to be annually paid into her own hands for the 
residue of her life, commencing on the day of her mar- 
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ria^e, and at her demise was to devolve to l\fr chil- 
dren. This settlement was Biji^ned and sealed in the 
presence of colonel Bloomfield and doctor Robinson, 
who acknowledged, however lovely and amiable the 
object on whom it w'as bestowed, that it w^as the most 
exalted and liberal mark of his lordship’s afFection, 
and the strongest proof of attachment that could be 
given to the w'oman w'hom he loved they had ever yet 
witnessed. 

His lordship was indulged with Evadne’s company 
alone about an hour before supper, in which short 
time he made use of the most persuasive language to 
induce her to fix an early day for their marriage. She 
bluslied and was silent ; but the earl continued to 
plead liis cause so powerfully, and informing her that 
it was the intention of his friend Sir George to com- 
mence bridegroom at the same time, she without fur- 
ther liesitation named the ensuing morning, at which 
his lordship threw himself at her feet, declaring he 
was t’le most enviable of mortals. Before the supper 
was quite removed, the joy which beamed from every 
countenance, the malignant lady Caroline alone 
excepted, w^as very soon remarked by those who waited 
at table, and the news spread like wildfire through 
the castle of Glenroy. 

Mr. Smart hastened to Mrs, Handy with the intel- 
ligence, who received it with many a sly leer and tempt- 
ing smile, the meaning of which was perfectly 
understood by Mr. Smart, who chucking her under the 
chin, acknowledged that he had not the least objection 
to follow his lordship’s example. For yon know, 
Handy,” cried he, like master like man.” 

Well, you may be like your master, that’s for 
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sarten,*'^ returned Mrs. Handy, but I am sure I a’nt 
a bit like n^y old frump of a missuss/' 

The bell nour rung, and Smart scampered up stairs. 
Candles were ordered in the back drawing-room, and 
thither the four gentlemen repaired, leaving the four 
ladies to consult on matters that required very serious 
deliberation, namely — what was to be the colour of 
their wedding dresses. 

Mrs. Bloomfield was now in her element, and pour- 
ing out a glass of wine, she first saluted lady Caroline, 
who was not in the sweetest of all tempers, with, 

Come here’s your ladyship’s health, and who knows 
now the ice is once broke, as the saying is, what may 
follow : better late than never, au’t it my lady and, 
too highly pleased to remark her ladyship’s sour looks, 
drank off her glass. Sophia w^as obliged to have re- 
course to her pocket-handkerchief to hide a laugh 
which she found it impossible to restrain ; and lady 
Caroline ready to expire with rage, knew not how to 
contain herself within bounds; and finding a fit of 
hysterics coming on, took out her bottle of salts. 
Evadne who imagined that her ladyship was really ill, 
rose from her chair to assist her with that gentle sweet- 
ness for which she uras remarkable w hen, lady Caroline 
pushing her from her with the greatest rudeness, 
bawled out, — Keep your distance — shan’t come near 
me — you are all monsters — all barbarians— you have 
no nerves — no tender, delicate sensibilities.” 

Mrs. Bloomfield was rather rough in her retort 
upon her ladyship, for placing her arms a kiinbo, she 
made use of the following expressions in addressing 
her. — 

1 don’t know what the devil your ladyship means 
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by calling us monsters and such like names ;^but VA 
have you to know my lady that, 1 was born iu a 
Christian land as well as yourself, and I think, for the 
matter of that, you had better look at home. Mons- 
ters indeed! I vow and protest I never beard the like 
in my born days.” 

Fvadne now again mildly interposed, “ pray dear 
aunt, pray lady Caroline, let me beseech you for your 
own sakes not to let this difference go any further. 
So()iria why don't you assist me, and persuade them 
to have j>eare? Remember that to-morrow is my 
wedJing-day. 

" And iiiY wedding-day mamma,” cried Sophia, 
and 1 am t uro nothing should put you out of temper 
wht u y.nj think of that : come lady Caroline be good 
htnnourod/' * 

" w hy does she study ill-natured frightful old 
. rjg;> on purpose to torment me,” pouted lady 

‘ Oil, the gracious !” exclaimed Mrs. Bloomfield, 
n >w' I can see it as plain as a pike statf, your lady- 

*-hip was offended because I happened to say” 

Pray mamma don’t say any more,” said Sophia. 

“ Well. I have done, I shan’t say any more, not 
anoii:er word, and provided my lady is agreeable to do 
the : ame why there’s an end on it,” returned Mrs. 

Laiij 4 aroline very condescendingly put up her 
bottle of salts and began to shew symptoms of rcturn- 
ing good humour, not chusing a second time to attack 
Mrs. Bloomfield with her own w eapons, clearly per- 
ceiving that, her antagonist, from the slight specimen 
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alread;^ given, was as well fortified with the powers of 
speech as herself. 

Harmony being bncc more restored, and the gentle- 
men returned to their society, this little fracas was 
totally forgotten through the exhilarating smiles of the 
earl and the good-humoured vivacity of Sir George 
Courtney, whom we shall both leave, as they went to 
bed in the pleasing contemplation of the happiness 
which the eventful morrow was to bring forth, while 
we return to the lovely Evadne, now' arrived at the 
most awful and critical period of her exisleiice. 

The doubtful scale in which iniscTV or happiness is 
thrown contains many blanks and prices ; and even 
they wdio win receive the dear-bought treasure with 
trembling hands, uncertain Iiow long they may be able 
to possess it uneinbitteiod by the evils of human life. 
Shuddering at these reflections, Evadne, w ith a dread 
on her spirits which she had never before encountered, 
dared not investigate the nature of her fe^elings, which 
tended too strongly to remind her of dc*partcd happi- 
ness with an object she had adored. She however 
acquired sufficient resolution to take from her bosom 
the picture of her lost Henry Montreville without 
casting her eyes once on the deariresemblance : and 
hastily depositing it in a cabinet she thought secure 
from sacrilegious hands, murmured a short but fervent 
prayer to that being, without whoso aid all mortal 
power is ineflTectual ; and without whose knowiedge 
human actions cannot be achieved, whether tending to 
promote virtue, or inclining to evil propensities. 

Miss Bloomfield was the first up and dressed of the 
youthful brides. Elegantly attired in white sarsener, 
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anti her vtaist, neckj and arms richly ornamented with 
pearls, she tript down stairs light as the gossamer, 
where Sir George impatiently waik?d to receive her. 

In a few iniimtes lord Glenroy triumphantly led 
lorth tlie blushing Evadne. Her dress was a plain 
white cambric muslin; and a white rose which his 
lordship liad gathered and placed in her bosom, was 
the only ornament which could be discovered about 
her. Her luxuriant dark liair vvas, as she usually wore 
it, braided in the Grecian style. But to do ample 
justice to lier lovely countenance as it varied every 
insiant through the agitation of her spirits is impos- 
sible. Doctor Robinson thought that, unless, ahe 
became more composed, a little of Ids assistance^ as 
well as advice, would be essentially necessary; and he 
determined to place himself as near h»r as he possibly 
could both before and after the ceremony had taken 
place. 

At length the carriages appeared to convey them 
to *ds lordship’s chapel ; and now they began to form 
a procession of equal sized boyS and girls who were 
the first in the groupe, and whose occupation consist- 
ed in strewing fresh gathered flowers from the castle 
gates to the entrance of the chapel. The concourse 
of people whicli lined each side of the pathway was 
innumerable. In the first carriage was the earl and, 
for the last time vve shall call her so, Miss Le Burney ; 
the second, Sir George Courtney and Sophia; the 
third, the colonel and his highly delighted Lucy; and 
the fourth carriage contained the Doctor and lady 
Caroline, w ho, on this occasion, proved a most viva- 
cious and pleasant companion : for the present, all 
ill-natured reflections were confined to her own bosom, 
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from whence they wei’e only to escape at particular 
periods. 

During the ceremony the paleness of Evadne’s com** 
plexion proved her to be near fainting; but the assist- 
ance of Doctor Robinson, who kindly supported her 
and exhorted her to cheerfulness and resolution, was 
extremely beneficial at this trying moment ; and in a 
tremulous voice, but with the most solemn emphasis, 
she pronounced I WILJL.” The irrevocable sen- 
tence had now passed her lips, and the remainder 
of the ceremony w^as excellently performed by the 
reverend divine, who, having concluded the service, 
offered up a short but eloquent prayer that, their days 
might be long and prosperous, and their felicity ren- 
dered complete by a fruitful and happy union. Sophia 
went through her part with infinitely more spirit ; and 
the earl and Sir George, first saluting their youthful 
brides, returned, as may naturally be supposed, happy 
and transported bridegrooms to Glenroy Castle; 
where we will leave to the imagination of the reader 
what rejoicings, what mirth, what revelling, what 
feasting, and what dancing crowned the remainder of 
this so long expected and eventful day. 
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Four mouths now glided imperceptibly away, and 
lord Glenroy in the possession of Evadne appeared to 
be the most enviable of human beings. Sometimes he 
would fix his eyes on her as if his happiness increased 
r)y gazing. Nothing indeed could raise her higher in 
liis estimation than the system of conduct she invari- 
ably adopted. She %vas neither too fine a lady to be 
totally unmindful of her household concerns, nor yet so 
great a slave to its exertions, as to forged the formali- 
ties which were now due to her rank and exalted 
station. There were times when scvjiety claimed a 
precedence to all other pursuits ; and though not ab- 
solutely compelled to devote herself to study, yet she 
found conversation could possess but few attractions 
eitj[;er in public or private circles where the uncul- 
tivated mind preseiUed a blank. • Thus did the coun- 
tess of Glenroy contrive to blend instruction with 
amusement, and domestic and religious duties; so that 
when she becahie more generally knowm, she was 
estimated as a very oxtraV>rdinary creature, and a very 
unfashionable cliaracter in the beau nionde. Lady 
C’aroline had often insidiously remarked where she 
visited that, it was hinted, the earPs pretty wife W'as 
highly romantic ; and that being the case, the poor 
creature was infinitely to be pitied for being so mon- 
strously absurd and so excentric in her notions. This 
intelligence agreeably surprised some crest-fallen 
duchess; and lady Caroline’s discourse was greedily 
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devoured by the green and envious girls who had heard 
of the extreme beauty of lady Glenroy. But (he tale 
gained no credit with the judicious and liberal few^, 
>vho, having once seen and conversed with the coun- 
tess, instantly pronounced a favorable judgment of her 
character, and generously acknowledged that they 
had seldom before witnessed so great a superiority of 
beauty blended with such engaging sweetness and 
huaiiUty« 

Si^ George Courtney had removed to his ow^n man- 
sion, accompanied, for the present, by the colonel and 
Mrs. Bloomfield. Courtney Hall w^as a very beautiful 
estate not many miles distant from the castle, so that 
they became, through fashion’s sake more than esteem, 
constant visitors at Glenroy ; where they were always 
certain of seeing^personages of the most exalled rank 
and station paying their devotion at the shrine of 
beauty, grace, and virtue ; w hich w as the appellation 
now generally bestowed on the beautiful countess. 
But the earl was soon displeased at the marked adula- 
tion which every where followed her; and at last 
proposed that, they should only visit witli a few^ select 
parties; declaring he had seen enougii of fashionable 
society to live for ever secluded from its baneful in- 
fluence. Holding out such ^irguinents to his lovely 
wife of the w'ay that fashionable couples lived, and of 
the ruinous consequences w^hich too frequently ensued 
from such examples, her delicacy w as shocked, and 
her timid fears alarmed lest the earl might imagine she 
entered with too much spirit into the gay scenes which 
so splendidly surrounded her. With a sweet sincerity 
of expression she openly avowed her objection to the 
crowded parties which every night appeared at (he 
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castle ; acknowledge! ng, while truth marked every turn 
of her lovely fascinating countenance, that no addi- 
tional society was necessary to render her more truly 
grateful for the blessings she enjoyed, nor could any 
company be more agreeable than his own. The earl 
passionately embracing her exclaimed — 

Oh, lovliest angel ! you are indeed all that my 
fond heart CcTii wish ! but, do I hear right ! can my 
I^vaclne indeed relinquish that society she was born to 
adorn ? can she so early sequester those beauties in 
solitude? Oh ! can she hide those charms from all the 
world, and in retirement confess that she is happier 
with Glcnroy.’* 

The countess, with an artlessness which at times was 
familiar with her, fixt her dark eyes on those of the 
earl, and placing her arm gently thrdugh his, softly 
pronounced - 

Where should Evadne rest her hopes, center her 
wishes, or fix her happiness but in the confidence and 
affixtion of her husband.” 

The action was beautiful, and it is needless to add, 
the raptures, the panegyrics which were uttered by the 
earl on the occasion ; but from that very hour the 
castle was, from a theatre of fashion, converted into a 
friendly meeting ; and no male or female was ever 
admitted within its walls whose characters bore the 
smallest approximation to licentiousness. The sudden 
dismissal of many at first occasioned surprise, and 
some mortification ; but was soon forgot by attributing 
motives to his lordsliip’s conduct which were very 
foreign to the real cause that had induced him to 
dispense with their visits ; and the subject after being 
canvassed by the fashionables till something more 
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novel engaged their attention became a nine da>'s 
wonder and was thought no more of. 

Evadne in her now elevated station never forgot 
(for with some people short memories are usual on 
these occasions) that she had once been an orphan 
dependant on the bounty of her uncle, and the propen- 
sities of her nature led her to follow the precepts of 
Christianity not in theory but by universal practice. 
The unfortunate never told their tale without being 
compassionated ; and the poor never bogged without 
relief from her benevolent hands. It was her delight 
to clothe the naked, to feed the hungry, and comfort 
the sick ; and when in the presence of lady Caroline 
and lady Courtney she would often extend her bounty 
to the mutilated seamen w'ho implored her pity at the 
castle gates, they would endeavour to ridicule her 
charitable disposition. Lady Caroline in particular 
always concluding that she w as monstrously absurd ; 
her character indeed she dared not impeach, as she 
perceived it to be a standard of such excellence, and 
her lord so completely adored her, there was not the 
most distant prospect that she could ever succeed in 
defaming her. All therefore lady Caroline could do 
was, the poor satisfaction of remaining sullenly silent 
whenever she heard the countess praised, which was 
frequently the case, as her liberal donations to those 
whom she had relieved from the lowest depths of 
poverty and sickness, had registered her name on the 
tablet of the grateful heart too strongly ever again to 
be obliterated. 

One morning as the earl and countess sat at break- 
fast (the worthy doctor Robinson having quitted them 
with the intention of soon re-visiting Scotland again) 
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they were surprised by seeing lady Courtney’s carriage 
drive down the avenue; and it being but ten o'clock, 
w'ere at a loss what cause to attribute so early a visit 
to. Presently they beheld lady Caroline, not lady 
Courtney alight, and with her usual elegant and easy 
mode of striding into the room she thus accosted them. 

Your long* winded staircase is positively enough 
to aiiinliilatc one. Can't wait a moment — have not 
time — full of business — ^receive company at one pre- 
cisely — the Courtneys insist on your accompanying me 
back to the hall, where w'e are going to have such 
sport i glorious sport, I promise you. Sophia and Sir 
George declare they won’t be denied the pleasure of 
your company, so allons — you know I am always in a 
hurry — I wont, no I wont positively wait longer tlia^ 
ten miuiite;^.” 

But, my dear creature, said the earl, what, may I 
ask, is the glorious sport you allude to ? Have you 
got a favourite monkey iq training^ or^n exhibitio^i 
jof something more womlerful ?■” 

Something more productive of amusement than 
you can possibly imagine,” returned lady Caroline. 

1 protest 1 can hardly get it out without being ready 
to expire with laughing, but this animal is nothing 
more than a poor devil of an authoress who has been 
for this month past pestering lady Courtney aiul 
myself with letters for patronage and subscription 
money and so forth. She has now actually bad the 
audacity to beg an audience to read her poems, 1 
think she calls them, which she humbly presumes 
(mark the aflccted humiUty of the creature) t.o hope 
will be deemed worthy of aur . ladyship?.’ altentioii, so 
out of a bit of sport, you know*, Sophia and I aa .w ei cii 
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Iier pathetic letter, sig^ned ‘‘ Run da and 

by way of diversion have ordered her to come to the 
hall4o rend her nonsense : and do you know that the 
creature never once suspects that we arc only goinii^ to 
quiz her. She is positively coming ; can any thing 
be more delightful ? Lady Courtney has actually sent 
c^rds round to all her friends, that is to a few particu- 
larSj to come and w itness this extraordinary and w him- 
sical exhibition. 

And has Sophia really done this V* exclaimed 
lady GJenroy, shocked and disgusted at such wanton 
cruelty of disposition. She would have inveighed 
most bitterly against such proceedings, had not a 
thought occurred that by her so doing she might proba- 
bly lose an opportunity pf being serviceable to the unfor- 
tunate object of their derision, w horn before she beheld 
she determined to befriend; she therefore accepted the 
invitation with evident satisfaction, and his lordship, 
who sought not to enquire why or wherefore she went, 
declared he should be happy to accompany her. The 
'pountess now rung for Hannah, and desiring her to 
bring her down a veil, threw it over her beautiful face, 
and prepared to follow lady Caroline, who was all 
impatience to be gone ; but observing the unadorned 
and plain dress of the countess, she stopped short, and 
with a sarcastic smile observed, as she applied her 
glass to survey the level) and perfect form before her — 

Well, I vow and protest, lady Glenroy, you arc 
the most singular woman in existence ; and positively 
if you did not look so provpkingly handsome in disha- 
bille, you w'ould be monstrously laughed at for dressr 
}ng so frightfully plain; but, good Heavens! you 
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beauties can take any shape you please, so come 
along/’ 

The countess made no reply to these observations, 
dictated by pure envy, but his lordship could not resist 
a smile, as jealousy sat triumphant on the sallow coun- 
tenanc e of lady Caroline, and iii spite of the finest 
and most delicate rouge, with the united assistance of 
(Jovvland*s Ijotion, Parisian Crcaii, Oriental Wash, 
and a thousand other nameless washes besides, her 
complexion could bear no comparison to nature^s pure 
red and white in the glowdng cheeks of Evadne. The 
sight was suffocating, and the window w'as opened to 
give her ladyship air, as she declared the heat w^as un- 
commonly distressing. The earl smiled again (methinks 
his lordship was somewhat rude), and remarked, it 
appeared ^very extraordinary that the ladies, now in- 
dulging themselves by wearing apparel more calcu- 
lated to give one an idea of what had formerly been 
wwn by their mother Eve, could have any reason to 
he eternally complaining of heat. This observation 
W'as a very pointed one of his lordship’s, and, gods 
and goddesses ! lady Caroline Courtney blushed, as 
well she might, at the almost transparent drapery 
which shaded indeed, hut by no means concealed her 
bosom. With one of those horse laughs, however, 
which she generally introduced w'hen put to her last 
shifts, and which she styled extremely fashionable, she 
exclaimed, looking through the window — ^ 

Oh ! merciful Heaven ! there is that frightful old 
crabbed monster, Sir William Harman. Pray, my 
dear lord, don’t let him see you, for if you do, the 
wTctch w'ill insist on going with us to the hall, and I 
shall be ready to expire if he docs. Oh ! ho is the 
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Yt}0Kt cynic ! the most insufTcrable old animal in 
creation !'* 

Hardly had these words escaped her ladyship’s lips, 
when Sir William, mountcnl on horseliack, his groom 
following, rode up to the side of tlie carriage, and 
bowing to the earl, heartily congratulated him upon 
his marriage, declaring that he had long been anxious 
to pay his respects to him and his fair bride, and he 
was now' happy at the meeting which this opportunity 
afforded him. The earl returned Sir William’s salute 
roost cordially — had long known and admired his sin* 
gularities, which tended only to rail at folly and ridi- 
cule fashionable vices ; and perhaps there was not ano* 
tlier being at this juncture whose conversation w'as so 
grateful, and whom he wouldso willingly admit to his so- 
ciety, as SirWilliam Harman. ’Twas in vain, therefore? 
that lady Caroline drew up her head and looked cold 
and repelling. SirWilliam not deigning to make her 
ladyship of the slightest consequence, dismounted, and 
desiring his groom to lead his horse round to Court- 
ney Park, jum[>cd into tl»e carriage. He now nodded 
to lady Caroline, who scarce retumhig his salute, 
looked out of the window. 

I am used to your saur looks but cloirt mind 
them,” observed Sir William ; then turning to tlie 
earl, and now and then rividiiig his eyes on the mild 
seraphic countenance of the countess, became silent 
till they reached the park, wltere Sir George appeared 
with his usual good hiinionr to w elcome his guests. 
Sir William was too perfectly well known to wait for, 
or intreut, much ceremony, as lie very composedly 
walked into the drawing room and seated himself 
before he attempted to recognise any part of the com- 
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pany, just nodding to the mistress of the house as he 
entered in the same way he had done to lady Caroline. 

Sopliia had since her marriage become so fine a lady 
that, she scarcely ever stirred but from her drawing- 
room to her carriage ; and her disposition never amia- 
ble, was rendered still less so, now that she had 
an opportunity of exercising an unlimited autliority, 

WKm Miss Bloomfield, she bad been a spoiled 
child, and the difierence was only this, that now she 
was a spoiled wife; and the natural bent of her extra- 
\ttgant and thoughtless mind exhibited itself in a 
thousand little absurdities, as detrimental to the fprlune 
of Sir Ceorge, as they were obnoxious to society. 
Had Evadne been still the poor Orphan depending on 
the bounty and protection of her father, she would 
never have been noticed by the* fashionable lady 
Courtney ; but the case was widely different with the 
countess of Glcnroy, she w^as now necessary as an 
ac(^uaintance ; and still more eminently raised in rank 
and fortune than herself was the idol of an admiring 
world. Lady Courtney^s doors therefore were always 
opeji to receive and welcome her dear cousin ; and 
when Evadne entered the drawing room, she was 
happy publicly to dccljire that, the beautiful countess 
was her relation. While lady Courtney w^as going 
round the room with this geneial information, Sir 
William Harman suddenly exclaimed, after gazing 
intently on Evadne— 

Cuirt give credit to it — no such thing — don^t see 
any resemblance whatever.’’ 

Mrs. Bloomfield, who happened to be seated next to 
him, bridled up and confirmed what her daughter had 
just been asserting that, it was well known tlie countess 
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of Glenroy was her neice; and that it was hard indeed 
if people were not allowed to know their own rela- 
tions.*’ 

By Jove, madam returned Sir William, but 
the case is much harder when poor relations are unac- 
knowledged and treated with contempt by rich ones: 
and this too is one of fashion’s blessed laws — the 
blessings of refinement : compared to which the pea- 
sant’s hut is paradise, and its. inhabitants are angels 
to those devils. Plcase4o remark n^dam, I call those 
fair creatures devils who invei't society and invent 
odious customs and barbarous habits to establish their 
new school for fashionable refinement.” 

Poor Mrs. Bloomfield was struck dumb; and Sir 
William might as well have attempted to talk algebra 
to her as to have’ made her comprehend a syllable of 
what he had been saying. 

At this instant the door opened, and a servant an- 
nounced the arrival of Miss Gurney the poor authoress, 
to whom the company had betm previously invited, 
and were to partake of anentertaimnent perfectly of a 
novel kind, which was to conclude, in lady Caroline’s 
own words, with a delightful hoax against tlii.s un- 
fortunate daughter of the inuses. Lady Courtney, 
smoth^^ring an affected giggle, and without rising from 
her chair, desired that Miss Gurney might be instantly 
admitted. ^ 

Some few boarding school misses and old maids had 
their eyes riveted towards the door upon the stretch of 
curiosity to ece tlie animal^ as they termed her, make 
Her first appearance into a room, but with few excep- 
tions, of an admirable set of quizzes. The compas- 
sionate heart of the generous cotintess ached for the 
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fftraiigfcr’s reception, who would now be expend to 
the animadversions of such inhuman wretches (for 
w hat can bo estimated more unfeeling than to betray an 
inclination to sport w'itli the feelings of the unfortu- 
nate) and she turned her eyes with increased anxiety 
to see her come in, determined to befriend her to the 
utmost extent of her power, and to fly to her assistance 
should their brutality go so far as to insult her. 

At length the phenomenon appeared ; but, Oh ! how 
crest-fallen were the disappointed looks of some ma- 
lignant spirits, when, a female, not more than thirty, 
liabitcd in deep mourning, entered the splendid apart- 
ment of lady Courtney. Her figure was delicate and 
graceful ; and her pule countenance, and emaciated 
looks were expressive of the deepest^anguish ; while 
her fine dark eyes, although they did not shine with 
brilliancy, had yet a language in them so expreswive of 
a great mind and a noble heart struggling with worldly 
affliction yet bowing witli patient submission to the 
will of providence, that, no hearts, but those present, 
could have dared to insult her respectable feelings, 
or have implanted a sharper thorn than that which 
poverty had already inflicted. A hectic of a moment 
passoc! her cheek as she addressed the haughty and Un- 
feeling lady Caroline; and when she titiiidly cast her 
eyes round the room and surveyed the motly group,' 
she shrunk back from the humiliating and painful task 
necessity had imposed on her. 

Well, Mrs. or Miss what-d’ye-call-em—- bless me, 

how tVirgettul 1 am,” cried lady Caroline, your name 

I think is Giirnev.” 

¥ 

The stranger bowed her head, and bowed gracefully 
too, (o the no small astonishment of her disappointud 
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ladyship; adio found if she went on in thi$ manner, 
there would be no &tr c^ortunity either of hoaxinf 
«fl- qnizmng this helpless female, she therefore, with a 
eupencilioBS smile, oentianed — 

.*i' Well little Miss Sappho, where are your pathe* 
tiesw” This speech, uttered in a tone of the greatest 
trosy, produced a titter among the misses: — but 
ajnropos,” continued the inflexiLle lady Candine, 
^ befoio you begin to treat us with your rhapsodies, 
you had better go down stairs into the kitchen and 
desire the cook to give you something ro eat, for posi- 
•^vely, by your thread-paper appejirance, you don't 
aeem to have tasted a morsel these six months; or 
camelion like, perhaps you feed upon air Miss Sappho.’* 
Here the giggle was exchanged ibr a horse laugh ; 
smd her ladyship now in hopes that a general (fuizzing 
would soon take place, perceived not that the emotions 
of the trembling heart-broken stranger p>-oyented her 
&om making a reply. 

William Harman, whatever were his thoughts, 
gat a silent spectator of a scene which appea- ed to 
engross his whole attention ; but lady Gleuroy with 
mudi difficulty repressed the indignation which she 
-Silt towards a* conduct, which, she conceived, had 
-arrhmd at the highest pitch of barbarity ; and she 
groadd instantly have quitted Courtney Hall in di^ust, 
Jud aot motives of humanity and the strongest com- 
passion withheld her. 

,/ ‘The'poUid cheek oftite wretched poetess now glowed 
:«iUi dignified resentment, and with trembling hands 
she drew from a little green bag the nmauHcripl of her 
fMiems; but her voice faltered, and she turned pale as 
nhe cast her eyes upon tlie title-page. 
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6ll attention,” cried lady Caroline, aridi 
no# lirftfiroot ftirHier preface begin, p^ay do, tit^' Miei 
Sapp&lb. Come let ns liave proper emphasis and dig- 
cretidn ; but I had forgot to ask au essential' 

Are 'your castled flying in the air ? or are they built 
on some enchanted rock ? have they blue tongues and 
flaming nostrils ? aft jOur nymphs half mermaids and 
vonr swains demi-gods ?” 

The f(uizzer^ were how almost convulsed udtb 
iaugiiter, while the manuscript dropped from the 
trembling hands of the poetess, and in a voice scarcely 
nmlihle, she pronounced — 

“ Madam, you confuse me’ \ou afflict me : you in- 
sult me !” 

Pray, Miss Sappho, be so good as to proceed,” 
cried her ladysliip, not appearing to notice the words 
slie had uttered ■, but this unfortunate daughter of the 
Muses, clasping her emaciated hands together, 
articulated, ‘‘ Father of Mercies, support me 1” and 
burst into an agony of tears. ‘ 

“ Unfeeling woman !” involuntarily escaped from thef 
lips oflady Glenroy ; but Sir IVilHam^ making but one 
step from his chair to where the poetess stood, gehtiy 
forced he, ' to sit down, and taking hold of herbundj while 
he flourished the otlier, in a ihi catening position j at ifte 
astonished and malignant lady Caroline, whdtn 
of the company were nonr beginning to eondenfti'^ 
depriving them of the great sport they expected tb'seki, , 
he addressed them in the following niatini# 

“ Monaters ye are all ! therefore vte can ex]^^ i)^ 
mfercy at your handa. There is not one of you,' 
lovely lady excepted,” and Sir Williain phluieiiF # 

tr u 
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lady Glenroy;) who inherits a heart capable of feeling 
or relieving human misery.” I imagined, ladies and 
gentlemen, that 1 was invited to a merry meeting, and 
the smiles of that she-devil, pointing to lady Caroline, 
made me enquire into the cause of such extraordinary 
mirth. I was presently told by the lady of this man- 
sion, that I should shortly be gratified l)y an exhibi- 
tion of a new and w himsical kind.” 

Here lady Courtney actually blushed, and betrayed 
no small symptoms of shame and vexation ; but in 
spite of her evident confusion Sir William proceeded. 

“ When my eyes encountered this poor woman in 
affliction, my indignation became excessive on learn- 
ing the charitable purpose for which she was invited 
hither. Call you this refinement ? is inhumanity then 
become a speems of amusement ? or can sporting with 
the feelings of a fellow-creature be estimated as a 
feather in any of your caps ? Oh ! shame ! shame ! 
shame !” 

Surprise, astonishment, and confusion, pervaded the 
drawing-room of lady Courtney ; some of the company 
had already disappeared, and others, calling for their 
carriages, precipitately rose to depart ; lord and lady 
Glenroy alone remained. , Sir George, still preserv- 
ing his good-humour, while he severely reprimanded 
lady Caroline for the unwarrantable liberty she had 
taken with the afflicted stranger, he approached lady 
Glenroy, and assured her that he had not the remotest 
idea of the scene his sister had so shamefully prepared 
for them, and hoped that Miss Gurney would accept 
of his sincerest apologies for the affront which she had 
received ; then taking from his pocket-book a ten 
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pound note, eiiireuted that she would consider it as 
subscription money for himself and lady Courtney, for 
two copies of her poems/* 

“ To which 1 most willingly add ten pounds more/* 
cried Sir William, presenting Miss Gurney with the 
money, and hope, Madam, you will do me the 
favour to accept it, though it is by no means a com- 
pensation for the impertinence you have received in 
this hotise ; yet 1 believe truly, from the bottom of iny 
soul, that Sir (ieorge was not in any degree the insti- 
gator of it.” Here Sir William thought proper to 
dart a most reproachful glance at lady Courtney, 
lady Caroline having already retired to her own apart- 
ment in a violent fit of hysterics ! No language can do 
justice to the gratitude which now expressed itself by 
a rich glow in the countenance of tie poor poetess. 
Slie rose from her chair, but her trembling limbs could 
scarc('ly support her; she essayed to speak, but her 
voice died away in broken murmurs ; and totally over- 
powered by such unlooked for kindness, she again 
burst into tears. The humane countess entreated 
lady Courtney to ring for a glass of wine, while she 
herself supported her head on her bosom, and used 
every consoling power to .recover her.” 

Blesirings on your angel goodness,” cried the de- 
lighted Sir William ; but w ho is there could mistake 
the sweet expression w^hich beams from that benig- 
nant countenance. I am an old man, madam, and 
cannot flatter, btj^t if I w^ere a young one, this action of 
yours would tempt me to say a number of civil things. 
How unlike the new' school is all this condescension, 
this perfect charity ; and give me leave to tell you, 
madam, that the snowy whiteness of your lovely bosom 
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will never look less tUir because you have supported on 
it a daughter of affliction/' 

This well-directed compliment occasioned the lovely 
countess to blush excessively ; but it was most truly 
gratifying to a doating husband. Their attention was 
now directed to the object of their compassionate 
solicitude, whom nothing bould prevent from falling 
on her knees before them. With clasped hands she 
implored tlie Father of all Mercies to shower down 
blessings for their liberal donations ; she kissed (lie 
hands of lady C;llenroy; she breathed her thanks in 
such pure, fervent, and eloquent gratitude, that the 
countess declared she could not part with her so has- 
tily, and begged she would favour her with a few 
minutes private conference, which was immediately 
complied with oft the part of the grateful jjoetess, who 
bowing to Sir George and her more than benefactor 
Sir William Harman, followed the countess into ano- 
ther apartment, when lady Glenroy in tlie kind(‘st 
manner, entreating her to be seated, thus xiddrossed 
her — 

Believe me, madam, far otherwise are my motives 
than idle curiosity which induces me lo request you 
will hereafter favor me with something more than the 
slight knowledge I now possess of you ; and w hatever 
your situation, I am sure 1 cainiol err in the judgment 
I have formed of you. If, madam, you have any skill 
in delineating the human couiiteiuirice, you will per- 
ceive how^ much my ficart bleeds at your distresses ; 
in pecuniary embarrassments 1 have at least the fortu- 
nate pow'er to relieve (hem ; be so good then as to 
accept the enclosed, which was a Bank bill for twenty 
pounds, and do not forget that theie is yet another 
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being besides Sir William deeply interested in your 
inisrortunes, ulio Mill glory if she can in any degree 
lessen those frowns which fortune seemed to have per- 
secuted you with. Farewell, madam, be comforted^ 
and let me hear from you at an early oppwtunity.” 

Angels of Mercy ever bless you,” piously ejacu- 
lated the deeply penetrated poetess, following the 
countess with looks of unspeakable adniiratioiu 

Know that when that beauteous head reclines this 
night upon the pillow', your charitable hand has re- 
stored to the blessings of light and liberty an aged, 
helpless, and iiii|)risoned father, whose only means of 
sustenance has been derived from the labours of my 
feeble pen ; and w hose precarious scanty pittance de- 
pends on the ellbrts of a heart-broken wretclied 
daughter.’' 

Your fatlier in prison ?” echoed lady Glenroy. 

Oh ! hc»w' great jiiust have been your sufferings ; and 
1 fear you have not sufficient to alleviate his wants 
and your ow u." 

Mort^ than enough, benevolent angel, for both of 
us,” exclaimed the grateful poetess, I shall see my 
fatlicr freed ; 1 shall behold tears of joy once more 
steal dow n his ag<*d clieek — I shall kiss them off — and), 
Oh! bounteous Providence ! shall snatch him from the 
cold walks of a damp prison, to breathe the blessings 
of light aiiu liberty.” 

Here the poetess sobbed out an adieu, kissed the 
extended hand of the countess, and with the alacrity 
of the nimble-footed hind, quitted the inhospitable 
mansion of Courtney Hall, and hastem*d to supply the 
w ants and reliev e the anxious fears of an almost expir- 
ing and famished parent. 
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Lady Glenrojr returned to the drawing-room, the 
tears not yet dry on her lovely cheek ; she related her 
affecting conversation with the poetess with a warmth 
and energy which rendered her a thousand times more 
bewitching in the eyes of her enraptured husband ; and 
no less so in the estimation of Sir William Harman, 
who declared to the earl that an angel w'as descended 
from the skies to revive a picture of the golden age. 

At the very pressing solicitation of Sir George and 
his repentant lady, they stayed to dinner, but departed 
at an early hour, accompanied by Sir William, for 
Glenroy Castle. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 


To give our readers a little insight into the charac- 
ter of Sir William Harman, we will first inform them 
that he possessed a large fortune, independent of every 
other consideration, and was what was generally 
termed a free-thinker ; but notwithstanding a few sin- 
gularities of disposition, his heart was the seat of every 
virtue. He had acquired the appellation of sour old 
crab among the fashionables, because he freely cen- 
sured whatever he thought improper in their charac- 
ters, and he never failed to tell them of it at a season- 
able opportunity. He w as deprived at an early period 
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of hi» life of tlie woman of his choice by one of those 
insects of fashionable folly who flutter round beauty; 
and Sir William from that moment became the avowed 
censurer of the fairest part of the creation, except 
where goodness, humility, and modesty, were alone 
predominant. He had now arrived at the mature age 
of forty-nine, without having once thought or even 
dreamt of changing his condition ; yet^ strange to 
although he was the character described, he was every 
where admitted into the first circles of fashion ; and 
though dreaded, nay often hated, yet his singularity 
attracted universal attention, and being a man of large 
property, he had free access to every house whenever 
he chose to become a member of their parties. From 
the moment that he had beheld the ^countess, he 
became strongly prepossessed in favour of a set of 
features which bore the semblance of perfect purity ; 
but the propensity of kindness which she had after- 
wards shewn tow'ards the poor poetess, raised her in 
bis esteem to a standard of unrivalled excellence ; 
when, therefore, the earl invited him to the castle, be 
accepted his invitation with great satisfaction, and 
during their ride from Courtney Hall, proved a most 
excellent and facetious companion. 

The first intelligence the countess received on her 
arrival at home, was that Mrs. Smart (Handy having 
been joined in wedlock a month before) was brought 
to bed of a fine girl. Lady Glenroy having given 
orders that nothing should be wanting that her situa- 
tion required, passed a most delightful evening of 
rationality in chcarful converse with Sir Williani and 
her lord ; bu^more than once in the course of that 
evening had He interesting Miss Gurney become the 
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object of her contemplations. She thought slio behold 
her with her iniprisoned father exactly as she had de- 
scribed ; and the reflection that she had contributed to 
relieve his wants, and imparted a ray of comfort and 
hope in the care-worn -bosom of his daughter, gave 
her sensations of the most pleasing kind. 

About a fortnight after this, when the countess nas 
enjoying the cool breezes of a sweet autumnal evening, 
her mind occupied with reading Scott’s beautiful LiU}/ of 
the lAist Mhntrvl^ she was interrupted by Hannah, who 
came to inform her that a lady in mourning had 
requested that her name might be sent in, and waited 
to know if her ladyship would admit her. 

* “ Is her name Gurney r” enquired the countess. 

Yes madam,” replied Hannah, that T think is 
the name she sent in ; and poor soul, as far as I see, 
all is not right wdth her, for she looks sadly grieved, 
and spoke so mild that I came ruiniing to tell your 
ladyship ; and now I suppose I may send her in ?” 

“ Delay not a moment,” cried lady Glenroy, throw- 
ing away^her book. If it is Miss Gurney, at all 
times she is welcome; she is the child of misfortune, 
and who can tell but she is now suffering under some 
new affliction. Hasten, Hannah, and conduct her 
hither. 

Away went Hannah and presently returned leading 
in the poetess, butj Oh ! how changed, even in the 
short space of time since she had beheld her. 

“ You have I fear been ill,” said the countess, 
offering her hand most cordially to receive her, or 
some greater calamity has befallen you : pray, pray be 
seated,” And Hannah brought her a chair. MisJS* 
Gurney with difficulty pronounced My poor ftther^’ 
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and bttirst into an agony of tears. Lady Glenroy now 
guessing at the full extent of her misfortune was silent, 
and the poetess greatly agitated continued, — ” My poor 
father, madam, is no more. He lived but a week — 
excess of joy is^ sometimes more fatal in its effects than 
grief— he lived but a week to partake of those comforts 
your charitable hand prepared for him, and died in these 
arms, tnurmiiring blessings on your name and prayers 
for his child. Had he been spared a little longer to 
me, I think the cup of my afflictions would not be 
quite so full, but now” — Here the wretched Rhoda 
sobbed aloud, I only live to deplore the loss of all 
1 loved on earth.” 

Lady Glenroy greatly affected endeavoured to con- 
sole Miss Gurney for the loss she had sustained, but 
she found her spirits by no means equal to the task; 
recollections painfully revived in her own bosom of 
w'hat she herself had once endured, and tears, which 
she could no longer restrain, fell fast on her beauteous 
cheek. Miss Gurney perceived that she was wound- 
ing a heart too feelingly alive to sensibility, and threw 
herself at the feet of the countess, she implored her to 
forgive her for the cruelty she had been guilty of in 
terms at once delicate and ejecting. 

I see madam,” cried she, I have been the mise- 
rable jcause of exciting some painful emotions in the 
gentlest bosom in existence. Oh! pardon me most 
adored, most angelic lady: 1 would sacrifice my life 
to serve you. Smile but once more and the unhappy 
Rhoda will never again intrude her sorrows on a heklrl 
so kind and tender.” 

Should I smile, will Rhoda cease to be unhappy?** 
cried the countess, affectionately embracing her, ** will 

X X 
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she in my society promise to forget her sorrows^ and 
in my abode accept an asylum from the oppression, 
from all the pvils of a base and cruel world 

Oh, matchless excellence !-’ exclaimed the poetess, 
Oh, pattern of universal benevolence ! how shall 1 
find words to express my thanks ! Can you indeed 
condescend to honor with your protection a miserable 
outcast of society, an unhappy Orphan ? can you re- 
ceive to your hospitable mansion the daughter of a 
debtor? can you do this ? Oh! my bursting heart, my 
transports are too great for utterance.” 

You are the daughter of virtue, you are the child of 
affliction, and that is sufficient; your countenance con- 
fesses it, and my own heart avows it ; therefore I in- 
treat you to be composed,” said the countess, rising 
from her chair and ringing the bell, you will consent 
to remain with me Miss Gurney, will you not ?” 

First teach me madam to do something worthy of 
your protection,” said the poetess, place me in some 
capacity where I may be of use to you, and you shall 
command every future moment of my grateful life.” 

« We will talk of that hereafter,” said the countess, 
but now 1 shall present you to my husband and Sir 
William Harman who is'here on a visit to us as my 
future protegee : though, upon my word, 1 think I am 
arrogating much to myself when I say that, for, indeed, 
my dear Miss Gurney, I am a very inexperienced 
creature in this great world, and feel at a loss what 
conduct to adopt that may be termed sufficiently pro- 
per to lead me through its intricate mazes. You, 
perhaps, my amiable friend, may be able to instruct me.” 

Ahi madam,” cried the poetess, all the lessons 
which you could possibly acquire can never you 
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a more perfect creature than you now are ; and know- 
ledge of the world is often bought with dear experi- 
ence and an aching heart/’ 

The countes!^ Widen tly stifled a sigh which wat> but 
just beginning to rise in her bosom as Hannah ap- 
peared to answer the bell. 

Is Sir William and my lord returned,” said the 
countess. 

‘‘ Yes madam,” replied Hannah, and have desired 
me to say that they wait your presence in the green 
drawing room.” 

Come then Miss Gurney,” cried the countess, do 
me the favor to accompany me, and set your heart at 
rest, in the assured conviction that, under this roof 
you M'ill not encounter a lady Caroline, nor yet a lady 
Courtney ; and if by chance they should make their 
unwelcome appearance and break in to interrupt our 
social converse, they dare not a second time insult you ^ 
with impiiniiy : come then Rhoda ; come my protogee.” 
And the countess smiled with resistless fascination 
us she took the hand of the pensive poetess, 
^^Lovelyincomparablewoman!”exclaimed she, as she 
followed the countess through an elegant suit of rooms 
to the green drawling ropm, where she was cordially 
greeted, and most welcomely received by the earl and 
Sir William Harman. 

Behold gentlemen,” uttered the lovely countess 
gaily, I charge you to take notice that, from hence- 
forth and for ever more, I have enlisted this lady under 
my banners ; therefore she can be nothing less than 
aid du camp you know'.” 

The earl smiled and Imprinted a kiss on the lovely 
hand which she held out to him ; while Sir William 
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aiut^ng , the other decluned that) theaf^ a< duel 
sb^l^ b^.tjie ^se^^uence, he woiild have a kias 
one hand: so saying he respediblly raised her ladyr 
slap’s hand: to hi* lips, which met with the roost per* 
feet coipci^ce of the earl. 

They now partook of tea and coffee; and while ihqr 
introduced general sutgeets of conrersation, prevented 
Miss Gurney fit>m reflecting too intensely on her 
delicate situation. When her ^irits were more per- 
fec^y tranquilized) they agreed to listen to any commu* 
nication she might have to favor them with respecting 
heraffiiirs; but, qt; ps^ent, the countess forbade her 
to mention a word that would be a tax on her sensibi- 
lity. The next morning his lordship’s steward was 
despatched to Jedbiwgh to the losings of Miss 
Gamey, with orders to convey all her effects to Glen- 
roy Castle, and to execute, all other commissions she 
thought proper, or ipight he necessary respecting the 
affairs of the deceased Mr. Gurney. — 

“ Ijetwot motives of delicacy my dear Miss Gurney,” 
cried the countess, withhold you from being explicit, 
and by so doing, deprive me of the pleasure of serving 
you. The happy advantages which I fortunately pos- 
sess, would tp me be nothing could I not see more 
human beings besides myself benefited by it : command 
then any sum of money your circumstances may require 
and it shall be immediately given you.” 

The grateful poetess declared that, her ladyship’s 
inuniffcence had already supplied her necessities ; and 
that her father’s creditors having been sufficiently 
compromised with, they possessed no further claim on 
. her. The countess not being perfectly satisfied with 
tbiii acpCRint, gracefully slipped twenty pounds into 
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the haade of Min Gurney) and left bo* akme witti 
the ^ward to ismie what fturther orders she pleased 
saying that,— "-When she had dismissed Jenkinsoo, 
she would wait for her in the pine grove." 

If any of our readers have felt the sensation arising' 
from the commission of a benevolent action, they will 
be the best judges of what passed in the gentle bosom 
of lady Glenroy as, seated on a bench under the shade 
of some beautiful elms she drew forth her fevmrite 
Minstrel, and was attentively perusing its contents 
when she was joined by the poetess, and a most inter* 
esting conversation took place. 

The countess was soon confirmed in the opinion 
that. Miss Gurney merited all the favorable impres- 
sions she had conceived of her ; for her accomplished 
mind discovered itself in every thing she said or did; 
she read, she wrote, she conversed with ease and ele- 
gance ; and her observations were those of a chaste, a 
correct, and enlightened understanding. Nor is it to 
be wondered that the countess, charmed with the society 
of her new and amiable companion, forgot that there 
existed such beings as lady Caroline and lady Court- 
ney, whom she but seldom visited since the colonel 
ami Mrs. Bloomfield had returned to England^ The 
earl too had confessed to his Evadne that, he was 
equally pleased with the mind, morals, and manners of 
Miss Gurney, whom he considered as a great acquisi- 
tion to his family ; and this lady became shortly so 
great a favorite with Sir William Harman that, his 
visits to the castle were more frequent than ever. At 
one time he had the misfmrtune to strain his thumb; 
it was attended to, and gently bound up by, Miss 
Gurney ; another time, while on a visit at the castle. 
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he was suddenly aitecksd and eoafined for nany creeks 
with. ^ .gvut j the peracm to whom be utter^ hik 
compUdnt^ Mid who listened most patiently to tJto 
recital was, IVIiss Crurney. If a medicine was admi- 
ni^red whidi required much care and attention, 
ndiedy eeuld do it so well as Miss Gurney in his mind ; 
no, none but this very identical Miss Gurney. And 
once the countess heard him repeat in the pine grove 
as he communed with himself, and as she came sud* 
denly upon him. — 

Zounds, she’s not handsome ! but, by Jove, when 
she asks me how I find myself after 1 have had a 
cursed twitch of the gout, there is something very 
pretty iii the turn of her mouth. She is not young 
cither, that is, not very young ; but what does that 
signify; she can’t, be called old, and she is vastly 
gentle and engaging. Then her sweet voice too ! 
zounds, what am 1 about ! Oh, William Harman .' 
William Harman ! this dear little bewitching poetess 
has played the devil with you !” 

Lady Glenroy now softly approached him, and 
gently laying her hand upon his shoulder exclaimed — 

^ My dear Sir William you have chosen a most 
unfit place for study, where you are likely to be in- 
terrupted every five minutes : however, 1 admire your 
subject, believe me.” 

** And who told your arch ladyship that 1 was stu- 
dying,” replied Sir William, “ now do I look like an 
author ?’’ 

But your thoughts were nearly allied to an 
autlioress ; deny that too if you can,” said the coun- 
tess. 

■ “ Why your ladyship is a witch,’’ returned Sir 
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William^ “ a beauteous witch. Well, well, it is jaU 
under the rose: nobody else heard me.” And away he 
trotted off with a wjnk and a nod, which was suffiici- 
ciitly understood by the countess ; who perceived his 
growing^ attachment to her protog^e with the liveliest 
satisfaction. She was now so essentially necessary to 
her happiness that, she imparted her inmost thoughts 
to her, and the most delightful intercourse commenced 
betwot'n them ; resulting from two hearts of the most 
refined sensibility, and from dispositions very similar 
to each. other in mild and charitable propensities. 

A twelvemonUi had now rolled away since the poet- 
ess ]iad become an inhabitant of the castle of Glenroy 
in undisturbed tranquillity. Their visits to the hall 
were h‘8s frequent than ever; lady Caroline and lady 
Courtney not chusing to associate w ith a person whom 
Uiey thouglit so infinitely beneath them ; bestowing 
the most contemptible epithets on Miss Gurney, and 
passing tlie most severe criticisms on the conduct of 
the earl and countess for admitting her into their 
family. They were not how ever attended to ; nobody 
troubled their heads about Miss Gurney whom lady 
Courtney was so ready to defame ; she was a person 
living in lord Glenroy’s family ; was the avowed com- 
panion of his amiable countess, and they concluded site 
must be a respectable character. It was shortly whis- 
pered about that the fortune of Sir George Courtney 
was, by the thoughtless extravagance of his wife 
and sister, receiving some very severe shocks. Lady 
Courtney had produced a fine girl and boy since her 
marriage, but she had consigned them wholly to the 
nursery from the hour of their birth ; and was too 
fashionable a mother to suffer them to engross too 
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mack of her attention. Poor Sir Cteofge was blind to 
all ho’ ikults ; and he permitted the reign of govern- 
ment to go so completely out of his hands that, he had 
become a mere cypher in his own house; and even the 
very domestics were taught to consider him but second 
in command. To the feelings of Sophia’s character 
may justly be ascribed the fetal effects of the excessive 
and imfuroper indulgence of her parents; fmr with the 
true spirit of her termagant mother she possessed not 
a single virtue which belonged to her fether; and with 
such an example constantly before her as lady Caroline, 
it is no wonder that, her weak mind feU an easy prey 
to her evil propensities: she was indeed her exact 
copy in all that was unamiable ; and it vras shocking 
to reflect that there was yet another object likely to be 
contaminated by her pernicious counsel in the person 
of the little Sophia, who would imbibe from infancy 
all that her mother and aunt chose she should adopt. 

In the several free and undisguised conversations 
which passed between the countess and Miss Gurney, 
the days of her infency were revived, and her heart’s 
first dearest treasure, the name of her once adored 
Henry Montreville trembled on her lips ; by degrees, 
however, she imparted to the sympathising confidence 
of the gentle Rhoda all the history of her attachment 
to that ever-to-be-regretted youth, and the many 
strug^es her heart underwent before she could admit 
a second object her thoughts. She related her 
illness ; she painted in glowing colours the strong and 
ardent attachment of lord Glenroy ; of his unremitting 
attentions towards her, and concluded by saying— 
Tell me Rhoda, friend of my heart, do not dis- 
guise your sentiments, but frankly own, would you not 
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have done the same ? could you have withstood solici- 
tations so Strong; attachment so ardent ? does not the 
earl merit all fhe returning kindness I can shew him? 

“ Oh ! most truly so,” returned Miss Gurney, and 
is not my sweet friend amply justified ; — is not his lord- 
ship the most attached and amiable of husbands?” 

They were now seated in the pine grove; it was 
evening; and all was calm and serene: not a breeze 
stirred to ruflle the sweet tranquillity they enjoyed; 
yet a deep sigh which seemed to burst from an ago- 
nized heart was distinctly heard at the very moment 
that Miss Gurney uttered these words. The countess^ 
pale and trembling, exclaimed — 

Did you hear nothing Rhoda ? ” 

Miss Gurney w'ith wonderful presence of mind 
replied — ♦ 

Yes, but nothing that can give you a moment’s 
alarm . Some of the servants, or probably some stranger 
has been admitted to w'alk through the grove ; you 
know the earl allows that privilege to the porter at 
the lodge, and that frequently com pany visit the park,” 
“ True my friend,” returned the countess shudder- 
ing, but I confess I was dreadfully alarmed. It was 
a sigh the most piercing I ever heard ; and even now 
a penetrates my heart.” 

Do not think of it,” returned Miss Gurney, draw- 
ing the trembling arm of lady Glenroy within her own 
as they arose to depart, come, thank heaven, no 
harm can now assail us, for here is the earl and Sir 
William coming towards us.” 

Upon my word ladies,” cried Sir William, if 
you wander out so late in the evening, I shall expect 
to he^r that some knight-errant has ran aw ay with you.” 

V Y 
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These are not the days of chivalry,” observed 
Miss Gurney. 

“ No madam, but there are knight-errants notwith- 
standing,” replied Sir William, whom I should 
hope, are always ready to protect the fair.” 

“ We believe when Sir William uttered this he very 
gently (we won't be certain) squeezed the hand of 
Miss Gurney; what eflect it produced in her gentle 
bosom we connot pretend to say, but certainty it was 
not of anger.” 

A little cheerful conversation soon dispelled the 
gloom which shaded, for an instant, the lovely features 
of lady Gleiiroy; and her mind which had never been 
weak, or superstitious, dwelt not too strongly on the 
incident which Inul excited her fears in the pine grove. 
She slept in peace; and her pure thoughts were the 
harbingers of refi eshing dreams. 


(ilAPTEU xxxvn 


LadyGlenroy wasone morning compelled to listen to 
some very heavy charges brought in by Hannah against 
the rfefractory conduct of Mrs. Smart, who ever since 
she had been so fortunate as to acquire that title by a 
lawful claim, had given her tongue so much liberty that, 
she had become a nuisance to all the servants in the 
castle ; and had that very morning created such a dis- 
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turi)auce that, they one and all, issued a complaint to 
Hannah, in order that it might be conveyed to their 
lady ; declaring they could no longer endure the into- 
lerable insolence of Mrs. Smart: who it seems, having 
lost h*T child by the small pox, and thereby all future 
hopes of preferment in the castle, was continually 
wrangling with lu*r good-natured spouse and finding 
fault u ilh her place, at which many w'ords arose on the 
part of lier liushand ; and being thoroughly convinced 
(hat, all her sound arguments could not prevail with 
him t<. cjuit (lie service of lord Olenroy, she vented all 
her il! hunKuir and iTupertinence on her fellow ser- 
vants : declaring, that, she would not be domineered 
over by ne\er a cross old toad living; and for her 
part, she knew of a place when? serv^ints might do 
just as tliev ploas(*<l ; and that it was worth twenty 
such vt tlie castle. With similar observations she 
concluded lier last sentence !>y saying, she did not 
come raere to wait upon beggars ; for wlial was t)iaf 
]\T iss (fiiri)ey but a beggar. Upon this, iluiinah re- 
primanded hennoft severely, declaring, she would im- 
mediately acrpiaint the countess with her audacity; 
but Sir.art, snapping her fingers, exclaimed — 

I don’t care that for you, and you may (ell your 
lady I don’t value lu‘r |>lace not a brass farthing. There 
is my lady Courtney a finer lady by half than she, and 
will give me twice as imicli to go and liveat the Hall/’ 
You are a trumpery good for nothing baggage,” 
cried Hannah, whose face was now in a perfect blaze, 
and lady Courtney and my sweet lovely mistress 
are not worthy to be named in the same day.” 

Mrs. Smart now returned a horse laugh full in 
Hannah’s face, which so provoked the honest creature 
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that, away she went, piping hot to the countcHs, and 
related the whole of her grievance. 

And would you believe it madam,'’ cried she, she 
ha^^dared to mention Miss Gurney in the most dis* 
respectful terms; she called her — I am almost ashamed 
to repeat it — but she has had the insolence to call her 
a beggar.” 

“ Then,” said lady Glenroy, “ she quits my service 
immediately; this last piece of presumption determines 
me to part with her. On no account shall she remain 
another night under this roof; let Jenkinson pay her 
wages; and tell her to be gone. Insult Miss Gurney ! 
believe me, they who insult that lady, or in any shape 
whatever ofter her the least disrespect, shall no longer 
continue to be servants of mine.” 

4 

Hannah heartily glad to be rid of such an unwel- 
come guest, with no small joy testified on her coun- 
tenance, returned to the kitchen to execute her com- 
mission, but, behold ! the bird had flown t decamped 
■with bag and baggage — desiring her husband to receive 
her wages and send them to Ccyirtney Hall. She 
acquainted him she had hired herself to lady Courtney ; 
that it had been all settled for several weeks back ; 
and that she had bred a disturbance on that morning 
purposely, to be revenged on that old fright Hannah ; 
and wishing him much joy in her absence, had set out 
for the Hall to take possession of her new place, which 
was a very lucrative one, to the no small delight of 
her now happy spouse who had long been disgusted 
with his helpmate, and ashamed of her ungrateful 
conduct. 

.--The motives of Smart’s conduct were, however, 
fully explained ; the countess soon after learning that 



TIIK TEST OF INIfOCENCK. 


357 


she had been very frequent in her visits to the Hall, 
where she enjoyed many an afternoon’s chat, and had 
retailed many a piece of scandal over a dish of tea 
with llie loquacious abigailof lady Caroline Courtney. 
Lady Glonroy therefore %vas at no loss to account for 
the airs which she had so lately given herself; all 
which she had acquired in the fashionable academy of 
Courtney Hall. 

The wintry season had now" commenced, yet the 
inhabitants of Glenroy Castle enjoyed a delightful in- 
tercourse of society, which the departure of summer 
by no means rendered less attractive. Sir William 
would sit whole evenings by the firc-side enchanted 
W’itli some new charm which the poetess every hour 
discovered of a mind richly stored w ith useful and 
ornamental know ledge ; and she proved to her young 
and lovely patroness not only a firmly attached friend 
and engaging companion, but a most able instructress. 
In addition to the peculiar gift of a fine understanding, 
slie united the advantages of a liberal and useful edu- 
cation ; and her station in life had been such as to call 
forth every exertion of her abilities. Her acquaintance 
with the w orld, and the hard lessons she had acquired 
in the school of adversity, had taught her to represent 
mankind as they really were, with no false colouring, 
no romantic enthusiasm, but with a correct and chas- 
tened judgment guided hy experience. She selected 
the best both of ancient and modern authors for the 
perusal of lady Glenroy; and w"hile she delicately 
blended her own thoughts upon their own merits; 
corrected all that scciued erroneous in the vivid imagi- 
nation of her youthful friend ; she opened a field of 



358 THE ORPHAN liOY, OR 

knowledge to the expansive mind of the countess 
without appearing to have been her instructress ; and 
when she beheld with delight the advantages it pro- 
duced, never ascribed any part of that merit to herself. 

Sir William read the poetical compositions of Miss 
Gurney with enthusiasm ; and as he traced the native* 
energ)’^ and pure simplicity with which they ilowed, 
stood amazed that she hail not gained a higher repu- 
tation as an autlioress in the great world. 

“ Why you write like an angel my dear madam,” 
uttered he. 

But I lived like a poet,” rejdied Miss (Jurney, 
sometfung like a tear moistening her fine intelligent 
eyes, I was miserably poor iuul my poetical 
bantlings woi%* starved to death as soon as tbt*y belield 
the light. Had 1 been rich indeed, tin* l)f)(>kselleis 
shops would have teemed with them : tor hov\ often 
after having fagged wJiole days, and <‘\eu night s at the 
labour of my pen in order to proenn^ but a scanty 
meal for iny poor father ami mjself, Ijave 1 been in- 
formed by these folio gentlemen tlnd nobruly would 
read nobody’s w orks^ — ‘Y<m must gel u name madam,' 
cried they. To which 1 replnal, and liave 1 not In'cn 
doing that for a period of twenty \(*ars. ^ That is not 

sufficient,’ retorted they, ‘ you must get a title. A 
titled author’s works will always sell though every 
page were a volume of folly.’ ” 

Is it indeed possible?” exclaimed Sir William. 

Oh! possible as true;” replied Miss Gurney, 
why that nobody is a bug-bear, and frightens even 
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patronage a^vay. I once recollect to have solicited a 
celebrated duchess to honor me with her name — she 
not only rejected my humble suit herself, but induced 
others to imitate her charitable example merely, I sup- 
pose, because I was nobody.” 

“ Your remark, though severe, is, I fear, a just 
one," iTjdied Sir William, ‘‘ yet you should not have 
desponded. There are, thank heaven! many existing 
characters which may yet be found in the higher ranks 
of life wliose natures are ennobled by humanity ; and 
wIk), when led to the impulse of a benevolent action, 
will not inquire whether the object is known, or not 
known : want, iny dear inndani, has a passport to the 
feeling heart, whose claims ran never fail to be ad- 
mitted. 

It was easy to jU‘rceive that Sir William in his con- 
versations with the poetess, ('vinced no small symp- 
toms of an atiachmeiit. which, of late, lie had taken 
hut little pains to conceal ; and it now anmunted 
almost to a declaration. Often wIkmi seated in the 
Pine (drove, or sometimes indulged with her company 
alone in the draw ing room, hail his conscious tongue 
Ix^cn on ihe ))oint ofsaying, — Madam, will you marry 
an old man who loves yon, and will endeavour to make 
you happy.” But some conversation had always in- 
tervened to put aside the so much wished for explana- 
tion on both sides ; for Miss (Jurney felt she could bo 
extremely happy with such a man as Sir William 
Hannan. I'he days of \«>uth’s fantastic colouring 
were fled; the delirium of love had long since subsided 
in her bosom, and reason was substituted in its stead. 
She n(wv looked for the society of a rational com- 
panion more than the uncertain rluipsody of a lover ; 
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and she was not to be cheated into the belief, or flat- 
tered with the illusion that, her person possessed those 
attractions at thirty which it had done at twenty. But 
when seated beside Sir William, the jii venality of her 
sligfht and delicate figure, often made her appear much 
younger than she really was ; and then he always felt 
ashamed to acknowledge that he intended to woo the 
fiiscinating Rhoda for a wife. 

The happy fireside party was one evening disturbed 
by the sudden appearance of Sir George C’ourtney, 
whose countenance, pale and disordered, betrayed the 
most dreadful agitation and alarm. He threw himself 
into a chair, while he pronounced — 

Glenroy, I am a ruined man ! — my estate is mort- 
gaged ! — my children are beggars ! — and my wife I 
fear the unhappy cause of all 

The earl and countess, and even Sir William Har- 
man, expressed the greatest astonishment and concern ; 
and Sir George continued, — 

‘^In addition to these misfortunes, my sister yesterday 
morning eloped with an Irish fortune hunter, a captain 
Oriel, whom she had lately made an acquaintance 
with and persuaded to marry in the supposition of 
her being possessed of a large fortune, when you I 
believe know Glenroy that, all she inherited from my 
grandfather's estate w^as, the sum of seven thousand 
pounds, which sum she has long since made shift to 
disencumber herself of, besides her being in my debt 
to the amount of three thousand more. Read this 
paragraph and conceive my situation thus overwhelm- 
ed as 1 am every w'ay by family misfortune and im- 
pending ruin.” 

Sir George now handed a newspaper out of his 
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pocket to t!ie earl and he read as follows : — This 
morning at Edinburgh we learn that captain Pitz* 
l>atrick Oneal, a genllernan, as well known on the turf 
as in the field of Mars, led to the hymeneal altar the 
Iieautifui and accomplished lady Caroline Courtney, 
the only surviving sister of Sir George Courtney, of 
Courtney Hall. It is supposed that captain Fitzpatrick 
Oneal will inherit a fortune with lady Caroline of con- 
siderable extent; which circumstance will prove an 
agreeable surprise to many of his Bond Street ac- 
cjuaintance, and to his long attached friends at St* 
James’s.” 

Wretched woman ! what will become of her,’* 
exclaimed SirGcwge. 

Pardon me Sir George,” replied, Sir William, 
when 1 say she is totally undeserving of your re- 
gard, much less of your commiseration. Has not her 
thoughtless extravagance been the destruction of your 
house and family ; has not her pernicious example, her 
contaminating principles alienated your wife from the 
discharge of every domestic duty, and even estranged 
her affections from her children.” 

True, true, Oh ! it is all true,” exclaimed Sir 
George, fool that I was to marry a thoughtless 
inexperienced girl! but mychildren, who are the inno- 
cent suflerers, what is to become of them?” 

Oh ! do not afflict yourself thus,” cried the ever 
gentle Evadne, let but Sophia reform her conduct, 
let her but feel how much she has wronged her dear 
babes by the pursuit of thoughtless dissipation, and 
your children, Sir George, shall ever find a friend in 
me and my dear lord.” 

And, by Jove! the chubby little rogues shall never 
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want while Will Harman can command a shilling,'* 
said Sir William in his usual blunt style. 

Worthy inestimable friends !” repeated Sir George, 
** how much am I indebted for such liberal sentiments, 
I jam but too conscious that the conduct of my unhappy 
misguided Sophia must long eVe this have excited 
your disgust; but Glcnroy, she is the mother of my 
children, and I cannot treat her with severity.” 

Nor shall you my fine fellow,” exclaimed Sir 
William, your wife may repent ; but hark ye Sir 
George, that sister Carey of your’s never will ; she 
inherits the true spirit of a vixen and will support it to 
the last.” 

I fear so indeed,” returned Sir George. 

The earl now ventured to inquire with much con- 
cern how far his estate was mortgaged, and to 
whom. 

Jenkinson will inform you,” replied Sir George, 
for the Gentleman who supplied me witli the money, 
no less a sura than twenty thousand pounds, 1 do not 
know even by name. Jenkinson inrorms me that he 
comes here to night or to-morrow, either, as he sup- 
poses, to have the money reimbursed, or to sell the 
estate* Oh! my friends! I cannot look back upon my 
inconsiderate conduct but with tl^ deepest regret ; it 
is I alone who, surely, have been to blame. I should 
have remonstrated with my wife ; I should have point- 
ed out the folly of ke,epii\g up appearances when we 
cou]4 no longer support it without ruin, disgrace, and 
penury.” 

Here Sir George became greatly affected,^ and the 
earl and Sir William bound themselves to pay, off the 
mortgage^to the geutlefpan who had accommodated 
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him with the above mentioned sum the inHiant he 
should demand it. 

And 1,’* cried the countess, ‘‘ 1 am sure my dear 
lord will permit me, will give a thousand pounds to 
rny favorite little Sophy, and another to your infant 
son George. What say you my lord?” 

Follow the divine propensities of your nature iny 
Evadne,” said lord Glenroy, and you can hardly 
fail to insure, not only my warmest approbation, but 
to fix. if that lie possible, more strongly iny regard.” 

Oil ! she is an angel, if ever a true seiublancc of one 
yet existed on earth,” cried Sir George, and merits, 
not only my wannest iny heartfelt gratitude, but my 
cInkUen shall be taught to bless their benefactress in 
their prayers.” 

More than sufficient my good sir,-” cHed the coun- 
tess, gently placing her lovely hand on Sir George’s 
lips, happy creature that 1 am to have the power to 
reiuiei my friemls coinfurtable ; but I will positively 
not be made a vain one ; for look there,” and she 
[lointed to the carl, there is the sole author of all 
this great pretended merit of mine. To him I am in- 
debted for the means of imparting all my little store of 
comforts to those who have them not; and I won’t l>e 
praised singly good folks I assure you.” 

The look which accompanied these w^ords, as she 
bent her lovely eyes towards her husband, was beyond 
expression charming; and bo caught her in his arms, 
as he prepared to quit the room wdth Sir George 
Courtney and Sir William pronouncing — 

How every w ord continues to charm, every action 
to iwmetrate, my soul. Evadne, thou art the dearest 
treasure ever man was blest wdth : how great his pangs 
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wbo l^s he must relinquish thee by that destiny he 
most perforce obey ! 

Ab lord Glenroy uttered these strange incomprehcn> 
sible words, a peculiar expression, which the countess 
conld not by any means define, appeared in the conn* 
tcnance of lord.GIenroy ; he trembled — for a mouicut 
he turned pale — but as suddenly recovering, departed 
' with Sir George and Sir William for Courtney llali. 

“It is \ery extraordinary Rhexia,’’ said lady Glenroy 
as soon as they were left alone, that 1 have otteii 
seen ray husband thus; he does not appear to be uii- 
happy^ and yet his countenance is oilen overshadowed 
with a deep gloom, the mystery of which 1 cannot oven 
surmise.” 

‘‘ You should not permit sucfi thoughts to take pos- 
session of your mind my dear friend,” replied Miss 

Gurney. 

Why, have you not sometimes remarked that he 
changes colour; that his penetrating eye is often fixed 
on mine with such ex]>ression that, did 1 not know 
how ardently he loves me, would make me tremble,” 
returned the countess. 

Miss Gurney was silent, and lady CiJenroy con- 
tinued — Rhoda, you make no reply.” 

Because,” answered Miss Gurney, I would not 
have ray amiable friend indulge in unpleasiiig, nay, 
what is most probable, unjust surmises.” 

Oh ! there indeed Rhoda you wrong me,” replied 
the countess, I cherish not a thought, I entertain no 
suspicions, detrimental to the character, the firm faith 
and true affections of iny lord; at the same time, I w^ill 
frankly own to you Rhoda that, 1 often ascribe these 
sudden starts of passion tu llie recollection of some 
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former attachment, which time has not yet obliterated 
from his memory.” 

I will not listen to you on this subject// said Miss 
Gurney, your br^st is at present the seat of every 
gentle, every tranquil virtue ; should suspicion once 
find a place in its pure mansion, you would no longer 
continue to be happy. Confidenee in your husband, 
that cement of conjugal happiness, would^ at least, be 
impaired, if not broken, and your lliture peace be for 
ever alloyetL <.>ease then my most dear friend to 
dwell on useles.^’ and vain conjectures. Be content to 
know that your husband loves you, that be adores you, 
and the consciousness of your uvvn purity will protect 
you from every sensation uliicfi is unpleasiug.’^ 

Oil, Rhoda V' said the countess, afi’ected almost to 
tears by arguments so strong and pefsuasive, Oh, 
ever valued Iriend ! how much do I feel myself indebt- 
ed to your salutary counsel. Yes, I acknowledge I am 
unkind, and henceforth will remain forever silent on 
such a subject, since, to doubt, is partly to wrong my 
husband. But. apropos, Rhoda, I have always forgot 
to shew you a portrait which is placed in a small ne- 
glected apartiiient of the castle, the beauty of which 
will enchant you. i intend to ask permission of my 
lord to sufler it to be brought down and placed in the 
picture gallery , for it e^diibits a countenancie 1 could 
never be weary^ of contemplating.” 

What does it resemble ?” said Miss Gurney . 

A woman,” replied the countess, and the most 
beautiful, Rhoda, you can possibly Imagine. It is 
said that Mark Anthony lost the w orld for the beauteous 
Cleopatra, but had he gaKed on this divinity, inethinks 
he could not have done less. My sagacious aunt. 
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protested that it was the portrait of my lord's grand- 
mother ; let us hear your decision on a point so im- 
portant.’* 

The countess then called for Hannah, who had the 
custody of the keys, and desired her to open the doors 
through which they had to pass before they could 
arrive at the little chamber. But Hannah prepared 
to obey her lady^s commands with much reluctance, 
declaring that the night was cold, and the apartments 
at that end of the castle damp ; adding with much 
concern, and an unusual tremor in her voice, — 

I would not for the world have your ladyship 
venture there to night, and she carefully looked 
around her. 

And why not,” cried the countess. 

’Tis so cold and gloomy,^’ replied Hannah. 

Ridiculous,” returned the countess, have you 
no belter reason than that to deter me from o:oinsr.” 

Yes— no my lady/' replied ilanuuh in evident 
confusion. 

Miss Gurney observing her, without knowing why, 
endeavoured to persuade the countess to return ; alleg- 
ing that, she herself felt extremely chilly. 

The countess smiled, and, shaking her head, de- 
clared both she and Hannah were a couple of cowards. 

I really begin to think,” cried she, that you are 
apprehensive of encountering some evil spirit or hob- 
goblin in these apartments.” 

1 am not afraid of the dead,” said Hannah most 
emphatically. 

Nor yet of the living 1 should hope,” uttered 
lady Glenroy. Why Hannah,” surveying her, and 
{>ereeiviiig she looked pale and alarmed, what is the 
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matter with you? you never used to act so childish 
before. Come, if neither you nor Rhoda will accom- 
pnny me, you w ill oblige me to go alone.” 

liannah now involuntarily dropped upon her knees 
before the countess, while she almost screamed out — 
Alone madam ! Oh! for the love of mercy do not 
think of going there alone.” She then turned to 
Miss Gurney, — Pray dear good Miss Gurney, do 
not sulfer my lady to venture there alone.” 

Miss Gurney now began to entertain some very 
serious apprehensions that, there w^as something more 
attached to these apartments than Hannah chose to 
tiisclose, and once more attempted to persuade the 
coiintosH lo relinquish visiting the apartment that 
night; but with a look of delermi»)ed resolution she 
declared, she rOsSolved to proceed to the spot which 
contained her favorite portrait, and commanded Han- 
nah to take the candle and lead the way. 

Well then madam,” said Haniiah, since you are 
determined to go, pray take hold of iny arm, and let 
Miss Gurney w alk by the side of you.” 

You are realty liannah growing quite absurd,” 
said the countess, for what purpose should I do all 
this: however, to please you, come Rhoda, let me 
take your arm.” 

In this manner they proceeded to the little chamber 
which contained the portrait Vrithout meeting the 
smallest interrnptioii ; and the countess laughing the 
whole time at the shaking limbs and fear-struck coun- 
tenance of poor old Hannah. They now approached 
the door where hung the beauteous resemblance, and 
the countess exclaimed in tones of extacy — 

There Rhoda, did you ever behold any thing 
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half so beautiful ? how pure, how innoceut she looks : 
it would be next to an impossibility almost to suppose 
that lovely beings, were she in exist t'nce, capable of 
deception/^ 

Miss Gurney was just about to reply to this obser- 
vation, when a sigh deeper, and if possible more 
piercing than that heard in the pine grove, arrested 
their attention, and transfixed like statutes they conti- 
nued to gaze on each other witlioiit Ix'ing able to arti- 
culate a single word. 

Miss Gurney, however, w^as the first who attempted 
to break the silence, as taking the hand of the now ter- 
rified countess, she perceived her to be near fainting: 
yet strange to say, that though 11a nun b behold the 
situation of ,her beloved mistress, and was visibly 
alSectcd by it, yet slie uttered not a word. 

For Heaven’s sake let us instantly quit this place,” 
said Miss Gurney, Hannah now assisted to lead the 
countess out ; and Miss Gurney, putting her arm 
round her waist, almost carried lier through the apart- 
ment which they had before passed ; but they had no 
sooner placed her in a chair, than she burst into an 
agony of tears, exclaiming — 

“ Oh ! merciful Heaven, what can this mean ? and 
for what am I yet preserved ?” 

“ Why should you, my beloved friend,” cried Miss 
Gurney, “ snj^pose it is attached to yourself? may it 
not equally belong to” — 

Lord Glenroy !” answered the countess ; and 
does it not, therefore, equally belong to me? am 1 not 
his wife ? and for some unknown cause strangely con- 
nected with this dreadful mystery, am I not justified 
now Rhoda, in my suspicions ?” 
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M iss Gurney durst not venture to express her sen- 
timents on a subject so strangely luysterious^ and re- 
mained silent. The countess then turned to Hannah, 
and perceived that she was inucli embarrassed. 

You too my poor Hannah seem strangely agitated,” 
uttered she, I command you to tell me, as you value 
my repose, what you know appertaining to that dread- 
ful aj)artment ; for that you arc informed of some part 
of the niysterv I am convinced from the conduct you 
Jjave shewn to night.” 

llamuih replied not but with her tears. 

Have you ever witnessed any thing before like 
whatwc* lieardtonight Hannah,” repeated the countess. 

“ Yes madam, once before,” cried llannah, “ and 
now 1 beseecli you my dear lady, if your poor old 
faithful Hannah was ever dear to you, aijv me no more 
(juestions concerning this matter ; if you regard my 
life, dear lady, l>e for ever silent on the subject; for if 
you moiition it to my lord, you arc lost for ever, andjl 
shall bo a dead woman,” cried Hannah still looking 
fearfully around her. 

My dearesi friend,” cried Miss Gurney, I iiu- 
j)l(«re you to abide I>y what Hannah says ; you cannot 
doubt of Ivor zeal tow ards you ; strong are her motives 
be assured for concealing w Jiat may have liappcned to 
roim‘ w if hill her knowledge of this mysterious aiTair. 
S<‘ek therefore to inquire no further ; your innocence 
w ill shield you from the storm, let the ]>last blow ever 
so koi*n; — trust to that, and lime will elucidate all 
nther things.” 

The countess bowed in silence; she promised to 
obey Miss Gurney’s injunctions, and turned her beau- 
teous eyes in meek submission to heaven. But she 

A 3 



370 


THE ORPH A V BOY, OR 


found her confidence in her husband dreadfully shaken, 
and the tranquillity which she had of late so perfectly 
enjoyed but the prelude to a tale of impenetrable 
mystery and of affliction yet to come. 


CllAPTKR XXXVin. 


It was a late hour when Sir William and the earl 
returned; and the countess and Miss (iiirney, dread- 
fully agitated with the incident of the evening had 
retired to brd. In the morning lady Cilenroy arose 
with a heavy heart ; there was a degree of langour in 
her countenance and a paleness in her complexion 
which W'as now quite unusual, and it attracted the 
notice of the earl and Sir William the moment she 
appeared at breakfast. Taking her hand, and looking 
earnestly in her face, his lordship triiderly exclaimed — 
Evadne, my soul’s darling, are you not well 
And before the countess had sidficient time to 
answ^er this question. Miss (lurney, who w as present, 
instantly replied — 

“ Oh ! my lord, ’tis nothing more than the effects of 
a fright wdiich the countess and myself received w'hile 
you were gone to Cotirtney Hall. I’ll tell yon lunv it 
happened. We were taking onr evening stroll, and 
being near the farm, nothing would serve my lady but 
she must go and look at the calves, w hicli •fenkinson 
had intimated were the prettiest creatures in the 
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world. Well, my lord, away goes that naughty 
woman and yonr humble servant into the cow-house, 
when lo and beliold the mother of the calves not taking 
oiir visit so kind as we could wish, threatened us with 
such viohmco, that had we not taken to our heels and 
scampered away as fast as we could, you may easily 
su{)pos(‘ how dreadful would have been the conse- 
([iience of our imprudence*. 1 declare I have been 
dreaming all night of being tossecl by a furious mad bull.” 

How could you, my dear creatun*,” said the carl, 
tliink of g(niig there alone ? and w itiiout calling 
some persoii to slievv these little animals belonging 
to the liouse. Really. Kvadne, I am half inclined to 
be angry w ith you, for being so venturous.” 

And you. madam,” cried Sir William to Miss 
(iuniev, deserve to ha\ea rod in pickle for suftering 
the countess to act (l)egging her ladyship's pardon) so 
foolishlv.” 

Miss Gurney acknowledged that she was ready to 
submit to any punishment they thought proper to in- 
flict on her for so doing. 

"riien I protest you shall give us both a kiss, 
Uhoda,” said the earl. 

Aik* 1 don't know' whether I shall not l)e induced 
lo take twenty,” exclaimed Sir William. Such an 
ofleiice as the culprit has been guilty* of, must be chas- 
tised witli tenfold severity/’ and he imprinted an 
ardent kiss on the lips of Miss (iurney, that brought a 
very pretty vennillion into her cheeks. 

The earl declared she should not escape without 
paying his forfeit also, therefore s1k‘ received a salute 
from his lordship, though we cannot exactly say it was 
quite so ardent as Sir Wiliiaui’s. 
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Spite ol'the depression of spirits which the countess 
laboured under, she could not help smiling at the 
ingenuity of her friend ; and happy to find that her 
story had gained so much credit with the carl, endea- 
voured to assume a cheerfulness which her heart was 
very far from experiencing in reality. Tlie earl now 
informed her that they had all received the nu^st press- 
ing invitation to dine that day at Courtney Hall ; and 
lie added, and you, Hhoda, are particularly requested 
to favour us with your company tliither, at tl»e earnest 
solicitation of lady Courtney, who I am happy to say 
is in a fair way of emerging from all h{?r taslnonable 
follies and recovering her senses. 

’Tis a query to me now,” cried Sir William, 
whether she ever possessed any; ]>ut faith, the situa- 
tion of poor Sir George afi'ects me greatly ; ho is a 
good fellow, and F could willingly wish he W('re 
restored to his former tranquillity. We must try, my 
lol'd' what we can do wdth this strange man, this, 
count llosalvi, when he arrives ; for Jonkinsoii 
informs me he is a foreigner — an Italian of some 
distinction, and that his dingy complexion, like 
his disposition, is dark and gloomy, and his temper 
eixeeedingly morose, occasioned by some unhappy in- 
cidents in the early period of his life, the cause of 
which still remainaiB secret ; bo tliat as it may, we will 
endeavour to soften his flinty heart. 

I am told that his property is immense,” rejoined 
the earl. Strange that he should be so solicitous 
to have the money paid immediately.” 

“ But as we do not know his motives,” cried Sir 
William, we must suspend all farther judgment on 
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his rliaractor. and wait the issue of his arrival at 
Courtney Hall. 

Count Rosalvie will be here to-day, will not he ?” 
enquired lady ( Jlenroy. 

Yes, love,” answered the earl, “ therefore, iny 
dear Rhoda, pr(q)are t(» put on all your eliarms ! Eiii*’- 
lish beauty, likt^ Eni*'li.di liospitalily, is surci to awaken 
in Ihe breast of a foreigner the most liv(dy impressions ; 
and w!u) knows inrt our little poi^tess may make a eon- 
quest ? why Hannan yon don’t seem pleased with the 
supposition ; probably my la^t eonelusion does not 
exactly coincide witli your wishes ?” 

Sir William certainly did betray a little tunbarrass- 
rnent, and he re})lied — 

Well, siippose me not to lx* pleased tiien. 1 can 
keep my thoughts to mys<df, cannot I ?' * 

By no moans/’ returiu'd the (*arl, hardly su{)press- 
ing a laugh ; •* out uitli tlicin for the benefit of 
society.** 

Tormenting creature,” said the countess, and 
smiled. 

“ By Jove, since yoti insist upon having them,” said 
Sir William. 1 was thinking I had much sooner 
that lady should make a conquest of me than all the 
foreigners in the created universe.” 

Miss Gurney blushed ; and the earl exclaimed — 

“ Why, it is pretty evident she has done that 
already.” 

‘‘ I believe she has,” muttered Sir William, and 
marched out of the room. 

Rhoda, I give you joy,” cried the earl, we shall 
shortly have the pleasure of paying our devoirs to lady 
Harman,” 
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You are a most unmerciful creature, my lord/’ 
returned Miss ( Jurney/’ a?id the next time you feel 
disposed to rally, I shall certainly co?itrive to steal out 
of your way/’ 

The ladies now retired to dress, wliidi a few minutes 
eiitircdy completed. The countess bein^* attired, as 
she always was, with the neatest simplicity ; (‘ver 
lovely, she reqtiired no aid of ornamemt to set her olf. 
Miss tiurney, thougli she was amply su|)plied by 
her generous benefactress with every article of 
elegant apparel, had too much good sense to 
make an impro[)er display of it ; and wore, on tins 
day a white lute string gown with black ornaments. 
She contrasted her now* happy lot w ith all those humi- 
liating and mortifying sensations she liad experienced 
on the first da\*of her introduction at Courtney Hall ; 
and seat€Hl in the same carriage w ith her benevolent 
benefactress, she breathed a fervent piayer to that 
Divine Power whose dispensations had been so libe- 
rally bestowed. 

Sir George appeared at the gate w ith a countenance 
which beamed with the most animated gratitude, and 
conducting them to the draw ing-room. they beheld the 
now penitent lady Courtney occupied by the most de- 
lightful employment, she was nursing her infant son, 
and the little Sophia was playing at her feet ; she rose 
at their entrance, but could hardly restrain her tears 
as she pronounced— 

Welcome, a thousand times welcome, my dearest 
friends. Miss (Jurney (and Lady Courtney conde- 
scendingly oftered her hand) accept niy sincerest 
thanks for kindly consenting to come hither. There 
was a time when 1 was led to overlook your merits 
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anti bo assured I sliall ever remember tliat day with a 
doej) sense of sliame and regret.” 

Your ladyship does me injustice,” said Miss 
(Hurnoy, most cordially returnini 2 ^her ladyship’s salute, 
if you suppose at this moment it is not cjuite for- 
o'otten,” 

Sir William was in rapture ; he sung and capered 
about the room, to the no small (uitertainment of the 
little laughing Sophia, with whom he played. He 
then kis-od the lovely infant, and paid many compli- 
ments to lady (’ourtney, declaring he could now dis- 
( ovt'r more charms in her than he thought she was 
ever possesst'd of. 

Jove madam,” cried Sir William, when I 
used to set* von in the midst of voiir finery alona: with 
your contemporaries in fashionable folly. I could not 
etuhire the sight of you; hut hero, here is something 
more agreeable to my eye-sight : this is a prospect 
which inchants me. 1 love to see a motlier tending 
andiiursiug her children ; and that little chubby rogue 
there in your arms shall, if he lives, have a third of all 
that 1 possess. 

Tlie jdayful innocent at this moment held out his 
little arms to Sir William as if he liad known of his 
kind intentions towards him, and lie received him M'ith 
a smile, while tears of contrition stole down the face of 
tlie too conscious mother. The melancholy state of 
mind to which she saw her husband reduced by her 
own imprudence liad penetrated to the heart of Sophia, 
and was perhaps llie first step towards her reformation ; 
he was tlie father nf her lo>ely children ; and though 
she had so strangely abused bis goodness, yet she ten- 
derly loved him ; and when Sir (icorge liad revealed 



to her the whole deraiigenioni of his affairs and the 
ruin with which every hour threatened them, she was 
shocked, and bursting into tears, acknowledged her 
faults, imploring him to forgive them, and promised 
the sincerest amendment. It was easy to imagine 
that a husband like Sir George could not long cherish 
resentment against a woman on whom he doated, and 
he communicated to her the reception lie had met 
with at Glenroy Castle when he apprised the carl and 
the countess with the situation of his aftairs. — And 
our dear children my love,” cried he, our dear chil- 
dren are likewise presented with a gift of two tliou- 
sand pounds,” 

Oh, heavens ! from w hom ?” cried the delighted 
Sophia. 

The countess,” replied Sir George, the divine 
lady Glenroy.” 

“ From Evadne ! can it be possible !” said lady 
Courtney. Oh! how much Imve I wronged her 
goodness in supposing she w ould not )iavc IxdViended 
me.” 

Because you felt conscious how little you deserved 
it : was it not that my love ?” retm neti Sir George.” 

I grant it,” said lady Courtney, I acknowledge 
that, when under my father’s roof, I was always base 
enough to treat her w ith unkindness, with ingratitude: 
but heaven has rewarded her, and, I hope sujfficiently 
chastised mo,” 

The sight of lord Glenroy ’s carriage now^ ptit an end 
to their interesting conversation, w hen lady Courtney 
was discovered in the situation already described. 

She found an opporliuiity to converse with the coun- 
tess apart for a few moments, and expressed her grati- 
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tudc in the liveliest manner for the noble act of genero- 
sity she had conferred in favour of her children. 

Mention it not Sophia said the counters, I require 
no thanks. 1 am blessed with the power of being ser- 
viceable to my friends ; you, Sophia, are a near rela- 
tive, and it would be both a sin and a shame if 
inclination was wanting where ability is so great.'* 
They then rambled in the park before dinner, Miss 
Gurney leading in her hand the little Sophia, whose 
innocent prattle and affectionate caresses delighted 
her. They continued to walk, when the child sud- 
denly stopped, and running to lady Courtn^, 
exclaimed — . 

Oh ! dear mamma, look there ; there is such a 
l>eaiitifui coach at our gate, and my papa is speaking 
to a gentleman who is getting out of it ; do let us go 
to them, mamma." 

Count Rosalvie is then, I dare say, arrived," said 
lady Courtney. Oh ! Evadne, how my heart sinks 
at his name. He is such a character that I confess 1 
cherish but little hope of his lenity towards us.** 

Hope tetter," replied the countess ; and see 
here is Sir George coming towards us.** 

Sir Gi orge now approached. 

He is come," cried he. Count Rosalvie is 
arrived, and is already in the drawing-room. Sum- 
mons up your courage, my love, and meet him with a 
smile.’* 

Sir George then led the way, the ladies following ; 
and opening the drawing-room door, presented to their 
view the so much dreaded count Rosalvie. He was 
at that moment engaged in conversation with the earl 
and Sir William, and did not perceive their entrance, 
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till Sir George, taking liis wife in one li.and and the 
countess in the other, respectfully introduced them, 
and afterwards Miss Gurney. 

Count Rosalvie rose and bowed very courteously, 
but his eyes a second time glancing towards lady 
Glenroy, he started and turned pale. He looked at 
her again — he became more agitated — ho attempted to 
speak and to apologize for the rudeness he had been 
guilty of, but his voice faltered, and he could scarcely 
stammer out — 

Madam, I trust yon will pardon the liberU I have 
availed myself of, but the almost perfeei r4*:-eui!)laiu e 
your features bear to a d(‘ar lan»ent< ' object, whom 
time can never efface from my recollec tion, has, 1 con- 
fess, suddenly and wholly overpowered mo/’ 

He then leaned back on his chair, and seemed 
unable to suppress emotions which bt*came ewery 
moment more painful. The attention^ of the whole 
party were now' directed town- Is him, and the earl, 
taking the hand of the countess, entreated lier (o w ith- 
draw. 

Retire, my love,” cried he, foe a few nioinenis ; 
I think you had better till count Rosalvie is more 
composed/’ 

Oh ! let me indeed go,” cried the countess, in 
’ftccustomed gentle and melodious voice. 1 cannot 
be^r to wound sensibility so great.” 

Count Rosalvie gasped for breath — he started from 
his chair — he suddenly opposed the earl in taking the 
i countess from ihe room, and surveying her again, witli 
Ahe 'deepest /anguish imprinted on every feature, 
eiKclai«ii3d'^ 

Speak again ! Oh ! let my ear but catch those 
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tones once a^aiii — tlicy penetrate niy inmost «oul — 
they awaken me to a long lost sense of happiness — to 
the thrilling^ the extatie hope of bliss. Speak then, 
for mv existence depends upon your reply. Was not 
>oui mother’s name Laura ? and before your marriage 
tvas not yours ItO Burney.'’ 

Tlie same,” pronounced the countess. 

Then you arc mine,” exclaimed count Rosalrie. 

i :on the Umg lost I^e Burney, and father to that 
child. t)h ! Providence, thy arm was never 
sir< tcJicd oiu iii vain ; it snatched me from IhcM^avcs — 

{ upfudd me in captivity — and now it brings me to the 
ijreseiuu? of III) child. Oh ! angelic resemblance of 
• bv saoitt'd mother, iny heart springs to meet thee, 
t r Borot^v iu*liuowled^^(^s his daughter !” 

\!1 iliou iiuh cd my father r” said •the countess. 

Ui: ! f:!c«iM‘d title !” and she threw herself 

niiCi tiie extended ac\us which were open to receive 
•p.r. 

Siuib r-. tear’-', and were mingled in the era- 

i>?a( f A littl<‘ composed, count Rosalvie took from 
l! - breast a miniature picture, and presenting it to the 
rari— 

'' l ie* ", here, my friends, cried he, for such from this 
iiv.a I inii-i evercoiisider you : behold the features of her 
a nther. Can there exist a more pertect resemblance? 
was it possible for the instinct of a father’s heart to be 
ini^laken in his child ? Oh ! w hat were my sensations 
nheri my eyes first encountered her extatic glance ? 
h it when I iu;ard her voice, the living image of my 
liUtira stood before me. Oh! my friends, you wit- 
tioscd at that ntoiiienl my strong emotions ; you now 
btdiold my transports ; they are indeed too great for 
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ntterance f ’ and again he pressed his daughter to his 
heart. 

The features of the countess and those represented 
in the lovely portrait of the unfortunate Laura were 
the same^ and the earl while he gazed on it, remem- 
bered all the particulars of her melancholy story, re- 
lated in the words of tlie colonel while at Bloomfield 
House. 

The erobarrasments of Sir George, the mortgage, 
the estate, all were foigotten in the present moment of 
felicity; and one and all shared in the transports of 
the delighted father and his recovered daughter. For 
a considerable part of that day he would not suffer 
the countess to quit his side even for a moment ; and 
fixt in KMiniest contemplation on the lovely lineaments 
of her face wohld now and then suddenly exclaim — 

It is then no dream, it is reality; and Le Burney 
is indeed blessed with the child of bis Laura. Oh ! 
my full heart, how richly art thou paid for whole 
lengthened years of anguish and desjjair 

He promised the countess early to acquaint her with 
a narrative of past events : and, as the earl had informed 
him he was partly in possession of his historj' from the 
beginning of his attachment to Mrs. Le Burney to the 
period of her death, he delayed for a few days toeing 
communicative on a subject which would revive the 
most painful recollections in his own breast ; while it 
would excite in the gentle bosom of his daughter a 
degree of agitation for which her spirits at the present 
moment were fer from being able to encounter. He 
commissioned the earl to inform Sir George Courtney 
that, he had not come there to enforce the payment of 
the debt he owed him. The motive which brought 
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him there was, in the first instance, curiosity to see a 
country he bad heard so much extolled ; and, in the 
second, he hoped it was the pure impulse of humanity ; 
that his misfortunes had soured his temper, but trusted 
they had by no means hardened his disposition to the 
commission of uncharitable actions ; that from the 
happy moment wherein he had discovered and acknow- 
ledged his daughter he should not only consider his 
debt as cancelled, but supply him with any further 
sums he miglit require to retrieve his embarrassed cir- 
cumstances, for,^’ continued count Rosalvie, I am 
now the wcsalthiest of the wealthy ; and, having re- 
covered my heart’s dearest treasure in the possession 
of my child, am also the happiest of the happy. Long 
since have I learned to estimate the true value of 
riches by sharing them with the worthy ; and the in- 
sufficiency of all knowledge which does not lead to the 
practice of christiunity.” 

Lady Glenroy, though she had not forgotten the 
Tiiysterious sighs, yet, in the society 6f her new-found 
father, cc:ased to dwell so constantly on the alarming 
apprehensions which they had excited. She had now 
the protecting arm of a parent to shield her from any 
calamity which might in future threaten her ; and, as 
she hung delighted on every kind s^mtence which fell 
from his lips, his endearing caresses administered a 
balm which proved a source of inexhaustible happi-* 
ness ; and fi'om the fresh proofs of affection, which, 
indeed, he daily evinced towards her, the daughter of 
Ijc Burney might justly be estimated the most enviable 
of human beings. 

A few days after count Ilosalvie became an inmate 
of the earl’s mansion he presented him with a fortune 
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of sixty tliousaiul pounds as tiie portion of his £vadiie^ 
which lord Olenroy strenuously opposed accepting ; 
but the count would Uiko no refusal ; declaring that 
the remainder of his property would devolve to his 
darling child at his demise. He appeared highly 
pleased with the excentric humour of Sir William 
Harman; and Miss Gurney, as she evidently seemed 
a favorite with the countess, was honored with many 
marks of his attention : he moreover thought Uhoda a 
highly-accomplished and sensible w oman. 

One evening that the count had appe^ared luiiisnally 
thoughtful, he intreated his friends to make a circle 
round the fireside, when he would impart to them his 
promised narrative from the time that he hud embark- 
ed for Italy to (he day on which he had so p ro video - 
tialJv discovered his daughter. 

Imagine my friejids,’' cried he, the grief w hich 
took possession of luy bosom on quitting the beloved 
of my soul to embark on a watery element; for 1 had 
been but three weeks a husband, and every fibre of 
my heart was so closely wound round the object of my 
love that, to part w ith her, was a pang of all others 
insupportable. You who have seen but tlie outward 
form of my departed angel, may judge in some degree 
of the purity that reigned w itbin ; in all that w as resist- 
less, gentle, and engaging, was Laura Bloomfield ; and 
from the first moment that I beheld her, my heart 
became her willing slave. Heaven knows with what 
reluctance I sought her clandestinely to become niy 
wife ; yet bad she consented to have accompanied me 
to Italy, I would have braved a frowning father, a 
stern mother^ and with pride have acknowledged the 
object of my heart’s dearest choice. No inducement, 
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however, could prevail with her to quit the shores of 
her native land ; and I bade adieu to Laura with a 
hoson* torn with contending sensations of anguish and 
despair. Never sliall 1 forget her last look, her last 
words, as she fondly uttered while clasped to my 
throbbing heart — 

"Sigisniund, niyexistcnce will depend upon your’s ; 
when you arrive in Italy, let your letters prove the 
herald of your safidy.’ 

Alas! my poor Laura! never was she destined 
again to behold her lost, her dist meted husband! I 
\vas torn from lier arms, and driven on the merciless 
orean in the momentous expectation of perishing by 
-^hipwTeck.’’ — 

And to that lionr,'’ said the earl, 1 am acquaint- 
ed with yo\ir history. A letter from the captain who 
‘<urvi\ed the unfortunate crew with a hoy related to 
Mrs. Hamilton the melancholy intelligence that you 
likewise had perished ; and that f fear occasioned the 
|>remature death of your lamenUMl w ife/’ 

I know it, ’ cried the connt, visibly afierted,'^’^ 1 
am acquainted with it all since my return to England. 
After a fruitless search to discover her abode, I sud- 
denly encountered Mrs. Hamilton one morning in a 
solitary ramble; the worthy w'oman not being able to 
credit the evidence of her senses fainted at the sight of 
me ; and it was many hours before I could persuade 
her to belie\^ that I was the very identical Sigismund 
Le Burney whom she had the strongest reason to 
^^nppose had long since perished in the bosom of the 
ocean. Besides wliich, affliction, slavery (for I had 
been a captive in Algiers), and sickness had so changed 
niy former person that, she might easily have conclud- 
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ed 1 was an impostor, had not the tones of my voice, 
as she afterwards assured me, reminded her that it 
could be only me. 

But my wife, cried I.’* 

In giving birth to a daughter,’^ said Mrs. Hamil- 
ton, and in the supposition that you no longer 
existed, expired a few hours after her delivery, be- 
queathing her child to the care of her only brother, 
colonel Bloomfield.” 

“ Where is be now ?” cried I ; “ and what has he 
done with my child ?” 

Mrs. Hamilton, bursting into tears, declared it was 
many years since he had departed from that country, 
no one knew whither ; that he had married the daugh- 
ter of an opulent farmer, who was by no means his 
equal in min3 or manners, and that she had wandered 
a whole year in the hope of being able to find out his 
place of residence, but in vain; she believed the 
colonel to be no longer living, or gone to reside in 
aome distant country. 

‘‘ In either case then,” cried I, the child of my 
Laura is lost to me. Was it for this that I escaped 
shipwreck ; that I endured for seven long long 
years slavery. My despair knew no bounds ; 1 re- 
proached Mrs. Hamilton with tinkindness ; with 
neglect to Laura, by deserting her infant. 

The poor woman wept bitterly — she flung herself 
at my feet ; she implored my pity and forgiveness, and 
added— 

^ You forget, Sir, it was the dying request of Mrs. 
Le Burney, that her brother should adopt her child, 
and the little Evadne was delivered to his care from 
the hour of her birth. The colonel is a worthy man, 
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and has I doubt not most faithfully discharged his 
trust.’ 

^ That remains to be proved,' answered I, and 
alas ! what may now be the destiny of my beloved 
child ! or supposing that her uncle has cherished her 
n itli regard, w^ho can tell if the woman he has married 
may bo equally kind I who madam can supply to my 
Laura’s child the unutterable fondness of a doating 
father.’ ” 

Tears, now unrestrained, fell fast from the countess 
at the recollection of some past events which no change 
of time or situation had yet been able to obliterate 
from her memory ; which count Rosa] vie instantly 
remarking intreated her to he composed* 

‘‘ Why is my sw»eet Evadiie so much a/Tected/' cried 
he, “ are not the days of our misfortune now past? 
You cannot w eep at affliction yet to come, therefore 
my love be comforted.” 

Lady Glcnroy bowed over her fatlver’s hand which 
she pressed to her lips; but as she did so, it was 
bedew ed with a shower of her gentle tears* 

Our Evadne sir is the child of sensibility/’ said 
the earl, gently pressing her hand, but I beseech 
you count Rosalvie,” continued he, to inform us, 
when the vessel struck on a rock, what miracle 
served you from experiencing the fate of your unfb|*tu» 
nate companions.” • 

The countess and Miss Gurney shuddered, anq the 
count proceeded with his narrative. 

Dreadful was the conflict between life and death, 
uttered he, for, although an expert swimmer, I 
on the point of sinking exhausted by fatigue into 
bottomless abyss, w*hcu 1 was instantaneously 

e 3 
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by a tremendous billow on the rocks. I was just con- 
sekms that 1 still breathed but no more ; my senses 
finrsaking me in that moment of miraculous pre^^erva- 
tion; and I was afterwards informed that I continued 
insensible for a considerable time after the Algerines 
bore me to their vessel : who it seems cherished my 
existence in order that 1 might become their captive. 
To their timely discovering me on the rocks was I how- 
ever indebted for further preservation, as 1 lay with- 
out sense or motion, they dressed my wounds (for I 
was dreadfully bruised) ; and forcing a cordial dow n 
my throat, conveyed me on board. There w'as no 
doubt much care liestowed on my recovery, for I con- 
tinued for three weeks so much enfeebled from the 
bruises I had^ received as scarcely to be able to walk. 
Arrived in Algiers they delivered me to tlie merchant 
wifh whom they were negociating for slaves. This 
man was called Zanguebar, andwn», without excep- 
tion, the most unfeeling of his kind. I imparted to 
him my name and circumstances, and referred him to 
my father count Carlini Rosalvie of Italy; but he re- 
fused to take any ransom which could be offered for 
my emancipation ; and though he con<lescendcd to treat 
me with less severity than the generality of his slaves, 
yet, torn from every cherished hope of fond affection, 
my linind became a prey to the deepest anguish and 
despondence. 1 could obtain no cominuliication with 
my family : and the thoughtiof what Ihey must endure 
on my account, kept my mind dontintmlly on the rack ; 
added to which, my feelings for my poor deserted 
\^aura, whom 1 now considered for ever lost to me, 
tiounled to such excess of agony that, I was often in 
tiger of a total deprivation of my senses. 
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The monster Zaiiguebar beheld the situation to 
which 1 was reduced without one atom of commiscra* 
tion; but, on the contrary, I believe his savage dispo- 
sition was gratified in the reflection that, there was a 
prospect of my remainmg in perpetual banishment* 
I often cndeavourtjd to excite soinc^ emotion of pity mi 
his flinty heart, some tender sentiment of compassion, 
i)y attempting to describe in language which would 
liave melted the heart of a stoic the imagined situation 
of my distracted wife; hut it was to no purpose that I 
ultered my complaints, the impenetrable Zanguebar 
was deaf to all niy intreaties, unmoved by all my suf- 
ferings ; and it w as not till a burning fever had attacked 
me, tliat I was permitted to abstain from one tnomenrs 
employ in the plantations of this persevering tyrant. 
My disorder raged with violence, and Laffled the skill 
of their most eminent physicians, w ho, for a length of 
time ^)ronounced me to be incurable. I was totally 
regardless of life; oxistenco* had become a burthen to 
me ; and I looked upon death as a consoling friend 
who was shortly to terminate my miseries/’ 

Oh, my father !’' exclaimed the countess, my 
poor srftering father, how much hast thou endured ! 
while thy child, absent and exiled from thy presence, 
knew' not the inestimable blessing of a parent’s love.” 

(^ounl Tlosalvie cast a look of unutterable fondness 
on his lovely daughter and continued. — 

Suffering, Iny child, is the lot of humanity ; and 
trust me, they w ho pass through life w ithoat it are not 
more happy on that account ; for having no real evils 
to complain of, the restless imagination then estimates 
every trivial dioappointineiit as a misfortune, and can 
bear it w'ith less fortitude than those who have passed 
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the ordeal of ail human Crials* Did we jiot feci sorrow, 
we should be rendered callous to the sufferings of 
others. I w^as indeed at this period of my afiliclioti 
reduced to that state of inanity that, I ceased to repine 
at a fate for which there appeared no remedy. 1 no 
longer complained; and one morning, when niy dis- 
order had considerably abated and 1 was able to walk 
about my chamber, 1 was surprised by the sudden 
appearance of Celestiiia, Zanguebar's daughter, whom 
1 had never beheld but once during my captivity. 
She was beautiful as the fabled llouries ; and gentle 
as the dews which the tirst breath of morn sheds on 
opening flowers.^^ 

^You aixi free,” cried she, Celestina gives you 
liberty! Celestina, who has wept for your sufferings 
when the means of compassion were denied to Iier, 
DOW obtains the mandate for >our emancipation. You 
are no longer the slave of au inexorable tyrant ; Zan* 
guebar is no more : last knight he {mid the forfeit of 
his persecution, cruelty, and hatred. Kise, poor cap- 
tive,’ for I had fallen at her feet, ‘ and breathe your 
gratitude to Iteaven where alone it isnlue.’ 

** As she departed, this angel of pity dropt a purse, 
the contents of which were more than sufficient to 
give me \ passport to my native land. Conceive my 
transports dearest friends : ah 1 you cannot ! A wretch- 
ed being after seven long years of hard captivity 
restored at once to the blessings of health and liberty — 
Oh ! there is not a speck contained on the surface of 
the universal earth on which he does not gaze with 
rapture— from wbicli lie does not inspire some new 
delight! The birds, the flowers, the fields, the air to 
him seem opening fMradirse; and there W not a brealh- 
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in^ object in creation which he in not disposed to love! 
My bosom bounded with the most transporting hopes. 
My heart, disencumbered of its long cherished griefi, 
anticipated the most extatic meeting with iny friends; 
and when 1 slumbered in iny now joyful dreams I con- 
stantly niurniiired — 

^ Laura, darling of iiiy heart, we meet again/ 

1 <|uitted Algiers, and arrived in Italy just time 
enough to close the eyes of iny expiring mother. My 
father, count Carliiii Rosalvie, whose title and estates 
1 succeeded to, had long since been numbered with the 
dtvad ; and my mother, despairing of ever beholding 
mo again, was in the last stage of a consumption. She 
retained no traces of her former j^elf; and my return to 
iny paternal home rather hastened hc^r dissolution 
than was the means of prolonging her existence ; she 
expired in my arms on the fifth day after my arrival at 
the Chateau of Rosalvie ; leaving me the sole heir of 
a property which was iminence, and which I then 
fondly hoped I should at last have the consolation of 
sharing with Laura. Relinquishing my family name 
of Le Burney for the title which 1 inherited from my 
father I left Italy with a heart braced to cxtacy, and 
once more beheld the shores of Albion. 

Here my friends you know^ the sum of all my 
woes; the melancholy sequel of all my afflictions, in 
•omparison with which all others seemed light. I 
found my wife dead — my child lost. Again 1 became 
the sport of cruel destiny ; yet had heaven preserved 
one precious drop to throw into the cup of my afflic- 
tion; it has sweetened the bitter draught : it has done 
more; it has turned the stream of sorrow* into the 
" atcES of Lethe, I have drank of it: and misfortune- 
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are forgottciK Oblivk>n casts a veil over all past 
fi^ring8;-r- peace Is returned; — and happiness springs 
again in the embraces of my recovered child — iti L»c 
Biimey’s acknowledged daughter.” 


CHAPTER XXXIX, 


Was ever daughter so happy ?” exclainird the 
countess of Clenroy. AVas ever child more blessed ?” 
and, siniling through her tears, she presented each a 
hand, to her father and her husband, which they aflec* 
tionately kissed; then turning to IVliss (iiirney, who 
had discovered great sensibility at the relation of count 
Rosalvic's narrative, and you, my beloved Rhoda,” 
said she, who are a witness, shall also be a sharer 
in my happiness. Friend of my heart, amialde in- 
structress, think you I can ever be insensible to your 
merits ? No, Rhoda, wc will never part,” 

Unless a certain event take's place,” observed 
lord Glenroy, perceiving that Miss Gurney was 
greatly aifected ; and willing to give tlic conversation 
u more lively turn, he added — “ tlien surely, Kvadne, 
you will not have the conscience to separate man and 
wife.” 

This introduced some pleasant raillery, and even 
coxmt Rosalvie was induced to bear a part. He 
-declared, sliould that be the case, he hoped 
tfurncy would do him the honour to select him as 
father on that importanl day. 
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Sir William cliscovored no ^mall Hymptoms ofsaih;* 
faction on perceiving that the subject was by no means 
disagreeable to his dear little poetess, to whom he had 
more than once contrived to impart a declaration -of 
his regard. We cannot tell when or where, Sir 
William being very sly in the business ; and she, it 
seems, had given him no cause for despair, but had 
actually consented to become lady Harman at an early 
period. 

Count Rosalvie one morning stole a march upon 
the good folks at the cast le, and wliile they yet reposed 
in the arms of Morpheus, made the best of his way ta 
C ourtney Hall, leaving word with Hannah that he 
should not return to breakfast ; when arrived there. 
Sir fJcorge and Sophia, by every marji of the most 
respectful attention, endeavoured to convince him 
how highly they estiuinted his good opimonand friend* 
ship, and how much they were indebted to him for hts 
friendly visit ; but the benevolent lieart of cotmt 
Rosalvie had something more in contemplation than 
merely taking a dish of tea with them. He desired 
that the little girl whom he saw on the first day of hiN 
arrival tlicre might be brought to Jiim, ns he had 
recollected an incident which had occurred respecting 
tills child, whicli, however trifiiog, had made some 
impression on him. Count Rosalvie was a mao ofa 
peculiar turn of thinking, therefore it is not at all 
extraordinary that he should entertain strange fan- 
cies, and w ished to have them indulged. He remem* 
hercd to have asked the little Sophia, as she twisted 
her little fingers in the ornaments which were sus- 
pended from his watch chain, if she loved him ? 
The child at first hesitated to make a reply, but on his 
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re|)^dting the question ‘‘do you love me?’* she*' 
answered — 

Yies, Sir; but if you will love my papa and 
maniayl ahall love you a great deiil better/' 

And suppose tliat 1 do not chase to care any 
thing* nt all about your papa and mama said count 
Rosalvie. 

The little girl instat^tly dropped the ornaments 
with which she liad been amusing herself, and strug- 
gling to escape from the arms of count Ilosalvie, 
exclaimed, 1 won’t love you, indeed I won’t ; you 
are a naughty man, and 1 w on’t love any body w ho is 
unkind to my pa{>a and mama then she burst into 
tears, no persuasion inducing her to return to him for 
the remainder of the day. 

This little anecdote he related to her father 
and mosher while at breakfast, and declared that 
he was come that morning with the intention of 
making reparation to the little offended Sophia. She 
was now' brought into the room, and count Rosalvie 
taking her in his arms, fully reconciled himself to 
her, by declaring that he was extremely fond of her 
dear mama. 

She was one of the loveliest creatures in the world; 
a profusion of flaxen hair curled in natural ringlets 
over her forehead, and her eyes, of the brightest blue, 
sparkled with innocent delight, while she lavished 
the most affectionate caresses on the count ; seated on 
hts knee, and looking earnestly in his face, she pro* 
nounced you are a pretty man now.” 

Count Rosalvie soon afterwards arose to depart, 
declaring he expected to receive severe cbastiseineut 
on his return to the castle for w'alking out alone. He 
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then requested lady Courtney would write to her 
father, colonel Bloomfield, and invite him down, in 
order that he might have the pleasure of conversing 
with the brother of his beloved wife, and of thanking 
him for the care he had taken of his dear child. 

At these words the cheeks of lady Courtney were 
suffused with the deepest scarlet ; and she had by no 
means recovered her confusion, when count Rosalvie, 
taking from his pocket-book a bank bill to the amount 
of five hundred pounds, begged it might be presented 
as a gift to her little favourite. 

If there is a pleasure in returning good deeds for 
evil ones (and who shall deny that there is not), count 
Rosalvie was certainly in this instance quite uncon* 
scious of it ; but it was beyond any douM that it was 
recorded in that sacred register where neither good or 
evil deeds can find concealment, and where it met 
with its due reward. Without staying to receive her 
thanks, he proceeded to the castle, and was gently 
reprimanded by his lovely daughter for being so unkind 
as to deprive her of the pleasure of accompany him. * 
After a few minutes silence, count Rosalvie suddenly 
enquired c f the earl — 

Pray, ray lord,’' cried he, favour me with a de* 
scription of this wife of the good colonel’s, this Mrs. 
Bloomfield, for I know not how it is, I have taken it 
.nto my head that she is a very unpleasant woman.’* 

“Then, by Jove,” count Rosalvie, dried Sir Wil- 
liam, “ give me leave to tell you you have only taken 
in your head a just conclusion ; but as you have pro- 
bably never visited a place called Billingsgate, where 
fish is to be, sold in large quantities, you can form no 
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estimafte of the true accomplishments of this iady^ 
H^ich consist chiefly of the prowess of the tongue. 

. “ What she is a virago then ?” cried count Rosalvie. 

. “ The greatest termagant in existence,” replied Sir 
William, “ and rules the roast, as the saying is, or in 
other words, the poor colonel is as arrant a hcn-pecked 
husband as may be found in the three kingdoms ; then 
she is BO cursedly conceited, so shockingly illiterate, 
and so abominably vulgar, that upon my soul (you’ll 
excuse me my. dear countess), 1 have often blushed 
when I have beheld her in the same society with you.” 

“ She must be a pleasant companion,” observed 
count Rosalvie, yet her daughter, methinks lady 
Courtney, appears an amiaiile vroman. 

Reformed,” cried Sir William. “ liy Jove, if 1 
don’t tliink she was once as bad as her mother ; but she 
is the w ife of poor Sir George, and 1 actually begin to 
think that her penitence is sincere.” 

“ 1 am convinced of it, my dear Sir,” said the 
countess. 

.“ Well, madam, said Sir William, “perhaps it 
may be so ; but thongb y ou arc an angel y ourself, and 
are charitable enough to suppose that- every body else 
is like you, yet you must not be surprised tp find 
others who will maintain a contrary opinion. 1 have 
had my doubts too. I contess that you, madam, were 
never treated according to your deserts in the colonel’s 
&miJy. I may be wrong ; 1 am an odd fellow, and 
sometimes have odd thoughts, but you have rewarded 
gpod f|H' evil, and ure doubly blessed.” 

Sir William then informed count Rosalvie of the 
two thousand pounds which lady Glenroy had given 
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to the children of lady Courtney ; at which generous 
action of his darling child tears started into the eyes 
of co!int Rosalvie ; he then turned to the earl, who 
had remained unusually silent on the subject of the 
colonel and Mrs. Bloomfield, but be joined in praising 
his Evadne with an eloquence of which he could at all 
limes be master, and in which he was at least sincere* 
1 perceive then, my lord,” cried count Rosalvif^ 

that my dearest child is too noble-minded to be 
explicit on the conduct of this uncle and aunt; and 
whether she has experienced kindness or the reverse 
you are equally dumb on the occasion ; we will there- 
fore dismiss all further discussion upon a subject so 
mipleasing to all parties, and particularly so to the 
feelings of a father.” 

Lord Glenroy, for the first time in the piH^sence of 
count Rosalvie, discovered an agitation, which, though 
he endeavoured to conceal from his observing eye, was 
but too strongly impressed on every feature. He 
sighed deeply ; his cheerfulness seemed for an instant 
totally to have forsaken him, and pleading a violent 
head-ache, he j)artooIv not of any part of the supper, 
which was prepared in the grand saloon. 

Tears trembled in the eyes of the lovely countess, 
and mysterious man” escaped her lips as she affec- 
tionately kissed (he cheek bf her father ; fortunately 
it met not his hearing, yet count Rosalvie retired on 
this evening to his apartment with a less degree of 
serenity than he had yet felt within the walls of Glen- 
roy Castle. There was something wanting in the 
character of the earl which he could not at present 
define, and that want appeared to be ingenuousness ; 
he was not sufficiently candid he thought in hie 
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sentiments respecting the coloncrs family, Mhicb, 
were it out of delicacy to his child, or the circumstance 
of the colonel’s being the brother of his Laura, he 
could then pardon ; and, laying his head on his pillow, 
he breathed a fervent prayer to Heaven for the repose 
of the countess, piously ejaculating, Heaven pre- 
serve my innocent child ! and may the purity of her 
gentle heart be her best shield to guard her from expe- 
riencing deceit, ingratitude, or temptation.” 

Neither of the parties aroi^e on the succeeding 
morning with their usual spirits. Count Rosalvie was 
impatient to converse in private with his daughter; 
be was anxious to learn if her marriage with the earl 
had been an attachment of the heart, or an union 
founded by the ambitious views or mercenary princi- 
ples of her uncle, and strongly did he ibrbode the 
latter ; the innocent and miJd character of Evadne 
forming a striking contrast with the haughty disposi- 
tion of her husband. In short there was something 
repelling in lord Glenroy, which count Rosalvie 
could by no means reconcile to the idea of his daugh- 
ter having selected him as the object of her choice ; 
yet again he reflected were it otherwise what could it 
now avail ? was she not his wife? why then should he 
probe into the secrets of her gentle heart ? why draw 
forth a confession, that being now married to the earl, 
would be the height of impropriety for her to disclose 
even to a father ? He determined therefore not to 
urge her on a subject which would be so painful to her 
feelings ; yet he resolved to penetrate, if possible, 
mose tginutely than he had hitherto done, into the 
true principles and real character of lord Glenroy, 
which he apprehended were only at times but fictitious 
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ones. A degree of reserve now appeared very evi- 
dent, on the part of his lordship, in his conversations 
with count Rosalvie ; they now seldom met but at 
dinner, Sir William being his constant companion in 
his morning walks and evening rides, which the conn* 
less remarking experienced a depression on her spirits 
which nothing could now have the power of charming 
away. 

Oh, Rhoda cried she, one day to Miss Gurney; 
‘‘ would we could learn what is passing in the heart 
of that mysterious man ; for sure there must be some- 
thing of extraordinary import. Do you not observe 
that of late he has avoided my dear father ? why did 1 
ever consent to become his wife ?” 

Agtiin,” niy dearest friend,’’ replied Miss Gurney, 
deeply affected at the agitation which the countess 
betrayed, again I must remind you of the danger of 
your entertaining idc«s which can never fail to render 
you unhappy. If not for yourself, for count Rosalvie’s 
sake, I now implore you to silence on such a subject ; 
should you excite one painful emotion in the breast of 
that much valued parent, in the supposition of your 
being unhappy, think then what %vould be your 
compun :tion.” 

“ I should never forgive myself,” returned the coun- 
tess ; but, oh ! dearest Rhoda ! I do indeed feel that 
my peace of mind is gone for ever. Can splendour, 
can the wealth of w^orlds purchase that, oh never !” 

Hush, here is your father,” cried Miss Gurney. 
The countess stooped to gather a sprig of myrtle to 
hide her face, which was w'et w'ith her (ears, from the 
piercing glance of count Rosalvie. 

Pray which of you two ladies am 1 to compliment,” 
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said lie, for the sweet strains of melody I havsjusi 
heat'd ? Indeed my cfaanning syrens 1 shall not suffer 
you to carry your music in the open air. Another 
day you must be content to confine your fascinating 
shells within doors, or Orpheus like you will enchant 
every plant and shrub al>out the castle.” 

My dearest father,” said the countess, looking 
much surprised, ‘‘ 1 know not to what you allude! 
What music liave you heard which has so much de- 
l^hted you ?” 

Strains of music just this moment in the pine 
grove,” said count Rosalvie, and I concluded from 
the sound they proceeded from you or Miss Gurney.” 

From neither, 1 give you my word,” replied lady 
Gleiiroy, turning excessively pale, ‘‘ in the pine grove 
said you my father?” 

‘‘ Yes my love; hut why then alarmed? is it so ex- 
traordinary that 1 should have beard the strains of 
music ?” 

The countess, quite offher guard, clasped her hands 
together, while she most emphatically pronounced — 

Oh ! yes, yes, very extraordinary * very alarming! 
very mysterious ! — in the pine grove ?” 

It was in vain that Miss Gurney drew her gently 
from the count Rosalvie, exhorting her to silence; but 
she was too seriously impressed with forbodings to 
attend to the coTiversatioii even of her bo highly valued 
friend ; and her father^ gating on her with astonish- 
ment and concern, entreated that she would explain 
the cause of her appraheiisions. 

I cannot, indeed I cannot my father said she, 
sinking into his arms ; and after a pause recollecting 
herself, but do you know that, I am often thus : 1 am 
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grown such a timid creature that, the merest triffle 
afiects me.” ^ 

And was my child always thus ?” said count Ro<^ 
salvie, with a deep sigh.” 

“ Not always,” replied the countess, and her &theF 
perceived that her hand trembled in his. 

‘‘ I am satisfied,” said the count, and for the pre- 
sent let us not dwell upon the incident which has 
excited such extraordinary emotion: 1 shall forget it 
for the moment; but mark me, my Evadne, a time 
may come when 1 shall seek to inquire into its cause.” 

They then rejoined the carl and Sir William Har- 
man; but, by the little share he took conversation, 
it was very perceptible that, count Rosalvie was 
occupied by some very serious reflections. TJbe earl 
shrunk abaslied from his penetrating gaze; and holding 
out a letter in Itis hand, requested that count Rosalvie 
would peruse it, and favor him with his advice upon 
its contents. This letter w as from a Mr. Bradshaw^, 
attorney at law, acquaiuling tlic earl with the decease 
of a distant relation, who had resided in Monmouth- 
shire, and to wliose property his li)rdship had become 
the nex^ heir. Count Rosalvie having returned the 
letter exclaimed — ■ 

Were 1 in your case my lord I should certainly 
obey its mandate. There is nothing like being pre- 
sent on such occasions; and at this period of your 

life” 

Count Rosalvie paused and fixed his eyes earnestly 
on the changing countenance of lord Glenroy.— 

There is no necessity of reminding you that, in 
this world there exists such things as fmud, duplicity, 
and treachery.” 
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Paler than ashes \vas the countenance of the earl ; 
he arose from his chair and paced the room with evi- 
dent uneasiness; but gazing* on Evadne with unuttera* 
ble fondness he approached her, and taking her hand, 
exclaimed in the presence of the astonished party— 

Evadne, dear bought treasure, how shall I support 
a separation from thee!” 

Wholly overcome by the tenderness of the moment, 
alarmed at his altered looks, and unable to conquer 
apprehensions which became every hour more painful, 
the countess burst into tears, while with a faultering 
voice she exclaimed — 

My lord, fiy dear lord, why this agitation ? Oh ! 
you cannot suppose how much 1 endure from seeing 
you thus !” 

Count Rosalvie now felt seriously alarmed for the 
happiness of his beloved child; he was now convinced 
that lord Glenroy was labouring under some hidden 
anguish of mind ; but of what nature he either could 
not, or felt it improper to disclose ; and he walked to 
the casement to conceal emotions he found it difficult 
to suppress. 

Tenderly embracing the countess, a forced smile 
appeared in the countenance of the earl, but he at- 
tempted no explanation of the agitation which he had 
discovered, but slightly observed — * 

‘‘ Why my dearest love, this journey into Monmouth- 
shire does indeed perplex me; it is so immensely long 
that I cannot ask you to accompany me thither ; yet 
know not how to relinquish your society even for 
a day.” 

Oh! if that is all,” cried the countess, and it is 
your wish that I should go, believe me, 1 shall never 
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roiiHidcr any tiling a Iroublc ivhich is in any degree 
conclfisive to your happiness.” 

You are all goodness,” exclaimed the earl, in tones 
o( raplnre, that gentle bosom is the seat of excellence 
nm ivalled- Hut niy love I ought not to impose upon 
vom* kind, your willing, compliance. Come your 
f’jllirr shall decidi* for us. Speak count Bosalvie favor 
MS nilh yc>ur sentiM)(Mit.s on this subject.” 

Oounl Rosalvic' now feeling some eonnniseration for 
ilie earl's nnmlal surferings, would not willingly add 
u» (hem al tiu* prosenl juncture; and believing that he 
sirongly and tendeily regarded his beloved child he 
replied — 

Indeed my dear lord this is a point of great deli- 
<a(y; !>ut as I am not in the habit of disguising what 
[ think, I will frankly own to you that, J*do not see 
the great necessity of exposing our Evadne to such 
unnecessary fatigue, as I conclude you will not be 
absent longer than a month” 

Or six weeks at the most,” said the earl. To 
your care then count Rosalvic 1 confide my heart’s 
treasure : but to no other mortal in existence would I 
riitnist so dear a charge. To-morroiv I shall set 
forward on my journey; and though enriched with 
tbrtfme by tliis event, still 1 must lament that I cannot 
enjoy your society for at least a month to come.” 

1 beg you will not apologize to me my lord,” cried 
count Rosalvie, for that father w ho cannot find plea* 
*5ure in the society of his only child nverits no other 
blessing under heaven. And there is iny facetious 
friend Sir William will enliven our little party in your 
absence.” 

‘‘ Oh ! we shall certainly find amusement, if it ia 
E 3 
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only to pit aiul quiz each other,” cried Sir Vvilliam, 
therefore my lord express no further uneasiness, wc 
shall all be vastly happy 1 assure you.” 

How can I doubt it my good friend,” observed 
the earl, %vhen Miss Gurney is so near you.” 

“ Nonsense,” cried Sir William, 1 did not mean 

that : no my lord, I meant that” 

Your meaning is very plain,” replied the earl 
laughing, in which the countess and count Rosulvie 
W'cre so provoking as to join; and Sir William ob- 
serving the deeply blushing cheeks of Miss Gurney — 
41 Well well good folks you may take my meaning 
which way you please,” cried he, but I have no 
doubt when 1 say that w^e shall all find a way to render 
oifrselves pleasant and agreeable to each other. There 
is your sweet countess will sometimes condescend to 
tune her harp and ivarble foi th a scotch ditty ; count 
llosahie, he will talk to us; Khoda will read to us; 

and your humble servant, he w ill” 

Make love,” rejoined the earl. 

Possibly I may,” cried Sir William; ‘^cannot ^^ay 
that I have any particular objeciion. And now^ my 
lord 1 hope our mutual employiiicnls are all laid out 
to your entire satisfaction.” 

Perfectly so my worthy sir,” was tlie earl’s reply.” 
The ensuing morning at eleven o’clock, his lordship 
having issued all necessary commands to the servants, 
his stew ard Jenkinson, and other persons employed on 
hiH establishment, quitted Glcnroy Castle, taking in 
bis travelling carriage Mr. Smart only, with whose 
services he could at no time entirely dispense; for 
whom a very able substitute was selected in the person 
of Duncan C ampbcll, who was a much greater favorite 
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with the lovely countess than the conceited and self- 
important Mr. Smart. 

In hia lordship’s adieu to count Rosalvic he was 
rather remarkable, observiujf — 

When we meet again sir 1 trust it will be with an 
iiicrc.ise of happiness as well as fortune.” 

‘‘ I trust it will,” echoed the count, but of that he 
secretly entertained many doubts. 

'Die countess, as she returned the earl’s embrace, 
ft U a strange shuddering she knew not why; and with 
diflicultv her trembling lips pronounced,— Farew’cll 
my lord.” 

She was too happy however in the society of her 
now I’oiind father long to indulge in gloomy reflections; 
aiul that day they took an airing to Courtnej^ Hall, and 
returned with the little Sophia, of whom count Rosalvie 
was extremely fond; declaring that, should a prospect 
continue of his daughter hairing no family, he could 
wish she should adopt this sweet little creature, to 
whom he would tlien leave a part of his property. — 
But 1 am not so hasty,” cried the count, glancing 
an aflcctionate look at his beloved child, as to think 
nt' doing th; t immediately; a few' years may make me 
a grandfather to a child of my Evadne’s.” 

A child of mine!” repeated tlic countess. 

Yes my love,” returned the count, ‘‘ and why not? 
v.ould you not then w ish to be a mother my Evadne?” 

Tlie little Sophia was now placed on the lap of lady 
Glonroy, and the lovely child w as caressing her with 
^^11 the affectionate warmth of its artless disposition, 
and she replied” — 

“ Yes my father, I acknowledge that maternal feel^ 
ings must be delightful* To press to your heart the 
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innocent being you have given birth to — to trace in its 
sweet lineaments the living object whom you love — 
Oh! yes, yes tny father, I feel that to be then a mother 
must be transport, bliss unutterable/’ 

Count Rosalvie looked at the countess with keen 
expression ; for as she repeated these emphatic words 
she sighed heavily, and her eyes were filled with tears. 
Me could no longer repress the strong inclination 
which he felt to make some inquiries relative to her 
union with the earl of Glenroy. This was not a lime 
for restraint, and her guileless heart contained no sen- 
timent which could not be imiuediately conveyed to 
the ear of her kind indulgent parent. One circum- 
stance alone as she repeated to her father all slu» could 
recollect Ijrom the days of her infancy ling(‘red yet lie- 
hind; and that was her love for Henry Montreville. 
Yet to dissemble W’irti her father — tand with such afather 
— she rejected a thought^o unjust, s<i nrulntitul ; and 
feeling that, to her^arent she owed the most implicit 
confidence, she began to unveil her whole heart. It 
is true she trembled: her bosom heaved with almost 
convulsive sighs; when, arriving at that period where 
she first acknowledged her regard for him, liow elo- 
quent, how sacred is pure love. The countess de- 
scribed Montreville to her father in the m«)st animatt^d, 
the most glowing colours ; his gentle manners, his 
ingenious disposition, his fine understanding, and his 
charitable propensities. She now' proceeded to re- 
count the particulars of that eventful day when he had 
departed from Bloomfield House : of her having pledg- 
ed those sacred vows to this dear object of her first 
“and early love, which nothing but the hand of death 
should have torn asunder” 
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Dead !” cried count Rosalvie. 

The countess covering her face with her handker- 
chief, sobbed aloud. Qli ! too surely so my father,” 
at length uttertnl she, had he been living, no mortal 
power should have com|K*lled your Evadne to have 
been the wife of anotluM*. I gave my hand to lord 
Glenroy, but 1 deceived him not. I assured him that 
my affections were buried in the grave of my lost but 
still adored Henry.” 

My dear unhappy child !” exclaimed count Rosal- 
vi»% I fear that you have beeii made a wretched 
sacrifice; but who informed you of this incident ? how 
gained you the intelligence of the decease of Montre- 
viller”* 

Oh! it was past all doubt,” returned the coun- 
tess ; contained iii the hand-w riting of his distracted 
mother. Had (here (‘xisted but a shadow' of a doubt 
your Evadne had been blest !” 

Ha\e you (liis lette r now in your pos-session, my 
dearest child ?” said count Rosalvie. 

Yes, iny father,” returned the countess. After 
niv recovez’v from a dangerous illn(»ss, 1 l>egged it of 
m\ uncle, to w hoizi it w as addressed, and he gave it to 
me ; but wherefon? that question, mv father?” 

Count Rosalvie paused a considerable time; he put 
his hand to his head; he seemed struck with some 
sudden thought, and then replied — 

My question is immaterial, my love ; nor do I 
remember now why 1 asked it. Compose yourself, 
luy sweet Evadne, you are greatly agilaletl.” 

I am indeed,” replied the countess ; for it is a 
subject w hich encompasses my whole soijl. How' 1 
loved him — hoiv I mourned for him!” and the coun- 
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tess wept with fresh emotion, as she leaned on the 
arm" of count Rosalvie ; a little recovered by the 
caresses of her father, she proceeded to relate to him 
the ardent attachment of lord Glenroy ; of his unre- 
mitting attention to her during her indisposition ; and 
lastly, of the obligations which, conceiving herself to 
be under to him, had induced her to become his wife : 
of the liberal settlement he had afterwards made upon 
her, and of his persevering kindness since he had 
become her husband. And yet some dreadful mystery 
envelopes his character,” continued the countess ; 

could that be explained I wc're comparatively happy.” 
She then imparted to count Rosalvie having twice 
heard those mysterious sighs, once in the pine grove, 
and again in an apartment of the castle, concealing 
only from the knowledge of her father the agitation of 
poor old Hannah, w hose conversation she thought she 
w as not at liberty to reveal, still recollecting her mys- 
terious words— 

My life depends upon your silence.” 

Count Rosalvie, forcing a smile, endeavoured to 
persuade the countess that she had been mistaken ; 
but it was plain to be perceived that astonishment and 
concern had taken possession of every feature ; and 
there was not a doubt but he entertained some unplea- 
sant impressions of the earl’s character. 

“ I confess I do not like mystery in any shape 
whatsoever,” said he ; but, my dear child, time only 
can unravel it. Lot us hope the time will be favour- 
able.” 

But the music, my father, which you yesterday 
heard in the pine grove,” said the countess. 

Was a little remarkable,” replied count Rosal- 
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vie ; but we will dismiss the sidycct, my love, it 
is by no means pleasing; nor do I wish you to yield 
in any degree to its impressions.’'* 

Sir William Harman and Miss Gurney now entered 
the room, and suspended for the present all further 
conversation between the countess and her now deeply 
afflicted father. She had by no means recovered her 
agitation when they came in ; she w as pale, and trem- 
bled at every gust of wind tlirougli the gothic windows 
of the apartment in which they sat. 

“ For Heaven’s sake, my dear countess,” said Sir 
William, nibbing his hands by the fire as he drew 
near, “ do let us disperse the blue devils by keeping 
up a blazing fire, for it is confoundedly cold. The 
northern w inds that blow at this season of the year so 
keenly from the mountains, tell a winter’s tale, my 
lady.” 

According to Sir William’s desire more wood was 
placed on the fire, and supper w'as just brought upon 
tlie table in an adjoining apartment, when they were 
disturbed by an unusual noise and confused murmur 
of voices, w-hich seemed either to be approaching to 
the castle of Gleiiroy, or passing at no great distance 
from it. 
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CHAPTER XL. 


Count Rosiilvie stinted from liis sent, end ap- 
proaclied the window in order to listen more distinctly 
to the sounds, when more than one demanding 

instant admittance into the castle, saluted his ear. 

''‘ Merciful Heaven !” exclaimed the cotintess, 

u hal can this m(!an ?” 

At this instant a voice still louder tlian tlu^ rest, and 
which they could plainly dislinguisli to Lc? that of 
Smart, repeated — 

“ l^ights there, lights ! niy iiiustei' ! my master ! 
quick, open the gates !” 

n^hc consternation now hecaim^ general — the conn- 
less fainted in the anus of Miss Ciurnev the 

gates being throw n open, Smart rushed In. \xcJaiining — 

‘‘ Look to the countess! His lordship is wounded 
dangeroiiftly ; 1 fear mortally. Let us c(U) . v hiin to 
his chamber, wdiile we hasten to procun* . st».geoii 
from the village.” 

Some enquiries being made, Smart shook his head 
auil answered — 

“ I am forbid to explain.” 

Six Highlanders now approacliecl, bewaring on a litter 
the body of the earl; he was insensible, and his 
features scarcely discernable, from (lie profusion of 
blood which covered every part of him, Kvery crea- 
ture sprang forward to lend their assistance to bear 
him from tlic litter ; but count Rosalvie was the most 
active and useful on the occasion ; entreating Mins 
ftuiney to take his beloved child out of the way, he 
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he assisted in placing the bleeding body of the carl 
the first couch they could arrive at ; and taking from 
his own medicine chest, which he was always in the 
possession of, styptics, to stop the effusion of blood, 
he endeavoured to examine where the earl had receiv* 
ed his wound, and was shocked to discover that it 
proceeded from a pistol ball having penetrated his left 
shouhicr. All therefore that could be done till the 
surgeon arrived was instantly performed by count 
Rosalvie; the styptics were applied; and the blood 
carefully w'a.shed from the earl’s face; — his clothes in* 
terfering with the wound being gently cut way. He 
still breathed ; and appeared to be recovering from 
a state of ifisensibility ; — the anguish of his wound 
causing him to utter the most piercing groans. He 
opened his eyes for a moment;— but, •encountering 
count Hosaivie, who was bathing his temples, they were 
again closed. — 

In haif un ‘n*..*r the surgeon arrived with his assist* 
ant. lie uas a gentleman in high repute; and they 
relied mud) upon his judgment. Dismissing all un* 
necessary attendants from the apartment, he proceeded 
to inspect his lordship’s w'ound; and declared that the 
ball was capable of being extracted. He apprehended 
he was in extreme danger ; but till the operation had 
taken place, could not ultimately say that the wound 
was mortal. He desired that his lordship might in* 
stently be conveyed to bed ; and strong restoratives 
being administered, he underwent the operation, which 
was performed with uncommon skill and management; 
and from the moment that the ball was extracted, and 
the wound dressed, the earl appeared to suffer but 

k3 



410 


THE 0RP4TA.N BOY, OH 


little pain. He was now perfectly sensible ; and the 
Brst words he uttered were — 

“ My wife ! — the countess ! — I must see her iinme* 
diately.” 

“ 1 fear,” cried count Rosalvie, “ you are not suffi- 
ciently composed; and my poor child is dreadfully 
shocked ; desist my dear lord from seeiiifr her to night.'’ 

The surgeon now interfered; iiitreating that his 
lordship would not expose himself to further agitation 
that night ; and assuring him that, a few hours rest, 
would work miracles in his favor : that an interview 
with lady Glenroy could not be attended but by both 
experiencing emotions which w'ould disturb his mind 
and inflame his wound : and the surgeon added tliat, 
the least perturbation would totally destroy the effects 
of the medicine which he had administered. He trust- 
ed therefore that his lordship would prudently abide by 
his directions ; as at present be entertained the most 
flattering hopes of his amendment. 

Lord Glenroy attempted to smile, but it was in- 
credulously, at what the surgeon had advanced.— 

** No my good doctor," cried he in a firm and reso- 
lute toue of voice, I believe on this subject that you 
and I must venture to disagree. I feel that my life is 
only protracted for a very short period, perhaps for a 
few days, and that is all the time 1 wish it should 
extend to." 

Observing that count Rosalvie started and appeared 
much shocked-:— 

“ Do not my dear count 1 implore you,” continued 
he, “ feel thus concerned ; — I am a wretch — I do iiot 
deserve your commiseration ! — I have been guilty of 
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an act of cruelly and injustice ! — I sought happiness 
by the sacrifice of another’s repose ! — I possessed 
myself of an angel by treachery! — think you that i 
could escape the secret monitor Tvithin ! — No ! — I 
have lived in fear; but, I shall die in penitence! 

For heaven’s sake my dear lord, cried count 
Kosalvie, endeavour to compose yourself; and rest 
assured, whatever I liavc judged unfavorablt from 
appearances, they arc not of that tendency as to ex- 
clude you from the forgiveness of yOur Evadne’s 
father : be therefore comforted. When you arc better 
you shall talk to me ; to night you must promise to be 
silent.” 

To night then,” said the earl in a deeply affecting 
tone of voice, 1 obey your injunctions; — to-morrow, 
you must listen to the confession of a ][^nitent. Evad- 
ne will not curse me, and I shall die blessed.” — 

At this moment, no persuations of Miss Gurney or 
of Sir William, could withhold the countess from 
rushing into the apartment. She bad caught the 
earl’s last words, and was in an instant at his bedside. 
Her convulsive sobs startled him; and in a voice 
scarcely audible she uttered, — 

Curse you, my dear dear lord! — your own Evadne 
curse you! — No ! I shall ever bless you !— Live then! 
I charge you, live ! — Oh ! live for your Evadne !” 

A scene now followed which beggared all descrip- 
tion. The carl no sooner beheld the countess than he 
fainted ; and it was a long time before he gave signs 
of the least returning sensibility ; and tlien he was 
so weak, as to be almost incapable of addressing her, 
pronouncing these emphatic words,— 

Evadne, 1 have wronged youJ’ 
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He. funk again exhausted on his pillow ; and the 
surgeon flew to his assistance, declaring to count 
Rosalvie that, if the countess did not immediately 
retire, he could not answer but the consequences might 
be fatal to the earl. In a state of mind therefore 
which needed nothing but a total suspension of every 
faculty she was led from the apartment by her father, 
and watched with the most tender assiduity by her 
sympathizing friends Miss Gurney and Sir William 
Harman ; while count Rosalvie, the surgeon, and other 
attendants were stationary in the chamber of the 
wretched and now apparently expiring earl. 

The dawn of morning, M'hich had so often waked to 
happiness the inhabitants of Glenroy Castle, now 
approached, to witness a house of mourning and 
affliction. No blazing fire illumined the deserted 
apartment where the family usually breakfasted ; no 
bustle was heard in the servant’s hall ; no ringing of 
bells proclaimed that tlie family was risen: all was 
silent, comfortless, and dejected. Count Rosalvie 
appeared for an instant to console his beloved child^ 
and prepare her for a scene, which would, he feared, 
in spite of all human efforts, eventually take place, 
the dissolution of her husband. The surgeon, ap- 
prebehding the danger of a mortification, had already 
called in ftirther aid, and a physician now attended ; 
but his conclusive opinion exactly coincided with 
that of the surgeon ; pronouncing that, a mortifica- 
tion was all they had to dread; and which it was 
even more than probable no human skill could now 
fetard. The earl slept ; and they watched with 
no inconsiderable anxiety the moment he should 
awake"; the physician hinting to count Rosalvie that, 
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should their apprehensions be verified, his lordship^s 
dissolution would rapidly follow beyond all power of 
art or medicine. 

Count Rosalvie was exceedingly affected; he pre- 
pared his daugliter to expect an awful change, which 
would ultimately prove fatal, in the situation of her 
husband. — 

Kvadnc,” cried count Rosalvie, w hile the eyes of 
this excellent parent w^ere filled with tears, the same 
destiny wdiich preserved your father in the bosom of 
the ocean from sinking to a watery grave, and which 
snatched him from the jaws of captivity, now hangs 
over my beloved child! It warns you to recall your 
fleeting spirits to the active duties which the present 
moment requires ; and to support thisi shock wdth for- 
titude. Let not your mind then be weakened, your 
resolution impaired ; but, possessing yourself of cou- 
rage, hasten to the chamber of your dying husband ; 
he has something to disclose, of what nature I cannot 
tell, which it is necessary you should be acquainted 
with. Let not useless lamentations, which can now 
avail nothing, disturb his last moments : and remember 
iny child that, though it is constantly the lot of human 
nature to err, it is invariably the attribute of heaven to 
pardon and forgive.^' 

Both the countess and count her father were now 
summoned to the chamber of lord Glenroy. He was 
awake, and appeared tranquil and composed ; de- 
claring to the doctors that he felt perfectly free from 
all degree of pain. He expressed a wish immediately 
to see and converse with count Rosalvie ; and without 
the least symptom of fear or agitation added, — 

For I feel my dissolution to be rapidly approach- 
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ing; and that, notwithstanding 1 experience no torture 
from my wound, my hours, in this world, are already 
numbered.” 

Prom the moment that the earl had confessed him- 
self free from pain, the doctors shook their heads, 
declaring to count Rosalvie that, it was but too evi- 
dent, a mortification had already taken place: that his 
lordship might probably linger till the ensuing day ; 
but, in the present case, even that was doubtful, every 
hope being now' at an end. 

The countess, when she approached tlie bedside of 
the earl, was shocked at the change which a fcw hours 
had already made in his pallid countenance. She 
trembled and could scarcely support herself ; and, in 
spite of all the resolution which she had formed, nature 
and sensibility were predominant ; and her tears fell 
fast upon the cold hand which she pressed to her 
lips. 

Evadne,” cried the earl, still looking at her with 
the most impassioned tenderness, 1 think you love 
me better than you did ! — Habit, indeed, has done 
much : and I trust that, after my death, you will have 
no cause to curse my memory. Oh ! could I also hope 
you would pardon the cruel deception 1 practiced to 
obtain you for my wife I should die happy!” 

The countess could not trust her voice to make a 
reply ; the words she now heard from the lips of the 
earl shocked and surprised her beyond the power of 
expression ; and she waited in breathless expectation, 
wishing, yet dreading, to hear an explanation. 

The earl was desirous that all should leave the 
apartment but the countess and count Rosalvie. Sup- 
ported on every side with pillows, he then attempted 
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to raise his head, and to address his weeping wife; 
demanding first to know, if Smart had communicated 
any part of the proceedings of the day on which he 
had quitted the Castle of Glenroy with the intention 
of setting out for Monmouthshire ; and whether he 
had informed them by what means he returned in the 
situation they beheld him. 

I ventured to make the inquiry,” said count Ro- 
salvie, “ but I found that he was obstinately bent on 
concealing every particle of this dreadful affair, alleg- 
ing for his motives that, he had received your com- 
mands not to breathe a syllable to human being.” 

“ He had so,” cried the earl, and 1 am glad to 
find he has been so faithful to his trust. And now my 
Kvadne, I am doomed to shock your tender nature by 
a confession which will make you for a moment abhor 
the sight of me : and yet my heart bleeds at the recol- 
lection of the pangs I have already taught that gentle 
heart to feel by the supposed death” — = 

The earl paused ; and the countess, forgetting at 
that moment all but her expiring husband, exclaimed — 

“ Heavenly powers I my dearest lord, what mean 
you ? whose death ?” 

‘‘ Was there not a being whom Evadne once loved?” 
returned the earl. 

The countess gasped for breath — she leaned on her 
father for support — wliile she feebly articulated, in the 
supposition that the senses of the carl were now wan- 
dcring,— 

My dear lord, why do you recall to your mind 
such Images only to distress you? and ^hy wrong 
your Evadne in supposing she indulges in reflectiohs 
so injurious to your repose? You know I loved Mon- 
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treville ; but you likewise know that he exists no 

longer, your rival, or your foe : he is dead, and” 

The earl seemed for a moment to borrow new 
strength ; a hectic passed over his cheek in bright and 
crimson glows, while every feature beoeme agitated 
and convulsed M^ith passion, and in a voice of encreased 
perturbation, he pronounced with great violence — 

« He is living — Montreville is still living!” 

Living !” cried the terrified countess ; Moiitre- 
ville still living? Then what a wretch is Evadne. 
Oh, Glenroy ! cruel unjust man !” 

The earl now relapsed again into insensibility ; he 
continued to grow more feeble, and faintly articulated — 

Evadne, do not curse me.” 

Perceiving his situation, the countess flew to sup* 
port him, avd in a voice almost broken by sobs, 
exclaimed—* 

No, my lord, I will never curse you ; though you 
have rendered me the most miserable perjured wretch 
in existence. I will not curse you, but on my bended 
knees 1 implore Heaven to pardon you for the injus* 
tice you have been guilty of, as fervently as I do now ; 
M oh! my lord, I sink under the burthen of the 
shcidc. 1 have received, was then the hand of Mon* 
treville levelled at your life ? is Henry become a 
murderer ?” 

Do not deceive yourself,” cried the earl ; of 
tl^t he is innocent, and 1 acquit him of every intention 
to do me wrong ; no, Evadne, your unhappy husband 
dies by bis own hand !” 

Almighty Powers !” exclaimed the countess, 
bursting into an agony of tears, what could urge you 
to an act so desperate ?” 
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Self-condemnation,” said the earl, the stinga of 
an unquiet conscience — the thorn of compunction— the 
sight of your virtuous father overpowered me. I felt 
I was unworthy to share in his confidence or to merit 
his esteem ; tliis depressed my spirits and harassed my 
mind, and a sudden meeting w'ith Montreville, whom 
I encountered in a cottage on the brow of the moun* 
tain, belonging to one of iny own domestics, hurried 
me on to madness. I believed him to be at this period 
in a for distant country, and conceiving that he wa# 
now conic to claim a full redress for all his wrongs, 
and dreading a public exposure of the villainy 1 had 
been guilty of towards him, without giving him time 
to explain the purport of his visit to Duncan’s Cot- 
tage, I challenged him in language his injured spirit 
could not brook, M'liich he answered with terms of 
cold but dignified contempt. I then demanded satis- 
faction ; we met in a field not far from the enclosure 
of my own grounds, no other witnesses by than my 
servant Smart and Duncan Campbell. My rage knew 
no bounds wlieii 1 beheld him advancing towards me; 
and 1 was about to level my pistol at bis breast, wbn 
he instantaneously discliarged the contents of bis intp 
the air, and as far as I can now recollect in these 
words addressed me ; — 

“ My Lord, if you behold in roe a man who has 
ever injured you, I bare my bosom to your just resent- 
naent ; the wrongs you have done me I will not 
revenge in the manner you propose. I am no coward, 
yet I call on Heaven to witness that I cannot be the 
assassin of Evadne’s husband. 1 came not hither to 
invade your peace nor hers; but now I go a willing 
^xile from my native land, hopeless ever to returHr 

Q 9 
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Parewellj my lord, and may that happiness be your 
portion of which you have eternally robbed Montre- 
ville.” 

In the frenzy of the moment, hurried on by the 
impetuous tide of ungoverned passion, and struck to 
the heart by this unexampled instance of generosity in 
my injured rival, before Campbell had power to arrest 
my arm from its direful purpose, 1 had discharged my 
pistol, and the wrongs of the innocent have fallen on 
the guilty alone. 

Oh, Evadne ! life is now ebbing fast away, embrace 
for the last time your expiring, husband ; pronounce 
once more your forgiveness, and'^you Rt)salvie extend 
your blessing with that of your lovely incomparablo 
child.” • 

The tears of the countess could now no longer be 
restrained, and she sobbed aloud ; at the same time all 
that could be said to console the unhappy sufibrer in 
these awful and affecting moments, was uttered by her 
and her compassionate father, aiid again repeated by 
them, to the dying penitent ; and the count perceiving 
tliat he was much exhausted by the efforts he had 
maile to converse with them, instantly called in tlie 
doctors ; they administered some cordials, and pro- 
nounced that he might yet survive the night, but that 
the morning would witness his dissolution. 

The countess endeavoured, by every means possi- 
cle to hide the anguish of a deeply lacerated and tor- 
tured heart, by imposing the strictest restraint on her 
wounded feelings in the presence of tlie dying earl, at 
whose bedside she became stationary with count 
/Rosalvic. He continued at intervals to address them : 
be desired that some alterations might take place in 
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the naliiro of his will, bequouthin^ the sum of five 
thousand pounds as a legacy to Miss Gurney, who had 
always been a great favourite wdth him, and five hun- 
dred pounds to his servant Smart, wdth the like sum 
to Duncan Campbfdl, as a reward for their long fide- 
lity and attachment. After which the whole of his 
splendid possessioris, both landed and personal pro- 
perty, devolved to his beloved wife, the so greatly 
a(!or(?d Kvadne. 

She timidly eiifpiired if there was no person or per- 
sons to whom luT dear lord would still wish to leave 
some nuMuorial of his regard ; the mysterious sighs 
now rising to her recollection. 

The earl paused, and deeply sighing replied — 

No, best and dearest of women ! not at this 
period ; once indeed there lived an object w’ho, had 
she existed, would not have been forgotten — Poor 
Loijisa of Strathaven 

The countess shuddered, 

“ Yes, Evadiie !” utl(?red the earl, I acknowledge 
Louisa to liave been one of the victims I have made ! 

I triumphed fiver her innocence, but she faded like 
the drooping lily which she most resembled, and soon 
1 laid her in the dust. Her portrait still remains in 
the castle, long neglected, for I could never bear to 
look on it without compunction and remorse. 

Lady Glenroy felt, by the sensation she now expe- 
rienced, that she had often looked at the beautiful 
resemblance of the ill-fated Louisa, but was unequal 
to the task of confessing it at such a moment. 

‘‘ Recollect, Evadne,’" said the earl, wdiose respira- 
tion became every moment more difficult, that 1 now 
confess to you the letter which you supposed to be in 



the hand writing of Mrs. Montreville was forged by 
me. Several letters came addressed to you from 
Montreville, which were destroyed by Mrs. Bloom- 
field) after she had agreed to join in the plot to de- 
ceive you with the supposed confirmation of his 
death. The two last received she delivered into 
my hands ; you will find them among my papers 
of this vile transaction. 1 solemnly acquit the colonel 
of bearing the least part. He actually belic\ed, and 
still believes Montreville to be no longer in existence. 
It was I) Evadne, who alone acted the villain's part 
after his departure from Bloomfield House. I placed 
emissaries to watch his proceedings at Plymouth, 
where 1 learned that he soon Joined his ship ; and he 
was no sooner completely out of England, than I 
formed the diabolical plan of cheating you into a belief 
of his death. 1 succeeded, but the pangs I behold you 
suffer preyed continually upon my conscience, and, as 
you may well remember, some time previous to our 
marriage, that I was often reduced to the most abject 
state of despondence. 1 hailed the moment of your 
recovery from illness to be the omen of iny future bliss ! 
My unwearied attentions at length made some impres- 
sions on your heart ; I beheld it with rapture ; again 
1 solicited and you complied ; and gained a wife, oh! 
Evadne, by treachery.” 

The most violent spasms now seized the earl, yet he 
eagerly grasped the hand of the now almost fainting 
countess ; his eyes grew dim, but while they possessed 
the power of discernment they were turned to his 
wife. Suddenly he feebly articulated — 

“ Evadne — where — is — your — father ?” 

What do you wish, iny dear lord ?” said count 
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Rosalvir, who was kneeling in fervent prayer by hia 
side. 

To — to bless you !’’ 

The earl pronounced with considerable difficulty--* 
his cold hand was sinking gradually from the feverish 
one of his Evadne’s, and the last words w'hich yet 
quivered on his pale lips, were — 

“ Evadne pray for” 

The sentence remained unfinished, all further res- 
piration being suddenly stopped ; and the doctor 
gently unclosing the curtain, whispered to count 
Rosalvie that the unfortunate earl was gone for ever. 

They instantly conveyed the weeping countess from 
the apartment, where throwing herself into the arms 
of her beloved Rhoda, she gave way to those emotions 
without restraint which she had for many hours endea- 
voured to stifle in the presence of her expiring lord! 
A thousand amiable qualities arose to her recollection 
in the character of the deceased earl, and she wept 
most bitterly whenever slie reflected how aw fully and 
dreadfully lie had terminated his existence ; handing 
dowm to posterity an useful lesson, that permanent 
felicity can never be obtained through the commission 
of unworthy actions. Although our path be strewed 
with roses, our coucli a bed of dowm, yet amidst its 
blushing leaves will still be found a thorn ; nor can 
balmy sleep lull the senses to forgetfulness, when con- 
scious error is the monitor within. 

Evadne was indeed a remarkable instance of the 
peculiar care and wise dispensations of Providence, 
which can only be attributed to her possessing those 
qualities which render human actions divine. An 
humble opinion of her own merits — a generous 
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ackiiowledgineiit of the virtues of others— a ten- 
der disposition — a gentle spirit— and a pure heart. 

In the full bloom of youth and beauty, lady Olenroy 
was now the sole heiress of unbounded wealth and a 
magnificent mansion ; but though she retained the per- 
fection of superior loveliness, a soft and melancholy 
expression dwelt on every lovely feature, and the 
living Henry Montrevillc, now present to her imagi- 
nation, would now and then unconsciously steal from 
her gentle bosom a sigh. 

Victim to cruel artifice and of the vilest imposition, 
she was never heard to breathe a murmur against her 
deceased lord, but cherished his memory with every 
mark of the most becoming respect. 

The earl had been dead nearly a twelvenionth, w hen 
the colonel paid a visit to his niece at the Castle of 
Glenroy, w here every explanation took jdacc that was 
necessary between himself and count Rosalvie. His 
dear Lucy evincing the greatest contrition, lady Glen- 
roy forgave her : but this lady by no means escaped 
from her share of mortification and coiKcrn ; and she 
was never in the presence of the count Rosalvie with- 
out, to use her own elegant phrase, being in a pro- 
digious fluster, and feeling,” as she declared to the 
colonel, “ somehow quite comical.” 

It being the wish of her dear father, the countess 
very soon adopted the little Sophia Courtney ; who 
was now a resident at the castle ; often amusing, by 
her childish tricks and cheerful prattle, her pretty 
man, as she always called count Rosalvie. She had 
likewise witnessed the happy union cjf her beloved 
poetess with Sir William; and as they resided near 
the oastle, were almost inseperable companions. 
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The portrait of poor Louisa was noiff, by the coun- 
tess’s order, placed in an elegant frame, and decorated 
her dressing room : and the little Sophia, running to 
it every morning repeated after the countess, — 

‘‘ Poor Louisa of Strathaven.” 

Count Rosalvie one morning reproved her for so 
saying, when, she artlessly replied, — 

“ I am sure it cannot be a naughty word.” 

Why so,” cried Rosalvie. 

‘‘ Because my mamma fJlenroy always says so ; and 
I do so love to hear her ; for do you know that she is 
my darling.” 

Indeed, then what am I ?” said count Rosalvie. 

Oh ! you are my darling too.” 

She was now rewarded with a kiss, and her offence 
forgiven. 

In looking over some papers of the late earl’s, in 
w hich the countess was one niorniiig employed assist- 
ed by old Hannah, she suddenly encountered the well- 
known signature of Montreville. She turned pale; 
and complaining that she felt a sudden faintness, burst 
into tears. 

Why my dear lady, cried Hannah, what can 
make you so ill ? hut but” 

And Hannah made a full stop; while she evinced 
much embarrassment. 

But what Flannali ?” said the countess. 

Only madam that, I thought how it would be 
returned Hannah. 

What be?” said the countess, and who are you 
talking of?” 

‘‘ Oh ! madam,” replied Hannah, with an arch 
smile, ‘‘ I was not talking ; I was only thinking.” 
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“ Pray Hannah, do not be ridiculous f ’ said the 
countess, I am not in a humour just now to attend 
to your pleasantry.” 

Angry or pleased, all will come out;’’ returned 
Hannah, a little pettishly, and, indeed madam, I think 
you are unkind. I thought you knew your poor old 
servant better, to suppose she would take a liberty 
without having a reason for it.” 

With the smile of a seraph the countess held out 
her hand as a peace offering, with — 

Well Hapnah, what have you to say ?” 

Hannah’s eyes now sparkled with pleasure ; and 
sinootlung down the folds of her double black crape 
handkerchief, she tMis addressed her lovely mistress.” 

I have heard say that, it is quite out of the power 
of a woman to keep a secret ; but, as I have a Christian 
soul to be saved, I have kept one above this twelve- 
month. Yes, it was just about three months before 
.my lord Glenroy died that 1 was so frightened in the 
Pine Grove.” 

The pine grove!” repeated the countess with 
astonishment and fear ; which Hannah observing, ex- 
claimed, — 

Yes, my lady : but it was no ghost I can assure 
you! true flesh and blood! his very self!” — 

Whose self?” exclaimed the countess, trembling 
so excessively she could scarcely support herself.” 

To which Hannah instantly replied, — 

Mr. Montreville madam, his very self ; Mr. Henry, 
as large as life.” 

Merciful powers!” exclaimed the countess, the 
mystery is now at an end, and I cannot doubt any 
longer but the sighs which I first heard in the pine 
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grove, and on the night I was so dreadfully alarmed 
in the little chanibor, proceeded also from him.” 

As sure as you are alive madam ; but I will tell 
you all about it cried Hannah. 

You must know tliat, one fine summer’s evening, 
ulicn you arul lady Harman had walked out, I thought 
1 would just take a I)it of a stroll myself; with that I 
popt on my bonnet and cloak, and took a turn through 
the pine grove. It might be half an hour, I think, 
that I continued walking; when something — what 
r^liapo it was then I could not tell, made a noise from 
behind some trees ; and, as I thought at that time, 
vani.shed away before me. You may be sure madam 
tliat, 1 took to my heels hist enough, and stopped my 
ears, and shut my mouth as much as I could ; when, 
at the little white gate, bounce I came up against a 
man ! madam, it was Mr. Montreville. I w’as just 
going to scream as loud as I could, when, taking 
hold of me w itli one hand, and taking a pistol from 
Ids pocket w itli the other, he addressed me in these 
words : — 

“ *• Hannah, you arc the first person who has dis- 
covered me : swear not to reveal it to any human 
being, and I w ill suffer you to escape. If, hereafter, I 
find that either the earl, or the countess, are apprised 
of my coining hither, — mark me, your life shall answer 
for it!’ 

You may be sure madam that 1 was ready enough 
to gr> down on m\ knees and take tin' oatli ; for Mr. 
Montreville, wlio was oiici^ as gentle as a Ian*-', now 
looked like a roaring lion ; and 1 look a solemn and 
sacred oath that I woul never disclose this transac- 
tion to a living soul. He then let me go, and I re- 

II 3 
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turned to the castle more dead tlian alive ; and full of 
the most frightful conjectures ; for 1 have heard tell 
that people crossed in love will do strange things : 
yet to be sure, thought I, there can be no great danger, 
for Mr. Henry loved the ground iny lady walked on. 
Still I was terribly afraid that your ladyship would 
see him. Well, to come to the end of inv story, you 
know you came home that night vcm y jioorly, for you 
looked as pale as ashes; and so did lady Harman I 
well remember ; and my master was quite uneasy at 
your staying out so late.” 

True Hannah,” cried the countess, and on that 
very night Rhoda and myself heard a deep sigh as we 
sat conversing in the pine grove; and, terrified and 
alarmed, could not imagine from whence it pro- 
ceeded.” , 

The countess sighed deeply ; and in a softer accent 

added, — 

Ah ! how little did I then imagine that sigh was 
breathed fortli from the bosom of my much- wronged 
Henry !” 

Ah ! who indeed!” exclaimed Hannah ; and in a 
low whisper continued her tale to her <leeply atten- 
tive and penetrated mistress. 
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Yon may 1 eiiHMiihor, madam/' coDtinued Hannah, 

that evening you persisted in goin^ to the little 
chamber to look at your favourite picture." 

1 can never forget it;" uttered the countess. 

“■Nor I, I am sure/’ returned Hannah; “for 1 
\ erily thougjit something dreadful was going to happen 
that night, and tfiat’s the truth of it." 

“ How came Moiitreville to be concealed in that 
apartment !" said the countess; “ and how could he 
gain admittance intothe castle without being discovered 
by the servants;" . 

“ You know', madam, my life was in his hands/' 
cried Hannali, “ and I durst not disobey his commands; 
and ill crossing the meadows that morning, I saw^ Mr. 
Montreville coming towards me; I trembled every 
limb of me ; though, to be sure, he did not look quite 
so terrible as before; but taking hold of my hand, gave 
such a piteous sigh, as would have melted the heart of 
a stone 

“ ‘ 11 an nail," cried he, 1 think you will not betray 
the confidence* 1 have reposed in you : there is yet one 
thing more which you must do to serve me.’ 

I toldj him I was ready to obey his commands in 
every thing but to hurt my mistress.’ 

Your mistress!’ cried he, “ and if you believe me 
madam, his poor eyes were full of tears • hurt your 
mistress ! Oh ! no : 1 would perish every atom first.’ 

“ Dpoii this, madam, 1 ventured to ask him, in what 
manner 1 could be of service. 
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^ By admitting me into the castle when it isS dark/ 
cried he. 

^ Holy Mary, sir !’ said I, ^ if you should chance 
to see my master, or my lady, what a scrape you 
would get poor Hannah in !’ 

‘Woman !* cried he, ‘ I wdll have no trifling; do 
as I command you.* He then frowned so terribly, 
madam, that I was glad to promise to let him in any 
hour he might choose to appoint, without daring to 
ask him why and wherefore he should risk his life by 
venturing into the castle. When it was dark 1 let him 
in by the private door that faces the Western turret ; 
and of which I only am permitted to keep the key; — 
but, Holy Virgin ! how little did I think that you 
would take it in your head on that very night to visit 
the little chamber where I had conccniled him. You 
know W'hat followed : and now , niadam, I hope you 
will allow I had pretty good reason for keeping this 
afiair a secret,” 

You had indeed my'poor Hannah !”said the coun- 
tess, much moved by the recital ; and how much am 
I indebted to you for your fidelity ! Poor, unhappy, 
Montrcville! — what became of him afteiwards ? did 
he remain all night in the castle ?” 

“ Oh ! the heavens forbid !” cried Hannah ; all 
night ! I should not have slept a w ink if he had ! 
No ; when all was quiet, and you and my rtuister was 
fairly olT tombed, I returned to him again; when I 
found him poor dear soul, shivering with cold, in a 
corner of the room, and sighing as if his heart would 
break. Upon seeing me, he exclaimed, — 

^ Hannah, my purpose in coming hither is now 
accomplished ! I have seen her — yes, her on whom my 
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heart still doats with unutterable fondness !— she who 
has robbed me of all but my life and honor ! Yes, 
once more, and for the last time I have beheld 
Evadne !” 

The countess pulled out her handkerchief and 
strained it to her eyes to hide her emotions from 
Hannah, who continued, — 

Mr. Montreville, madam, then slipped into my 
hand, and indeed before I was aware of it, five guineas 
and this ring ; look, madam, it has a curious motto, 
and is methinks vastly pretty.” 

The device was a ])lecding heart, and the motto ran 
thus — I change but in death.” 

Lac^N’ Glenroy trembled nearly to fainting as she 
examined it, and returning it to Hannah, demanded 
to know if that was the last time she had beheld 
Montrevillc ? 

Never from that hour have I set eyes on him,” 
replied Hannah ; but I know w^hat 1 think ; he will 
soon make his appearance again, depend upon it; we 
shall soon see his ghost in the pine grove ; yes, 1 
know how it will be.” 

There Hannah made a full stop. She saw' that this 
account of Montrevillc pleased, at the same moment 
that it depressed her lovely mistress ; she therefore 
did not hesitate to push the point still farther, by sud- 
denly remarking, to the no small embarrassment of 
the cotjntess, that she thought she had w orn her weeds 
a considerable time longer than was the fashion; for 
her part she could not abide the sight of so much 
black, concluding this last observation with — 

It was a long lane indeed that had no turning — it 
was a sad heart that never rejoiced; and so forth” 
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Soon as the countess was iiltinuitely left alone to 
her own reflectionsj she involuntarily sighed at what 
IMoiitroville must have endured^ Indieviiig her to be 
unfailhtul to her vows. Was he still dear to her? 
her conscious heart replied yes ! and Iier throbbing 
pulse, every time she lieard his name echoed by 
Hannah, was snflicient to remind her that he still re- 
tained the same place he ever had in her airections. 
She searched for the letters the earl confessed to have 
had in his possession, and looking w here the signature 
first caiiglit h(‘r eye, soon distinguished them from the 
loose papers wdiicfi lay scattered about the table. 
They were both addressed for Miss Le Burney, 
Bloomfield Mouse, the last of which being most ex- 
pressive of his ardent attachment, was as follows ; — 

I went this morning nerved to extacy in the hope 
of finding a letter from the beloveil of my soul ! 
Imagine my disappoiiilmciit on boiiig informed at the 
Post House that letters had arrived from Kngland, but 
none of these were addressed to the unfortunate Mon- 
treville. What arn I to conclude from your silence ? is 
Moiitrevillc forgotten, and by Evadne ? am 1 no 
longer dear to Evadne, or has fate destined you to the 
anus of that presumptuous lonl? Answer me, most 
adored and lo\ cliest of w omen ! is MoutreviJle blest 
or miserable ? Alas! one word will be suflicienl to 
stamp me the veriest w retch in creation ! Should you 
indeed have cancelled vow's made in the face of 
Heaven! vows which attest ing angels were called to 
witness ! know , Evadne, that even then 1 never will 
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upbraid you, nor ('V<‘r ran belio%e you false, till if is 
past d<nibt ron firmed by your own confession, fo — 
Your nnhap])y 

11 1' N ll V M O N T R E A I L L E . 

Tlie countess bad no sooner cast lier eyes over the 
contiMits of ibis letter, than she )>nrst into an af^ony of 
tears ; and it was in this situation that the count Ro- 
^.iilvie discovered her when he entered Iter dressing 
room, lie started, and retreated a f(*w paces ])ack, 
Avlieii his daughter gi\inghim Montrevillc’s letter con- 
tinued to weep witliout interruptif)n. 

Count Uosalvi(‘ having read it and placed it on the 
tabl(*, declared ho could not avoid feeling a strong 
int<*rest in the fate of this unfortunate young man, 
who discovered a mind to be at once ins:enuoiis and 
»ioble, and added, witli a sort of an arch smile — 

U(>vv shall we act to enter into explanations Avith 
him ? AAliere can the truant he found?'’ 

The conntess, Avith deep kindling blushes, disclosed 
to lu r father Avhat Hannah had just imparted to her 
concerning Montr(»villc, at which he exclaimed — 

The invisible innsioian of the pine grove, I haAC 
no longer the smallest doubt ; well, iiiy love, be com- 
posed, and recollect that your bosom is still as free 
from guile, and you are as much Avorthy the aiTectioDS 
of this young man as the first hour you became 
ac(juainted Avith him. Artifice Avas contrived to dis- 
unite and separate you from each other ; but in it you 
was no accomplice, and consetjuentiy no offender. 
Therefore dry those tears, for if I am not greatly 
deceived, Montrcvillc still loves you Avith unabating 
tenderness, and I have a shrewd guess by your blushes 
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that he is not quite an object of indifference with j our 
ladyship.” 

Dinner being announced, both fatJier and daughter 
descended together to the drawing-room, where we 
will leave them for the present engaged in delightful 
converse with their sincerely attached friends Sir Wil- 
liani Harman and his charming w^ifc. 


CHAPTER XLII. 


No sooner was Mr. and Mrs. Morrison and Adol- 
phus fully n\ade acquainted with the history of the 
bonnie lady o’ Glenroy castle ; w ith tliat also w hich 
related to their so highly valued and most inestimable 
friend, captain Montreville, than they cherished the 
most favourable impressions of the angelic widow", 
whom they now constantly were in the habit of daily 
beholding in her accustomed rambles and favourite 
walks, in the wild entangled woods and delightful 
plantations around the romantic scenery of Glenroy 
castle ; in which, however, she was seldom unaccom- 
panied by her father, count Rosalvie. He visited even 
the poor cottages with his lovely daughter whenever 
she made her customary contributions of private bene- 
volence, which were frequent and liberal to the highest 
degree ; nor did count Rosalvie think it beneath his 
exalted rank to be with his heavenly child when an 
invalid cottager called forth her compassionate atten- 
tion. Thither he would go in the most inclement and 
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teinpeRtiious weather, and kneel beside the bed 
where parting life was laid/* with the most pious 
and fervent devotion, setting forth a pattern of Chris- 
tianity ill the example as well as the precept, which 
never failed to awaken the most lively gratitude in the 
hearts of the poor suflerers whom their kindness and 
bounty had relieved. It was at this particular and 
precise season of ailairs at Glenroy Castle, when the 
father and the daughter shared equally the blessings of 
tlie poor and tlie praise of all the country round, that 
the long absent and regretted Henry was, by some 
wise interposition of Almighty Providence, once more 
dii-ected to the leading star of all that contained hia 
earthly happiness, his adored Evadne ; now the 
widowed wdfe of his once hated rival, and most 
mortal foe. 

’Tis true that at the sight of Duncan Campbell, in 
his new character of luiuliord of the Falcon Inn, cap- 
tain Montrcville evinced the utmost astonishment, 
curiosity, and surprise ; but to the round unvar- 
nished tale” which the honest Scotchman afterwards 
unfolded, and of the aw ful manner in which the late 
unfortunate earl had terminated his mortal career ; of 
the sufferings which his lovely countess had in conse- 
quence endured ; of the arrival of count Rosalvie, and 
his affecting discovery of his child, and of other mys- 
teries which Duncan knew very well how to interpret 
to Montrcville. Such were the visible effects upon his 
surprised and agitated feelings, that he burst into an 
involuntary flood of tears, and exclaimed — 

Still, Duncan, Evadne never can be mine.” 

On which Duncan somcwdiat passionately replied— 
The d — 1 tnk the mon that wad be putting vou 
I 3 
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asunder. Wlia has a better title to the bonnie leedy o’ 
Glenroy Castle than your vary sel, I wad be glad to 
ken ? an ye will not hae her when she will be ay 
ready to fa in yere arms, gin ye will but spear to her, 
yeMl nae be worthy o’ sic a treasure.” 

Whatever the result of this conversation between 
captain Montreville and his warni-licarted host on this 
occasion, it did not appear to have been speedily 
adjusted by the former in the method for which poor 
Duncan was so heartily desirous, as, owing to some 
certain reason or other, he was implicitly coinmaTided 
to conceal his arrival from the ear of lady Glenroy ; 
and never to utter his name in her presence, or in (he 
hearing of count llosalvie, on pain of his eternal 
displeasure; an injunction which Duncan Campbell 
never afterwaVds disobeyed, and to which may \n* 
attributed his excessive caution to all questions uhicli 
were put to him while Mr. and Mrs. Morrison and 
Adolphus were his guests. In the meanw hile, how- 
ever, the lovely Rachel had more than once induced 
captain Montreville to overcome his natural repug- 
nance to visit them at Vine cottage ; and as time con- 
tinued to ripen and improve the fnendsliip wliicli 
subsisted l>etweeii them, lie gradually tlirew of all 
reserve when conversing of the lovely widow : and in 
which it w'as perceptible, though unconscious to hiiii- 
self, that poor Montro ille took no small deligld. On 
those occasions Mrs. Morrison would exert hCr w hole 
powers of eloquence in behalf of the countess, in order 
to bring about a meeting w ith the amiable pair, con- 
cluding as she always did with her usual archness of 
expression — 

Well, time is on the wing, he won’t stay to cmirt 
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eitiicr of you, and when you are both growing old, 
why— 

Growing old, Mrs. Morrison,” cried Montreville, 
with a deeply suppressed sigh ; and when that is the 
case shall 1 then cease to love her? no, madam, the 
man who truly loves will never change with the cir- 
cumstances you have alluded ; she may grow old, but 
I shall love her still, even unto death.” '' 

Why not see her then ?” enquired Rachel. “ 1 
cannot reconcile seeming contradictions with affections 
so ardent as you describe. 

hee her, madam,” said Montreville. If she 
requires it certainly ; but pride, pride, Mrs. Mor- 

rison ; do you think a man so deeply injured as I hare 
been has no pride ?” 

'Fo which Mrs. Morrison very quaintly replied, a 
sort of smile playing on her dimpled lips — 

lluf feeling, feeling, captain Montreville; do you 
think iL woman so deeply wounded as the lovely coun- 
has iin(|uestional)!y been, has no feeling ? come, I 
A\()uld wager that were you now unexpectedly to 
hurst in upon (he sight of lady Glenroy, that your 
pride would vanish in her presence like dew'y mists 
before the rising sun.” 

Captain Montreville’s face became flushed with a 
c<vl<>»ir of the deepest dye, and the pretty Rachel, look- 
ing towards her husband with one of' her archest 
smiles, added — 

You make no reply to this, captain Montreville, 
therefore I may conclude that victory is mine.” 

No, Mrs. Morrison, you shall not conclude any 
?^uch thing,” cried captain ip>nlreville, in the utmost 
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embarrassment, though you seem to have formeil a 
very tolerable opinion of the power of your own|px.” 

‘‘ Pardon me, captain Montreville,’’ cried the lovely 
Rachel, in vain attempting to stifle a laugh, “ my opi- 
nion of my owm sex is formed from the knowledge 1 
have of the weakness of yours/' 

“ Thank vou, INIrs. Morrison ; I am extrenudv 
obliged to you for so flattering a compliment,” uttered 
Montreville gravely ; but the provoking Rachel, a 
tlioiisand times more lovely than ever by tlie frank air 
of ingenuousness w hicli was spread over her charming 
countenance, retorted— 

For truth, captain Montreville, for positively I 
have asserted nothing more ; 1 don't deal in compli- 
ment, do I Leonard ?” 

But you deal in magic Raclicl ; tell captain Mon- 
Ireville to look out of the window^. 1 protest there is 
tlie lovely countess leaning on the arm of coiint Rasal- 
vie. She has a basket, and I have no doubt is just 
returning from some charitable visit to the cottages of 
the poor, most of wdiom are now^ pensioners on her 
bounty. IIow' beautiful she looks. Oh! how lovely 
is.^j^oman when such propensities are the leading 
object of her pursuit. There is an absolute air this 
mpming about the countess w hich is truly heavenly.” 

The curious. and animated Rachel ran immediately 
to the windc))|V to obtain a glauce at the tutelary saint 
of Glenroy Castle ; the lovely bcmefactress of the 
neighbouring poor ; but during the sentences which 
liad escaped from the lips of Leonard, Montreville had 
vanished. At the very mention and certain probabi- 
lity ol' seeing f^vadne iftnter Vijie cottage, who had 
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stopped at the gate to speak to Peggy, he bad llowq 
j)(*voiKl^ the possibility of Mrs. Morrison calling him 
hack, unable to contend with the overwhelming tide 
of transports which filled his heart. Catching a tran- 
sicJit glance of the well known face and still lovely 
forin of liis Evadne, he retired not to conceal, but to 
indulge in reflections of so pleasing a nature, that he 
flared to disclose them to mortal bosom, lest the 
cliarni iniglit dissolve and leave him again a prey to 
DU'lanclioly and despair. Meanwhile the lively Rachel 
liiiigh<;d lieai til) in his al)scnce ; and Adolphus having 
J(uned them, enquired if he had met Orlando in his 
nay, who had lied on the approach of his enchanting 
llosalincl, w hose bright eyes he had not the courage to 
('licounler, 

“ If \ou mean captain Montreville,’’ cried Adol- 
plius, lie is by this time on his journey to Montrose, 
lie Jiurried by me with such rapidity, that I had scarce 
a nioineiit to pay my duty to him. At the foot of the 
nKuintaiii I also observed the carriage of count Rosal- 
vie, whicli appears to be waiting, consequently I was 
at jio loss to what cause to attribute the extraordinary 
agitation of our friend Montreville ; but why does he 
avoid the lovely countess, surely the sight of her can- 
not give him pain.” 

‘‘ Because,” cried Mrs. Morrison, like all your 
sex, he is not wanting in caprice ; and though he 
adores the countess, and is dying to obtain an inter- 
view with hei-, yet his vanity suggests that her ladyship 
w ill be the first to seek iU 1 have been roasting him 
about it all the morning, and though I have detected 
his real sentiments a thoiisaiid ^times, yet he is proof 
against all my arguments to induce him to pay a visit 
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to Glenroy castle, there to confess his vows and be her 
islave.” 

But this I am persuaded he will not do so easily 
as you may imagine,’’ cried Adolphus ; his mind is 
much hurt, his feelings greatly wounded, and there is 
some Jittle repugnance in again paying our vows at 
that shrine which we believe to have been inconstant, 
and deserted its faithful votary.” 

Fie Mr. Walsinghaiii ! I will notallow you to be 
severe,” cried Mrs. Morrison ; but this is the w ay 
w ith you men, you all find excuses for one another, 
conscious that you have been guilty of the same foibles; 
but notw ithstanding all you have advanced about the 
philosophy of Moritreville, you will find that the 
very niomeni he has an opportunity of conversing 
with the c« unless, that his heart will be the 
weaker vessel. Conic I predict that a very short 
period puts an end to the w idowhood of the bonnie 
leedy o’ Glenroy castle, and that wc shall as shortly 
hail our friend Montreville in his new cliaracter of 
Benedict the married man.” 

Adolphus, though he had the liighest respect and 
veneration for the judgment of the lovely w ife of his 
friend, could by no means agree with her on tliis 
determined point ; w hen an occurrence, which took 
place several days after this serious debate, at Vine 
cottage, gave a proof that Mrs. Morrison was the best 
judge of a young philosopher’s heart when it comes in 
contact with the charms of a beautiful and adored 
woman, which w^as fully exemplified by this unex- 
pected discovery of each other’s sentiments by the fol- 
lowing catastrophe. 

One morning as the countess tat at breakfast with 
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count Rosalvie, she remarked the fineness of the 
weather, which had just comiiienced with a season of 
uncommon beauty in tlie early part of spring, exclaim- 
ing, as she arranged sonic flowers in her vases, which 
were excessively delicate and beautiful — 

Oil ! my dear father, how grateful, how delightful 
is spring !” 

I acknowledge it,” replied count Rosalvie ; 
tliere is nothing in my opinion which produces such 
universal harmony a lino spring morning; and 
(*\erv breatliing ohje^ct in creation is alive to its 
ttnehaniing and invigorating influence ; at first we see 
tlie birds begin to hail its sweet approach in chirping 
notes, perched on some straw built shed and here and 
tliere are seen to peck their scanty food with new 
delight.” * 

Then the primrose,” cried the countess, she 
comes forth with all her modest train, the violet, blue 
bell, and cowslip ; and ob ! how lovely to the eye, 
how regaling to the senses, are these sweet flowers of 
spring !'* 

Sir William Harman, who had just called in, smiled, 
and exclaimed — 

“ By Jove, my charming countess, you certainly 
^viil k(‘ep your word, and never become a woman of 
kisliion : here are you praising a few paltry insignifi- 
wild flowers, while those wliich please our fashion- 
able ladies are only to he purchased at the milliner’s 
^hops ; to such a length indeed do they carry their 
fthsurdilies, asactually to prefer the artificial to nature’s 
own works. In the montli of Juno 1 once remember 
to have gathend a beautiful rose, and presented it to 
lady of my acrjuaintance. 1 now think it my duty 
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to repeat to you the manner in which it was received. 
Disdaining to accept iiiy present^ she confessed her 
dislike to all natural flowers, and exclaimed — 

Oh ! dear, sir, its quite unfashionable ; all artifi- 
cial now I assure you.” 

By Jove, madam,” cried I, but I believe that to 
be precisely the case with one half of you ! and I 
turned upon my heel, leaving her almost petrified at 
my audacity I suppose ; and this, my dear countess, is 
fiishionable refinement ! Oh ! curse their fashions, 
say ir 

Count Rosalvie laughed most heartily at the manner 
in which Sir William had related this little anecdote ; 
and the countess smiled and called him a satirical 
creature. 

Little Sophia Courtney now came running into the 
room with something in her frock, which she endea- 
voured to conceal from the observation of the countess, 
declaring she had been out with old Hannah to visit 
Margaret Campbell, and that Margaret had given her 
a number of fine things to play with. 

What have you got in your frock, my love?” said 
the countess. 

The little girl looked very archly, but immediately 
replied— 

I must tell you the truth, must not 1, inanima 
Glenruy ? because pretty man says its very wicked to 
tell lies;” and she held out a beautiful little coral 
necklace. There, who do you think gave me these 
pretty beads ?” 

Not Margaret, I should suppose,” said the coun- 
tess, with evident surprise and curiosity. 
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‘‘ Who was it, my darling ?” cried count Rosalvie, 
taking her on his lap. 

A fine gentleman, with a gold hat on,” said 
Sophia. Hannah and I saw him at Margaret Camp- 
bell’s, and I do so love him, mamma Glenroy, because 
he is so good-natured, and he gathered me such heaps of 
flowers ; and then we ran about the garden, and 
Hannah cried sadly ; can you tell me what Hannah 
cried for mamma Glenroy ?” 

The countess had turned as pale as ashes while the 
little innocent related this story, and the cup of tea 
which she held in her hand had nearly fallen to the 
ground, when count Rosalvie suddenly exclaimed— 

I have a pretty good guess w ho this gentleman is, 
Evadne — the grove musician — the cbaml^er ghost — the 
sighing Montreville.” 

But Hannah being immediately called, she ex* 
plained the whole affair, saying, she had been to drink 
tea at Duncan Cainpbeirs, to make Margaret a present 
of a jar of honey, when she was met at the door of the 
Falcon Inn by Mr. Montreville, who had, as the child 
described it, a gold laced hat on, and his coat, which 
was blue, was ornamented with gold trimmings. 

I’d venture my life,” cried Sir William, but it 
is the naval uniform.” 

Yes, my lord, that it is,” said Hannah, for be is 
now called captain Montreville ; and Duncan Camp* 
bell tells me he has been in great battles, and the ship 
that brought him over from the Indies was wrecked 
near the harbour of Montrose, and all the poor souls 
perished. 

Hannah having communicated all she thought neces* 
sary, now left the. room, but lady Glenroy was so agi* 

a3 



442 


THE O'HPHAN BOY, OR 


tated as to be hardly able to keep her seat ; one 
moment she ran to the window and opened it, which 
eomroanded a distant view of Vine cottage, the next 
niihuteshe relapsed into a melancholy fit, and appeared 
thonghtful and perplexed ; but the wary c*ye of a fond 
parent traced in her lovely and now beautifully ani- 
mated countenance the transports of a pure and un- 
conquerable aflfect ion, which neither time, circum- 
stances, sickness, sorrow, nor even death itself, had 
yet the poiver to obliterate from her memory, and he 
proposed paying a visit to Duncan and Margaret a1 
the Falcon Inn, and taking by surprise the already 
softened and subdued heart of Montreville. 

‘‘ Oh ! my father cried the deeply blushing coun- 
ted, indeed,! am unequal to the task of beholding 
Montreville; how strange, how inexplicable are my 
feelings at the present moment ; tiiy heart assures mo 
thut I am inhocent, and yet 1 have all the pain, the 
confusion, the apprehension of having committed error. 
Hieaveh knows how willingly I could throw myself at 
his feet, and implore his pairdon, but alas'! 1 dfai'R 
not, I should sink with terror.** 

Count iiosalvie smiled. 

You are ill love, my dear child, and yours,’* fefied 
he, is no mockery of the passion* it ie^ real, and 
where was ever to be feund true love withont timidity ? 
blit edine^ I don’t think you will find your punishment 
from Montreville a very severe one ; he may probably 
arrest your liberty. 

Yes, he will make her a prisoner for life. I have 
no doubt of it,” observed Sir William. t. / * 

^ I promised fthoda that wo; should dine with her 
t<rday^” said'the countess,' bliushfitg still deeper ^at tlie 
remark made by Sir William. 
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‘‘ Allofis tlicij !'* cried Sir Willittixi, oyii^g^ Iier 
contusion but mark fne, counters, if you attfippt.to 
make yaurself one atom more lovely than you look at 
present, your (atlier and I will go and storm tli^ 
Falcon Inn, and bring away the captain bound ijn 
chains, and sigUiiig at your feet.” 

The countess, who was now habited in second 
mourning, certainly did not take more pains at her 
toilet on tliis day than usiitil ; but somehow or other 
she looked ten times more beautiful; and her eyes, 
what was the matter with them we cannot tell, but her 
eves absolutely sparkled. 

As Hannah stood at her elbow, she described the 
fine figure of Montreville, now and then exclaiming — 
Oh ! that you could but see him ! oh ! that he 
was but here w ith his gold laced hat on ! but I know 
what I know' ; w c shall have no more sighs nor groans 
now. I’ll be bound for him there will be no occasion 
to bring a pair of pistols in liis pocket. I warrant we 
shall be quiet enough now.” 

In this way did Hannah continue to amuse her mis- 
tress the whole time she was dressing, and when she 
descended to the drawing-room, lier light and elegant 
figure, the enchanting loveliness of her complexion, 
and the sweet serenity of her countenance, fascinated 
the gaze of her doating father, for such had once been 
his Laura ; and yet he acknowledged on this day th;^ 
the beauty of lady Glenroy would greatly have sur- 
passed even that of her mother. 

The pliaeton, which they preferred to a close car- 
riage, wa« now at the door, and Sir William, during 
the ride to his liouse, entertained the lovely countess 
and her father with a thousand humourous anecdot^. 
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Lady Harman at the first glance of her sweet friend, ob- 
served a degree of animation in her countenance which 
had of late been quite unusual, and she met her with 
a most enchanting smile, blushing, as she exclaimed 
in a whisper, Oh, Rhoda ! Montreville is” — 

Is come, I suppose, said lady Harman ?” 

No, not absolutely here, my dear friend,” 
answered the countesS; but at the Falcon Inn, with 
Duncan Campbell. Oh ! happy Duncan to shelter 
such a guest.” 

In the draw'ing room of lady Harman was Sir 
peorge and lady Courtney, and to the no small sur- 
prise of Sir William and lady Glenroy, in one comer 
of the room, with little George Courtney in her lap, 
sat the once haughty and forbidding lady Caroline, no 
longer dashing Jack, but the humble and mortified 
wife of Mr. Patrick O’Neal, returned to her brother 
as a bale of goods unfit for sale ; in short, her cara 
sposa, having discovered that this peerless virgin had 
brought him no dowry, save her own sweet person ; 
(lady Caroline was then in her forty-second year) a 
head crammed with fashionable follies, and a heart as 
unf^^ling as her pockets were empty, contrived one 
morning to steal a march upon her ; and she who had 
never dropped a tear at the misfortunes of another, 
was in a shower of tears herself obliged to confess that 
the barbarous man had abandoned her. On her dress- 
ing room table he left a curious epistle, which being 
short, we shall transcribe for the benefit of the readers. 

Cary, — Let this be a warning to you in future not 
to trust to men’s deceitful tongues ; and to every poor 
d^vil in my pitiful case, who happens to have more 
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brass in his face than he carries in his pockets. And 
if you should grave for the loss of your sweet daiiing 
captain Patrick O’Neal, for the love of grace my jewel 
get another husband as fast as you can. So wishing 
him success of your big thumping estate and your 
engaging person, here’s good luck to you honey. 

I remain, your’s no longer, 

Patrick O’Neal, 

Captain of no Kcgttnent at all at all 
in the City of Dublin. 


CHAPTER XLIII. 


To describe the rag^e which filled the bosam of the 
now deserted bride upon reading the contents of this 
laconic billet doux is impossible; and to seek redress 
of an Irish fortune hunter (for such in reality was the 
accomplished captain Patrick O’Neal) was an idea 
which lady Caroline, wTonged as she was, immediately 
rejected. To return oncf more to the protecting wing 
of her brother was her only alternative ; yet that bro- 
ther was, or had been, in distress ; and the very sound 
of poverty was petrifying to the ears of lady Caroline^ 
Then there was another mortifying circumstance*: 
fame had been busy in proclaiming that the countess 
had found a father, a titled lather, in whose protecting 
arms the object of her hatred was now secure from the 
shafts of malignant envy. The contemptible little 
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poetess too u^as become lady Harmao. All thjis^^^s 
intolerably provoking ; yet she consoled herself with 
the ivords of the old proverb, that, needs must when 
the-dovil drives^'’ and instantly despatched a letter, a 
penitential one, to Courtney Hail, complaining of the 
cruel treatment of her husband, and throwing herself 
on the protection of Sir George and lady Courtney ; 
who, in addition to lady Caroline’s inortitication, was, 
she bad heard, become quite a matronly domestic 
woman; and that she even refrained from playing 
cards on the? sabbath day. Lady Caroline’s letter was 
immediately answered by Sir George in the following 
style. But it was a long time before she could bring 
herself to believe that this was the language of her 
hitherto gay and volatile brother. 

Caroline, 

If your husband has indeed deserted you my house 
M still open to receive you ; more especially if your 
penitence is really sincere, and you are, in your own 
words, an altered woman ; and believe me Caroline, 
there was sufficient room for your improvement. 

Since your absence from Courtney Hall, 1 imagine 
the papers'must have informed you that the ever lovely 
and amiable countess of Glenroy has providentially 
found a father; in that father 1 found a friend, to 
whose humanity 1 am indebted for preservation from 
the jawis of a prison; and through whose liberality 1 
am recovering from involvments; which, permit jne 
to add, oared their source to your wise management 
and th^ thoughtless extravagance of my wife. Butl 
thank heaven she is reclaimed, and is so far weaned 
#ou) her former life, as to be capable of nursing her 
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own children and to look after her domestic aflfairs. 
She wears a handkerchief on her bosom and a cap 
upon her head. You have now a slight sketch of 
the present establishment at Courtney Hall ; where^ 
if you come, you niust not attempt to ifitrodtice any 
new system of government, but prudently conform to 
the rules of my family. As such you will be always 
welcome to your 

Affectionate brother, 

George Frederic Courtney. 

P. S. You must not expect that I shall again 
receive under my roof that impertinent mischief* 
making baggage, your w'oman, Mrs. Moppet. If you 
must have an attendant, let her be a fluiet homely 
country girl, simple in her manners, and plain in her 
dress. — G. C. 

Poor lady Caroline was, on this occasion, witbool 
one atom of affectation ; and actually did shed tears on 
perusal of this very extraordinary letter ; containing 
proof positive of what she had but slightly heard ; and 
a fi(t of !iysterics, whidi came upon her soon after- 
U'lirds, was the natural consequence. To go to her 
brother, however disagreeable the alternative, was 
now her only resource ; putting the best fece upon the 
niatter therefore, she packed up her wardrobej and in 
a solitaiy post-chaise (having been obliged to part 
with the whole of her equipage and servants) sbe aet 
out from Charges Street on her journey to Scotland^ 
where Sir George received her in the manner de^rib* 
ed; and in a few days she changed her dress according 
to her circumstances; played with the Children; and 
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became to all appearance an altered woman, that is, 
as far as an exterior would go ; for lady Caroline was 
still the same in her heart ; she had not changed one 
atom of her disposition. 

Lady Courtney had produced another little stranger, 
which was about four months old ; and being a girl, 
was, in compliment to lady Glenroy, called Evadne. 
On this subject we shall pronounce but one word, 
interest ; and that contains a million. Such w^as the 
motive which had induced lady Courtney to call her 
infant daughter Evadne. But lady Courtney was not 
to blame; and thousands will be found imitating her 
example in that experienced academy, the world. 
Dividing her attentions therefore between the infant 
Evadne and the little boy George lady Caroline w'as 
now constantly employed ; and in order to astonish 
the folks, she took little George Courtney on her lap 
in the carriage as they proceeded to lady Harman’s, on 
that day when lady Glenroy and count Hosalvie were 
expected, whom she saluted in the following manner : 

Dear creature — monstrous glad to see you—- hope 
your ladyship is extremely well — congratulate you on 
your happy union with Sir William — said it would be 
a match ^studied Lavater — can tell when people are 
destined to come together and when they are not.” 

1 am perfectly aware of your ladyship’s foresight 
and extreme penetration,” said Sir William, with a 
low bow; and would have added something more 
severe, had not lady Harman gently whispered in bis 
ear— 

My dear love, let us not triumph over a Ihllen 
enemy.” 

Why, that’s true, Rhoda;” replied Sir William, 
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but I am gM you reminded me, or I certainly should 
have popped out with something very unpleasant to 
1^ this iady Cs^rpline, for though we may forgive an 
insult, by Jove if ever lean forget one.” 

Considering all things, however, the day glided by 
with a degree of satisfaction to all parties, and when 
they rose to depart, no particle of animosity reigned 
in the breast of Sir William against the mortified lady 
Caroline, who endeavoured by a total change of con- 
duct, to plant herself in his good graces, and succeeded 
80 well that all retorts were consigned to oblivion, 
and dLsugreeable reflections banished. 

The countess and her father were now seated in the 
phaston, and count Kosalvie took the reins, but they 
had not proceeded more than two miles, when the 
horses suddenly took fright in sight of a hiost dreadful 
precipice ; and the grooms, not expecting such a dis- 
aster, were too far behind to prevent the horses run- 
ning at full speed ; it was a moment suspended 
between life and death, and the terrors of count 
Rosalvie, as he in vain attempted to stop their pro- 
gress, had arrived to the highest pitch, while the 
screams of the terrified countess pierced the air. Just 
then a gentleman on horseback, who was at no great 
distance, perceiving their danger, rode furiously 
towards them, and at the peril of liis own life pre- 
served theirs. With uncommon management he 
rushed forwards, and instantly dismounting, forced 
the heads of the animals into a contrary direc^on, just 
then on the verge of the gaping precipice. The 
grooms now arriving, flew to the assistance of the 
stranger, who bel 4 t^e horses by an effort of almost 

l3 
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supmor strength and skill, while count Rosalvie, in 
tones of extacy called out — 

** Thanks, generous preserver ! excellent, coura* 
geouB young man, 1 am indebted to you for more than 
life, the preservation of my child I my Evadne !'* 

At these words the stranger seemed electrified, for 
running to the side of the phston, he gazed for a 
moment on the form and pale countenance of the 
countess, and clasping his hands together, exclaimed — 
“ Your child, said you, Sir ? your Evadne ? Oh, 
Clod ! and she was once my Evadne !” 

** Montreville t” exclaimed the countess. Mon- 
treville,” echoed count Rosalvie. 

I am Montreville uttered their preserver ; aiid 
the countess fell almost lifeless into his arms. 

Oh ! unexpected meeting said count Rosalvie, 
a moment that repays past suffering, and turns our 
fears to rapture.” 

All description must fail to do justice to the pleasing 
emotions which now pervaded the bosom of tlie coun- 
tess, as recovering from insensibility, she found her- 
self encircled by the arms of Montreville, whose coun- 
tenance bore testimony of an agitated but transported 
heart. The presence of the servants was, however, a 
bar to all further conversation ; and the countess, de- 
claring she had not courage to venture again into the 
pheton, count Rosalvie proposed as the best plan that 
they should instantly despatch one of the grooms back 
to. Sir William’s and return with a carriage to convey 
them to the castle, while the other would be left to 
take charge 4 ^ the horses. This was accordingly 
dobe, fod Montreville, informing them that he had 
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passed a cottage within a q^ter of a mile frQin «rh«re> 
they then were, he recommended they should-, condoct; 
the countess thither, and there await the arrival of Sir 
William’s carriage. 

« The best plan imaginable,” cried count HLossdvie, 
and the countess leaning on the arm of her beloved 
Montreville, on their way to the cottage, suffered him 
to imprint on her band an ardent kiss of pure unalter- 
able affection. 

A pretty Scotch woman in short pettict^ts, and a 
mob cap, with a fine infant in her arms, saluted them 
at the door of the cottage, and gave them entrance to 
an apartment fitted up in the true Scotch style, con- 
taining two or three beds, half a dozen wooden bowls, 
and a large iron pot full of potatoes was placed on a 
blazing fire made of peat, which by no means emitted 
an odour of the pleasantest kind. Count Rosalvie, 
however, w'as highly delighted whenever he could take' 
a peep at humble happiness in any shape. 

“ How many children has God sent you, honest 
woman,” cried he, as he played with the little urchin 
whom she had now put into a wooden crib before the 
fire. 

Guid faith, yer’e honour, I’ve nae less than sax 
baimes, and God be thanked, my guid mon wins sUla 
enow to baud us brawly.” 

She then produced from a cupboard some Highland 
whiskey and some oat cakes, a small cheese, with some 
butter and milk, which she placed on^e table, and 
with that smile of good humoured hospitality whidi is 
invariably centered in the hearts ofthe Scotch peasantry, 
invited her guests to partake of what was contained ia 
this simple fare. Count Rosalvie absolutely did taste 
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the which being gentrine, wals excellent ; 

fCnd the countessi and Montrcville, not wishing to hihrt 
the fbeKngs of their generous hostess, drank a little*of 
the milk. Count Rosalvie determined to indulge in the 
overflowingn of an excellent, though eccentric, heart, 
at the moment of their departure thus addressed the 
j^rCtty Scotch woman — 

Well, my bonny hostess, what are we to give you 
for entertaining us in the manner you have done ?’* 

■ With a smile she replied— 

The de’il a bawbe ye’re honor ! guid faith yer*e 
heartily welcome to the vary best I hae to gie ye.” 

Here ye sons and daughters of liixtiry ! here proud 
votaries of wealth, take a lesson from the peasant’s 
Jowly shed, and blush to find the hinges of your gates 
shut to hospitality ! 

• Count Rosalvie, on receiving a reply so concordant 
with hi.^ own feelings^ at the door of the cottage slipped 
five guineas into the hands of his astonished hostess ; 
and on her turning round to express her thanks the 
Carriage drove from the door ; her surprise was fiir- 
tber encreased on finding in the clenched hands of her 
infant, as it lay asleep in the crib, a one pound note; 
btH whether the gift of Montreville or the countess ive 
Cifinot deterttiine. 

It was late when the inhabitants of Glenroy chstfe 
i^ii^d to rest. The joy and surprise which the 
IWrival of Montreville had occasioned, kept the whole 
^iitilyih a delightful bustle, for it had long been re- 
port^ in the castle that Montreville had once been 
the affianced husband of the countess, and looking for- 
ward to the period when they imagined he would be 
4irliolly BO,' they treated hiiii wHh every mark b! tM 
roost profound respect. 



THB TBIT or 1N.VOCBMCE. 


4iS 


Sle^p did not operate no powerfully on the eoantem 
ag to make her once foi^t that Montreville, her be- 
loved "Moittreville, slept under the same roof with her. 
She arose with renovated spirits, and the frwh ro^ 
which bloo^ned on either cheek was a harbinger of that 
joy which reigned within ; with slops light as the gos-^ 
fianier she tripped down stairs, and was saluted iry 
Montreville in the breakfast parlour, who had been 
dc?ep!y engaged in conversation with count Rosalvio ; 
explanations had taken place on both sides ; but when 
informed of the arts which had been used to compel 
Evadne to give her hand to the earl, how great were 
the transports of Montreville, to find that her heart 
still remained wholly his. 

Are you then mine?’’ cried he, ^zing on her 
lovely countenance. Oh ! Evadne, were you then 
true to vows which nothing but my supposed death 
had power to shake ! Dear idol of my h^rt, forgive 
that I ever doubted !” 

The countess now put into Montreville’s hand the 
letter, w hich, as she had never seen the hand-writing 
of Mrs. Montreville, she believed to contain the heart- 
rending intelligence of his death ; but which, conti- 
nued she, in his dying moments, confessed to have 
been w^ritten by himself. Oh ! deception which I too 
faithfully relied on, what has it not made me suffer 

Oh, Evadne !” said Montreville, and what have 
been my sufferingiT? what were my emotions on read- 
ing the paragraph of your marriage in the pbldie 
papers ? they were such, that but for the recollefeliOii 
of itty linotlier, had nearly reduced me to commit the 
same rash act as the unhappy earl. I wrote to ray 
motheV, who instantly replied that you had beeti raar- 
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ried se«arol iBontihs, aod that report greatly erred if 
yoi| yrete iR>t extremely happy in becoming the wife 
of lord Olenroy. Ignorant of the arts which had 
been praqtised to deceive you, she reviled your incon* 
itancy, and commended her prudence in not having 
permitted me to remain longer exposed to the charms 
of your seductive society.” 

** Stationed upon foreign ^rvice, it was many years 
before I returned ; and then it was only to witness the 
rapid decline of my excellent mother. For whatever 
were my internal sufferings, I permitted no indulgence 
of them in her presence ; and before her decease, she 
had the satisfaction of believing that 1 had regained 
my former tranquillity. The loss of my mother was a 
severe affliction ; for it is well known that, with the 
feminine softness of her sex, she united a mind vigor* 
ous and active; and was indeed, in every sense, a 
tender mother, an able counsellor, and a sincere friend. 

** I still served under the command of admiral Nel- 
son ; and soon after the demise of my mother, received 
orders to join my ship then bound for the Eastern 
coast. A presentiment that I should never return, 
urged me to the rash step of journeying into Scotland 
to snatch a farewell glance of you. The enterprise 
was hazardous; and the attempt, I well knew, might 
cost me my life; but all apprehensions vanished in the 
extatic hope of once more bdiolding you. Disguising 
my person as well as 1 could from all traces of former 
recpUeotion, when I arrived in Scotland I assumed the 
halut of a minstrel ; and found access into the cottages 
of some of the mountaineers, who entertained me with 
kindness and hospitality. 1 agreed to pay them board 
jMid lt>dgiflg while I remained in that part of the 
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country; and I continued to wander near the castle; 
Kometimes lyin^ concealed for hours in that beiautiful 
grove in which I imagined that you would often walk. 
One evening, chance blessed me with a sight of you : 
you were deeply engaged in conversation with a 
female. The well-remembered tones of your voice 
struck deep to my heart ; and, regardless of ebnse* 
qiiences, I was on the point of rushing from my con- 
cealment, when, in another part of the grove, I could 
plainly distinguish the sound of footsteps. 1 rose pre- 
cipitately ; and as I passed near the spot where you 
were seated, heard your companion pronounce that, 
lord Glenroy, was the most amiable of husbands. At 
that moment a sigh, of indescribable anguish, burst 
from my full heart’’— 

And remained fixt deeply in mine said the 
countess. Oh, Montreville ! how powerful was the 
impression made in my mind by that sigh !” 

Montreville pressed the hand of the countess to his 
lips and proceeded. 

That same evening I encountered Hannah. I 
now dreaded a discovery ; and was compelled to use 
threats to frighten her into silence. She poor creature 
tremblingly obeyed. My time being limited, I re- 
solved to see you once more and then to depart for ever. 
One day, taking my harp, I repaired to the place 6f my 
foticealment in the pine grove, and there played some 
wild and melancholy airs.’* 

‘‘ Your most obsequious and very humble servant 
my invisible musician,” exclaimed count Rosalvie, 1 
believe I was the only listener you had on that day 
and your performance was excellent.” 

Montreville smiled and rontiiiued. 
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You must be aware^ at least, 1 suppose Hannah 
has informed you, that a second time 1 was blessed 
with the sight of you. Ypu remember the Uttle cbam- 
beir in the east wing of the castle ; in a small recess of 
that apartmerit I was concealed. My heart throbbed 
when I saw , you approach, leaning upon the arm of 
your friend; and, Oh ! how fascinating was the beauty 
of your countenance as you gaaed on that portrait; 
how innocent did you likewise look when you pro- 
nounced that the o):yect whom it resembled must be 
incapable of deceit. I groaned inwardly at the sup- 
posed deception which you had practised to deceive 
me. It startled and alarmed you; and Hannah and 
your friend conveyed you instantly away from the 
apartment. What now remains to be told is, my 
sudden encounter with the earl, who entered the 
p&ttdige of Duncan Campbell on the very day I Lad 
proposed to take my departure. Heaven knpws I 
aimed not at liis life, nor he I hope at mine.'* 

Indeed he acknowledged your goodness said the 
countess. 

As I instantly quitted him,” continued Montre- 
ville, I knew nothing of the dreadful act which he 
afterwards committed, until the papers furnished me 
wi^h ai? geepunC I confess 1 felt shocked, although at 
the e^ctermination of my most mortal foe. A few 
toonihs previous to this my second return to England, 
the good old admiral Nelson departed this life ; and, 
died lyitbout heirs to his property, left me in the 
possesion of a very ample fortune. A strange flut- 
t|ripg seii^d my heart when 1 embarked on board 
the Hindostan ; which, after a perilous voyage, w^as 
^wrecked on the fkottish coast. I found mys^)f aud a 
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black boy the only siirvivorfli out of five hundred souU. 
Nearly insensible, I was carried with my faithful at- 
tendant to the Falcon Inti; and on my recovery found 
that, tiie arms which encircled my exhausted frame 
were those of Duncan Campbell ; in whom 1 discovered 
my kind host ; and in whose house I have since con* 
tinned to be an inmate. I now appeared in my true 
character to Duncan and Margaret; they furniahed 
me witli every particular relative to the earl's death, 
and talked much of your excellent father, count Rosai* 
vie, to w hom I shortly intended to make myself known, 
when my fortunate, my glorious stars, my destiny, 
marked me out to be his preserver and yours. Qh, 
Evadne ! is not my joy too great for utterance? needs 
there more words to soy how ardenllyyi how sincere- 
ly I love you.” 

‘‘ But one word more,*’ exclaimed count Rosalvie, 
excellent and most amiable young man ! but one 
word, and being her father, 1 pronounce it — take her-— 
she is yours ; and believe me, Montreville, as I weigh 
the well tried virtues of your character in one scale, 
and your unexampled fidelity in the other, I find you 
alone have lieen, and alone are worthy to possess the 
(laughter of Rosalvie ! 

It were vain to paint the expression blended in the 
features of Montreville as he received this precious 
gift from the hand of count Rosalvie, and looking in 
her blushing face, he timidly pronounced — 

“ And does Evadne come willingly T’ 

“Oh! can Montre\ille doubt it?” exclaimed she. 
Fate once compelled me to give a hand without a 
heart, hut here J jojdully pledge both together, and 
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with pride acknowledge Montreville to be their sore* 
reign ruler.” 

It is unnecessary to say whether the lovely hand 
was received or not, as it was held out for the accept- 
ance of the transported Montreville — for count Rosal- 
vie instantly exclaimed — 

** Let Smart ransack the cellar for a dozen bottles 
of the oldest wine that can be found in the castle of 
Olenroy. Let the sun shine for once without a cloud, 
and happiness reign among us without envy.” 

And did not the sun shine ? yes, on the day that 
blessed the union of Henry and Evadne. An union 
which had long been protracted by the dark clouds of 
disappointment, the frowns of envy, and the arm of 
freachery; btfi Heaven was at length propitious to 
their vows offered up to that hallowed shrine which 
never forsakes its true and faithful votaries. 

At the express desire of the lovely countess, the 
nuptials were solemnized as quietly and privately as 
possible in the chapel of Glenroy, to avoid all those 
empty forms of vain and idle pageantry, in which the 
eye only participates, but the heart has little share. 

'When Montreville next paid a visit to his friends at 
Vine cottage, he had actually verified the prediction of 
the pretty Rachel, and was become “ Benedict the mar- 
ried man” to all intents and purposes. And as he pre- 
sented liimself at the door of the cottage with a cordial 
smile, to the equally cordial glance of Mr. and Mrs. 
Morrison, he triumphantly led forth his beauteous 
bride, exclaiming — 

“ Dear Mrs. Morrison I have brought you an unex- 
^pected guest this morning who is exceedingly anxious 
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to have the pleasure of being introduced to . you and 
your worthy husband.” 

Rachel^ who was seated at her little work table, and 
who had never seen the countess but in a mourning 
habit, and whose lovely features were now modestly, 
veiled, instantly sprang to salute and welcome, as 9he 
imagined, a beautiful stranger. But what was her 
surprise and evident astonishment, when this veil was 
gracefully removed by the hands of Captain Montre- 
ville, and she involuntarily uttered — 

Oh ! my heavens ! it is the countess of Glenroy/* 
You are mistaken, my dear Rachel,” instantly 
replied the happy and transported Montreville. “ The 
lady whom you now see before you is no longer lady 
Glenroy. She has another title, and has given me 
one — the most blessed, the most enviable in existence.” 
And what is that ?” demanded Rachel. 

Husband !” exclaimed Montreville. 

All further explanation was rendered wholly unne- 
cessary. Rachel, Morrison, and lastly Adolphus were 
now successively introduced to the warm and cordial 
smiles of the lovely bride ; and the happy party, after 
two hours of uninterrupted, cheerful, and social con- 
verse, returned, at the express invitation of the amia- 
ble pair, to partake of an elegant dinner, and share in 
the hymeneal festivities at the castle of Glenroy. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 


Pride, which is the characteristic folly of paltry 
jrreat ones, at the same time that it is the never-failing 
mark of illiberal, prejudiced, and unfeeling hearts, had 
never been a feature in the disposition, character, or 
manners, of the truly amiable and lovely ronntes?^ of 
Glenroy. She bad never appreciated those high gifts of 
fortune beyond their intrinsic value; having duly con- 
sidered that they vrere never designed by the wise dis- 
poser of all car^ily dispensations to raise such eager 
attaebinent and such immoderate anxiety ; well assured 
that they were given for our occasional refreshment, 
not for our chief felicity : never, therefore, had lady 
Glenroy set an excessive value upon objects which 
were intended only for her secondary regard. She 
treated Mr. and Mrs. Morrison and Adolphus as 
her equals and friends, and with that unvaried 
sweetness of manners and engaging aifability which 
rendered her so truly fascinating ; the idol of her 
husband, and the blessing of all those who had the 
happiness of her society. 

Rachel indeed, at her first introduction to the bride 
of Montrerille, had evinced no small degree of embar- 
rassment ; nor was Leonard Morrison himself under a 
less appearance of restraint ; seldom out of his father’s 
counting-house, he had but few opportunities of mix- 
ing in the society of personages of exalted rank and 
fosfaion ; and but still less inclination to become one 
of its votaries. Id humble happiness the sole views 
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and wishes of I^eonard Morrison were concentrated ; 
and he followed nature^ rather than submit to the false 
blandishments of art (whatever mipht have been the 
intended plan of his father^ in the choice of a wife 
also. Attracted by tht; Himplicity ami beauty of Rachel 
Summerville, whose loveliness was set off by one of 
the sweetest and most inj^eniious dispositions in 
tlie world, Leonard. forgot to enquire into the expect- 
ancy of Uacliers affairs; or whetlun*. if he married 
her, she was to bring a dowry with her. No such 
tliought had once intruded itself on the mind of Leo- 
nard Morrison before the knot had been tied ; it was 
not likely, therefore, to become a subject of much 
serious contemplation afterwards, well knowing that 
on one side at least there was provision enough to 
compensate amply for any w ant of it on the other. 

la a few successive weeks, however, passed under 
the roof of the bridal pair, tlic natural reserve of all 
parties insensibly diminished, and the maimers of the 
pretty Rachel received no inconsiderable improvement 
in the accomplished society to which she was con- 
stantly in the habit of being introduced in the castle 
of GJeuroy ; which was alternately mixed with that 
also at Courtney Hall and the splendid mansion of Sir 
William Harmer, from whom the three friends had 
received the most pressing invitations, and of which 
they had several times availed themselves. 

Adolphus, indeed, had more frequently become the 
guest of captain Moiitreville and his charming bride, 
count Rosalvic having been pleased to pass some warm 
encomiums on the merits of his young favourite (as he 
generally styled Adolphus) ; he was seldom absent a 
day together, and whenever that happened td be th# 
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case, the count was always sure to pay a visit at Vine 
cottage, late in the evening, to enquire after their 
Orphan Boy, and to learn what accident had detained 
him from passing the day at Glenroy. Nor did this 
marked preference to tlie society of their young friend 
create any jealousy, or excite any painful emotion, in 
the generous hearts of Leonard and Rachel ; they 
were on the contrary rejoiced at the influence he 
had obtained in the castle; well aware of the striking 
advantages which Adolphie- so ernli i possessed 
from the liberal education w hicli he bad received when 
under the protection of his u^cle. Sir Mildred Austin- 
court, and that he was, both in incidal endow ineiits 
and graceful accomplishments, a ♦< ry desirable com- 
panion for count Rosalvie and the no.hshed ;ociety of 
the exalted personages of rank and fashion which was 
every day to be seen at the magnificent talde of tlie 
lovely countess. There was another circumstance 
in addition to the many amiable quaiitications w hich 
exhibited themselves in the character of Adolphus, 
which rendered him doubly interesting to the generous 
and susceptible hearts of his newly acquired friends, 
and that was the peculiarity of his sii nation as an 
Orphan Boy, left in a manner wholly destitute, 
and driven by blind prejudice and affected notions of 
honour from the only earthly protector or relative 
whom death had not dissolved. His uncle, Sir MiN 
dred Austincourt, who had utterly abandoned a vir- 
tuous youth, merely because he morally kept an oath 
he waa bound to hold sacred, had turned that youth, 
in his orphan state, on a wild and merciless world, at 
the fNune instant that a perfect conviction of who the 
seducer of Fanny Roseberry was, must have been ever 
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present to his mind in the person of his own son, of 
whose guilt no dou1)t could have remained; and the 
conduct of Sir Mildred was severely reprobated by 
count Ttosalvie. There was besides in the fine coun>* 
tenance of Adolphus an expression of such ingenuous 
and modest sweetness, and a look of innocence so 
beautifully pourtrayed, as he related his aifecting 
story from the period that he quitted Austincourt 
Priory with his little dumb but faithful companion, 
Sambo, under his arm, to that moment he had entered 
the lios|)itablt abode of Mrs. Morrison, at St. Alban’s, 
that the truths nhich he thus uttered, flowing sponta- 
neously and feelingly from an agitated heart, appeared 
to count Rosalvie ‘‘‘confirmation strongas proofs from 
holv writ.” It Mould have been a difficult matter to 
have turned the scale, which in the minds of all pre- 
scut had ahead) weiglied the balaive ui favour of the 
entire innocence of the pooi Mionged Orphan Boy ! 
It was not to be supposed, however, that, although 
Adolphus passed his life in one unvarying scene of 
tranquillity and rational happiness with his amiable 
friends, he w'as indiflerent to the fate of the Aus* 
tinc.ourt family ; and strange to say, though a variety 
of letters had passed between Leonard and his father, 
yet he could not gain the smallest intelligence from 
Mr, Morrison respecting any of his relatives ; till 
after a period nearly of tw^elve months, the old gentle- 
man, in his accustomed humourous and facetious 
style, thus commenced a letter to Leonard, informing 
him of the following events which had taken place at 
Austincourt Priory : — 

‘‘ Tell Adolphus Walsingbani,” said he, that in 
compliance with his earnest solicitation I went a step 
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beyond my inclination, and more than two steps be- 
yond my capacity to serve him. 1 actually hired a 
post-chaise, and your sister Mary being rather poorly, 
I took her with me for the benefit of the journey. But 
where do you suppose I journeyed to ? Why not to 
the Blue Mountains, where you was going to, if the 
winds had not kindly blown you on the Scottish coast, 
to be swiillow-ed up alive, wholesale and retail, for the 
benefit of the blackamoors. No ! I had other fish to 
fry. I desired the poKtillioii to drive to Austincourt 
Priory, and when 1 arrived, boldly demanded an 
audience of Sir Mildred Austincourt, which was not 
so easy to be done as said, for the porter actually 
denied me admittance ; but I so rated him, that curse 
me, if ever he«will lose sight of good manners again as 
long as he can rtunemher old Led Morrison, tea 
dealer and •grocer. No adnutlance— cannot possibly 
let me in — and go about iny business or call again to- 
morrow. Why curse your impudence, cried 1, tell an 
honest tradesman, who has come forty miles in a post- 
chaise, and all at his own expcnce, to go about bis 
business; why you lazy, fat, greazy, lubberly, kennel 
bound ! 1 have led my business and come all this way 
to speak to your master, and speak to him I will — or 
by the Lord Harry I will soon let you know' what 
o’clock it is. Here’s manners ! here’s good-breeding 
at tbe house of an English baronet ! By the l.ord the 
nation may well go to pot when such fellows as you, 
who are fed by it, are suiTered to kick civility out of 
doors ] So saying, I handed Mary from the chaise, 
and without ceremony advanced into the middle of a 
ball large enough to have turned a coach and six 
^rses, and there to my iiurpri<9e mi tlirc^ more fel*v 
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lows all drest out in green and gold with gingerbread 
buttons, and stinking of perfume like so many pole 
cats. 

^ Come, come,’ cried I, ^ 1 shall stand no more of 
your nonsense: cither go up to your master and inform 
him that a person waits on him with particular busi- 
ness, or I shall go myself.’ 

“ On this they all scouted one and all like so many 
hares ; but 1 waited longer than I could have served 
twenty customers before I was desired to walk up 
stairs, which 1 did in no very good humour; for the 
hxzy rascals Jiad rutiled my temper. I knocked at the 
door, because 1 thought, if a baronet did not know 
what good manners were, that his inferiors would 
teach him. But I soon got the better of my ill-humour 
when 1 saw' one of the finest old gentlemen my eyes 
ever belu Id w ith a pleasing and benevolent counte- 
nance advance to meet me. 

‘ Mr. Morrison, I presume,’ cried he, ‘ and the 
young lady — but pray have the goodness to be seated.* 

^ My daughter answered I, ^ we have both 
pressed in rudely here Sir Mildred ; but I am a plain 
man of dealing, cjuite unaccustomed to the ceremony 
and forms that attend a great man like you ; therefore 
hope you will excuse me.’ 

“ ‘ Sir,’ cried he, with a most placid smile, * I am 
as plain a man as yourself, and as little fond of cere- 
mony ; and what may appear more strange to you, 
at this moment, as unacquainted with great men, as 
you are pleased to cal) them, as yourself. 1 live in 
retirement as you perceive, disgusted with the follies, 
and despising the customs of that world, which sources 
of domestic affliction have rendered hateful to me.* 

n3 
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“ On this the old gentleman wiped off a tear that 
started from his eyes; and without enquiring into my 
business, he rang the bell to desire that some refresh- 
ment might immediately be brought in, which he very 
politely pressed Mary and myself to accept of. Ah! 
ah ! though I, this will do vastly ; — this is something in 
the shape of old English hospitality. But what a pity 
that the servants of so good a man should, by their 
insO[lent mode of behaviour, give a stranger an un- 
favorable impression of his character. Wlien Mary 
and myself had drank off a glass of wine a pi€*ce, I 
thought it was time to open my business ; and should 
have done so, had not the silly girl, on casting her 
eyes over the chimney board, and seeing a full length 
portrait of a certain person, gave a loud scream, wdiich 
as you may suppose, entirely put every thing I had to 
say out of ray head. 

^ My God, young lady !’ exclaimed Sir Mildred, 
* what can thus alarm you:’ but his eyes following in 
the same direction as hers, the meaning was plain 
^pough ; and more plain than 1 either w ished or cx> 
pected, I can assure you Led. But no matter: let’s 
on to business. 

^ Surely,’ continued the baronet, ‘ you have no 
knowledge of the person that portrait represents ?■ 

“ ‘ Indffe4 but she has though,’ cried 1, ^ and a 
heU^r yPUth does not exist, MtlUe other be where he 
will, tbftP in person of Adolphus Walsingham .’ 

On those words Sir MiUred rose from his chair 
alpiost in a delirium of joy; and folding his hands 
with an emotion I shall never ibrget, ex- 
claipaed — 

* Gra^ouSr hoftven, I thank thee !— Oh worthy sir ! 
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Oh, excellent youn^ lady! ease the th robbings of an 
old mairs heart, uml tell me all you know of Adolphus 
Walsingham ! — does he live? — is he well ?— is he 
happy ? — and, Oh ! more than all, I wish to ask, shall 
(lios(3 old eyes ever again behold him ?’ 

I was so aflected with these words Ijed that, 
though 1 am not much given to crying, yet I found 
myself on the point of being in a melting mood; so 1 
up and told Sir Mildred all I could pick and scrape 
about Ills nephew; at which he expressed so much 
delight and satisfaction, that I thought be never would 
have done acknowledging how greatly he was obliged 
to me, 

^ Mr. Morrison,’ cried he, ^ after what you have 
related, 1 am neither willing to part ^with you nor 
your fair daughter on so short an acquaintance: and if 
you are not pressed for time, must positively insist on 
making you prisoners for a few days at Aiistincourt 
Priory ; havingcoiniminications to offer, which, I hope, 
will he as conducive to the happiness, as well as ad- 
vantageous to the welfare of niy dear nephew, who has 
been for several months the legal heir to the whole 
property, a few legacies excepted, of Camilla Grandi- 
son. The uncertain probability that the dear boy 
would ever be found again, or that lie might no longer 
be living, has caused the property, in either case to 
descend to niy youngest son, Edmund Austincourt ; 
who has been some time united to a most amiable anil 
accomplished young lady, the youngest daughter of 
Sir Robert Montgomery; with whom ho lives in aS ' 
perfect a state of conjugal felicity as few married lives 
afford.’ 

‘ In the present times, you mean to say Sir Mildred;* 
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forty years ago I had no care in the world but to get 
children; and now I have got them, all my care is how 
to provide for them/ 

“ You know Leddy I never like to lose a joke if I 
can help it. Sir Mildred smiled ; and turning round 
to your sister Mary, paid her a compliment, that made 
the poor girl blush like a rose in full bloom. But to 
proceed to business; for I have still a long story to tell 
you before I conclude this epistle. 

All this while you must know I kept t wheedling 
about niy fingers and thumbs in a very awkward 
manner, as Mary afterwards told me, because 1 wanted 
to ask a question, and that was, w liether that she-devil 
lady Austincourt was yet on the *^Btocks or no ; and 
what was become of her precious cub Frederic; or if 
the poor girl whom he so infamously betrayed was ever 
yet hoard of. All which questions Sir Mildred was 
kind enough to take off iny hands by relating the fol- 
lowing circumstances: — 

“ ‘ I am now a widower Miss Morrison/ uttered he, 
addressing Mary, therefore if you will condescend to 
grace a bachelor’s table to day, I may probably intro- 
duce you to the society #f a female companion to- 
morrow in iny sweet and lovely neighbour lady Theo- 
dora Percy: that is, if we can draw^ the fair recluse 
from her little cottage on the wild heath ; w here slie 
has resided ever since the death of lady Austincourt 
and the marriage of my son Frederic.’ 

* You bave^mth your sons married then Sir Mil- 
dred/ cried I, ^ and your daughters’ 

‘ Will continue maids as long as they live!’ an- 
swered the baronet, ‘ and old maids, I promise you : 
wtiich, to do them justice, has been more the fault of 
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their mother than their own. Lady Austincourt bred 
them in the school of fashionable indolence) and taught 
them to expect to marry peers of the realm ; but no 
peers of the realm having thought it convenient to 
marry timing poor Georgina and Marjaniie may wear 
the willow for the remainder of their days. They are 
Ptill so cursedly fond of fashion, however, that they 
reside with their brother in the purlieus of St. James’s; 
who has married a thoughtless giddy girl, dissipated 
like himself, and by far more calculated to be his 
mistress than his wife; and whom 1 strongly suspect 
will shortly involve him both in ruin and disgrace. 
Poor Fanny Roseberry !’ continued Sir Mildred with 
a sigh; ‘ Init 1 will forl>ear conversing on so painful 
a subject. Suffice it to say that, my son Frederic, 
married to ])lea.se himself; in which, he did not think 
it a necessary duty even to consult his father. I shall 
not again discuss a theme so unpleasant to my feelings, 
particularly, as not even my most earnest entreaties 
ever could prev ail with him to do justice to his cousin 
by acknowledging that unfortunate affair with Fanny. 
For in V own part I am fully convinced who the seducer 
is ami who is not.’ 

‘‘ Now Led 1 suppose I was guilty of a little bit of 
indecorum ; but you must attribute it all to the love 
and good will I bear to that poor wronged boy ; for in 
my plain blunt way I immediately exclaimed — 

‘ And it was a very great pity Sir Mildred, that 
you was. not fully convinced of this consciousness of 
your nephew’s innocence before you so unfeelingly 
turned him on the wide world.’ 

“ Do not reproach me Mr. JMorrison, answered he, 
with a look at once so mild and penetrating that, in 
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truth Led, I was sorry I had gone so far; ‘for my own 
heart has sufficiently done that already. Yes sir, 1 
was long indeed convinced that the son, and not the 
nephew, was the transgressor; though passion blinded 
me at the time; and the artifice of a deceitful woman, 
(for sucli lady Austincourt confessedly was) hut too 
well succeeded in those arts, in persuading me to 
adopt measures, and charging Adolphus w ith a crime, 
of which 1 need no conviction than my own heart, 
that he never was guilty. Fanny herself, were she 
but here, w ould most gladly attest his innocence.' 

“ ‘ Bui till that moment fortunately arrives,’ said I, 
‘ I fear your nephew is so scrupulously delicate, that 
he will never be prevailed on to face your presence.’ 

“ ‘ Then 1 shall die without blessing him,’ exclaimed 
Sir Mildred grdatly affected, ‘ he shall, he must come 
to close the eyes of his poor heart-broken uncle : will 
he not, think you, Mr. Morrison?’ 

‘ Doubtless 2 ’ I replied ; which was but right you 
know Leddy. 

“ ‘ Then I will write to him to-morrow cried the 
old gentiemaii, ‘ nay more, 1 will get a fair hand to 
add her signature to mine in requesting that he will 
iiRmediately come over to England and possess hirn-> 
self of that 'jprpperty, which now, no longer had a right 
to be withheld from him. Yes, Theodora shall be the 
olive branch between us, Theodora whom no mortal 
can resist, and least of all, I think, my nephew ; she is 
an heiress of one hundred thousand pounds Mr. Mor- 
rison ; her father, lord Algernon Percy, is lately dead, 
and the whole of this immense property is left entirely 
at her ow n disposal.' 

An exceeding snug thing upon my soul !* cried I, 
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‘ an hundred thousand pounds ! What can a young 
woman do with so much money ? 

What few young women ever think of I believe-/ 
answered Sir Mildred, ‘ she gives it, Mr. Morrison, to 
relieve the wants of others ; and lives in secluded 
retirement, while slie publicly l>estows the most liberal 
donations to save a sinking multitude. Now I will 
prevail on this angel to write to Adolphus, and who 
knows’ 

‘ Dinner is on table sir/ said a fellow thrusting 
in Ills head, which was white as a cauliflower, at the 
<ioor ; and 1 could not help making a remark that did 
not in the least offend the baroiret, though it was one 
of his own servants; but, on the contrary, seemed to 
aflbrd him some amusement as we went down stairs; 
which remark was Led, that if the farmers kept dp the 
high'price of corn as they did formerly, and the millers 
that of flour, I should not be the least surprised, when 
so many livery servants made use of it as a powder for 
garnishing their nobs.” 

Witli a few more eciually trite observations Mr, 
Morrison dosed his long* epistle to his son; and, 
!iy way of a postscript, a lecture to the pretty runaway 
Rachel, which brought a few tears into her lovely eyefe* ; 
but which w'cre almost immediately kissed off by her 
fond husband with, — 

“ What Rachel ! cannot you bear a little raiHery 
fVom my poor old father ?” 

To which, with a smile of the most enchanting 
sweetness, she replied, — 

‘‘ Oh ! it is not your father’s raillery which, at this 
moment excites my emotion; it is his goodness in 
acknowledging me for his daughter when my affection 
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for his son, carried me so much beyond the bounds 
which prudence prescribes : — suppose you had not 
married me Leonard ?” 

‘‘ Then should I have proved myself the basest 
scoundrel in existence •/’ warmly repeateil Leonard. 

But there are many such Leonard •/’ retorted 
Rachel. 

I will not deny the assertion my dearest love 
answered he, but I trust there are not many who do 
not meet with the punishment they deserve. The 
desertion of helpless woman, whose generous and 
affectionate heart has been wrested from its snowy man- 
sion with the sacrifice of many an anguished sigh and 
many a bitter tear, is a crime, aggravated by cruelty, 
60 odious ill the character of man, as ranks him con- 
siderably belovr the brute creation ; nor do 1 look upon 
him any longer as the image of his maker. 

Moralizing!'’ exclaimed Adolphus, as at that 
moment he gaily entered the room ; and Leonard im- 
mediately put his father’s letter in the hands of his 
friend. 

There,” cried Leonard, is some intelligence 
from old dad ; which, I am happy to say, will at last 
give you^ome satisfaction ; and when you have clearly 
comprebended its contents, 1 have no doubt Mr. Wal- 
singham, but you will be in a moralizing humour too^” 
cried Rachel very archly. Marriages and deaths are 
serious contemplations.” 

Iqjiumati Rachel ! why have you coupled them 
together !” cried Adolphus vvitli a much graver air than 
when he first joined his friends ; and taking the letter 
of old Mr. Morrison to the window, sat down most 
attentively to peruse its contents; while every pulse 
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beat with the swelling tide of expectation ; and hope, 
on which he had so oft reposed his care-worn thoughts 
and wishes, presented herself at last, to crown him 
with a never-fading garland of hurtlcss flowers; whose 
thorns could not oflend or destroy the fond illusion. 
In short, Adolphus had no sooner got to the name of 
lady Theodora Percy, than there his trembling hand 
refused its office; his eyes swam in tears; his fine cora- 
plection glowed with bright and crimson hues; and, 
in a voice agitated and tremulous, he intreated Leo- 
nard Morrison to finish the contents of liLs father’s 
welcome oj)istle. 

Certainly cried Leonard, old dad has spared 
neither pen, ink, nor paper. Here’s lots of new^s! 
Come, in the first place, lady Austincourt, your dearly 
beloved aunt, is no more: and your dchrly beloved 
cousin Frederic, he is married; so is Edmund: and 

and and what is this? What a confounded 

roundabout Lold dad has made: do but look Rachel,” 

“ Nonsense Leonard; I am sure it is plain enough 
cried Rachel, almost stifled with laughing, as she 
peeped over her husband's shoulder, at the embar- 
rassment and confusion which poor Adolphus now 
exhibited before them, a child might read it without 
spelling. Come, I will assist you — ^ lady Theodora 
Percy’— there it is as plain as can be written : is it 
^Jot Mr. Walsingliam ?” — And thrusting the letter 
into the hands of the now heartily abashed and con- 
fused Adolphus, Rachel gently puling her arm into that 
nf her husband, they stole out of the room ; leaving 
their surprised and agitated young friend to commuipe 
^ith his own thoughts^ and at liberty to indulge in the 
full measure of his pleasing reflections. 

o3 
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CHAPTER XLV. 


The mariner when secure from the clanger of the 
ocean reviews the land which gave him birth with 
tenfold pleasure, and counts each moment till lie shall 
again behold it an age of pain. Such were the hopes, 
such the wishes, and such the expectations of the 
Orphan Boy on perusing and re-perusing the contents 
of Mr. Morrison’s thrice welcome letter ; not only on 
account of its intelligence, but from the w arm breath- 
ing sentiments which it conveyed. To find himself 
master of a fortune, he so little expected, from the 
goodness and generosity of Miss (irandison, excited 
the deepest sense of gratitude: nor could he sufticiently 
express his obligations to Sir. Morrison ; w hich bound 
him in ties the most sacred to himself and son. 

“ Dear l-iconard !” cried he, while tears, which he 
could no longer restrain, gushed tVoni liis eyes, dear 
Leonard ! to yon and your excellent iatiier am I in- 
debted for the good fortune which now attends me. 
Had your doors been closed against me in the hour of 
distress when 1 first came under your hospitable root*, 
slandered by my enemies and unprotected by those 
relations who should have l>efriended me, what, at this 
moment, would have been the fate of Adolphus Wal- 
singham!” 

On this Mrs. Morrison, who was making breakfast, 
opened her rose-bud lips with a sweet smile, and 
laying her hand oil the shoulder of Adolphus, — 

“ Come Walsingham,’* said she, “ a truce to all 
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sombre reflections. ] f you wish to inspire melancholy, 
let us take another trip to sea with captain Parker ; who, 
by the by, is this evening coining to take his farewell 
visit. The Felix sails to-morrow morning ; and may 
every success crown the voyage of this excellent and 
woHhy man. Hut for my part I am now so rejoiced, 
that 1 protest I will not hear any thing that inclines 
me to he serious for a month to come.” 

In a month to come,” said l^eonard, my sweet- 
est Rachel, yo»i must prepare for a voyage to England: 
what say you my love to another specimen of your 
abilities in the character of little Ben the sailor boy ?” 

Had I th(* same object in pursuit 1 would again 
venture on so hazardous an undertaking;” replied she, 
but at present my character is decidedly fixed.” 

“ 1 'Itimately so, charming Racdiel cried Adolphus, 
and may that character never change: it never can. 
Faithful love binds a rosy wreath around the head 
oven of hoary time : the influence of which may fade 
its bloom, but never destroys its fragrance.” 

“ 1 shall give you one of my best courtesies for that 
pretty spc*ech some other time;” said Mrs. Morrison, 
‘‘ but really Walsingham, though \ou arc everlast- 
ingly talking of love, 1 do not suppose that the little 
blind boy has much to answ^er for on your account, or 
I think the rich Miss Creggy the merchant’s daughter, 
who is certainly a very tine girl, and has set her cap 
at you lately so pointedly, even at the very last assem« 
hly, would have made some impression on your insen- 
sate heart.” 

Madam,” cried Adolphus, had the lady you have 
mentioned the charms of a Medecian Venus I have a 
coat of mail which would effectually shield me from 
their brilliancv.’’ 
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Indeed!” said Mrs. Morrison ivith an arch smile; 
andiivhat sort of coat of mail may that be sir?” 

A faithful heart tnadam,” answered Adolphus, 
already devotedly in the possession of another.” 

1 am satisfied cried Mrs, Morrison, on perceiv- 
ing an expression of surprize, and even disappointment, 
depicted in the countenance of I>?onard, 1 shall ask 
no more questions ; but woman’s curiosity you know 
you remember Tllue- Beard. Mercy on us ! my dear Led, 
how grave you look! Come smile! I hate to see you 
look grave. One would almost imagine that you 
thought Walsingham had fallen in love with your 
wife 

Leonard, on this rally of his lively Raeliel, rocoven?d 
his spirits; l)ut not without softly wliispering, as he 
sat close at her elbow, — 

‘‘ Poor Mary, it is all over with you.” 

Rachel having occasion to leave the room, Adolphus 
anxiously enquired after the health of both his sisters; 
at w^hich he replied, — 

“ Harriet has her usual health and spirits ; but 
Mary, poor Mary, my father informs me, is, lie appre- 
hends, in the first stage of a consumption: and my 
mother is inconsolable at the change w liich has so re- 
cently taken place in her disposition. She is a dear 
lovely amiable girl, and next to my own Rachel, dean^st 

to iny heart is my sister Mary, 1 once thought 

I 1 1 once wished No matter what I 

wished : it is all over with poor Mary ; and so there 
is an end of the business.” 

Shocked and surprised by a communication he so 
little expected, Adolphus experienced a thousand in- 
.describable pangs : and felt for Mary Morrison all 
that a man could feel in his peculiar situation, Hik 
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unbounded obligation to the fattier of the lovely Mary— 
his alfection for Leonard whom he loved as his brother — 
and divested of all this, Ids admiration of the gentle 
virtues of Mary Morrison herself — all tended to one 
point; that of making her an offer of his hand ; 
although lie felt convinced he should resign every hope 
of earthly liappiness, the renunciation of his long 
cherished, strong, secret, though ardent, love for lady 
Theodora IVrcy. But honor and a grateful sense of 
kindness and benefits received from the Morrison 
family were too inherent in the disposition of our 
()r|)han Hoy to be easily eradicated; and these just and 
exalted sentiments so well appreciated would never 
suffer him to yield for a moment to any selfish con- 
siderations of his ow n interest or personnil gratification. 
But candour being a brief point in a case like this, 
Adolphus instantly disclose^d the nature of his feelings 
to Leonard, and concluded by declaring that, after 
wiiat he had informed him, if he thought his hand 
worth) of the acceptance of his sister that hand was 
hers. 

And have these been the rellertions of my friend 
since yesterday evening inquired Leonard, gazing 
with increased satisfaction and admiration on the fine 
ingenuous and expressive countenance of Adolphus, 
who instantly replied,— 

‘"A man of honor should do nothing unworthy of 
himself how ever removed from the eyes of the world, 
and with no other witness but himself of his own 
actions, I have reflected on the merits of the lovely 
Mary, and lament indeed that I have no heart to 
bestow on an object every way so worthy of the ten- 
dcrest attachment ; candour, honor, obliges me to 
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make this confession ; but I have still a hand, a fortune, 
at my disposal : — they are Mary*s. I beseech you 
Leonard to offer them to the lovely girl, and spare 
her delicacy and feelings from experiencing any further 
uneasiness on iny account.” 

Leonard Morrison was wholly overcome. He grasp- 
ed the hand of his generous young friend. For a few 
moments he was unable to recover himself, and burst 
into tears ; while at length he articulated, — 

u W hat ! save my sister and sacriiice my friend ! 
No, Walsiiigham ; this is a point on which man must 
speak for man ; and 1 candidly confess that, I would 
not have given up my Rachel to have saved a thousand 
sisters. No, Walsingham, friendship does not re- 
quire such a v^acrifice; they are unnatural, and good 
can never result from such. Yet do I applaud, do I 
admire, the noble generosity of your character. It 
is the more praiseworthy in these degenerate times, 
when we see men in every station of life calculating 
on interest, ambition, and avarice. Here is my hand ; 
take it. The unexampled proof yu\i have given of 
self-denial for the happiness of a whoh‘ family demands 
a brother’s thanks, and more than ever binds you to 
my heart.” 

Here ended tlie foregoing conversation between 
Leonard and Adolphus ; and from this day the subject 
never w^as resumed. Adolphus had done his duty ; 
but notwithstanding which, lus mind was agitated and 
discomposed. He was impatient for the arrival of his 
uncle’s mandate which was to recall him to his native 
shores. To sum up the whole in one w^ord, he longed 
lo behold lady Theodora ; to throw' himself at her feet; 
declare his unalterable attachment to her; and to know 
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from that lovely creature herself wlietlier lie ha<l ever 
possessed a place in her alFections. 

Meanwhile, it had lon^ been the inloniion of Leo- 
nard Morrison to visit his paternal home ; though 
certainly never finally to desert Scotland; much less 
those generous and amiable friends whose liberal sup- 
port and kind recommendation, had, with the assist- 
ance of his own personal exertions and active industry 
proved the menns of liis amassing a very considerable 
sum ; which, with tlie expectations he had from his 
father, who had now retired from business, promised 
him with a prospect of increasing good fortune for the 
remainder of his days wdth his beloved and lovely 
Hachel. now on the eve of presenting her fond husband 
with the first pledge of their aflection. This event 
was lookc*d forward to with much anxiety and tender 
apprelieiisifui by Leonard; while the lively Rachel 
cheered w ith her smiles any little despondency exhibit- 
ed by her liushand. 

In a few weeks after this greatly anticipated and 
important event liad taken place at Vine Cottage, pre- 
parations were tube made for their return to England, 
to the no small regret of the lovelyeountess of Glenroy, 
who greatly admired the sweet simplicity and unaffect- 
ed ingeniioiisness of Rachel’s character ; nor was 
count Rosalvie less grieved at tlie prospect of a separa- 
tion from his amiable young fiivourite the Orphan Boy. 

Though all were rejoiced on the acquisition of his 
good fortune, and the pleasing expectations which 
awaited him, the countess with a sweet smile would, 
however, while expressing her regrets with those of 
count Rosalvie and captain Montreville at tlie ap- 
proaching departure of their young companions, ex- 
claim with the most touching and beautiful expression : 
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What selfish creatures we all are; we are lament- 
ing the departure of our young companions and 
friends, though assured that if they remained longer 
in Scotland it would be a source of great disap- 
pointment, hay, of affliction probably, to those far 
distant objects by whom they w'ere so deservedly 
beloved and respected. Sir Mildred Austiiicourt, 
your worthy uncle, for instance, Mr. Walsingham, 
will most anxiously anticipate the happiness of be- 
holding you.” 

Captain Montreville smiled, imagining that he 
could perceive on the flushed countenance of Adol- 
phus a disappointed feeling that no mention w as made 
of any one else beside his uncle who would be glad 
to hail and welcome his return to England, and deter- 
mined that he would be fully gratified in this particular, 
he exclaimed — 

Evadne, y<»ur memory is treacherous, my dear 
love." 

To which the countess with some surprise replied — 

“ How Henry 

The captain immediately answered — 

‘‘ Because, my dear, you have left out a very parti- 
cular and distinguished personage in the list of Mr. 
Walsinghanrs most attached friends.” . 

A very fair one too, 1 should imagine,” cried 
count Rosalvie. 

And though last, not least loved, I should sus- 
pect,” cried the captain, lady Theodora Percy is a 
very pretty name, is not it, Mr, Walsingham ?” 

The cheeks of Adolphus now flushed a deeper red ; 
his heart palpitated at the mention of this dear, this 
favourite, this beloved, and to him sacred name ; and 
the evident embarrassment he betrayed excited a little 
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pleasant raillery towards him, in which the lovely 
countess bore the smallest part ; occasionally remind- 
ing her husband with one of her enchanting smiles, 
that he liad forgotten the time when the little blind 
boy had been as mischievous and played as many 
pranks witli him. 

On this remark the captain very gallantly replied — 
True my angel, 1 always endeavour to forget 
when the urchin was encumbered with thorns ; but 
now that he sleeps secure on balmy roses, would you 
yet have me remember ? dearest Evadiie, I can- 

not do that ; w hile I jovously pronounce to all my 
surrounding friends, look on me, I am Benedict, not 
only the Married, but the Happy Man.’" 

A compliment is doubly valued by tffe manner in 
which it is pronounced ; as gifts are always more pre- 
cious l)y the esteem in which they are bestowed. So 
was that rendered now doubly welcome to the beau- 
tiful countess, when conscious tliat affection alone 
dictated it from the lips of her adoring husband* 

The ensuing morning was destined to behold that 
which occasioned the most joyful congratulation to 
their young friend Adolphus — the so much expected 
and pleasing mandate having at length arrived from 
Austincourt Priory to re-call him once more to the 
paternal roof of his uncle : that roof he bad quitted 
under auspices the most gloomy and unfavorable, and 
with prospects the most cheerless' — that roof firom 
which he had been exiled by the stern commands of 
the relative he most loved, and the protector of his 
youthful days — he was now about to return to, with 
the forgiveness and blessing of that dear relative, and 
accompanied witli fortune*s fairest smiles. But the 

3 r 
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Orphan Boy had yet another blessing to be the com- 
panion of his voyage to his native land, and one of 
which he was more proud than any, an unsullied 
heart ; unspotted integrity ; and the unshaken princi^ 
pies of a just and honest man. These Adolphus 
thought far superior to any acquisition uhich fortune 
had bestowed. This, and this only was the leading 
star which lighted him to the land of his fathers ; and 
which made the bosom’s lord” sit easy on its throne. 
He had fortunately reaped the har\'ost of all his indus- 
try ; and the test of innocence was his own. 

The letter he had received from the Priory was 
written in a hand he had never seen before; and the 
heart of Adolphus fluttered as he broke the seal: the 
contents ran thus — 

Adolphus Walsingham is earnestly intreated, and 
affectionately implored, by the commands of a fond 
uncle, to return to his native country. That uncle is 
now confined by indisposition to a sick bed, and lan- 
guishes to behold his nephew. If this consideration 
has no avail, the writer informs Mr. Walsingham, 
that the property of the deceased Miss (’ainilla Gran- 
dison, has, by that lady’s last will and testament, 
become his. He is therefore strictly enjoined, on the 
receipt of this letter, speedily to forward the w ishes ol' 
Sir Mildred Austincourt by presenting himself as the 
lawful and acknowledged heir of all sucli property 
bequeathed to him ; and to hasten to the arms of an 
affectionate uncle who is impatient to behold him.” 

No signature being signed to this, although written 
in an elegant female hand, Adolphus concluded it to 
te the hand-writing of lady Theodora ; and from that 
moment he made such arrangements in his little iner* 
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canlile affairs, as to be ready to depart with Mr. and 
Mrs. Morrison at the earliest opportunity ; which was 
accordingly effected in the course of nine weeks. 
During that period, Rachel presented to the arms of 
her enraptured husband a fine little boy; which was 
christened l>y the names of Henry Rosalvie at the 
united request of the count and captain Moiitreville; 
the lovely countess herself condescending, to the iin- 
spc'ukable delight of Mrs. Morrison, to become god- 
iiiotficr to the li(tlt‘ stranger. 

A most aflecting separation took place between 
Kvadne aiul Rachel after promising that a regular 
corrospon(leiKt‘ should be established between them. 
Nor were the adieus less ardent or sincere on the part 
of the male friends than those of the softer sex. The 
tears of the grateful Orphan Boy and LSonard Morri- 
son fell on (lie hands of their benefactors as they 
jumped into the l)oat which was to convey them to 
the ship that was destined to transport them from that 
friendly and hospitable land, in w hich they had so long 
been protected and blest wdth the w^arm smiles of 
Scottish benevolence. Nor did Rachel once again lose 
siglit of her native country without shedding a torrent 
of tears. The lovely countess waving her snowy hand 
as they caught a last glimpse of her light and elegant 
figure as she reclined pensively on the arm of the 
brave and generous Montreville, while her veteran 
father loudly and affectionately responded the friendly 
adieus, w'ere objects not easily to be forgotten in the 
memory of the three friends; and when Duncan Camp- 
bell, who had accompanied them on board the vessel, 
^came in his turn to bid them farewell, Adolphus and 
Leonard felt the full force of genuine sensibility, even 
though coarsely or vulgarly expressed. — 
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God be wi ye,” exclaimed Duncan as he wrung 
the hand of Mrs. Morrison with peculiar energy, and 
may the bonnie bairne ye hae gotten i’ the land o’ the 
bannocks and barley meal nae be the last ye sail get 
when ye come o’er the tweed again. There’s nae luck 
about the house wlien there’s nae bairnes ye ken. 
Ye’ll mind that when yc’Il be mony a mile distant fra 
Duncan Campbell.” 

With these words Duncan again repeated a Scotch- 
man’s blessing, god be wi ye,” departed. The 
travellers now set sail for the shores of Albion ; expe- 
riencing no difficulties on the progress of their voyage 
but the incessant calms which prolonged it. At length 
arriving in the Thames they yielded to the pleasing 
impressions of beholding old friends but not with new 
faces. Leonard could not help thinking of old dad, 
his sisters, and of his mother on whom he doated ; and 
Adolphus thought of his uncle and the divine lady 
Theodora^ Percy. Neither had he forgotten his cousin 
Edmund Austincourt, whom he still affectionately 
loved, and was impatient and anxious to embrace and 
congratulate on his union with tlie lovely Julia Mont- 
gomery. As to Rachel, she was now a mother, and 
actually had no thiiught but for her infant boy little 
Rosalvie ! who, nestled in her arms, slept in happy 
unconsciousness, even of the care which was bestowed 
on him by his fond and lovely mother. 

When they left the ship, Adolphus consulted with 
Leotiard what plan he should adopt. 

Shall I,” said he, “ instantly depart for Austincourt 
Priory, or accompany you down to St. Alban’s?” 

To which Leonard immediately replied,-— 

1 am aware of your delicacy my dear friend, and 
respect it, but ray father will never forgive me if I do 
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not take you home for a day or two at least, that 1 am 
pretty certain of ; and I know you would not lildi to 
offend iny fiither.” 

Offend your father exclaimed Adolphus, No, 
Leonard, you have guessed rightly ; 1 would perish 
sooner than intentionally wound the feelings of my 
benefactor.” 

“ Nay Dolphy,” cried Leonard, you have taken it 
in too serious a light ; I do not believe you would do 
either. I well know that you was thinking of” 

“ Your sister Mary.” quickly answered Adolphus, 
“ 1 would not willingly give that dear girl pain if I 
could in any degree avoid it.” 

She must e’en w^eather out the storm;” cried 
Leonard, but I have little fear. Mary is a sensible 
prudent girl ; and her mind superior tc^ most w^omen 
will reason with, itself. To cherish a hopeless passion 
which can never meet with return would be folly 
indeed. Besides, you will soon be the husband of 
lady Theodora and then” 

I the husband of lady Theodora !” cried Adolphus, 
transported at the thought, Leonard do not talk so 
madl) ; lady Theodora w ill never unite herself wdth 
me.” 

Then she will lead apes in a certain place that 
shall be nameless replied Leonard laughing most 
heartily at the suggestion, and 1 am of opinion that 
the arms of a fine handsome young fellow like you 
would be a devilish deal more preferable ; and so I 
dare say will her ladyship think, take my word for it.” 

The luggage being disposed of in the post chaise, 
they drove off full speed from the city of London, and 
arrived at St. Alban’s late in the evening, when the 
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meeting between Leonard and his family may be 
betfi^' imagined than described. His beloved Rachel 
was also received with such marks of affection, as 
made the eyes of this charming woman overflow with 
genuine sensibility. As to the little Henry Rosalvie, 
he was almost devoured with kisses by his grandfather 
and grandmother: the former however bluntly declar- 
ing that he did not like the name of Rosalvie or Henry 
half so w'ell as his own, — 

‘‘ But it is no matter I suppose,” cried Mr. Morri- 
son, “ w^hat the boy is called since it was to please 
yoiir benefactors. Remember Led tlie next shall be 
to please your father.” 

The old gentleman then surveyed Adolphus. — 

Gad zookers Walsinghain,” cried he, ‘‘ wdiat a 
giant you are grow n ; and there is Led as fat as a por- 
pus. Well w ife let us have a good supper quite snug 
and comfortable; a brace of roast ducks stuffed wdth 
sage and onions, and plenty of gravy.” 

What is become of Mary ?” said Leonard, looking 
anxiously round the room ; and at the mention of her 
name the heart of Adolphus sunk w ithin him ; but he 
was seasonably relieved w'hen Mrs. Morrison informed 
them that she W'as gone for a few days into the coiintr} ; 
then turning to Adolphus, with tears in her eyes, a 
sight he could hardly support— 

Indeed Mr. Walsingham,” cried she, you w ould 
scarce recollect my once blooming Mary were you now 
to see her since her illness. But she is now much 
better; and I hope that god will spare my darling a 
great while longer.” 

At this language of the fond and tender mother’s 
h^rt, Adolphus felt such intolerable anguish that he 
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was obliged to complain of a violent head-aclie to 
apologize for his want of spirits. 

What you have brought your little iavorite back 
again Mr. Walsingham,” said Harriet, caressing 
Sambo with her accustomed kindness.’^ 

Yes madam,'' cried Adolplius, “ and in some 
cases would sooner have parted with my life than with 
this faithful little animal." 

“ 1 should very much like to know whose dog that 
was," cried Mr. Morrison, winking at his son, “ that 
you arc so confoundedly fond of. But I would wager 
'sixpence, nay, 1 will go as far as tenpence, which 
is all 1 can afford, that it belonged to a lady that dined 
with us at the Priory." 

Did she indeed 1" exclaimed Adolphus, quite for- 
getting himself, did lady Theodora indeed dine with 
you at my uncle’s !" 

On his saying this, they all laughed so heartily at 
his expence, that he began to fancy himself very ridi- 
culous ; and thus ended the conversation. 

After staying a day or two with this most amiable 
family he departed; promising that he would write to 
them a full and particular account of all his proceedings 
when he arrived at the priory and his mind was more 
tranquillized. 



488 


THK ORPHAN BOY, OR 


CHAPTER XLVl. 


On stopping to change horses at the first inn on the 
road, Adolphus observed numbers of country people of 
the most respectable appearance flocking to the adja- 
cent village, known by the name of Pennington, and 
through which he necessarily had to pass, being on the 
road to Austincourt Priory* 

Can you inform me,’^ cried he to the master of the 
inn, if there is a public fair held this day at any of 
the neighbouring villages 

Yes, sir, ’V replied he, there is something public, 
but very different from a fair, at which people go to 
laugh, here they will go to cry: I warrant there will 
not be a dry eye to be seen in the whole village.” 

Then it is the funeral of some person whose loss 
is greatly lamented observed Adolphus. 

Greatly indeed!” replied the innkeeper, I shall 
never live to see her fellow in these parts. She fed 
the hungry, clothed the naked, and was a blessing to 
all the poor both far and near. But her funeral is 
over : she died in child-bed this day three weeks ; and 
her tender lamb is gone with her. She was buried the 
week following; and this day there is a funeral sermon 
to be preached at Pennington by our worthy rector 
himself, who was her husband. And this lady was so 
beloved, I say again, there will not be a dry eye to be 
seen in the whole church.” 

Have the goodness to tell me the name of your 
i^ector,” cried Adolphus. 
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Austincourt replied the innkeeper, Mr. Ed* 
nnind Austincourt, the youngest ton of Sir Mildred 
Austincourt, of Aust incourt Priory.” 

At tliese words Adolphus fell back in the chaise 
almost deprived of the power of articulation, till a 
dood of tears came seasonably to his relief. 

Poor Edmund/’ cried he, it is then the spirit of 
thy gentle Julia that has fled to heaven and left thee 
so deeply to deplore lier loss t Brother of my heart! 
companion of ray early days ! in what a moment of 
affliction shall wc meet T* 

He then desired the postillion to drive on, scarcely 
knowing what he did, or seeing any object on the road 
tilllhey reached Pennington, when he suddenly formed 
the resolution of disguising’liimself rjs much as he 
possibly could in order that he might be present at so 
aw ful and sacred a ceremony ; and that he might 
behold with what fortitude a Christian and a man 
bends to the rod that chastizes liim. 

I will go cried Adolphus, and in an obscure 
corner of the church listen to the voice of my beloved 
Edmund ; and though unseen, I will be a mourner in 
the truest sense, for niy sorrows will be private.” 

With this determination he desired the postillion to 
stop at the first inn, and there to take off his luggagi 
and wait for his return; just slightly observing that 
it was his intention to go and hear the funeral sermon 
which was to be preached in the village* Accordingly, 
wrapping himself in a large great coat, he proceeded 
to the church porch, where numbei*s had already M* 
sembled to aw'ait the opening of the doors* The 
young and the old; the sickly and the infirm: while 
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the moornful sound of the church bell announced the 
epf^roaeli of their rector. 

At length he advanced with a firm and steady step; 
his hands folded on his breast ; and his eyes meekly 
niised towards heaven. Adolphus directed one look 
towards him ; but it was enough! — his heart acknow- 
ledged his beloved cousin. Every nerve trembled — 
every pulse beat convulsively and at tlie moment 
that Ednuind slpwly advanced to the pulpit he could 
have knelt at his feet and worshipped him. 

Adolphus obtained a seat, where, if his emotions 
got the better of him, he could neither be seen nor 
heard. But he found it impossible to restrain his 
feelings when Edmund, opening the first page of his 
book, commen^^ed with the following words : — 

0 God! miio, wlann all hearts are opvn^ all desires 
hiOiOa^ and from whom no secrets are hidden 

These were the words of Sir MildredAustincourt in 
his last interview with Adolphus ; and the remembrance 
of that agonizing scene rushed so forcil>ly on his recol- 
lection, that unable to controul hir' feelings, he sobbed 
aloud, which drew the attention of all eyes to the spot 
from whence it proceeded? and amongst others, the 
eyes of a female, who, like himself, appeared to shun 
the public gaze as much as possible. She w as of a 
light and elegant form, the little that could be dis- 
cerned of her, and habited in the deepest mourning. 
But not a feature of her face was visible; a thick im- 
pervious veil being thrown over a close bonnet, which 
completely answered the purpose for which it was 
designed. 

The voice of Edmund was weak and tremulous at 
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the beginning of the sermon, but grew manly and firm 
at its conclusion. He endeavoured to impress on the 
minds of his auditors that meek submission to the will 
<»f the most high even when sinking under a load of 
worldly calamity which w^as so truly amplified in him- 
self ; and when he ceased, the divine truths he had 
c()nvcyed, and the affecting pathos of his voice, so 
melted every heart to reverence and to praise, that, if 
any indeed had been tempted to come there to “ sc6ff’* 
they must have remained to pray.” And as the 
congregation slowly departed from the place of worship 
they bowed their heads with religions enthusiasm 
(owards their beloved rector, almost regarding him as 
II tutelary saiiit. 

Adolphus ohsorved the lady in mourning follow^ at a 
distance the steps of his l)elove(l consyi ; he saw her 
enter his house : his curiosity w as on the rack ; a strange 
fluttering seized his lieart ; he knocked at the door; 
and it was opened, not l)y a servant, but by the lady 
lierself. Not once looking at him she hastily said, — 

“ Mr. Austincoiirt sir is too much indisposed to sec 
company at present. Have the goodness to leave your 
business and 1 will report it to him.” 

Adolplius could support silence no longer. 

Not see me !” uttered he^ will then iny once ten- 
derly beloved Kdiiuind refuse admittance to Adolphus 
Walsiiigham ?” 

The surprise which instantly took possession of the 
lovely features of Miss Isabella jMontgomery (for it 
was her who now stood before Adolphus) may bo 
better imagined than descril>ed, — 

Adolphus Walsingham,” exclaimed she, Oh ! 
how fortunate is the moment of your arrival here ; 
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how consolatory to the feelings of a yet agoni2Sed and 
doating husband will be your presence to Our poor suf- 
fering Edmund, who has lost at one heavy stroke of 
aiBiction both wife and child. Our poor Julia/' here 
the tears of MissMontgomery were not restrained ; they 
fell fast over her lovely face, nor were the feOlings of 
Adolphus less visibly affected. At length afler an effort 
to recover herself Miss Montgomery continued: — It 
is wrong Mr.Walsingham, I am sensibly aware that it 
is wrong still to indulge in emotions which so power- 
fully affect me; for Julia was an angel while she yet 
lived to bless us, and has only rejoined her kindred spi- 
rits which are in heaven; to whose unerring w'isdoin we 
must submit. Of course you were informed by your 
uncle Sir Mildred Austincourt of the marriage of your 
cousin Edmuud^ witli my sister Mr. Walsingham ; were 
you not ?” 

Adolphus replied, that the intelligence had reached 
him through ti letter of Mr. Morrison written to his 
son ; and that the communication then afforded him 
the most heartfelt joy; long having suspected the 
attachment which subsisted between his beloved Ed- 
mund and the amiable Julia, whom, he fondly antici- 
pated to behold as the wife of a relative, tow^ards whom 
his heart had ever iKjat with the most unchanged affec- 
tion, confidence, and esteem, convinced that, even 
when accused and driven an exiled wanderer from the 
sheltering roof of his uncle, Edmund only was un- 
shaken in his principles towards him.'’ 

To which Miss Montgomery replied as she conduct- 
ed Adolphus into an adjoining apartment,-— 

‘‘Ah ! how well, and how justly have you appreciated 
the worth of your cousin, in the supposition that his 
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seiiiiiuents could never change towards you« Believe 
nu', no : when you were most wronged and vilely tra^ 
duced and slandered by that ungrateful viper and his 
mother, Frederic and lady Austincourt; when they 
would so often exclaim against you to the too credulous 
ear of Sir Mildred, how frequently have I beard Ed-, 
mund warm in your praise ; nay, he has boldly asserted 
your innocence in a manner that has intiiaidatcd both 
the mother and the son, and sent them in shame and 
confusion from tlie presence of Sir Mildred Austin- 
court, Poor Julia loo, she was your advocate Mr. 
Walsinghani, and honored with the friendship and 
confidence of lady Theodora Percy, the most unre- 
served conversations used to pass between them on 
the subject of year misfortunes and supposed disgrace j 
in which the latter always appeared to take a deep 
and extraordinary interest,” 

At the mention of lady Theodora, Adolphus ex- 
hibited his usual marks ofembarrassmemtand agitation, 
which was not unnoticed by Miss Montgomery, as he 
exclaimed in a faultering accent, — . 

And yet madam, I have the misfortune to recollect 
with the most anguished sense of mortification and 
regret that lady Theodora once thought me guilfy of a 
crime the most odious and disgraceful to the character 
of man. Ah ! how do 1 know that she does not even 
now think me culpable in the seduction and disgrace 
of Fanny Roseberry !” — 

And feeling the most resistless curiosity, as as 
anxiety, at once to learn tlie true state of lady Tfaeo- 
din*a"s sentiments iow^ards him, Adolphus suddenly 
and emphatically pronounced,— 

Oh Miss Montgomery! if 1 am again doubted— 
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again suspectcd—and by lady Theodora, farewell every 
liope of happiness with Adolphus Walsingham.*’ 

Miss Montgomery beheld the agitation of AdolpluLs 
with astonishment not unmixed with concern ; but 
whether from a cause of necessity, or inclination, re- 
mained silent. Not a sentence escaped her lips till 
the entrance of Mr. Edmund Austincoiirt, who was 
apprised of the arrival of his cousin, and in whose 
arms be was presently fast locked, and w^elcomcd with 
the most undisguised affcctioii. 

My father,” cried Edmund, assured me that you 
vrere either going to embark, or had embarked for 
England; but bow litric did I flatter myself iiiy dear 
Adolphus with the expectation that your first visit 
would be paid to me. Alas ! did you know how greatly 
Island in need of the consolation of a friend! — but 
Isabella has told you all — tlie sympathising glance of 
that well-known countenance already assures me that 1 
have nothing to inform you of.” 

I know the full measure of your grief my beloved 
Edmund,” cried Adolphus, and (hough it is utterly 
vain to ofler you consolation on such a subject, yet, I 
trust that iny presence here will not w holly be una- 
vailing.” 

The most unreserved andaflecling conversation now 
passed between the twro long attached friends and 
affectionate cousins; in which Adolphus disclosed the 
whole of his history since he had quitted Austincouri 
Prior^down to the present period ; of the changed and 
happy prospects in his affairs. Nor did he forget to 
entertain his cousin w'ith a warm and animated de- 
scription of his Caledonian friends and benefactors; 
adding, that bcoiland w as one of the finest countries 
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ill the world ; the natives of which had left an impres* 
sioii on his mind not easily to be eradicated. For 
who indeed that has overcome the danglers of aperilotift 
voyage, and been sheltered in a hospitable land with 
the welcome smile of a brother and a Christian can 
iingratefuHy pronounce that the brave honest Scots 
lire not as worthy imitation as any of God’s creatures. 
Believe me Edmund, there is not a nation which I so 
greatly respect and admire; nor a race of men whose 
characters I so highly venerate as the generous High* 
landers.” 

“ Amongst wliom it is probable that you may have 
encountered some of the ancient descendants of the 
fiiiUMl an d celebrated Rob Roy;” cried Edmund 
smiling but by no means ill-naturedly. • 

While Adolphus almost immediately replied,— 

1 do not aver that I did not; but had you listened 
like me to the many affecting stories related of poor 
Rob and his unfortunate family when driven to despe^ 
ration by the outrage which was committed on their 
property, you would not be surprised that I did not 
share in the invectives so liberally bestowed on the 
luckless freebooter ; particularly w hen I reflected that 
in my ow n country we had Rob Roys too, who, if they 
did not seek our property, at least gave us but little 
power or chance of protecting it.” 

The late melancholy event which had so recently 
taken place in the domestic happiness of Edmund next 
liecame a topic of serious and most affecting conver- 
sation between tlie two friends ; and after a pause, in 
which both endeavoured to rc'cover their self-posses- 
J^ion into something like settled composure, Edmund 
exclaimed, — 
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. I am r^sig^ned! yes Adolphus, I am now 

'f^erfally resigned to the will of heaven ; who, in 
tahilig an angel from me, has not left me without con« 
eolation ; I have a blest aBsurance that we shall meet 
again where death nor suffering never more can divide 
ns. For has not my Julia met the full reward of all 
.her merited virtues. She was a crown of glory to her 
J^ushand ; and has now obtained a heavenly one from 
her eternal father. Her exemplary goodness ; her 
chaste tenderness ; and her gentle purity of heart and 
simplicity of manners were indeed too lovely not to 
be deplored that they are no longer per mi tied to he 
placed in our living sight. But do they not live 
in my soul ? — is not Julia still present? — does she not 
hover over m? , in my dreams and when I awake 
from sweet refreshing slumbers, do 1 not pronounce 
her name still with the fond extacy of a doating lius- 
hand? — has not my soul been conversing? — and do I 
not softly murraer, ‘ Julia is no longer dead: a short 
apace and I fehall heboid her — This, all this, my 
beloved Adolphus whispers peace and consolation to 
your afflicted Edmund/’ 

The voice of Eklinund, as he uttered this, was soften- 
©d into melody ; and though his mild blue eyes yet 
Bwam in tears as they glanced at a full'-length portrait 
of his lovely wife which was placed in a conspicuous 
part of the apartment, lie had regained his composure 
at the entrance of Miss Montgomery, who led the way 
to ait ©legant saloon prepared with refreshment ; of 
which she intreated Adolphus to partake, and observ- 
ing with a .smile that, she hoped lie M-ould not think 
of setting out for Austincourt Priory so soon as he had 
vUt first iuteiulod. but favor them with a longer visit for 



THE TEST OF INNOCENCE. 


497 


the sake of poor Edmund; on whose depressed gpirits 
lie had already wrought a miracle ; and indeed f do not 
know any human being now,’’ added Miss Montgo- 
mery with a gentle sigh, who possesses so powerful 
an influence over his feelings : since the death rof my 
beloved sister I have not seen him so tranquil and 
composed. Would it not be therefore cruel of you 
Mr. Walsingham to leave Edmund again a prey to 
melancholy reflections, when your enlivening pre- 
sence can so certainly dispel them.” 

There was a witching smile which played round the 
mouth of Miss Montgomery as she directed these 
words towards Adolphus, and a blush which had very 
perceptibly spread its roseate hues on her fair cheek, 
as with downcast eyes she awaited his reply ; which, 
was as follows : — ^ 

And can my presence be more enlivening than 
your's, Miss Montgomery?” uttered he. Can any 
man be a prey to gloomy reflections w^hen charming 
w oman, in the form of an administering angel, conde- 
scends to bestow a smile of sympathy to calm his 
SOI row s and soften his cares ? Surely the blest aid of 
w omairs friendship in such an hour must be pr^rable 
to any other ; e^ en though it were indeed shared by 
a brother or relative beloved! Without woman the 
world would be a desert to man my dear Miss Mont- 
gomery ; and I am sure that were Edmund himself 
here he would heartily siil>scribe to my opinion.” 

Miss Montgomery blushed a yet deeper red at a 
compliment so generally, but at the same moment so 
gracefully and warmly expressed ; but why she did 
so we must not be too curious to inquire. It was a 
coiiipliuient not merely directed to herself, but offered 

3 1 ? 
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to the whole of her sex. Why then did the fair Isa- 
bella blush, as with modest diffidence she replied, — 
You overrate the little services I have been able 
to render the husband of niy sister Mr. Walsing^ham, 
with too flattering an eneomium on their merit. Not 
that I deem my own sox wholly unworthy of the favo- 
rable sentiments you have just been pleased to utter 
in their praise ; but as far as relates to myself, 1 can 
only say, that Edmund A ustincourt is deserving otcvory 
attention and kindness that can be shewn towards 
him from Isabella Montgomery, either in the charac- 
ter of a sister, or a friend. But w hen do you really 
purpose to visit the Priory, Mr. Waist ngham 
To which Adolphus answered 

visit the Priory, Miss Montgomery, ought to 
have been my first intention on my arrival iu this 
neighbourhood, A visit indeed is too cold a term to 
be applied to theduty which is immcdiatolv incumbent 
on me in flying to the arms of my uncle, whom I most 
c^erly and anxiously long to behold and embraces 
To him therefore my first duty should have l>een paid. 
Here, however, the attraction has l)ocn great, and my 
inclination almost as powerful. Edmund, the brother 
of my heart, the earliest companion of my youthful 
days!— Edmund in affliction! — Edmund in sorrow, in 
suffering, and not devote a moment to those sorrows 
and those sufferings! — Could 1 Miss Montgomery 
think at such a moment of departing?— Impossible !— 
My heart would have reproached me w ith unkindiiess 
when again under the roof of that father, whose son 
had been the earliest friend of my heart !— Inshort, 1 
w^ould if possible persuade Edmund to bo the com- 
panion of my journey to the Priory.” 
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Miss? Montgomery shook her head, bitt remained 
silent. At length Adolphus exclaimed, — 

“ You look doubtingfly, Miss Montgomery! Are 
you then of opinion that Edmund would reject my 
wishes 

I am certainly but of one opinion, Mr. Walskig- 
ham,’’ answered Miss Montgoinery, which is, that 
he won’t with you to Sir Mildred’s.” 

You surprise me, Miss Mon tt^omery!” cried Adol- 
phus. “ What objection can Edmund possibly have to 
to his father’s ?” 

I do not know that 1 should be permitted to tell 
you were Edniuiul himself to be apprised of my inten- 
tions,” said Miss Montgoiiiery ; ^M)ut Jis I mean to 
speak tlie truth always, without havings permission 
from any body at all, 1 see no gime in telling: 
you what you must soon be informed of, that Ed- 
niuiurs objection is, though a very fair one, centred 

in one object, and that object is” 

Whom ?” impatiently dcnuinded Adolphus. 

“ Lady Theodora Percy !” immediately replied 
Miss Montgomery ; and Adolphus became suddenly 
transfixed with amazement; turnings at the same mo- 
ment as pale as ashes. He feulteringly inquired, why 
lady Theodora Percy had become an object of im- 
portance to Edmund Aiistincourt ; when, to the still 
greater astonishment and surprise of Adolphus, Miss 
Montgomery, without the smallest hesitation, made 
the following reply. 

Because Mr. Walsingham, lady Theodora Percy 
has long been an object of Edmund Austincourt’s dis- 
pleasure,” cried Miss Montgomery with increased 
warmth and energy ; and here comes Edmund Aus- 
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tincourt himself to prove the truth of my assertion. 
Here comes the grand sultan to reveal the secrets of 
the blue chamber, of which he alone keeps the key of 
mystery, and I leave you together to solve it if you 
can.” 

And, at the moment that Miss Montgomery made 
her exit at one door Edmund made his entrance 
at another; when the following explcuuition took 
place between them. 


CHAPTER XLVll. 


On the countenance of Edmund Auslincourt there 
did not appear the slightc^st embarrassment or confu- 
sion; but his fine features exhibited as usual the index 
of a pure and benevolent mind, and the mildest dis- 
position; while that of Adolphus now betrayed an 
alarming and violent emotion which he could not 
conceal; for it was a symptom which too strongly 
expressed both love and jealousy; and which being 
perceived by Edmund, he exclaimed, though with a 
calm and placid smile, — 

“ Isabella, 1 perceive, with whom you have had a 
long conference, has, it is probable, been conveying 
to you some unpleasing information respecting a little 
disagreement which at present subsists between me 
and lady Theodora Percy. But do not let this cir- 
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cumsiancc occasion you the slightest uneasiness my 
dear Adolphus, it is a mere childish quarrel on her 
ladyship's part ; while on mine, 1 candidly own it ori- 
ginated in the purest sentiment of friendship and un- 
affected zeal towards her. In one word, — 1 became a 
mentor to lady Theodora ; in which capacity' iny ser- 
vices were rejected, if not wholly condemnc^d, laughed 
at, and dtspised; since which period I have unfortu- 
nately become the object of her ladyship’s displeasure, 
while she only remains the object of my concern, niy 
|)ity, and my compassion.” 

Lady Theodora the object of your pity, of your 
vi>in passion, your concern ! Y on speak strangely, Ed- 
mund, and in strong terms!” exclaimed Adolphus. 

To which Edmund coolly replied, — 

^*1 speak truly Adolphus; and as tV) my terms, 
there never were more appropriate ones to the subject 
in (juestion.” 

I think not if lh(»y relate to that lovely incom- 
parable creature!” cried Adolphus, betraying great 
warmth and energy; at which Edmund only smiled, 
while in a more serious tone he uttered, — 

Yes, lady Theodora is certainly the object of my 
ujiK’ern, of iny compassion ; 1 would that she were 
not equally so of my displeasure. She is the object of 
niy concern, because 1 fear she is acting inconsistent 
with her own happiness; and 1 compassionate her 
>outhful inexperience which will ultimately expose 
h(‘r to error, nay, to censure before she is aw are of it ; 
nnd if I also once more repeat that, under existing 
circumstances, she has excited my displeasure, you 
will not wonder at it?” 

With these words Edmund sat down very calmly in 
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a seat opposite to that of Adolphus, who exhibited 
the iwoet powerful syinptoBis of agitation aud curi<* 
osity, at the same nxoment that he grasped the hand 
of Edmund and exclaimed, — 

Oh I torture me not thus dearest Edaiund ! 1 love 
lady Theodora beyond the })ower of language to ex- 
press! I have always thought lady Theodora an 
angel! Speak at once and ease these racking ap- 
prehensions — these cruel doubts ; a bare suspicion of 
which would hurry me to desperatio>ii<andto madness ! 
Say, then, is lady Theodora unworthy of the lo ve 1 
bear her? — Has she fcdlen beneath my esteem ? — In 
what has she acted as to demand thy ceitsure, and call 
forth thy displeasure ? She, so pure, so spotless that 
angels looked not fairer in the eye of heaven than 
was the young, the lovely Theodora! Speak then, 
Edmund^ tell me all you know of Tlieodora ! Is 
she not the samt^ I ever knew ? 

Yes,” cried Edmund, when you are less undt^r 
the influence of a certain planet which shall be name- 
less 1 will tell you all ; but truly iny good cousin you 
are now in the skies, from wliichyou must imineiUately 
descend, and listen to plain reason and plain scuise. 
To a round unvarnished tale, in which, ! trust 1 shall 
^ nothing extenuate, nor ought set down in malice.' 
Come, let us see how well you will behave during its 
narration,” 

Oh, Edmund ! I intreat you to pardon my hasty 
£tnd inconsiderate warmth,” immediately replu^d tlie 
agitated Adolph us« I know you will forgive me; 
you are all goodness !” 

Edmund smiled ; stretched forth his band towards 
Adolphus ; ajid, after a pause, addressed his anxious 
and impatient cousin in the following manner. 
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Thfit lady Theodora Percy is still as pure and 
spotless as you ever thought her under the roof of 
Austiiicourt Priory as she is now in her own mansion 
where she is the sole mistress I do not presume to en- 
tertain the least suspicion. ,Nay, on my honour, on 
my soul, I think lady Theodora still as pure, as spot- 
loss as cverl But mark me Adolphus ! — I think lady 
Theodora at the samt^ instant thoughtless, incon- 
siderate, and rash ; and consequently too tenacious of 
taking advice and following the instructions of those 
who would be willing to point out to her the dangers 
of credulity and inexp<?rience. Bui 1 w ill no longer 
keep you in 8us|>ence: I perceive you are now suflt^r- 
ing more? than you ought, for an object, who, perhaj^s, 
would not thunk jou, after all, for your pains, w^re 
she even at this moment to witness your disquietude: 
blit to proceed. — “ 

Lady Thwdora Percy at the demise of her father 
of course became the heiressof the w hole of the earl’s 
splendid jiossessions, his lordship having no other 
child. Previous to which she was summoned by the 
iiiiiiu^diate and express command of that father to 
Italy, a few months before he terminated his mortal 
existence. You cannot have forgotten count Molini, 
that dark and mysterious foreigner. Yoiiinayreinem- 
lK»rhini w henat Austincoiirt Priory ; and that he then 
had been chosen by the earl of Percy, of whom he was 
a confidential and intimate friend, as the guardian and 
protector of his youthful daughter, while conveying 
her to the shores of England, and placing her under 
the protection of my mother. Well, the count cer- 
tainly discharged his trust ; but you may also remem- 
ber the almost unconquerable dislike, not to say 
aversion which Theodora, child as she then w as, ever 



504 


THE ORPHAN HOY, OR 


evinced towards this count Molini. You know he did 
not long protract his stay in England; and that at his 
departure the little Theodora could scarcely be pre- 
vailed on by my mother to bid him farewell.” — 

“ Oh! too surely, 1 remember it well,” cried Adol- 
phus. 

And Edmund, lowering the tone of his voice almost 
to a whisper, resumed his conversation in the follow- 
ing manner. 

N ot withstanding the circumstance to which 1 have 
just alluded, this count Molini was again the chosen 
ambassador of lord Percy to conduct his daughter into 
Italy. He came express for lady Theodora to attend 
her father who believed himself to be in the last stage 
of a dangerous disease ; and, at this period, Adolphus, 
my own mother, lady Austincourt, was at the point 
of death. My brother having married a few months 
previous to this e\ent, was of course absent with his 
bride in the gay metropolis. I alone remained w itii 
my father at the bedside of my expiring mother, w ith 
the exception of lady Theodora Percy; and in this 
critical moment count Molini arrived at Austincourt 
Priory, with the expressmandateorimmediately con- 
veying lady Theodora to Italy. In vain my fatlier 
urged a few days preparation ; but neither the intri‘a- 
ties of Sir INIildred, nor the sup|)1ications of my then 
dying parent, had any avail with count Mcdini. Lady 
Theodora had only time to snatch a last embrace (»f 
the expiring lady Austincourt, who, as I was present 
at the affecting interview, pronouncc‘d, as she wrung 
the trembling hand of Theodora, the following mys- 
terious and never-to-be-forgotten words; which, at 
this moment, thrills through iiiy recollection : — 
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^ You have sworn a dreadful oath Theodora to 
me it is sworn and to heaven. You have ‘• worn eter- 
nally to jH’otect and never to abuiuioii the’ 

My mother’s voice died away in broken hollow 
murmui*s as she fiiiislied the sentence to me wholly 
iiiiintelU^'ible. 1 could only catch the faint reply 
made to her by the weeping Theodora as she quitted 
the dying sufferer, which w^as, — 

‘‘ ^ May 1 forfeit heaven’s sacred sanctuary when I 

forget, madam, the nature of my oath to you and’ 

Lady Theodora paused; cast her eyes fearfully 
round llu' ajiartinent ; perceived me; and for the few 
minutes that she afterw'ards remained at the bedside of 
lady Austincourt preserved the most impenetrable 
and awful silence. She was about to depart perhaps 
for ever— I fixed my eyes on her jouthful and inno- 
cent countenance — and, oh! Adolphus, I could not 
resist the impulse of the most compassionate interest 
towards her. If she has been unwarily led into error, 
thought 1, is it not the duty of iny sjicred function to 
warn her of her danger, and to snatch her, if it be not 
yet too late, from the incautious promise she has given 
of keeping a rash, an inconsiderate, and perhaps a fatal 
and imprudent oath ! And I caught hold of her trem- 
bling hand, in an agitation not to be described, as she 
was leaving the chamber of lady Austincourt to enter 
the travelling carriage of the impatient count Molini, — 
^ Stay yet a uioinent lady Theodora !’ exclaimed 
1, ^ stay and hear me ! If you have sworn an inpru- 
dent oath, for the love of heaven, leave not my mother 
in the supposition that you will perform it. Instantly 
revoke it rash girl while means are in your power: a 
moment longer and the opportunity will be lost for ever!* 

3 s 
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Never Adolphus shall I forget the firm, undaunt* 
ed, and peculiar manner in which, at this moment, she 
addressed me ; nor the proud disdain she threw into 
her countenance as, waving her hand, she bade me 
instantly to depart : — 

* And think you so meanly of Theodora Mr. Ed- 
mund Austincoui-t/ cried she with kindling blushes 
mounting to her cheek, ‘ as to imagine that 1 would 
send up any vow to all-gracious heavt'n that I did not 
mean rigidly to perform. You ought to have known 
me better than to suppose I would ever contract a 
sacred oath, the nature of which I had not judgment to 
learn the right or wrongof. If this is your opinion of 
womankind it is a very poor one: but know sir it is 
not the case with Theodora Percy. The oath I was 
called upon to swear to your dying mother was an im- 
perative one, for it was that of humanity ; nor shall I 
repent of its performance, even though it wTre to sub- 
ject me to the reproach of all mankind. For I feel 
conscious of its purity ; and that it w ill never produce 
on my mind the impressions of compunction or re- 
morse. Thus far I w ish to exculpate myself from your 
ungenerous suspicions Mr. Edmund Austincourt : but 
to the performance of my oath, know, that sooner than 
revoke it, I would myself become n sacrifice : and 
perish than forfeit its allegiance with those to whom it 
is sworn.’ 

^ It is sufficient,’ cried I, somewhat warmly, ^ I 
do not presume to inquire further lady Theodora, ‘ and 
yet I own, for proffered kindness I did not expect to 
meet such an indignant mode of expression : however, 
I pardon you. Your youthful inexperience and ro- 
mantic disposition, though lovely, warm, and generous, 
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made me entertain a thousand tearn witicb, perhaps, 
are groundless. 1 have doubtless no business to pry 
into the secrets of lady Theodora, but I call heaven to 
witness that my motive was friendship, was zeal to- 
wards her; at the same time that I could not divest 
myself of a warning voice, which, in the fatal perforni- 
ance of making rash oaths, but too forcibly reminded 
me of the fate of my poor cousin Adolphus Walsing- 
ham/’ 

The crimson hues which had only a moment before 
BO Iieauti fully painted the cheeks of lady Theodora 
were, at the menti(»n of your name Adolphus, changed 
lo those of tlio palest liily ; a convulsive sigh burst 
from her bosom ; and mournfully ^^he exclaimed” — 

‘‘ ^ Your cousin Adolphus Wnlsingham was my friend, 
he w'EvS also my preserver, and the preserver of Camilla 
Graitdison ; and you do me wrong if you think I have 
forgotten him/ 

With these w^ords the mysterious girl, pronouncing 
a cold farewell, instantly stept into the chaise with 
count Molini. In a few days afterwards Adolphus, 
lady Austincourt breathed her last ; leaving me im- 
pressed still witli a conviction that the oath which she 
extorted from the lips of Theodora was one wrapt up 
in strange and awful mystery, as also inimical to her 
peace, nay, perhaps, to the happiness of her future 
days/ ” 

‘‘ 1 am distracted with the thought,” cried Adol- 
phus, yet, surely, dear Edmund, these are not 
sufficient grounds for prejudice against the lovely 
creature.” 

“ I did not admit that they were so,” answered Ed- 
mund, my opinion of lady Theodora, as being one 
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of tbe most perfect of her g^enfle sex, remained un- 
changed till the period of’' 

Edmund paused. 

“ For heaven’s sake finish your sentence,” exciainied 
Adolphus. What period do you allude to ?” 

Edmund instantly leplitMi. 

‘‘ Till the period ofher return to England. Jt was 
then Adolphus that began painfully to remark a 
change in the disposition and manners of lady I'^Iieo- 
dora so unlike to her former self, that I could attribute 
it to nothing but the force of credulity and improper 
example in the companions she brought over w ith her, 
the count and countess Molini ; to whose dangerous 
society slie had then been for many months exposed. 
It appears that lord Percy did not survive but a very 
short time after the arrival of his daughter in Italy ; 
to whom, with the exception of a few legacies to pri- 
vate individuals, he had bequeathed the whole of his 
splendid property, which, far be it from me to say has 
been iwi'piopcrly bestowed. Lady Theodora has a 
heart flow ing with the milk of human kindness ; and 
her benefactions to the unfortunate have Iwen nume- 
rous and liberal. She is adored in the neighbourliood 
of Austincourt Priory ; while in her mansion she 
resides as the goddess of melting charity. But to the 
immediate point in question ; after which discussion, 
you shall judge w hether or not I have bc^n uniu^cessa- 
rily severe.. 

In the suit of the count and countess Molini there 
was a youthful stranger of so mysterious an appearance 
that, from the habit which he constantly wore, it was 
no easy matter to judge of what quality, or nation, he 
was born ; but his dark complexion, w'hich bordered 
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nearly on the olive, bespoke him to be a Spaniard. 
Nor were his manners, or conversation very likely to 
throw iiuieh lifl^ht on his character or disposition ; he 
was distant and reserved almost to frigidity; and when 
you would suddenly ga7X‘ on him, he would instantly 
turn away and make some slight pretext for imme- 
diately retiring to his apartment ; in which he would 
seclude himself from all othersociety for whole days 
together. In short, he was so singular and extraor- 
dinary a personage, as frequently to excite the obser- 
vation and curiosity of my father: who one morning 
when lady Theodora called to pay her accustomed 
visit at the Priory, demanded, in his usual blunt way 
to know, who the young shy foreigner was; whether 
he was u relative of the count or countess Molini; or 
only a stranger who had accompanied them from 
Italy — 

^ But saving their presence,’ added Sir Mildred, 
tht?y Irad rnncli better have brought ns over a dumb and 
curious animal ; for tliis voung man. this Antonia as they 
call him, is perfectly savage; and by no means of the 
p'easing kind. He never opens his month but when he 
is spoken to ; and shuts it again as soon as he has pro- 
nounced a cold monosyllable. Then he is so shy and 
distant, that if you suddenly encounter him in a w^alk, 
he runs as eagerly from you, as if he w^ere pursued by 
a pack of hounds. But perhaps your ladyship can 
account for the whimsicalities of this strange uncom- 
mon young man ; you of course lady Theodora know 
htin better.” 

‘ It was impossible to express our surprise and as- 
tonishment when we perceived that the countenance 
of lady Theodora had undergone a considerablechange 
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while Sir Mildred had made this inquiry; and in a 
tremulous and suddenly alarmed voice she exclaimed — 

“ Me sir know* Mr. Antonia! indeed you mistake; 
he is the nephew^ of the countess Molini; and that is 
all I precisely know of him. As to his whimsicalities 
or singfularities, I am no further acquaint€*d with them 
than you are.’ 

“ ^ Indeed Thcodojjja/ uttered my father with a too 
visible incredulous smile, ^ I am \ery happy to hear 
you say so ; for, to say truth, 1 have no great predilection 
for the character or principles of your Italian noblesse. 
And very glad to find you are so little intimate w'ith 
the young Antonia, of wiiom, indeed, 1 have not 
received the most pleasing impressions.’ 

^ And yet sir, Antonia is thought most amiable 
in his own country, which is not Italy cried lady 
Theodora. ^Antonia is not an Italian; at least, I 
believe not : though I never thought this circumstance 
worth my inquiry. It is of no consequence to me 
where Antonia was born.’ 

Her ladyship’s carriage having drawn up she arose 
to depart ; but not without leaving an impression on 
the mind both of Sir Mildred and myself which has 
never been effaced.” 

And what impression was that ?” impatiently de- 
manded Adolphus. 

To which Edmund replied. 

That lady Theodora knew more of the young 
Antonia than she chose to reveal ; and which circum- 
stance afterwards was but too clearly verified in the 
following manner. 

Being requested by Sir Mildred one evening to 
call at Heath Cottage to inquire after the healih oi 
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lady Theodora (who had been slightly indispoaed), I 
entered without ceremony^ into the apartments which 
she usually occupied, hut encountered only there her 
attendant Brunette, whom she had brought over with 
her from Italy; and who informing me that her lady 
was much better, directed me to the chambers which 
were appropriated to the use of the count and countess 
Molini and their suit. — 

“ ‘ And if not there Signior,’ uttered she, I dare 
say you will find her and Mr. Antonia in the nursery 
with little Frances. My mistress is alw'ays there 
when she can spare a moment’s time ; and so is Mr. 
Antonia. They are both so fond of the pretty creature 
that I am sure she will be completely spoiled.’ 

“ At these words of the loquacious abigail you may 
naturally suppose me to have been planet •‘Struck Adol- 
phus; and I received her intelligence with amazement. 

Find lady Theodora in the nursery with Mr. 
Antonia and little Frances,” repeated I, and pray 
Mrs. Brunette, how long is it since you have made 
your lady a nurse? and who is the pretty crenture you 
allude to? 

“ With some surprise and embarrassment as if fear- 
ful she had conimitted an error she replied, — 

‘ How signior ! have you never seen the pretty 
little Italian foundling that my lady has adopted, which 
was left at the door of the convent in the middle of the 
night just before we quitted Italy ? Holy Virgin ! per- 
haps 1 should not have told you of it! yet, I was never 
forbid to do it: and 1 do’nt see where’s the harm of 
telling of a benevolent action. For what could be 
more benevolent than to take a poor helpless babe 
under our protection when it is thrown on the wide 
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world by its unnatural parents without any. I am 
certain si^nior, that you will allow iny lady was very 
kind in giving it a shelter, wlien probably it had a 
chance of being starved to death with the holy friars in 
the convent ; truly the poor babe could not have lived 
on beads and a cross though they can.’ 

^^‘Arid I question much my good Brunette/ uttered 
I, ^ whether the beads and cross are not the least con- 
sideration of their order.’’ 

‘‘ On this 1 hastily and impatiently quitted Bru- 
nette to go in quest of her mistress, of whom, oh, 
forgive me Adolphus ! I, at this moment entertained 
the most alarming suspicions. Of the young Antonia 

I had not much better; and of the little foundling 

There I did not permit iny thoughts so injuriously to 

stray No Theodora ! mentally (^claimed I as I 

mechanically measured my way to the aparlment to 
which her attendant had directed me, no Theodora ! 
it is impossible to think you otherwise than innocent. 
Surely the protection of helpless infaiicy is not incom- 
patible with female honour or feminine prudence. 
Heaven forbid that any just or honest man should 
admit a thought so vile, so ungenerous. Oii no ! if 
any there be, they are monsters and not inen; and fit 
only for themselves. May they herd togellier, a race 
unworthy to dignify the human character; or give 
birth to sensibility, to feeling, or to love. No sooner 
had I piously ejaculated this sentiment than I listened 
and heard the melodious voice of lady Theodora ad- 
dressing, as I then imagined, the sleeping innocent 
whom she had fostered with her protection; but judge 
of my astonishment, when a soil and mournful voice 
often interrupted by broken sobs responded, — 
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CHAPTER XLVIII. 


I as mechanically seated myself beside lady Theo- 
dora as I entered her apartment without knocking 
(an omission \vhich the rules of good breeding, and 
even decency, by no means prescribed), and was at a 
loss what apology to offer for this once having depart- 
ed so strangely from them; at the same moment that I 
felt shocked and disgusted at the discovery, which, I 
then imagined, I had just made of the impropriety and 
levity of her conduct towards the mysterious young 
foreigner; and I waited in silence to see w'hat visible 
effect my sudden appearance had upon her feeling.9 
before 1 attempted to enter into an explanation which 
might lead to any discussion of an unpleasing nature. 
But judge of my astonisliment, and my increased dis- 
gust towards the conduct of the unblushing lady 
Theodora, when, looking at her countenance, I could 
not perceive in it the slightest symptom of embarrass- 
ment or confusion, much less could I discover a consci- 
ousness of that innate diffidence and timid apprehension 
which is sometimes produced by a sense of impropriety ; 
in the countenance of lady Theodora no such distin- 
guishing signs were in the least apparent ; but all w as 
serene and mild as spring-tide flow'^ers; except indeed, 
that a more than usually playful smile dimpled her 
roseate checks while I pronounced, j>erhap8 w ith pecu- 
liar expression and energy,—- 

‘ I was authorised lady 'Theodora to w ait on you 
f‘\ the commands ofSir IMildred Anstiuconrt to inqinre 
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nflcr your ladyship’?# health. lie heard that you had 
been indisposed ; but 1 nm happy to flim that you are 
s<; {hr recovered as to admit ot'tamiliar converse with 
your most particular friends. I broke in upon your 
ladysliip soinewliiit suddenly, and must now beg to 
a])o!ogize for iny intrusion/ " 

•• Whether a degree of severity accompanied theJJC 
words, or that a sneer too perceptible in 5ny 
coiuitenance as I uttered them 1 knoiv not^ but iSlicf 
instantly replied to me in the following manner: 

“ ^ And it w ould be equally reasonable if Mr. Ed- 
niiirid Austmcoin t would also apologize to lady Theo- 
dora for his extreme rudeness at the same moment ; in 
which she cannot sunpose him to he authorized by his 
father in any in^fiirv ho miglil have to make after her 
health. As! to familiar conversation with particulaif 
friends, I do not know sn, at what, or to whom, your 
allusion points. But pray let me ask, if we cannot 
con\ersc familiarly with our particular friends, wdth 
whom else ouglit wo ? What but friendship can dc* 
niand implicit confidence 

‘ Is there not a softer nnd a more sacred lie^ 
cried I, ^ wdll not love lady Theodora require it ?’ 

To which she replied — 

c Whatever it may require it does not alw'ays 
merit the confidence which it so frequently abuses/ 

« « Pardon me lady Theodora,’ uttered I, it is not 
love which abuses confidence, it is its counterfeit ; ibut 
like the base coin it is soon detected ; and afterwards 
never re-assumes its imposing appearance/ 

‘ O but love is entirely out of the question/ 
nn^r/erod she, 1 Imve many friends, but, (hank bea- 



TUi; rK$T OF INVOCiiJiCK. 




“ ‘ Nt)l one !’ exclaimed I, fixing my eyes intently 
on a glove whicli I ‘knew to be Ahtonia’s, atid wbicb 
througlt nt;cident and IhcautiouB baste bediafl left oh 
the table. Lady Theodora’s eyes followed mine in th« 
same direction and iriBtantlyhcrplayM vivadty fbr- 
sook berj and she appeared to be under the iiifluencii 
of some sudden, most painfiil and distressing emotion; 
For a few moments she continued silent and, embar> 
rassed ; at length she made an effort to recover herself, 
and began to stammer out, perceiving that I still fixdd 
rnr eye steadily on the glove. — 

“ ‘ I wish Brunette would come and clear away all 
this litter. What a room she has made with her work. 
1 protest this wench will presently leave her whole 
wardrobe in ray apartment.’ , 

“ ‘ Here i§ a glove too,* cried I, affecting not to 
notice the extraordinary emotion; while I surveyed 
her now blushing coiinlenahce with a look of keen and 
penetrating iVony, ‘ perhaps this also is the property of 
Mistress Brunette.’ 

On ivhirh lady Theodora started up, and coming 
towards me with a manner w'holly unembarrassed, 
snatched the glove instantly out my hand, while die 
indignantly uttered, — 

“‘/Nb sir, that i6 my property ; at least it must 
remain in my possession till 1 have iti opportuoi^ dT 
returning it to die rightfiil Owner.* : v.«l 

“ ‘ And who is that ^dy Theodbta ?’ im{bitien% 
domandedl.' ' '' ' ’ 

To iithich she answered with the ihost dignified 
composure, and in a voice at once firni, impressive, ajid 
afT.'cfing ; for 1 saw that her eyes were moistened with 
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^ I am not used to be thus questioned, Mr. 
Edmund Austincourt, nor do I know by what autho- 
rity you imperatively, and must observe oiTiciously, 
pry into ray concerns. They can be nothing to you, 
even were my actions as reprehensible as you arc 
pleased to surmise them to be. I do not know what 
right you have to censure me.* 

‘ Oh ! lady Theodora !’ uttered I, ^ and can you 
suppose me so indifferent to your welfare, or so little 
sensible of your worth ; you so lately the ward of my 
father, the companion of my infancy, the sister play- 
mate of my boyish happy days, when nature and 
youthful innocence joined hand in hand to render 
you as pure as you were lovely and joyous ; when no 
act disguised your manners, nor dissimulation veiled 
your heart ; w'lien loveliest of the loveliest, Theodora 
was also the happiest of the happiest, the purest and 
the best. Now 1 behold you’ — 

“ I paused for a moment as I contemplated, as I 
imagined the fallen angel before me : who turning 
towards me with a mixture of proud resentment and 
disdain, uttered in a voice of the most reproachful 
anger — 

^ What do you behold me, Sir ? Speak ; unfold 
your dark suspicions, your mysterious mistrusts, and 
base unw'ortliy conjectures, what am I ! Come, 1 will 
patiently endure and hear all you have to say, either 
good, bad, or indifferent ; what is Theodora Percy V 
“ Perceiving that I was incapable of replying to 
her, from the surprise and astonishment into which 
ahe had thrown pie, she continued with the most sar- 
castic smile to enjoy my confusion, and at length pro- 
nounced — 
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^ What you do not chusc to tell rue what I am, 
though you began to paint my portrait so prettily ? 
I am quite disappointed— you cannot conceive how 
vexed I am with you ; do me the favour to begin 
again, Mr. Edmund Austincourt.’ 

Shocked and pained beyond conception at what I 
conceived the extreme levity of lady Theodora, as she 
continued to laugh with the most provoking noiicha* 
lance, I replied indignantly — 

“ ‘ I fear, lady Theodora, that the portrait has too 
much resemblance to the original, and my heatt 
sickens as I contemplate it/ 

‘ Indeed,’ answered she, * and pray should not 
every portrait resemble the original ? can you contra- 
dict that ? However, I am indebted to you for being 
the artist, and if you have drawn me in false colours 
the fault is yours and not mine.’ 

‘‘Lady Theodora with these words. would have 
quitted the apartment, but I was determined that she 
should not thus escape from the impressive warning I 
thought it my duty to give her, as I now' considered 
that her passion for the mysterious Italian was decisive. 

“ ‘ Stay, Theodora,’ uttered I, gently detaining her, 
and leading her back to the scat she had quitted. Stay 
and listen to your monitor and friend, it is the only 
time that I shall ever call upon you imperatively to 
hear me, and perhaps the last time that I shall ever 
address you in these characters.’ 

“ ‘ To one who is really a friend, 1 hope I shall 
never be unwilling to listen,’ uttered she. ‘ Now, 
Edmund Austincourt, what have you to advance?’ 

‘ Two words, Theodora/ answered I, ^ one on the 
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score of friendsliip, the other in behalf of all that a 
woman should hold dearest in existence^ her honour I 
l -call upon you, Theodora, most seriously to answer 
iii^CDuoMsly one question. To whom does that glove 
belong ?’ 

‘ Of what consequence is that to you, Mr. Ed- 
mund Austincourt/ she replied with a faultering 
voice, and evidently much affected by the manner in 
which I addressed her. 

, ^ Infinitely more than you can possibly imagine^ 

lady Theodora,’ uttered I. 

‘ Why then, Sir, you shall presently know,’ cried 
she, but not without cheeks suffused with a colour of 
the brightest crimson. ^ li'belongs to the nephew of 
the countess Molini, Mr. Autoni«a. J\nd now, Mr. 
Edmund Austincourt, having Halisfiod your curiosity 
in this particular, I must positively wish you a good 
evening; I have business to transact, and letters to 
WTite ; ray friends return to Italy much sooner than 
was expected; they depart so early as the ensuing 
morning after this da}, and i do not wish by any 
means personally to offer them any slight, much Ics:. 
wilfully appear to neglect them. The count was my 
lather's very particuiar and most intimate friend ; it 
my duty to attend tohini while hccontinueH to lionour 
my mansion with hb presence.’ 

‘ And Signior Antonia too !’ uttered I with 
marked asperity, ‘ you would not willingly negbet 
him either ?’ 

‘ Certainly not,’ returned she, ^ w'ould it be re- 
spectful towards the amiable countes?, whom I 
nincercly love, if I were ? Besides, Antonia i» unfor- 
tunate— he is unhappy— 'Would it be right to sport 
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with the feelings of the unfortunate, Mr. Edmund 
Anstincourt ?’ 

‘ I could not advance a syllable against such a 
plea. I could only caution lady Theodora, which I 
did in language most serious and impressive, not to 
suffer her heart to yield too easily to the attraction of 
the young Italian, in whose character, notwithstanding 
his external personal qualilications, it was probable 
there existed much deception. Assuredly/ cried I, 

* there is doubt and mystery, bew are of the imprudent 
consequences which too often result from them. 
There is ever danger in mystery. I do not myself 
admire this Antonia. There is a strange peculiarity 
about him which is’ — 

‘ Exclusively confined to the situation in which 
he is so peculiarly placed,’ retorted la3y Theodora, 

" he cannot avoid being peculiar; and were you once 
to l>e made acquainted with all the particulars of his 
sad, sad history, you would not despise Antonia, but 
greatly pity him.’ 

‘ I hope you do not love Antonia,’ cried 1. 

Instead of making the slightest reply to this 
question, lady Theodora burst into a most immoderate 
fit of laughter, and attempting to turn every thing I 
Irad said to her into play ful jests, she repeated — 

^ Love Antonia ! why it is impossible to hate him, 
l e is so good a creature ; and to-morrow he returns to 
Italy, perhaps never more to quit it. Now, Mr. 
Edmund Anstincourt, there is an end of our private 
conference. When we meet again not a sentence of 
Antonia — promise roe implicitly. I have the strongest 
reasons possible for urging your compliance with tlue 
request ; shall Theodora be obeyed ?’ 

Sit 
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‘‘ ‘ Yes !’ uttered I, ‘ even thoiis^h silence were to 
forfeit my existence.’ 

^ It is sufficient.’ she exclaimed, and instantly de- 
parted. 

The following morning I had the inexpressiblr 
satisfaction to learn that the count and countess, 
with Antonia and all their suite, had left the residence 
of lady l^heodora Percy, and were now on their was 
to embark for the shores of Italy. And we beheld 
lady Theodora no more till the indisposition of my 
ffither rendered her visits once iiK)re necessary at Aus- 
tincourt Priory. She came, but Oh ! Adolphus, how 
changed ! how unlike the former Theodora of our 
early days ! She is grown proud, disdainful, and 
holds her high birth and station with a pride that ill 
becomes her. She has grown sullen too, frowns, and 
talks with no one but my father ; and their conferences 
have of late been unusually long, and apparently of no 
very pleasing nature ; as when she quits Sir Mildred’s 
apartment, the eyes of lady Theodora appear red with 
weeping ; and my fnlher is more iiii patient and out ol 
humour with his domestics, is it not strange all this 
mystery Adolphus, in which Sir Mildred is also in 
some way or other implicated as well as I'heodora. 
Can you solve it r” 

To which Adolphus, with a faint smile, in which it 
wa« but too plain his heart had but little connection, 
-replied — 

Woman is a problem of which it is impossible to 
attempt an elucidation ; I have, however, listened to 
'yOkur detail with more forbearance than at the com- 
Wiencemerit I could have imagined my shocked, sm?- 
prised and agitated fhelings would have piarmitled mo- 
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The struggle is past and victory is mine ; and though 1 
believe Theodora be innocent, yet 1 must cease to 
regard her as the pure and immaculate being my fond 
imagination so warmly, so ardently painted her ; she 
is deceptive, and though I do not think Antonia has 
raptivated her aft'ectious, \et cdther his real or iiua- 
f;inarv woes, or iiclitioiis character, has made some 
impression on h(*r mind, wrought <»n her highly 
nanantic disposition, and hoftened or rather weakened 
ii* r too susceptible heart/' 

Admitting tiiis to be the case, for i will not posi- 
lively av(‘r tluit it is so," answeied Kdmiind, 1 hope I 
have uttenMl nothing to prejudice you so seriously 
agaifiJit lady 'rheodora, us to induce >on to reject the 
idea of yc»ur aspiring one day to the pov^.'ssion of her 
hand." 

'Fo wliich Adolphus, somewhat indignantly, re* 
jilied — 

•* Surely, Edmund, you have uttered sufficient to 
make me revolt at the possibility of such an event ever 
taking place. W'hat, marry a woman of whose 
honour, of w hose aflections, I should be doubtful and 
uncertain ; and who would come to my arms bound in 
concealment and in mystery, of which I her husband 
w^ould not be permitted to partake. No, no, Edmund, 
my proud swelling heart would not only reject a union 
ihus cemented, but my soul would utterly abhor it. 
No, no ! believe me, Edmund., that the secrets of 
woman’s iieurt are never so .safely lodged as when she 
reposes them in the breast of a confiding husband ; 
she is then scH:ure from all temptation, in the refuge 
‘ihe has taken in the niiU ’ of her best earthly friend 
and protector, and like the firm oak, she may resifirt aU 
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the fury of the pitiless storm, and smile at that com- 
mon enemy, the world! It is impossible for me to 
avoid seeiujjy lady Theodora Percy, to whom I shall 
ever conduct myself with propriety. 1 shall neither 
seek, nor will I shun her society ; if she treats me with 
her wonted friendship, 1 will not disdain to return it ; 
but mark me, Edmund, I will know' that her conduct 
merits my attention first. I will have an eye* upon 
her ; not a look, not an action shall escape my pene- 
tration. I will follow her in her most secret haunts. 
I will know where she wanders, see w ith whom she 
converses, on whom she smiles, and by the most un- 
ceasing and pel severing vigilance, discover the impe- 
netrable mystery in which slie is involved.'’ 

You will be a bolder adventurer than e’er was 
mortal man if you resohe on such an undertaking my 
dear fellow,” cried Edmund, where if vou suc- 
ceed” — 

The victory will be mine exclaimed Adolphus. 

Unquestionably,” replied Edmund, they bravely 
deserve to win, who bravely resolve to conquer, diffi- 
culties. Cowards only sink l>enealh the conflict. When 
do you propose to set out for the Priory ?” 

On the immediate return of my messenger from 
Sir Mildred,” cried Adolphus. But why Edmund 
wull you not accompany me to your father’s ?” 

‘‘ Merely because I would willingly avoid conten- 
tion with my father,” answered Edmund. “ It is my 
duty not to offend my father; and I cannot, it appears, 
please him, without displeasing lady Theodora Percy.” 

“ Indeed!” exclaimed Adolphus, “ then 1 should 
please my father first, in preference to every other 
earthly object besides. But explain what new cause 
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of displeasure have you excited in the breast of her 
capricious ladyship ?” 

Why you must know it is as stranjfc as singular,” 
returned Edmund, as you wcdl know the mild disposi- 
tion of my father. He has for some unaccountable 
reason or other, best knowm to himself, taken an un- 
conquerable dislike to the little foundling that lady 
Theodora has adopted and brought from 1 taly w ith her ; 
wliile 1 iis unaccountably, have taken an uncommon pre- 
possession in favour of the lovely infant. In truth 
1 never beheld so beautiful a creature as this deserted 
child. I ir»ean deserted by its inhuman parents ; for in 
all else it is amply provided for. Lady Theodora isen- 
thusiastically attached to it. She is constantly in the 
nursery with it. And as it entwines* its little arms 
around her snowy neck, she gazes on its cherub fea- 
tures with such peculiar tenderness, that 1 have seen 
her dissolved in tears; after whicii, resigning it to the 
care of the nurse wliich she has provided for it, I have 
frequently heard her exclaim, — 

‘ Poor deserted little Frances! how I love and 
pity thee!’ 

‘‘ In answ er to which on one occasion I exclaimed, — 

^ Can Frances be deserted while lady Theodora 
Percy is her protectress V 

‘ But perhaps she is not destined to remain always 
with iier protectress,’ answered lady Theodora, with a 
look and manner that convinced me there was also 
some mystery attached to the history and birth of this 
child ; with which I am also as perfectly convinced 
that my father Sir Mildred is acquainted. Though I 
Rin utterly at a loss to account for his dislike to the 
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little foundling. He never permits lady Theodora to 
bring the infant or her nurse to the Priory ; and 
when by chance he sees it at Heath Cottage in his 
frequent visits to lady Theodora Percy, I have seen him 
turn as if a reptile had met his view instead of a bloom- 
ing innocent who could never have otfended him.” 

It is most extraordinary and wonderful !” exclaim- 
ed Adolphus after a considerable pause. 1 know 
not what to attribute such mysterious conduct, to 
which, 1 ow n, has the appearance of exciting suspicions 
by no means favourable to lady Theodora. And have 
you never conversed with your father on the subject 
of th is foundling? Why should lie dislike tlu? child 
if there was not something dishonorable attached to 
its birth ? BiA how' bears lady Theodora his indiffer- 
ence to her young favorite?” 

** In silence ; and without a murmur of complaint 
cried Edmund, yet though silent, 1 have seen her 
eyes brim full of tears when my father has turned away 
in disgust at the smiling infant. And 1 have fre- 
quently asked him why he disliked the little Italian 
foundling; instantly his features became convulsed 
with passion, and agitated by a variety of painful emo- 
tions, and in a voice impressive and commanding he 
bade me never to repeat my inquiry, or trouble him 
with any further questions respecting that child. Of 
course 1 implicitly followed his injunctions, and since 
which period, the conversation has never been resumed 
between us.” 

Time only can elucidate a coincidence of circum- 
stances 80 strangely involved in doubt and mystery. 
And till that period arrives let us patiently wait Ed- 
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mund,” cried Adolphus, leaving- the issue to the 
wise ordination of a merciful and nnerrintr Providence, 
who is the most sufficient judge of ail liuman actions, 
and the best searcher of the human heart.’’ 


CHAPTER XMX 


The ‘‘ sweet restorer balmy sleep” was, on this 
evening, banished from the pillow of Adolphus when 
be had quitted Edmund and retired to his chamber. 
All his golden dreams of happiness were dissolved. 
— all his future prospects blighted— all his bright and 
visionary schemes frustrated — and hope, youth’s exta- 
tic and delusive proiniser, only hailed him with a 
mockery of those ideal joys which his ardent imagina> 
tion so long had painted in the form of lady Theodora 
Percy. She, the only being under heaven’s breathing 
atmosphere whom he believed was chastest of the chast- 
est, loveliest of the loveliest, and purest of the purest ! 
Of the truth of Edmund Austincourt — of the unerring 
rectitude of his mind and principles he could not en- 
tertain the smallest possibility of a doubt. He bad 
unburthened his whole heart in the painful narra- 
tion he had been compelled to give of the changed and 
altered cliaracUn' of Tliebdora; gnd with the purity of 
that lieart he was already too well acquainted to ima- 
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gine, even for a moment, that his communications 
were not faithful; and that the portrait of her whom, 
till now, he had thought t!ie most iaiiltless being in 
creation, the most perfect of womankind, was sincere. 
To sigh no longer then for the possession of Theodora 
was the first resolve which Adolphus determined to 
make in his present train of agitated and perplexed 
thoughts. But to cease to love her was the last, and 
certainly the most diflicult task, which he found it a 
necessary duty to perform. But how was it to be ac- 
complished ? Tell me, ye votaries of fond and faithful 
love, whether it is so easy to forget the object in whose 
honor and chaste affection w^e have so long been taught 
to repose our ow^n !— whether we can in a moment be 
convinced that their conduct no longer merits our 
esteem; or that they have ultimately ceased to become 
the objects of our affection ! Oh ! if there is a pang, 
which, least of all others, can admit of consolation, — 
which has no hope to sooth— no time can heal; — but 
which renders the human bosom incapable either of 
imparting or receiving the slightest mitigation of its 
hopeless anguish and despair, it is the torturcul reflec- 
tion, and the heart-rending pang of being obliged to 
confess that, the being whom we once treasured dearest 
in our hearts, has proved false and faithless! A pang 
to this there is none comparable : and Adolphus as he 
arose unrefreshed from his feverish slumbers felt that 
he could sooner and more calmly have heard the intel- 
ligence of Theodora's death, than his heart to contain 
any doubt or suspicion of her spotless fame. Even a 
confirmation would have been less torturing for it 
would have been cer^.ain, to the misery he now endur- 
ed. Of the dark mystery in which her conduct was 
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involved, and with which it was but too probable that 
Sir Mildred himself was fully arqnainted ; which 
amounted in tlie mind of Adolpluis to very little short 
of criminality with the youn^j Italian, the mysteri- 
ous Antonia, whom she had almost iinblusliiug^ly con- 
fessed that she loved in her surprise'd and agitated 
conference with Edmund Austincourt. The infant 
foundling loo, of whom slie was so passionately fond: 
—this child on whom she doated with such extra- 
vagant marks of uncommon tenderness, and on which 
•he bestow'ed such peculiar and extraordinary atten- 
tion as to excite the observation of all around her, 
and even the displeasure of Sir Mildred ! What 
could this infant be to her, unless that infant were the 
offspring of some one who was dear to her ! Who 
could tell that it was a foundling! I^erhaps it was 
something more (o lady Theodora, it might be the 

child of Here Adolphus paused — he trembled: 

every nerve Ijecainc coiivuKed — every feature distort- 
ed by the pangs of disappointed love and jealousy. 
Nor was it till he endeavoured to reason himself into 
a little calmness and composure, that he rejected tho 
horrible j?uspicion from liis tortured mind, of the little 
Frances being the child of Antonia and the fruit of 
Theodora's dishonour. The influence of more mature 
reflections however silenced for a moment such dis- 
honourable conjectures; and bursting into an agony of 
tears, he ejaculated to heaven a pious and fervent 
prayer that his suspicions oi* l\io still loved and lovely 
Theodora might be forgiven him ; and that henceforth 
he would divest himself of all ideas that contained a 
doubt of her spotless purity, or that might be injurious 
to her repose when he should arrive at Austincourt 

rS 
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Priory ; for which place he had given orders that every 
thing might be in readiness to set out at an early hour 
the ensuing evening. 

So visible were the eflects however of a distracted 
mind on his countenance, that when he entered the 
apartment where Edmund and Miss Montgomery were 
waiting breakfast for him, his altered looks instantly 
arrested their attention, and they inquired with pecu- 
liar kindness if he w'as indisposed. 

Why, truly madam,'' answered Adolphus, were 

I to say that 1 had rested well I should strangely 

belie rny conscience; I have, on the contrary, endured 

a night of the most torturing inquietude, produced by 

reflectioTis, which, I feci well convinced, that I ought 

to banish, tlneagh 1 cannot effect such a resolution 
' «» '• 

as speedily as I might wibh ; yet I will shortly 
endenvoia to do it as becomes a philosopher and a 
man,*' 

I thought J!r. Wal^ji »gaam your travels in far 
distant coi:ntric>: hr.d made tl»e . ludy of philosophy un- 
necessary;'’ erh d Miss IMonlgomery with a playful 
smile, which was intended to dispel the gloom of de- 
fpondenry which clouded hU fine features. 

To which Adolplnv replied, — 

Philosophy iieccc. ary madam w hether wc travel 
or not; but I believe it is better found in the book of 
nature than the book of art at any period of our lives.” 

A deep sigh followed the remark; why the fair Isa- 
bella should hnve responded to this sigh we cannot 
tell, but she certainly did ; and her cheeks were crim- 
soned with blushes whea Edmund exclaimed, — 

I protest Adolphus. I shall, when 1 lose the pleasure 
of your socielV; regret that my little cottage is not 
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nearer the Priory ; and shall positively envy Sir Mil- 
dred the happinoHs from which your poor Edmund will 
be excluded. Isabella too will !)e sorry to part with 
her little favourite Sambo.’* 

Which it is my intention to restore to his mis- 
tress. I have indeed no longer a wish to retain Sambo 
in my service,” cried Adolphup. 

And JMlss Montgomery replied, — 

0 tie Mr. Walsingham, then why did you betray 
him into your service, and SK^duce him from the affec- 
tions of his mislross. 

1 did not helray hbn m^rdam, he followed me into 
voluntary exile uttered Adolphus ivitli something 
like embarrassment at the remark just mrvle. 

^‘AIi! then joiinro still nio/ unkind” said Misa 
Montgomery, to desert him when he has given you 
such a proof of uliachn^ont and ildrety. Jt is well 
you do not act thus with your fr’^ ndr ; they would 
not llunik you mucii for the compliment.” 

There? was something peculiarly murked in the 
manner of Jliss Jlontgomcry as sue uttered tliese 
words, which, accom|ranied by one of the most melodi- 
ous voices in llic world, rendered her particularly in- 
teresting at this moment to her auditors. And locking 
intently on her beautiful countenance, Adolphus re- 
plied, — 

1 hope Miss Montgomerj would not be one of my 
fair friends who would have the cruelty to tax me w ith 
ingratitude towards her.” 

1 do not know what I should tax you with were I 
like Sambo,” answered she, a rosy blush mounting to 
her fair cheek, but I have not followed you into 
voluntary exile Mr. Walsinglmm.” 
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“ Then madam, for your sake, 1 will not relinquish 
Sambo, cried Adolplius, thus suddenly betrayed into 
more warmth than he was aware of for the lo\ely 
pleader of his dumb and faithful companion. He 
shall retain his service with his master, for her who 
has condescended to become an advocate in his behalf/* 

Miss Montgomery blushed a still deeper red. She 
averted her head from the quick and transient glance 
of Adolphus, and the keen and penetrating gaze of 
Edmund Austincourt; but as she did so, a half-stifled 
and involuntary sigh escaped from the confines of her 
snowy breast, while she faulteringly pronounced. — 
Ah! Mr. Walsingham, 1 have no doubt but poor 
little Sambo will find much better friends when he 
arrives at Austincourt Priory than those he leaves 
behind him in the village of Pennington ; and more 
powerful advocates to plead his cause than Isabella 
Montgomery.*’ 

To which Adolphus replied as he patted Sambo on 
the head, — 

That, madam, I feel at this moment to be utterly 
impossible. There are circumstances, existing cir- 
cumstances Miss Montgomery, which renders your 
conclusion on that subject doubtful.” 

A pause ensued which w'asnot interrupted on either 
side, and Adolphus took the opportunity of retiring to 
his chamber to arrange some necessary articles of his 
wardrobe preparatory to his intended departure the 
ensuing morning; having, by the express desire of 
Edmund, postponed his departure until that time; 
but which, in consequence of a letter received from bis 
uncle Sir Mildred, requesting that he would set out 
with all imaginable despatch for the Priory, could be 
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no longer unnecessarily delayed. The letter con- 

cluded in the following manner. 

Y our fardintns in coming my beloved nephew 
gives me pain, and inclines me to be somewhat envi- 
ous of (he happiness ofmy son Edmund, who appears to 
have more influenre over your afl'ections than his 
father. Not that I would inibr that Edmund does not 
truly merit your regard, or is not e\ery way worthy of 
your confidence; 1 know that he is so; and was always 
\cuir firmly attached friend u h{'n others less deserving 
ihan him were your avowed enemic'. 13nt the subject 
it; di^tres^ing, and therefiu'e v»e will drop it. Let 
your immediate presence dispel all don]>ts and fears 
tl)at vou are not equally anxievus to behold me as I am 
impatient to embrace and WTlrome my nephews By 
the by, though 1 have not s.^jid a word about a certain 
lovely young lady, yet you may guess very well whom 

1 mean. Slu? is as beautiful as ever but but 

I uish there was no such word as hid in the English 
language — but the truth will out — 1 do not think that 
her voyage to Italy has improved her. 1 have an 
aversion to Italian manners — I have an aversion to 
luilian women — and I have an aversion, a most un- 
eoiKjuerable on<» to all Italian men — and tliis being (he 
case, you cannot wonder that I do not think my little 
Theodora improved by her visit to the land of signiors. 
Not but that she is still a lovely creature. But come 
my clear boy and judge for yourself in this particular. 
No more delay. IVil Eduuiud at his peril to detain 
you a prisoner any longer — not a day — not an hour 
iiher you receive this from 

‘‘ Your very sincerely alfectiohiato uncle, 

Milurcd Fhederic AusTiNcounT.’* 
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No sooner had Adolphus perused Sir Mildred's 
letter than he flew into the apartment of Edmund ex- 
claiming — 

‘‘ I have now nothing to plead against my immediate 
departure for the Priory. Look my dear Edmund^ 
what can I say to (his affectionate appeal from the 
heart of my worthy uncle? Ought not his commands to 
be imperatively obeyed, when affection counts each 
moment of my stay. Read dearest Edmund, and tell 
me if I should not be tlie veriest knave in existence if 
I did not fly on the wings of duty and affection towards 
him. Do but observe too wliat Sir Mildred has said 
respecting lady Theodora, Ah Edmund! whuta (ailing 
off is here, IMy uncle always thoii'rht her an angel ; 
but 1 am convinced, although his expressions are ex- 
tremely guaVded, that he does not tiiink her so still.'” 

We must suspend our jiidgincnl till a future 
opportunity,” mildly replied Edmund, after having 
slightly glanced over the contents of Sir Mildred's 
letter, for whatever be the mystery, whicli, at present, 
involves the fair Theodora, I cannot but consider that 
my father is in some way or other a party concerned ; 
though in what manner he has acquired the secret con- 
fidence of Theodora is to me a matter of astonishment; 
and I am lost in perplexity and doubts when I reflect 
on circumstances so singular/' 

Edmund having some duty to attend now apologized 
to bis cousin that he could not join him till the hour 
of dinner ; which apology was most cordially accepted 
by Adolphus, who replied— 

^^01 shall find sufficient employment on my hands 
1 promise you. , I will immediately set down and 
R^ifwer Sir Mildred's letter in the kindest uiauner pos- 
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sible; after which, I will do myself the honor of 
accompanying Miss Montgomery in a W'alk to Pen- 
nington Abbey/’ Adolphus paused, and bis com- 
plexion reddened on perceiving a playful smile exhi- 
bited on the countenance of Edmund, and he added, 
“ that is, if Miss Montgomery will herself accept of 
me for a companion.” 

Edmund now laughed heartily, while he uttered, — 

‘‘ On my word Dolphy, if you are fishing for a 
compliment you idu;ll not have one; because I dara 
say you are perfectly r -rare of the mischief you have 
already done in a certain eprarter; though you know I 
had penetration enough to discover that long ago, I 
always told you that Isabella I^loutgomery loved you/* 
Isabella Montgomery love me!” Why good 
heavens Edmund! you cannot suppose me so insuffer- 
ably vain as to imagine such a ridiculous idea, do 
you cried Adolphus. 

But Edmund was already out of the hearing of 
Adolphus; who, in retiring for a few minutes to his 
chamber, for the purpose of replying to Sir Mildred’s 
letter, l)Cgan to reflect on the words of Edmund more 
seriously than he thought there was a necessity for 
respecting Miss Montgomery; towards whom be had 
never shewn the slightest attention which could W'ar- 
rant a supposition that his heart beat with any sentw 
ment warmer than friendship ; consequently could not 
consider himself the cause of any uneasiness w hich she 
might feel on his account. But had Adolphus actually 
been possessed of that vanity and self 'presumption 
which is inherent in at least two-thirds of mankind, he 
might easily have discovered the influence he had ob- 
tained in the heart of the lovely Isabella at an earlier 
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date than the present; for oft in the youthful dance on 
the merry light fantastic toe, or when the mirthful 
song went round in happy jollity, with her youthful 
companions Isabella has \ minted of the graceful accom* 
plishments of Adolphus Walsinghain : and sighed and 
sickened with disappointment at the preference which 
was always given to her more fortunate rival lady 
Theodora Percy in all the festivities which were com- 
memorated either at Austincourt Priory, or at their 
own magnificent mansion. And once when her sister 
Julia had been dancing with Adolphus the tearful 
Isabella exclaimed, — 

“ All Julia ! how happy you have been this evening 
in being selected by Adolphus Walsingham for a 
partner in the dance.” 

To which the lovely Julia with a playful smile 
replied : 

Well Bella and had not you Mr. Frederic Aus- 
tincourt, w ho w as the best dancer, and w liat is more, 
is reckoned the handsomest and most accomplished 
young gentleman in the whole assembly?” 

Of this Julia I am certain,” retorted Isabella 
that he was tho most proud and the most vain. 
Ah ! how unlike liis amiable cousin the ever charming 
Adolpliu:-.” 

Bew are sister, beware of love,” cried the laughing 
Julia as they separated to go to their several occupa- 
tions. But the words of the gentle Julia were pro- 
phetic even at this period of their almost infantine 
days; for Isabella Montgomery cherished in her bosom 
the first daw ningof passion for Adolplius Walsingham ; 
though unconscio6s herself of the invidious attacks of 
the sly urchin. 



niK TK8T OF IN NOt FNCF. 


597 


Nor was it till loii" after the rfeparture of Adolphnft 
from Austiocoiirt Priory that Miss Montc;omcry5 in a 
warm debate with lady Au^tiiicourt and her malicious 
daughters, discovered the true nature of her sentiments 
T(»\vards the poor wronged banished Orplian Boy. 
It was llien the timid apprehensive maid recoiled 
even from the knowledge of her own heart ; and blush- 
ed and sighed slie knew not why when suddenly the 
name of Adoljihus was ever pronounced in her hearing. 
Hut her sister Julia (then on the eve of being united 
ill marriage to her beloved Edmund) soon discovered 
the state of the lovely Isabella's heart, and exhorted 
lier in langnage the most moving, tender, and aflFec- 
tionate to conquer, by every means in her power, this 
hojK'less and misplaced attachment, — • 

“ AV’hich iinist inevitably end in the most cruel dis- 
appointment my beloved sister," cried the tearful 
Julia, what good can possibly result from your 
cherishing a regard for Adolphus Walsingham, now 
the object of disgrace pr(»bably, but, at all events, he 
is certainly the object of displeasure to his uncle Sir 
Mildred Austincourt, from whose protection he* is 
now ultimately drivtm, and in whoso presence he dare 
not again come till lu' has exonerated himself from 
the base suspicion he has incurred of l>cing accessary 
fo the seduction of poor Fanny Uoseberry." 

“ And do you suppose Julia that I believer Adolphus 
to have had any thing to do with that unfortunate 
affair cried Miss Montgomery, “ no indeed, my 
heart assures me that he is the most w ronged and in- 
jured of human beings. Nor tlq I require any other 
test of his innocence than the malicious and slanderous 
tongiie<< t)f his enemies, who would im{)each his fair 

Y :l 
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&aie that their own characters may appear faultless. 
As to Fanny Roseberry, she is a very base young 
woman not to give up to justice her betrayer ; the coii- 
eealing of whose name, in my mind, adds greatly to the 
nature of her indiscretion.” 

I will not pretend to deny that Fanny was ex- 
tremely reprehensible iu this particular,” retorted the 
amiable Julia, it might have saved a ivorld of pains, 
doubts, and perplexities, which now are involved in 
mystery.” 

Saved !” exclaimed Miss Montgomery, ‘‘ Ah 
Julia ! would it not have saved Adolphus, and restored 
him to the protectim of his uncle, from whom he is 
now banished ? Injurious girl 1 she has betrayed 
him !” 

Well but dear Bella, what has this to do with 
your love for Adolphus Walsingham ?” asked Julia. 
To w'hich Miss Montgomery replied, — 

“ Much sister, more than you can imagine. If Adol- 
phus had not been so unfortunate, perhaps he would 
have been an object of inJifierence io m<?. It is his 
misfortunes which gives him a claim to my compassion ; 
and it is his sufferings which have softened my heart!” 

The lovely Julia entwining her arras affectionately 
around her sister’s neck playfully exclaimed — 

Ah dear dear Bella ! these excuses my love will 
not avail! you love Adolphus, and it is in vain to at- 
tempt to hide the secret of your heart. However, never 
more will I impose a task so painful to your feelings^ 
All that I would now add for the safety and happiness 
pf my dear sister is, that, to another individual, this 
secret may never be* disclosed : in the heart of your 
fi^tbful Julia it reposes for aver.” 



THE TKit or INNOCKX^r. m 

In one word, Mrs. Edmund Anstiiicourt kept the 
secret of her beloved sister to the day of her death* 
So that Miss Montgomery had no opportunity of con- 
versi: ^ with any person on the subject of her secret 
passion till the day her eyes had suddenly encountered 
him at the door of Ediniitid Ausiincoiirt. And the 
r“sult of such an interview' on the surprised and agi- 
uited feeling of this lovely girl may naturally be con- 
ceived, wlien she contemplated, in addition to the im- 
provement which time had eiFocted on the fine person 
of Adolphus, llic superior graces of his now' accom- 
plished mind ; on a discovery of which it w as scarcely 
to he ^'xpcctcd that the heart of Isabella would less 
fondly admire her long adored favorite ; much less 
could she conceal sensations wliich painfully throbbed 
at her lieart ; for she feared that Adolphus, restored to 
the protection and good opinion ofi bis uncle, would 
now aspire to the hand of h<*r so greatly envied rival 
lady Theodora Percy. Isabella had long been no 
stranger to the ardent admiration with which the 
charms of this young lady w'cre regarded by Adolphus, 
tliough circumstances had never permitted him pub- 
licly to avow it; and the only consolation that she now 
derived from the heart-wounding pangs of love and 
jealousy was, the supposed unworthiness of the charac- 
ter of her beautiful rival ; which, under existing appear- 
ances, made it morally improbable that Adolphus 
would now sue for the honor of her hand. 

While these refiections were passing in the agitated 
hosom of Miss Moiit^mery, tlie unconscious ob|ect 
of her fond and anxious solicitude having finished hie 
letter to his uncle was about to filter the apartment 
which she nsaally occupied to make an offer of hii 



Til 1C OHPIIAK BOY, OK 


9*0 


services*, while time permitted him, to accompany her 
ilia walk to Pennington Abbey. But, on his entrance, 
be discovered that the fair inhabitant was flown. Her 
port'folio lay open on the table; she had been writing, 
and an unflnished composition, which, for some cause, 
she appeared suddenly to have ijuitted, caught his ob- 
servation, and insensibly and powerfully attracted and 
excited his curiosity, for men can be curious us well as 
women. They were lines addressed to “ Henry,’’ and 
commenced in the following manner : — 


Near Henry** cot n bird was perched high. 

Which Emma watched beneath her downcast eye. 

And when he raised his trembling notes so sweet, 

Her virgin breast with soft cinollons beat. 

Henry she loved $ hut delicate the flame, 

To mortal never yet had told his name; 

Tho* with her tears the murmuring waters fell, 

And whispering winds her gentle sighs could tell. 

*Tw|u break of morn$ unconscious Henry slept i 
Wlfde Emma ever watchful, Emma wept. 

The tuneful bird as if to heal her pain. 

Sung O'er his wild and plaintive notes again. 

* Oh cease !* she cried, ‘ of love, oh ! cease to sing, 

* Or lend me'^ntlc bird thy downy wing; 

* Since hopeless love alas ! is Emma'.s fate, 

* Oh! let me % from him 1 cannot hate !* 

Ko other proof was now necessary to convince our 
Orphan Boy that the fair Isabella had imbibed and 
cherished in her bosom a hopeless and unconquerable 
passion for an object whose affe^ions she despaired of 
ever possessing; and that object, there was no longer a 
possibility of doubting, was himself. The alternate 
blitsh ; the iiivoliintary sigh ; and the silent, but expres- 
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sive down cast timid looks of the tair Isabella, had too 
frequently proclaimed it; and Adolphus now heartily 
repented that he had not immediately set out for Austin* 
court Priory on his arrival at Pennington, and thus have 
escaped the painful sensations which he now experi- 
meed, in being the cause of unhappiness to an amiable 
female ; whom, however lovely, attractive, or praise- 
worthy, he felt, had not the influence of inspiring in 
his bosom a more glowing sentiment than that of 
friendship and esteem. And he now deemed himself 
the most unfortunate of human beings in having a 
second time inspired a passion he could not return; 
and the idea of the lovely IMary presenting itself to 
his imagination he mentally.exclaimed,^ — 

If indeed tliis insensate heart could ever beat 

» 

warm with love again after the cruel wound that Theo- 
dora has inflicted, to thee Mary, and thee alone, that 
heart should be eternally devoted ; not only in grati- 
tude to thee dear Leonard, brother of my heart ; but 
because 1 acknowledge the worth, and respect the 
virtues of thy gentle sister, the inestimable unassuming 
Mary.'’ 

Adolplius by no means willing, from a sense of honor 
and delicacy, that Miss Montgomery should entertain 
the slightest suspicion of his having discovered the 
secret of her heart, now hastily retreated towards the 
door in the expectation of seeing her approach. And 
he was not deceived ; in a few moments Isabella ap- 
peared ; and Adolphus, not choosing to notice Uie 
evident and painful JIKbarrassment she betrayed, im- 
mediately apologized for his intrusion, requesting, 
fhat, if not particularly engaged, she would honor him 
^vith her company in a walk to inspect the beautiful 
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and magnificent ruins of Pennington Abbey. 

‘‘ You honor me most highly sir,” cried Miss Mont- 
gomery, in supposing that I possess a taste so 
congenial with your own.” 

Adolphus was silent and confused ; he knew* not 
what reply to make to the beautiful speaker ; and on 
pretence of looking at his watch, gave Miss Montgo- 
mery no expectation that he was going to return the 
elegant compliment she had conferred. And the fair 
Isabella looked mortified and disappointed in the ex- 
treme w hen Adolphus reminded her tliat there was no 
time to lose, offering her his arm at the same moment. 

I see you are already provided wdth your scarf and 
bonnet,” cried he, there is no necessity to return to 
dress, so coine^along ma belie araie; and they imme- 
diately proceeded to the abbey from w^hence 

“ The curfew toll’d the knell of parting day” 

to many a weary and contemplative traveller on the 
distant hills; the sound of w^hich, though melancholy, 
was often welcome to the ear; and where the ivy 
mantled tower” was still perceptible through the 
ravages of hoary headed time.” 

As they approached the grand entrance of this once 
splendid and magnificent structure, now* a dreary 
mausoleum for the dead, the decayed monuments of 
whose tombs lay scattered in fragments on the broken 
pavement, Adolphus could not^help feeling an awful 
and impressive conviction of tne uncertainty of all 
human expectations, and of all ambitious and aspiring 
views when formed on the visionary pomps and idle 
vanities of marfs inconstant mind: and he exclaimed 
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in the words of Pope as he Tnournfully surveyed the 
huge and massy piles all decayed and mouldering into 
dust— 


** Oh Hons of earth I attempt ye still to rise 
By mountains pil'd on mountains to the skies? 

** Heaven still with laughter the vain toil surveys, 
i* And buries madmen in the heaps they raise.— 

“ Who wickedly is wise, or madly brave. 

Is but the more a fool, or more a knave!” 

“Ah! you must not bo a severe censurist Mr. 
Walsingham,” cried Miss Montgomery, “ every man 
has some passion ; it is the necessary consequence you 
will reasonably allow of mortality: and though ainbi« 
tion is in some instances a vice, yet, it isuievertheless, 
the basis of many virtues.'’ 

“ I do not deny the assertion Miss Montgomery/’ 
iinswered Adolphus, as he conducted her to the iQte** 
rior part of the abbey, in which reposed the ashes of 
departed warriors and illustrious lieroes, not a vestige 
of whose names were now left to record “ to whom' 
rented or by whom begot,” but all were buried in 
the promiscuous heap. At length Miss Montgomery 
stopped and pointed out to the observation of Adolphus 
a plaii^nd unadorned monument, part of which 
tnainea in a state of preservation* It was supported 
by a group of angels, who appeared in the act of bear- 
ing a female form from a transitory abode to an im- 
mortal one; and the ^puntenance of the woman was 
^till uncommonly beautiful and expressive: and “ To 
the memory of Robertina, only child of the duke de 
Kivers” was very plain to be distinguished, but the 
under lines wTre entirely defaced. 
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Here probably was the only hope of the heart of a 
fond parent snatched suddenly away by the immediate 
messenger of death!” exclaimed Miss Montgomery. 

Do but observe Mr. Walsingham the extreme beau- 
ty of that countenance; how young, how lovely when 
living must have been its original.” 

And is she less lovely in that land of spirits to 
which it has pleased heaven to summons her?” uttered 
Adolphus. Ah ! no, dear'" Isabella, no: the years 
which have passed away are hut as things that have 
only an ideal existence in the memory it is true, but 
still they may cause the eye to stream wdth tears, and 
the fond and faithful bosom to heave with the sigh of 
regret. The loveliness that has sunk into the grave, 
is still lovely in the mind; and in that form which 
virtue inhabited^ death cannot be lasting oblivion. 
For what but goodness pure and holy can convert the 
mortal into the immortal, and the dying into the ever* 
living.” 

As Adolphus uttered words so affecting and im- 
pressive, his noble, ingenuous, and fine manly coun- 
tenance bore testimony of what was passing in his 
heart; and never was a moment so ill calculated for 
concealment of the high admiration w'ith which Isabella 
regm*ded liirn as the present ; and a sudden Bought 
passing her that, perhaps it was the last time was 
ever destined to converse with Adolphus alone and in 
the delightful interchange of each others thoughts; she 
complained of fatigue as a pretBt for her heart- wound- 
ing reflection, which she found too intolerable to 
support, and attempting to force a faint smile, burst 
into an agony of tears, to the no small surprise and 
astonishment ofAdolphus, who, gently supporting hor 
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to one of the gothic fragments^ uttered in a voice 
peculiarly kind, — 

The damp vapour of the abbey, together with the 
sombre prospects we have been surveying, have been 
iiijurious both to your health and feelings Miss Mont« 
gomery ; let us instantly return home I beseech you, 
I should have thought of this before I conducted you 
through the tombs ! for even I, who am robust and 
strong, am not proof against the chilling cold air of 
the abbey. Come dear Isabella, lean on my arm, and 
let us procx?cd homewards.” 

Miss Montgomery made the strongest eSbri possiblo 
to recover her composure; and though the words 
dear Isabella” from the mouth of Walsingham 
vibrated on her heart, yet conscious the weakness 
of that heart, she now' endeavoured to stifle all its 
anxious and fond solicitude in the presence of that 
o!)jeci who occasioned itsdisquicitude, lost in discover** 
ing that weakness, Adolphus might first condemn and 
llieii despise her. For she had often heard him say, 
that he could never regaid^lhat female, w ho unsolicit* 
ed, would openly avow an uttuchment to one of the 
oj)posilc sex. She ihcreforc softly exclaimed as she 
took his proflered arn), — 

I iiui much better now I thank you Mr. Walsing- 
hain ; the fresh air has revived me. Indeed I w'as led 
into the most gloomy rc^rosijcctions as I surveyed the 
awful mansions of the dead while 1 remained in the 
abbey, in which the re|peinbrancc of my dear lamented 
sister Julia hud no small share. Then your observa- 
tions on departed worth and !)cauty were so appro- 
priate to my lovely sister, tliat "that” - - — 

1 will positively not permit you to indulge in any 
z 3 
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more such reflections dear Isabella” cried Adolplms 
respectfully raising her hand to his lips. 

In a few minutes they beheld Edmund coming to- 
wards them. He had observed the action of Adolphus 
and the blush of Miss Montgomery, and knew not 
what to surmise from circumstances so favorable for 
the hopes and expectations of the lovely Isabella, and 
he exclaimed, — 

“ Upon my word I did not know wbetlicr it might 
not have been your intention to dine in the ruins of 
the abbey, and have just stole forth to ask you. Are 
you aware of the lateness of tlie hour Miss Montgo- 
mery ? and you Mr. Walsingham ? A couple of 
pretty truants I must confess, to keep me waiting here 
three whole ho^irs for my dinner, while you are quietly 
and deliberately surveying the ruins of an old abbey.” 

Miss Montgomery gwitly removing her arm from 
that of Adolphus on which she had rested, wdth a rosy 
blush instantly disappeared to divest herself of her 
scarf and bonnet, as she told Edmund; who smiled and 
excused her. But it was mpre for a pretext to endea- 
vour tohide,and partly to recover from, the effects of her 
morning\s ramble with Adolphus, which had so com- 
pletely agitated and subdued her feelings. It was not 
the abbey, nor what she had seen at the abbey, that 
would have had the Influence of so pow^erfiilly discom- 
posing her; but the look, the manner, the never to he 
forgotten and impressive manner of Adolphus, which 
had excited such tender emoti^s, and rooted more 
firmly and deeply than ever his chains around her 
heart. 

Meanwhile Edmund had not fiiilcd to rally Adol- 
phus on the protracted stay lie had made with Miss 
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Montgomery in the old abbey ; and Adolphus alter- 
nately smiled and looked grave but remained silent. 
From whence it was impossible for Edmund to draw 
any inference likely to produce a sentiment of more 
than respect and friendly regard for the absent Isabella ; 
who appeared at dinner with no small traces of agita- 
tion on lier lovely countenance, notwithstanding that 
(he attentions of Adolphus were more than usually 
directed towards her. 

At length the chaise which was to convey Adolphus 
to Austiiicourt Priory appeared at the door of Ed- 
mund’s habitation, and the tears of Miss Montgomery 
could no longer be restrained as he respectfully ap- 
{uoached to bid her farewell. 

Adieu Mr. Walsiiigham,’’ sobbed out she, “ and 
may every blessing attend you at Austincourt Priory; 
amidst which, permit me to cherish a hope that you 
will sometimes bestow a thought on your absent friends 
at Pennington.” 

And can Isabella doubt it, or that 1 shall not be 
most anxious speedily to visit them again ?” exclaimed 
Adolphus, pressing the trembling hand which was 
oft'ered to him with peculiar tenderness and delicacy 
as he jumped into the chaise. Edmund, who had 
retained his station at the door, made him repeat his 
promise of keeping up a regular correspondence as 
soon as he should arrive at Austincourt Priory. 
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CHAPTER L. 


Adolphus in his journey to the Priory met with 
little interruption. The horses were spirited ; and the 
postillions skilful and expert drivers. And as lie 
caught a distant view of the beautiful old oaks which 
shaded the noble mansion of Sir Mildred Austincourt, 
beneath whose spreading branches he had passed 
many of his happiest hours with his beloved Edmund, 
and shared in the caresses of his then most kind and 
affectionate uncle ; where also his youthful heart first 
imbibed love’s soft passion in its purest state tor the 
lovely and innocent Theodora, his bosom sw^ellcd with 
a tide of the most tumultuous and painful sensations ; 
and that Theodora probably w^as no longer worthy of 
that love, made him experience a thousand indescriba- 
ble pangs, w^hich he found it a difficult matter to suppress 
as he approached to the residence of his beloved uncle, 
to whose embraces be was shortly to have the happi- 
ness of again being restored with an increase of affec- 
tion, of fortune, and bright unsullied fame, w hich no 
foul slander, or malicious rumours, could now tarnish 
or dishonor. And though Adolphus felt grateful that 
such were his present smiling prospects on his return 
to his native land, yet his heart sustained an almost in- 
supportable load, which he in vain endeavoured to 
shake off. 

When the chaise suddenly stopped at the entrance of 
the woll-knewii avenue, the loud riijging soon 
the porter to op<‘u the i^ates, which now ilew wdefe 
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open fo r-ecoivo him; and all fhe doincstira rushed 
forward and instantly surrounded the chaise with loud 
huzzas and the most joyful cong;ratuIation8. And 
tiicy bore Adolphus in triumph to the fond arms of 
his expectant uncle amidst a tliousand endcariiijr atten- 
tions and welcomes. 

The scene that ensued was most affecting. Adolphus 
flew into the outstretched arms of Sir Mildred, who no 
sooner pronounced — “ Welconie dear boy once more 
to these old arms! My poor wronged nephew, oh! 
welcome I” — than w'holly subdued by his emotions he 
fell back in his chair and burst into tears. While 
Ad«)lphus, scarcely less affected than his venerable 
relative, bent on his knee towards him, and pressing 
his hand to his lips exclaimed, — 

“ Ever dear, e%'er honoured uncle, 1 conjure you 
from this moment to banish all painful retrospections; 
all of which, at the sight of you, fades on my recollec- 
tion. My wrongs ! — do not mention them : I am 
restored to your aftection, 1 am reinstated in your good 
o|)inion, which I prized dearer than my existence, and 
they arc forgotten all. Permit me to say that 1 will 
never suffer you to repeat them.” ' 

Sir Mildred fiad now become more composed ; he 
had relieved his full heart, and again straining Adol- 
j)hus to his breast, while, with a look of unutterable 
fondness he surveyed the manly graces of his improved 
form and features, he uttered,-— 

Yes, I am not mistaken, you are still the pride and 
the darling of your unde’s heart. Heaven has stanip- 
od on that countenance the most noble lineaments id* 
iuau. How could 1 be persuaded to think my boy 
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otherwise !” and a tear ag;ain started in Sir MildiTid’s 
eye. 

“ Ah my dear uncle ! why will you thus persist to 
wound my feelina^s and to pain your owu?” cried 
Adolphus. 

Sir Mildred pressed the hand of Adolphus, and was 
silent on the subject on which he had imposed restraint, 
but was communicative on every other, except that the 
name of Theodora was mentioned with great circuui* 
Bpection by him, and he carelessly observed, — 

“ I don’t doubt but you are anxious to sec lady 
Theodora ; it is very natural ; you were children and 
playmates together you know. But we will go and 
surprise her in the nursery : I will be sworn she is 
tending her young”——— 

Here Sir Mildred seemed unwilling to proceed, pro* 
bably from some extraordinary emotion, which, he at 
that moment, discovered in the countenance of his 
nephew. And Adolphus equally unwilling to impress 
his uncle with an idea that Edmund had been at all 
communicative respecting lady Thcoflora, immediately 
exclaimed — ' 

Lady Theodora is then as passionately Ibnd of 
flowers as ever; and, as you observe sir, were we now 
to steal upon her, should probably And her engaged in 
the nursery with her young plants : some •£ which, 
1 presume, she has brought with her from foreign 
climes, and arc therefore considered more precious.” 

“ Yes, my dear boy, she certainly has brought some- 
thing with her from foreign climes,” cried Sir Mildred 
with an evidently suppressed sigh, “ but you can have 
no possible idea what that something is if Edmund has 
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not told you. It is Sn exotic of rather an extraordi- 
nary kind I promise you; and one you will least 
expect to see in the care of lady Theodora Percy.” 

To w'liich Adolphus replied^ but not without betray- 
ing a degree of agitation of which he was perfectly 
asliained in the irmnediate presence of his uncle. 

Indeed sir J jon prepare me to behold some cv 
iraordinary n<»YcI(y in the possession of her ladyship. 
Certainly I cannot for a moment doubt but it is an object 
equally worthy of her taste and observation.” And 
Adolphus added with a sigh, Theodora must bo 
much changed if either her taste, or her judgment^ 
lias iK'Come vitiated.” 

Theodora is changed then, take my word for it,” 
cried Sir Mildred. I told you that Ilaly had not 
improved her. However, niy dear boy, don’t let me 
frighten you ; there is no lover in the way that I 
know of.” 

Adolphus now blushed a colour of the deepest dye 
uliile lie answered — 

“ And if there was, Sir, it %vould bo a matter of no 
Tuoment to me, my heart is perfectly free from the 
charms of lady Theodora Percy.” 

Sir Mildred smiled — 

Ah ! yoil do not know her powers of enchant- 
ment,” cried he, she is a complete Circe ivith the 
i»cau(y of a Venus, to be plain with you, Dolphy, 
Theodora is Oh ! that cursed Italy but I shall 

no more — egad and now I look at you, 1 begin to 
Ihink I have said loo much already.” 

‘‘ You have said nothing, my dear uncle, that can 
at all concern me,” cried Adolphus, his countenance 
contradicting his assertion, to the no small amazement 
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of Sir Mildred, who had always suspected the passion 
that Adolplius Lad secretly cherished in his breast for 
the beautiful heiress, and he could not now account 
for his pretended apathy towards her. 

At length their conversation look another turn, 
and the virtues of the Morrison family became the 
topic on which Adolphus dwelt so warmly, that Sir 
Mildred smiled and exclaimed 

It is all very true, they are a most charming 
family ; they protected you when your own relatives 
turned their backs on you. I confess tliat you are 
bound in gratitude to respect them, and to do them 
the most signal service in your power. There is Miss 
Morrison too, a lovely creature ; only a little too apt 
to faint whep the name of a certain person is inen- 
tioued in her presence ! You understand rnc, Dolphy, 
Miss Mary Morrison is a very pretty girl ; and my 
nephew is a very fine young man, and I should not 
wonder if you have both fallen in love with one 
another.” 

To which Adolphus replied — 

I have a hig^h respect for Mary Morrison sir, ex- 
clusive of her being the daughter of my benefactor and 
the sister of my friend ; but as to love, that is, the love 
which so highly partakes of romance and ideal and 
imaginary happiness, which is all concentrated in one 
without whom we feel existence to be a burthen, 
why I certainly do not feel any thing of tlmt kind for 
Mary Morrison.” 

No, nor I should hope for any one else,” cried 
Sir Mildred, because, my dear boy, if Mary Morri- 
son is not worthy oV inspiring it, 1 do not know who is. 
By the bye, how do you like BcUa Montgomery • I 
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snppoBe Edmund haw prevailed on her to live at 
iiington since the death of his poor Julia. You siee 
my dear boy there was a heavy affliction suspended 
over the head of poor Edmund by the loss of audti 
a woman : for all who had ever known J ulia must have 
acknowledged her superior virtues as a daughter, and 
her exemplary conduct afterwards as a wife. Yet she 
was snatched away in one short, in one little hour 
from the arms of her fond adoring husband! Poor 
Edmund! my heart bled for his siiiferinge !” 

True sir, l)ut he bore them with the philosophy of 
a man and tiie fortitude of a Christian!’* cried Adol- 
phus. Never shall I forget the lesson he taught me 
of submission and of patience.” 

Well, well, I am happy to hear it;” cried Sir 
Mildred, and hope that Bella and him will shortly 
visit the Priory and add to the happiness of our pre- 
sent society. Meanwhile you shall give me a long 
history of your adventures ; and tell me tales about 
Scotland.” 

Ah! my dear uiicie! and they arc tales of which I 
;hail never be weary,” exclaimed Adolphus. 

“ Well, and I will own to you tKat, w'hen I was a 
!)oy,” returned Sir ISlildred, I have with the most 
glow'ing affection admired the natives of that romantic 
region ; where the spirits of departed warriors still 
speak in the winds, swim uyon (he clouds, or gleam 
upon the mountains”. 

And where adversity sir,” uttered Adolphus, at- 
tracts more regard than the smiles of fortune; where 
the liousoless liave a lioinc; and the friendless never 
Want a friend. Peace to the inhabitants of such a 
dime; for such 1 found them. Brave sons of Caledo- 

A 4 
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nia! may every blessing crown thy land of ^ bannocks 
and of barley meal/ ** 

Amen to that same prayer,” ejaculated Sir Mil- 
dred.” 

At that moment Sambo frisked into the room, be- 
traying no small symptoms of satisfaction, by shaking 
his ears, and looking wistfully in the face of his master, 
after which, he ran to the door through which he had 
made his entrance, and there squatted himself down, 
as if he was in the expectation of a visitor. At length 
Adolphus exclaimed, — 

^ What can this animal mean ?” 

The meaning is plain answered Sir Mildred, 
if the little creature had the gift of speech. Observe 
hia anxiety. He wishes to apprise us that there is 
some one approaching at whose arrival he tells you he 
is rejoicing, and is desirous of your being so too. Can 
any thing be more intelligent? Open the door my 
dear boy and let us see who the intruder is.” 

Adolphus obeyed the commands of his uncle with a 
trembling hand : — the door yielded to his toucii ; —and 
as it unclosed, the first object that presented itself was 
the lovely lady Theodora Percy. 
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CHAPTER LI. 


It 18 not in every instance that a beautiful and fiisci- 
nating exterior is the index to as pure and faultless a 
rnifid. Alas ! no : our expectations are too frequently 
deceived. Yet had Lavater been present at the open- 
ing of the door, fvlien Adolphus turned to survey the 
l>eautirul intruder whom he had given entrance to in 
the form of lady Theodora Percy, he would have pro- 
nounced that, on such a countenance, heaven had 
stamped the loveliest and most indelible impressions 
of angelic purity by which it was impossible to have 
been mistaken, when turning to Adolphus at the same 
instant that she involuntarily stretched forth a hand 
white as the downy plumage of the snowy dove, she 
exclaimed with the most fascinating sweetness,— 

I heard of your arrival Mr. Walsingham, and am 
rude enough to come to the Priory an uninvited guest 
on purpose to have the unspeakable happiness of wel- 
coming you on your return to your native country, 
and to congratulate Sir Mildred on so joyful and happy 
an event.” 

And truly if your ladyship had contrived to have 
been five minutes later,” cried Sir Mildred, “ it was 
our intention to have surprised you by walking over 
to Heath Cottage, instead of your stealing a sly march 
upon us.” 

Well I can only thank you for the honor you intend- 
ed me,” said lady Theodora, seating herself in a chair 
without ceremony exactly cqiposite to that (Kcupied by 
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Adolphus, who had yet pronounced but three words 
in return for the coi*dial salutation given him by lady 
Theodora, and they w^ere I thank your ladyship"’ 
uttered in a voice of such formal constraint and chilling 
apathy, that, it was scarcely possible they could fail of 
prodjUjpjng the, desired. effect in such a bosom as Thoo- 
dora^a ; whose every pulse was animated with the 
gipiv of the most tender and touching sensibility ; and 
the unkind and unexpected frigidity of Adolphus sunk 
deep into her heart, and chilled her inmost soul. 
Theodora, perhaps wholly unconscious that she had 
merited it, was not wanting in the inclination she now 
felt of returning it with that degree of offended pride, 
which, notwithstanding the extreme softness and sen- 
sibility of her disposition, she inherited from her father. 
She could not easily brook disdain in the form of any 
olgect towai'ds whom her affectionate heart had ever 
beat warm with sympathy and her judgment had ap- 
proved ; but though the manner of Adolphus was such 
as in any person to have excited the deepest and nrost 
lasting sense of resentment and even disgust, yet in 
lady Theodora it occasioned sensations of the most 
heart-wounding regret; and an anguish which was 
almost insupportable. But as there was an absolute 
necessity for its concealment, she summoned up Jill 
tlje resolution she was mistress of, and directed her 
conversation, for the remainder of lier short visit, to 
Sir Mildred, throwing as much gayety and non-cha- 
lence into her manner as she found it liccensary to 
assume under existing circuinstances ; so that alto- 
gether, she appeared highly ridiculous to Sir Mildrcnl, 
and very fir from amiable to Adolphus. For when a 
grave subject was started, she indulged in an imino- 
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derate (it of laugfarter ; and when reeily mirthful con* 
versatioii was pursued, she suddenly aflfected gravity : 
not glancing once towards Adolphiis tHl she arose to 
depart ; and then running to Sir Mildred she a6fected 
a hoiden laugh and told him that, the next time stie 
paid him a visit she hoped he would be in a' better 
humour, or that he would provide something more 
agreeably entertaining for her amusement, and pre- 
serve her from falling into a fit of the vapours,— 

For positivcdy, ’’continued she, carelessly twisting 
an elegant scarf round her beautiful figure in folds that 
only made its loveliness the more perceptible to the 
admiring eye, ‘‘ I have been ready to expire with 
ennui for more than three quarters of an hour, which is 
precisely the time that I have been here. You have 
been so interesting Sir Mildred, and and” 

Here Lady Theodora absolutely forced all the spirit 
she could muster into her lovely and bewitching coun- 
lenanco already criinsonet! with blushes of offended 
pride, wJiilc she insidiously stole a look at the petrified 
nud amazed Adolplins, — 

“ And your nephew,” uttered she, retreating with 
alfected paces towards the door, “ your nephew Sir 
Mildred has been so highly nmusing that, I positively 
shall feel quite impatient till I take an early oppor- 
t inity of again profiting by his intelligent and pleasing 
powers of social converse. Good niorning to you 
gentlemen, I shall be quite in despair if I don’t see 
you sliorlly to enjoy your lively and agreeable, chit- 
chat; — adieu !— no ceremony Sir Mildred — 1 can find 
niy way down stairs without the smallest inconvenience; 
and I can brush over your park as lightly as the gos- 
^uner that makes its bed in the leaves of the parti- 
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coloured daisy ; Biid cameleon-like i cliaoge as often as 
you please/* 

And befisre Sir Mildred bad time to recover frtmi tbe 
unexpected attack given him by lady Theodora, or the 
astonishment of Adolphus bad in any degree subsided, 
her ladyship had vanished from their hearing; and in 
a few moments they beheld her gliding, with the swift* 
ness of a fairy through the dark foliage of the trees; 
her white drapery, and light celestial blue scarf which 
hung loosely over her shoulders, giving to her elastic, 
delicate, and inexpressibly graceful shape the appear- 
ance of a sylph. Such were the proportions of her 
enchanting figure, that even thougli displeased with 
the levity of her manner, Sir Mildred could not avoid 
exclaiming, — ^ 

There^s a Circe for you! Did 1 not tell you that 
she was full of enchantment and witchery! Egad 
Dolphy, 1 hope she has not bewitched you already 
with her incantations ! Why you are spell-bound or 
tongue-tied ; for daring the whole tirae that Theodora 
was present I never recollect hearing you utter one 
wemd.” 

« 

To which Adolphus with an air of embarrassment 
he could not conceal replied, 

It was not necessary Sir; lady Theodora had 
speech enough for both of us.*’ 

Why yes, she has rated us soundly 1 confess,” 
cried Sir Mildred, ** and this is llieodora Percy ? 
Would you hare given credit to it Dolphy, that she 
was the lovely creature so timidly shy and apprehen- 
sive, that you may remember no one durst presume to 
s]>eak to her on pain of the displeasure of lady Austin- 
court. That foolish woman by her improper manage* 
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mcnt has entirely spoiled the girl in the same sort of 
way as she did her own daughters ; and you perceive 
that Theodora has been a very apt scholar; to which 
the air of Italy has added some few embellishments that 
shall be nameless. She can speak fast enough now 
Dolphy : can she not ?’’ 

And if lady Theodora does not speak more to the 
purpose than what I have heard her this morning 
Sir/* cried Adolphus, I shall be little inclined ever 
to become a listener. You prepared me indeed to 
find an alteration in lady Theodora Percy; but I did 
not expect such a one as I have just witnessed. I am 
pained — I am grieved— I am shocked beyond expres-^ 
sion to perceive a gayety in her manner so nearly bor- 
dering on levity ; and a boldness so nearly approaching 
to indelicacy.** 

Well, but she is still very lovely for all that/’ 
cried Sir Mildred. Did you ever behold a more 
lieautiful creature I” 

To which Adolphus answered with some degree of 
asperity, — 

“ But I am sure iny dear uncle does not think that 
personal charms will ever atone for mental defects, 
which I am sorry to see Theodora has so lately ac- 
quired ; and which, in my opinion, are like so many 
spots in the fair suii, dimuing, if not w'holly obscuring 
its lustre.” 

“ Well, well, Dolphy, it is all very true/* uttered 
Sir Mildred, nor can I controvert arguments so 
moral and so just. Yet, as Theodora is so very young, 
and has, with all her little gayeties, an excellent heart, 
and a most forgiving and tender disposition, 1 enter- 
tain Uie most favorable hopes of her l>eiiig suddenly 
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cured of all those foiblc^i, which, at present, blindfold 
my nephew’s eyes to the attraction of that bewitching 
beauty, to which he now' seems so utterly insensible : 
and' 1 have a shrewd i^uess who lady Theodora wdll 
take for her physician. In the mean time, as you are 
an excellent astrologer, I shall leave you to consult 
the planets to know who that physician may lie that is 
to effect this change in our little Theodora. A t dinner 
1 shall have the pleasure of introducing you to a sin- 
gular character. He is a poet, a bachelor, and a 
gentleman ; and notwithstanding all his excentricities 
1 am pretty certain you will like him. Make haste 
and finish your toilet, 1 expect Mr. Markland at the 
Priory precisely at the hour of six.” 

With these words Adolphus and Sir Mildred retired 
to their respeclive chambers. But such were the effects 
of the interview which he had hud with lady Theodora 
Percy, as to banish every other circumstance from his 
recollection, or render others only a secondary consi- 
deration ; and deeply did he lament that Theodora 
had ever possessed so powerful an iniluence-over his 
iieart, as to render him blind to the various perfections 
of such objects as*Mary Morrison and Isabella Mont- 
gomery; both of whom he now considered very far her 
superiors in those essential points which render the 
female character necessary to form tlie happiness of 
man. 

It is very hard however to think ill of those li^hom 
we have once loved dearly ; and Adolphus after having 
calculated on all the imperfections he now discovi^red 
in lady Theodora Percy could not so easily banish 
her image wholly from iiis heart, nor deny that her 
lavelinesHof person exceeded that of every other female 
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(lady Glentoy alone excepted) that he had ever yet 
beheld ; and that her voice in elxpression was melody 
itself. Vet what did this avail if he could not believe 
her to be equally faultless as she was fair. If he 
Could not live to prove this, to him the charms of The* 
odbhi could he nothing; and he determined, let the 
sacrifice cost him the most painful restrictions, oV ex- 
pose him to the most dangerous trials, to be' ^he secret 
inspector and faithful vigil over the future ' adtiohs 
of Theoddra^ in whose supposed impVbpriety of tori- 
diict respecting the mysterious Antonia both hithiseV 
and Edmund might still be deceived. And ifthistakeit 
in one essential point, might they not be so in othe^? 
Was Theodora to be condemned unheard? Was she 
not at full liberty to tell her story heforcihe passed thO 
irrevocable sentence on her as ^ell as that Of 

never uniting his destiny with hers. Odght he to pro- 
nounce this till he found her really gtiilty ? Sorely 
not: it was unmanly, cruel, and dishonorable to cherish 
suspicions against the honor of a female till conviction 
could he obtained of iijdis]r>utnble guilt; and no such 
proofs had certainly as yet appeared to criminate the 
character of lady Theodora. Even the mysterious 
conversation which had passed Ix^tween her and An- 
tonia was not sufiicient to prove the possibility of any 
action that might not be deemed strictly virtuous and 
chaste. And if Theodora was only guilty of foibles 
instead of vices, of those foibles might she not be 
cured? Certainly: and he admitted that his uncle 
was right in so charitable a suggestion. 

But Adolphus during all these reflections for^ to 
himself why his heart was making all these ex- 
cuses for tlie conduct of Theodora, when that heart 

4 a 
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had only a short time before utterly renounced her. 
Was it then hatred or love that now prompted this 
dose examination of his feelings? It was love my 
young satirist which, in spite of all thy philosophy, 
now prevailed ; and which now whispered that Theo- 
dora was still, with all her fiiults, dear to thy throbbing 
heart! 

As Adolphus found the weight of these reflections 
likdy to possess a very powerful influence over his 
feelings in subduing his resentment against the beau- 
tifhl culprit, who had alone inspired them, he hastened 
down stairs, and entered the grand saloon half an hour 
before the time that Sir Mildred expected to receive 
him ; and wholly absorbed in his reflections, did not 
observe a stronger enter at the opposite door who had 
been surveying him for some moments with the most 
scrutiniziug attention. At length Adolphus perceived 
him, and brdce silence by apol(^;izing in the following 
manner ; — 

In my uncle’s absence sir, 1 beg you will be seated. 
1 was not aware of your entrance, or should not have 
omitted my duty towards you.” 

To which the stranger instantly replied,— 

** My name is Markland ; I am certainly no stranger 
to your uncle, whom 1 presume to be Sir Mildred 
Austincourt; but am most anxious to learn who you 
are to whom I am indebted and feel obliged for so 
much attention.” 

“ My name sir is Adolphus Walsingbam,” cried 
our Orphan Boy with modest hesitation. 

« Indeed !” cried Mr. Markland, “ then ypu are the 
finest ypung fellow'I have set my eyes on in the king* 
dom of Great Britain, to which I am only just return- 
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ed after a perilous voyage over the Atlantic. On etiy 
arrival in this country, tihe £rst inquiry 1 made was tn 
know whether my old friend, companion, and sdiobt^ 
fellow was yet living. I was directed to Austincourt 
Priory ; to which place I set out post haste (for real 
friendship like real love will not brook delay), and 
in the space of a few hours, I had tlw satisfee* 
tion of being welcomed to the residence of my most 
dear and excellent friend Sir Mildred AusUnCenrt. 
Now roy dear boy you are in possession of my whole 
history, who I am, what I am, and for what purposes 
I came hither. 1 suppose too, you ima^ne I do not 
know any thing about you ; but you are mistaken ; I 
have heard yon spoken of a thousand timies 1^ ithe 
mouth of that angel lady Theodora Percy.** 

** Lady Theodora Percy sir f’ exc|aimed Adolphus, 
affecting what he did not feel, an indifference, wfaieh 
sat very ill on his embarrassed countenance ; and Mr. 
Markland looking at him with peculiar expresnon, 
exclaimed, — 

** Yes sir, it was lady Theodora Percy in whcmi you 
found, though absent, so warm and sealous a fitend. 
It was she who first drew the portrait of your diaiac* 
ter in such pure, artless, and fair colours that I have 
long been inclined to cherish the most favorable ira> 
pressions towards you. Nor can you wonder Mr. 
Walsingham when you had such an advocate as lady 
Theodora in your praise. On my soul there’s many a 
one would mivy you the happiness of being ranked so 
highly among the list of her particular fkvmntes.** 

Adolphus would have felt transported to the Aies 
at this ^seovery of the real sentiments of Theod<HW 
towards him lad not the idf» of the mysterious Ante- 
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ai» at moment presented itself to I^is imagination, 
and tbat be also was one of her ladyship’s rery pm’iti'- 
cidar &Yorit^, inatantaneously changed the nature of 
all those pleasing and raptnroos sensations which 
would, otherwise haye. taken possession of his soul. 
There was a necessity ho#eTer of appearing to be 
elated- et the communication ofiered to him by Mr. 
Mark|awd» <uid he answered with as much vivacity and 
oopiNisiire .as he could then muste'* to his aid,” — 
iiHilt .is impossible to feel otherwise- than highly 
hmM^Wed,! Sir, by the good ojnnion of lady Theodora 
PetVf* rHebit, peihaps, has made her think better of 
pe dmo. I- desOTve, for I have been, known to her ladyr 
ainoo the period almost of my earliest years ; but 
my hmg absence ’frtnn my native oountry has given, her 
Inp/ti^tWifiPportuiutieB of observing more minutely than 
shehas yet dope the .faulty in , my. disposition, which, 
one nearer. acquaintance, she may not be dieppsed to 
yieW-ln fb favourable a light as formerly,” 

“ Well, well, with that I hat’e notliing to do,” 
CciedMr-;-Mnrklmid,. ** you must settle that between 
yommelMe^NrAll: that I know-^bcfore yon arrived 
InA^siSfbO. was, high in her good graces, and it will 
beyiaiir )(^p hudt. if you do not study to deserve thcip.” 
.-They,, were Jm>W joined by Sir Mildred, .whose 
{Wprepce was a source of much relief to the surprised 
and half - subdued filings of Adolphits, who fplt^his 
hei^ g^atly softened in resentmmit against the .object 
cd his affection^, and yet .was very, -unwilling to .discp-. 
ver tbewtate,of(that heart, to tbe-keen inveatigatien.,of 
sodh a. man ae-Mr. MeikUmd. Happy, therefpref,wo8 
he when he beheld his uncle enter the salcmn»i:WhQ 
seemed highly gjratided dpd pleased at. the inU'pd/sP* 
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tH>n>; which bad already takea place between his 
aepbew: «nduhia 'friond',Mar]iliaiid; and wbil|tr''ttiey 
wene ftrther conversing en diierent. topics, a cluriage 
with superb, liveries, drove up to the avenue, and to 
the no small eurprise of Adolphus, Sir Mildred 
exclaimed — 

“There’s the dowager couhtesS of Vllleroy, her 
charming daughter, lady Angelina, lord Villeroy, and 
lady Elinor Mountsorrei. They are all iny invited 
guests this day at the Priory to a fonily dinner. 
Marky why dont you fly to meet them J” 

To which Mr. Markland dryly replied, “ becanse 
Marky is much better engaged in Conversing with 
your nephew. It is time enough to fly lyhen I belaid 
them here,, which I never fail to do whenever I have 
an opportunity. I, would not be compelled to sit two 
hours in the company of lady Mountsorrel, to escape 
from a journey to the Antipodes.” 

“ Oh ! but she is the destined bride of lord Ville- 

« 

roy,” cried sir Mildred, “ and it was a necessary 
etiquette to invite her whether, we like her or not.” 

“ The bride of Villeroy !” exclaimed Mr. Mark* 
land, “you astonish me; And I.>would say, out of 
pure good will, may that destiny never be the lot of 
so spirited a young fellow to be consigned to the arms 
of such a woman. By the ;!Lord I would prefer the 
life of a galley slave ; What say you Mr. Wnl- 
singham?” i : 

“ 1 have never bad the distinguished hononr of 
seeing the lady whom you aye so highly compliments 
ing,.Bir^” cried Adolphus smiling; “though I ihavo 
some recollection of her late }ord, who visited 
uncle l:^fere 1 left Eiiglaud.’” 
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** AM you MBBot have forg^otten the ^Villeroy 
fiUBily,** exctaiaied Sir Mfldred. You rem em ber 
tile little imiling Angelina, when she used to honour 
with her preBence our little rustic festivities. She is 
grown ^a prodigious fine creature, is not she Marky ? 
and is, 1 think, about the age of our Theodora.” 

To which Mr. Mainland replied — 

” 1 do not know what her age may be, but of this I 
am pretty certain — she has not one tenth part of the 
beauty of lady Theodora Percy, nor a twentieth part 
' of har good sense. I will venture to say this, if 1 do 
not aay any more. But mum, here comes your guests; 
1 must retire till the fetigtie of the first ceremony is 
oi^. The old countess ie enough to surfeit any one 
with her fulsome and ridiculous compliments, always 
out of time and out of place.” Mr. Markland, with- 
out furthm* ceremony, made his exit at an i^posite 
door to that through which the fellowing personages 
presently made their entrwice :p-> 

The dowager countess of Villeroy, leading in her 
hand her accomplished and beautiful dai^hter, lady 
Moantsoirel, leaning languidly on the arm of lord 
Villeroy, and last of all the fiiend and companion (or 
commonly called the toad-eater, for by that title she 
was denominated more tbam any other) of lady Mount- 
srarel. Miss tiri>ecca Mantle, in whose countenance 
thane appeared a peculiar and remarkable expression 
of good humour, arch pleasantry, and quick lively 
intelligence, which seemod to spedt volumes thongh 
she tiwuld never open Tier lips, which indeed were 
completely shot till tht jy were commanded to be 
unclosed for theamusemi mtofher whimsical mistress. 
In the figure of Rebeco I there was a stititing d^^ 
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mity, the disadvantage of which would render hfsr a 
complete foil when placed beside the uncomninf^y 
lovely and attractive form of lady Mouatsorrel, whose 
every limb seemed moulded by the hand of dm graces. 
It was owing to th» very deformity tiiat Mias |dhintle 
was always permitted the high and dfstingyiriird 
honour of accompanying her lady wherever ^e nras 
intimately known ; and from more formal partie8> 
Rebecca was seldom excluded. She had a fortunate 
knack of pleasing every body, and her want ot per- 
sonal attraction was never remarked whenever she 
opened her lips, for her voice was melodious, particu- 
larly when exercised, as it frequently was, in coBSoHng 
the sorrows of the unfortunate, and in repelling the 
tale of scandal whenever she heard it, and to which 
not even lady Mountsorrel could ever prevail on bm: 
to listen with the accustomed smiles of good humour 
she was wont to do on every other occassion. 

Lady Mountsorrel at the demise of her lord, who 
left her in the possession of ccmsiderable pr<q>erty, 
was desirous of seeking a companion to pass the 
months of her widowhood with in her solitary retire- 
ment on the borders of Wales, and it was some time 
before she fixed on a female suitable to her wishes or 
would conform to her taste. Several candidates came 
to offer their services, and to answer to the adv^j^ 
men! as written by lady Mountsorrel, in which<&Mi 
expressly forebade the approach of youth and beauty. 
Her ladyship added a singular postscript, which 
excited general observation— 

No person can be admitted as a companion for 
lady Mottmtsorrel, who is not -‘very ugly, and if 
deformed lady Slountsorrel will not have the sli^^text 
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otgection. No one need apply under thirty years of 

age.” ■ ^ 

' Lady MountsoiVel, however, had many applicants^, 
notwithstanding even this prohibition, biit on inspec- 
tion none were deemed worthy of this high place of 
Ifbhoiir and preferment till the appearance of Rebecca 
Mnntfe with W hump upon her hack, which was trifliug 
to be ^ure^ but quite sufficient to render her com- 
pletely odious by the side of her lovely mistress. In 
addition to which, Rebecca wore a w'ig of no very 
pleadiig colour, for it was a'red one, w hich coming in 
contrast with the beautiful dark auburn fresses which 
fell in profusion over the snoivy forehead of lady 
Mountsorrel, gave her companion an additional 
tilefnish, which, how^ever, all appeared as so many 
charms in the eyes of lady Mountsorred, and Rebecca 
was immediately selected for the enviable statfon for 
which ^o many competitors had sued in vain. 

It was hot long before she found herself coinpIefeJy 
•established in the favor and good graces of lier beauti- 
ful mistress, w^ho had discovered the innumerable ad- 
vantages which she every day derived from having 
such a quiet, ordinary, and obedient companion, and 
resolved that her favorite should always appear with 
her in public, liudy Mountsorrel immediately pro- 
vided her with all such apparel and ornaments hs were 
necessary for the occasion, and gave it out to all her 
numerous friends, that she was wtU and ititimately 
acquainted with the'family and connejcions 
Rebecca Mantle, who were of the most respectable 
origin, and which had indm^d her, in cbhseqf^cc of 
having learned of sbme pecuniary embarrtS^ttienfo bf 

her late father, to take the poor, distressed, drid diCWi- 
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tute Rel^ecca into her service, nay more, to make her 
a companion^ on the just pretence of the many amiable 
qualities which she possessed. 

The news spread like wildfire. Lady Mountsorrel, 
the fair, the divine, the chaste, the beautiful, the rich, 
lady Mountsorrel, w as the protectress of Miss 
and she needed no other canl of recommendation^ 
Neither her connexions nor her character or abili* 
ties could be reasonably doubted, when the leading 
star of llie bright and fiishionablc hemisphere, lady 
Mountsorrel, condescended to take her by the jhumdL 
To the countess of Villevoy Rebecca top wasalmost 
as accej)table an object, for the countess, like hter 
intended dauj^lilcr*iii’*iaw', had an utter aversion to all 
that was young and beautiful, except judeed to her 
pretty Angelina, and she invited Miss Mantle to al) 
her parties, and was excessively polite to her oi> all 
occasions. 

The next character that ap)>ears on the tapis, is tho 
right Itoiiourable lord Villeroy, thp declared lover of 
lady Mountsorrel ; that is, he had declared himself, 
i)ut she had by no means accepted him in that cha- 
racter, or had considered him in that point of view ; 
for lady Mouutsorrei had many lovers, ’and they all 
possGwSsed (*qual claims to her hand, while none could 
yot Imast of Juiving secured a place in her aflections. 
Lord Villeroy, however, was certainly the most 
favoured of the happy mortals, and though it was w^ell 
known that he was a gay seducer of the lovely aex^ 
and had been the destroyer of the peace and happi- 
ness of inany an amiable and virtuous female, yet he 
Was by no means disliked by lady iJlouhtsohrel oii thal 
account. With the countess of Villeroy her kulyship 
4 c; 
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also pressed a most powerful and magnetic iiiflnehce, 
over whose weak mind she had gained a complete 
ascendancy, and had already began to take in training 
the young, ihun formed, and lovely Angelina, in w hose 
disposition, however, there were a few decisive points 
which lady Mountsorrel had in vain endeavoured to 
overcome, and Angelina was as* unwilling to give up. 

Negtecfed by her mother till she was nearly sixteen 
years of age, she had been left solely to the siiperin- 
tcndance of a nursery governess, and had acquired her 
first haiiits of thinking in solitude, in wliich she was 
sometimes visited by her gay and volatile brother, w ho 
was the chief idol of liis infatuated and weak mother. 
She thought of nothing but lier darling son, w hile her 
neglected dai\g’hter was permitted quietly to blush 
unseen, and w'asfe her sw'eetness on the desart air,” 
without any enquiry l>ei«g made by the countess 
respecting the nature of her studies, or the progress of 
her accomplishments. Angelina was left solely to 
follow her own iiicliimtions, as far us the nursery in art 
old and dreary mansion could possibly extend, in the 
total absence of her mother or her gay brother, who 
had different objects and pursuits to attend to in the 
metropolis, than to Iwstow a thought on his neglected 
sister at Oakly Manor ; till, when the autumnal 
season was commencing, he proposed to his mother 
his annual visit to the country, which w^as generally 
for the term of six weeks, but the countess declined 
accompanying him, alleging as an excuse that her 
engagements in town would precisely take up the 
whole of that time, and which it was utterly impossi-* 
ble she could dispense with. 

Then if you are determined not to goj cried lord 
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ViUerov, wliy there isito ueeof any luKher delay in 
i»y intended plans. * Procrastination is the thief of 
lime.* I sliall s(?t off to-morrow morning for Oakly 
Manor.” 

“ Oakly Manor,” drawled out lady Villeroy, “ for 
lioavon's sake what business can you possibly liave at 
Oakly Manor ?” 

To which lord Villeroy immediately replied-— 

To see my sister. Perhaps yonr ladyship may 
now call to recollection that you have a daittbter 
there.” 

The countess felt endiarrassed, and her countenance 
heightened, although through a mask of Parisian 
rouge, while she replied — 

Oh ! true, I had quite forgot Angelina, which is 
not at all surprising when 1 have so many other things 
to think of. So you intend going tu see the poor 
child, do you Charles ?” 

At which lord VilleroJ’ burst out into a most immo- 
derate tit of laughter, notwithstanding the evident 
displeased looks of his mother, while he vociierated in 
no very gentle voice — . , 

“ Child ! ridiculous ! why Angelina is more than: 
sixteen years of age; it is time, I think, that she 
emerged from the nursery, especially when your lady-- 
ship must recollect that you were a wife and a mother 
when you were no older than Angelina.’* 

This was a sort of memorandum which the counttess 
could very willingly have dispensed with, and aha 
answered with a little petlohness— 

Keally Charles 1 cannot fatigue my memory with 
retrospections which dont happen to be very pleasing.' 
You well know that 1 was compelled to marry your 
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f«&6r ill obedience to tbe will of mine. It is what I 
do not like to. think of, becansc I loved somclmdy elec 
mikh better.” 

“ This is an observation w’hich it would be much 
jdeasanter for me to hear sopprc.sscd, lady Villeroy,” 
cided his lordship, mneh piqued. 

To which her ladyship replied — 

“ Theil why do you provoke me to utter unpleasin^ 
ttulhaf, Charles ? why do you remind me of circuin- 
Stanoes so extremely disagreeable ?” 

“ 1 reminded you only of my sister,” cried lord 
■yffleroy, “ and she is your daughter. However, lady 
Villeroy^ to be plain with you, when I return from 
Oakly Manor, if I find Angelina much grow% fn 
Stature, as I beheld her some months ago improved in 
beauty, I shall bring her with me to Portman Square.” 

The countess absolutely looked frightened, and she 
exclaimed in tremulous accents— 

** Brittg Angelina tb Pohman Square! Surely 
Charles you- cannot intend buy thing half so prepOs* 
teronst” ■ 

“ Yes, madam.” retorted his lordship with encreased 
petniance, where should tbe daughter of the earl of 
VillePOy’be brought to if not to Portman Square. It 
h the residence of her mother, and thebefore the most 
proper to receive a daughter in. In one word, I shall 
bring Angelina to town whether you like it or not.” 

Lady Villeroy Was profoundly silent ; she cbtfld ad- 
dnee no-argument against tlie proposition of hCr son, 
nor reasonably declare What were her motives for 
wishing her daughter tb remain in obscurity. Much 
less did sdie^dare to act in opposition to that son whom 
she herself* had taught tbe first lesson of disobedience 
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to li5» parent, namely his father; and she, hi« mother, 
now trcMiilded to disobey him. These were the friiits 
of her own indiscretion; they were seeds of her wrii 
planting; and if, instead of brin^inp; forth blossoms 
they produced thorns, lady Villeroy could not be sur- 
prised if she felt loaded by them. It is unnecessary to 
say that tiie wishes of lord Villeroy met w'ith no oppo- 
sition from his mother; she dared not dispute his 
authority. And the consequence was, that at the ex- 
piration of six weeks, the shooting Soasdn being over, 
lord Villeroy brought his sfeter to the arms ol^ tliough 
neither her fond nor expectant, yet certainly her great- 
ly astonished mother; who, in the little rustic lioiden 
she had not seen for two years, now behold a beautiful 
yoihig woman grown into the* full lovcjincss of female 
l>erfed ion ; fl)r, with a fate and figure of a youthful 
Ht^be, A‘i%cliila possessed a mind, which, thduglt it had’ 
never derived the advantage of a superior edut^Ubti, 
was by lialurc cast in ttic most pure and angelic itiould : 
atid the little knowledge she had gained was ilsefii!, 
though not ornamental ; and Mri. Rolins, the bitl lady 
who Jiad the cai^ of her, always, told her she knew 
more than her mother did, who wws bred in the school 
of fasinofiable elegance. She did not know her mother ; 
l>ut she knew that mothers ought to set examples to 
tlieir dmighlers ; and she believed that w’hen she should 
be thought sufficiently old enough to leave her nursery 
and live under the same roof with her dear mamma, 
that she should find dear mamma every thing that her 
fond and ardcitt imagination had painted, Alas ! poor 
Angelina! how wofully were your expectations deceiv- 
ed; and your fairy dreams of promised happiness, how 
quickly did tliey fade when hfdy Villeroy, giving an 
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involuntary start at the first glance of her boautiful 
daughter exclaimed, as lord Yillcroy led the lovely 
girl to a mother’s embraces, in a voice of the most 
chilling apathy,— 

** My heaven’s child, wh..t a may.pole you arc 
grown! and what abominabl’. stays you have get on ! 
"Why if I suffer you to wear them much longer they 
will completely spoil your figure, which appears as if 
it would be tolerable enougii. And that horrid pe- 
lisse, so short in the waist — pray child instantly take 
it off, and let me sec what nature has done for you. 
L<appet assist Miss Yilleroy to take oft’ her travelling 
dress immediately.” Lappet instantly attcndml, and 
Angelina was almost as instantly disrobed : her motlier 
being obliged to cenfess that, however faulty her stays 
might be, (here was no fault to lie found in the lovely 
and perfect form he rore her. A nd telling her that she 
was not at all contemptible, the mortified and disap- 
pointed Angelina was permitted to kiss the hand of 
l^y Yilleroy and retire to her cbainbe.ri where a 
shower of tears relieved the full heart of the lovely 
girl, and where her artless and afiectionafe bosom 
heaved the first sig^ of regret, beneath the splendid 
and magnificent mansion of her dear mamma, in the 
gay and elegant vicinity of Portman Square, at leaving 
the quiet and peaceable society of her nur -ery, in fhe 
solitary neighbourhood ofOakely Manor with her old 
governess. 

Meanwhile lord Yilleroy spared no pains ou the 
means of improving the education of his so long 
neglected and beautiful sister; of whose external ad* 
vantages he was excessively proud, and for whom he 
aow beheld coronets in view. And Angelina was ini* 



TWE TEST OF IKNOCENCE. 


573 


mcillatoly transplanted from the quiet nursery to the 
g*iY regions of the drawing room, and where no art 
w as now spared to render her a magnet of attraction. 
But all would not do. Angelina, hou'ever attract 
lively lovely, iailc d in attracting men of fashion to- 
wards her. There was a reserve almost bordering on 
childish liashfulness about her from which it was 
almost impossibh' lo persuadt' her to break through, 
and lord A' illeroy, tired of being her preceptor, turned 
her over to his ij)t»ther, who soon grew weary of her 
romantic chnrg(\ Tilt the divine lady Mountsorrel 
stej)ped in to aid the exhausted spirits ol the disap- 
pointe d ‘<uintps.s, who exclaimed, on seeing her lady- 
ship deM'en<I (Voii. a superb carnage followed by the 
siicnt Rehecra, — 

Here is thai divine creature lady Mountsorrel ! 
For heaven's sake Angelina don’t open your mouth 
before lier. 1 shall positively expire at the thought 
of jour appearing so horridly ignorant. If her lady- 
ship speaks io you, do not pronounce any more than 
merely nionsyllables I l)Og of you.” 

To which Angelina, with a peculiar archness of ex- 
pression, replied, — 

I shall sertainly obey your ladyship to the veriest 
nicety if you w ish it ; for how ever ignorant I may 
appear, I hope I shall always act consistent with my 
duty to my mother, by implicitly following her com- 
mands.” 

At this moment lady Mountsorrel appeared, and 
the countess instantly advanced to meet her dear be- 
witching friend with the following exclamation. 

Oh my heavens ! how rejoiced*! am to see you ! my 

5iweet delicious charming creature ! I have been Ian- 
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giusliing for the brinquot of your society ever since I 
heard you had secluded that lovely iniag^c in retiring 
shades. But I see you now, adored Elinor, and I am 
supremely blest I 

To which lady Mountsorrel with one of those inex- 
pressibly sweet srnih's which was always sure to dis- 
cover an unconnnonly btniutiful set of teeth answered, 
not but my emotions have been equally 
powerful my dear, dear lady Villeroy. I assure you I 
was not able to close my eyes the first night of my 
arrival at Belmont for thinking of our tender parting 
adieus, was I Mantle?” 

No indeed, your Uulyship was extremely restless,” 
answered the patient Rebecca. 

And agitated, w as I not Mantle ?” said lady 
Miountsorrcl. * 

Inconceivably so your ladyshij>” was the reply. 

But as Miss Mantle glanced her eyes towards the 
timid, .and now surprised, Angelina, she thought she 
could discover a suppressed smile of risibility, which, 
encountering at the same inomciit the inquiring look 
of Angelina^ instantly changed its expresijioii on the 
countenance of 3Iits Mantle to its iisnul mild and quiet 
contour. 

And tl).c tw o dear friends conthuied to converse in 
the same high-Hown rhapsodies. Eady Mountsorrel 
protesting Ijiut the friendship of lady Villeroy was 
dearer to licr than life itself; and liuiy Villeroy return- 
ing the compliment by declaring that lady Mount- 
sorrel w us the very soul of her existence. While 
every now and then an appeal w as made to Miss Man- 
tle for the truth of her ladyship’s assertions. 

The entrance of lord Villeroy |mt an end to the 
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sickening dialogue between them ; and fearing to 
encounter the lectures of her son, her ladyship for the 
first time introduced Angelina to the notice of lady 
Mountsorrel, who clasping her arms immediately round 
the neck of the lovely girl, exclaimed in a theatrical 
accent — 

“ ‘ Is she not more fair than painting can express, 
or youthful poets fancy when they lovef’ Good 
heavens, lady Villeroy, why did you not sooner intro- 
duce me to this lovely creature, with whom my heart 
tells me I shall be charmed to form a more intimate 
connexion.” 

Do you know what you are saying, Elinor,” 
exclaimed lord Villeroy; and her ladyship blushed 
deeply, “ by forming an intimate connexion with my 
sister there is only one expedient way.” 

“ And pray my lord what is that ?” cried lady 
Mountsorrel, affecting not to understand him. 

And his lordship instantly replied, — 

“ By your becoming the wife of him who adores 
you.” * 

And her ladyship blushed considerably deeper than 
she had yet done; apologized that she had an early 
appointment to attend ; and calling on Rebecca Mantle 
to attest it, permitted lord Villeroy to lead her to her 
carriage. 


4i> 
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CHAPTER LTI. 


Adolphus, totally unprepared to see the quests 
alr^dy described at his uncle's house, and much more 
astonished than pleased to discover that they had been 
frequent visitors at the priory during; his long absence, 
had by no means recovered from his surprise when 
they made their sudden entrance into the saloon, where 
a formal introduction immediately took place ; and he 
was pj^sented by Sir Mildred to each of the parties as 
the so long absent and tenderly beloved nephew of 
whom they bad heard such fre^quent mention. Tlie 
fine figure of Adolphus, added to the manly beauty 
of his countenance, which received no disadvantage 
from the rich glow which illumined his complexion, 
attracted the particular observalion of lady Mount - 
sorrel so greatly^that the eyes of lord Villeroy follow- 
ed her ladyship's in every direction ; and In? l>etniyed tlie 
most evident marks of displeasure, whcji, being seated 
next to Adolphus, she directed her \vlu)le attentions 
tpw'ards him. But this her ladyship citlier appeared 
not to notice, nor did not consider a matter of the 
slightest consequence. While Adolphus rather sedu- 
lously avoided, than sought for, any opportunity of 
rendering himself a conspicuous object with any one; 
and he received thq compliments of lady Mountsorrel 
with an elegant air of good breeding; but, at the same 
time, it was marked with a peculiar apathy; as he 
turned to survey the beautiful countenance of the 
young and innocent Angelina, who had only sdightly 



courtesytul to him uij Sir Mildred presented him to her 
notice and exclaimed, — 

Come Miss Viileroy, here is an old playmate of 
yours. Y ou must certainly have recognized Adolphus 
Walsingham when you came to the Priory to grace 
our rural festivities each succeeding birth«day of my 
hopeful sons. Don’t you remember your partner in 
the dance ?” 

To which, blushing deeply, Angelina timidly an- 
swered, for she beheld the piercing glance of inquiry 
directed towards her by lady Mountsorrel. 

“ 1 believe I should not have recollected Mr. Wal- 
singham. Sir Mildred, if you had not reminded me of 
the circumstance you alluded to.” 

“ Young ladies sometimes afiect to have very short 
memories,” uttered lady Mountsorrel, “ it would be 
singular indeed, if, having once seen Mr. Walsiugham, 
you should have forgotten him.” 

This lady Mountsorrel pronounced in a voice of the 
most fascinating sweetness ; while she extended a 
beautiful hand and arm to reach something which was 
handed to her by Miss Mantle, who in silence received 
it again from her lovely mistress with a quiet, but by 
no means unexpressivc look, as sbe turned her eyes 
on the countenance of lord Viileroy ; but they were in- 
stantly withdrawn wdieii his lordship exclaimed,-— 

“ What are you smuggling there Mantle? Come, 

I can partly guess the contents of that billet-doux you 
received this morning.” 

“ Oh ! for heaven’s sake don’t let us be bored with 
it now,” cried lady Mountsorrel, “ some other time 1 
bcseecli you.” 

“ Well but Elinor this is absolute cruelty,” ex- 



claimed lord Villeroy, there is no time like the 
present when Sir Mildred can give his advice how we 
are to act on so distressing an occasion. Miss Mantle 
have the goodhiesB lo produce the paper.” 

** I deSite Mantle that you will keep it quietly in 
yo^r possession,” cried her ladyship, in a half*playful 
half'seifotis tone.” 

“ Why this inflexibility Elinor,” uttered lord Ville- 
roy, consider the state of this unfortunate fiimily. In 
shC^ Sir Mildred, they are tenants both of lady 
Monntsorrel and me. They have cottages at Heath- 
wood, and having for some time past been sufiering 
the most abject want and penury, are incapable of dis- 
chaiging their rents; of which however, permit me to 
add, we have all been ignorant fill this morning, when 
aii application was made to Miss Mantle to deliver a 
petition to grant them some assistance. Now really 
I have no objection, provided they will immediatdy 
quit Heathwood with their wives and flimilics, who 
are labouring under the influence, as I understand, of 
a most contagious fever.” 

** How deplorable !” cried Sir Mildred. 

How firightiul !” exclaimed the countbss. 

“ And how intollerably provoking,” uttered lady 
Mountsorrel. “ What is to be done with this dis- 
agreeable business? What can be done with the 
miserable wretches ? 1 protest 1 am ready to expire 
at the thought of some of my domestics going near the 
habitations of these unhealthy people, fearful of the 
consequences which might ensue from infection. I 
hope Mantle you were very cautious when you sent the 
basket with some provision for the poor devils. You 
did not receive the basket again I hope at Mountsorrel.” 
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To which Mias Mantle replied^ — 

** Tour ladyship’s commands were implicitly ol^y« 
ed/’ and relapsed into her usual silence. 

When Sir Mildred, after a short pause thus seri-i^ 
ously addressed them. 

The distressing circumstance you hare stated my 
lord shock and afflicts me beyond expression ; for it is 
not only a private source of melancholy reflection, but 
may be suddenly productive of the most dreadfiil and 
general calamity even to ourselves as well as to our 
establishments ; to remedy which, we must instantly 
devise the most effectual means, not only to save the 
lives of the poor sufferers, but to act as a preservative 
for our own. At the same time permit me to say, 
there was a shameful neglect of duty, and a most 
glaring want of humanity in those persons employed 
in your service, by not having acquainted your lordship 
sooner with an affair of such immediate consequence, 
and for which there appeared an absolute necessity, 
even at the commencement of the distress of these poor 
and unfortunate pcopfe. I will despatch my steward 
to your lordship to-morrow morning to see what at 
present we ’can do to relieve them : meanwhile I would 
recommend that medical assistance instantly be pro* 
cured.” 

This plan was immediately adopted by lord Villeroy, 
who now began to think seriously, for the first t|me 
in his life, of the sufferings of his fellow-creatures* 
While lady Mountsorrel became dreadfully alarmed 
for her own peculiar safety; and that her ladyship 
thought was quite sufficient; she had not time to bes- 
tow a thought on any body else. And lady Villeroy 
was also equally apprehensivp of the contagious 
disease affecting either her own personal convenience 



or that of her darling son. Poor Angelina was quite 
forgotten in her extreme terrors; and Miss Mantle 
having no one to think of her remained very quiet and 
composed in affidrs so critical. Nor was the lovely 
Angelina very seriously alarmed. She had been 
taught to rely on the immediate protection and good- 
nesapf Almighty Providence, to whom she had always 
looked forward with hope and confidence; and under 
the reality of even the most perilous dangers and 
gloomy prospects could not easily be depressed. She 
thought it her duty however to console her mother 
the countess under the influence of her alarming ap- 
prehensions, and concluded her aflectionate assurances 
with the following observation : — 

“ Dear mamma why will you thus unnecessarily 
alarm yourself. It is very unlikely that the poor souls 
will any of thei\^ come to Avondale, which is a grcal^ 
distance from Heathwood; a‘iul it is very unlikely that 
you would see them in their present danger.” 

“ I see any of them I Oh'! the heavens forbid !” 
exclaimed lady Yilleroy, “ 1 Uould not see a sick 
person ibr the universe. There is something so horrid 
and languid in their death-like countenance, that I 
should shudder at t^c sight of them. ' Should not you 
ray sweetest Elinor.” 

“ Oh ! I should positively faint were I to see any of 
the squalid miserable wretches about the neighi)our- 
hood of Heathwood,” cried lady Mouiitsorrel, whom 
the countess had so tenderly addressed. I have like 
your ladyship a natural antipathy to a sick chamber 
and all invalids, have not 1 Mantle ?” 

“ Your ladyship is iiicoutestibly right,” answered 
Miss Mantle. 
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But you have not Miss Mantle,” cried the artless 
Angelina. Ah ! no : I remember when the poor 
old forester’s wife lay ill in her cottage and nobody 
expected that she would recover from her dangerous 
disorder, that you went to see her, and was not shock- 
ed at all at her pale and ghastly appearance ; nor yet 
afraid w hen she called you to her bed-side, and you 
asked her if you could give her any thing to do her 
good, and she replied,—*^ ‘ Heaven bless you, you are 
the only one who has asked me such a question since I 
have been grieved with my infirmity ; may god rew^ard 
you for it.’ — And you know Miss Mantle that the fol^ 
lowing morning poor old Sarah died. Ah ! Miss 
Mantle, you have a kind and tender heart, I am sure 
you have, though you won’t let any body tell you 
of it.” 

All eyes were now turned towards the young and 
lovely Angelina and the silent Rebecca. She had 
uttered this with a warmth and energy which she was 
unaccustomed to do on other occasiens, and her cheeks 
were heightened with blushes of the deepest Vermillion 
wlicn she perceived Mr. Markland, who had joined 
the party just as they sat down to dinner, regarding 
her with the most scrutinizing attention. While with 
looks of evident displeasure lady Mountsorrcl ex- 
claimed, — 

“ For heaven’s sake Miss Villeroy don’t horrify us 
with any more stories about Mantle and her old 
woman. I know she has a particular propensity to 
all these sort of things ; but then you know they would 
be ridiculous in any other person.” 

Oh perfectly so !” cried lady Villeroy. For 
instance, In lady Mountsoirel ami me : it would be 
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higUy preposterous to see us paying visits of cotido* 
lence in all the straw*built cottages in the neighbour- 
hood ; administering to the wants of little sick brats 
and superannuated old women. Not that I blame 
Mantle; it is really very kind of her.” 

And if you were to blame Miss Mantle for the ex- 
ercise of such humanity,” cried Mr. Markland, “ 1 do 
not think that your ladyship’s example would be a 
very general, or a very commendable one, to follow. 
1 for one would not subscribe to your ladyship’s 
opinion in that particular I assure you.” 

And without staying to witness what effect this 
speech had produced upon her ladyship’s feelings he 
precipitately arose from hid seat and quitted the room. 

‘‘ Markland is the most extraordinary personage 1 
ever knew,” cried lord Villeroy, as soon as he had 
made bis exit, “ but as we ifrc all well acquainted 
with the whimsicalities of his disposition, it would be 
folly either to mind or reflect on what he utters.” 

“ O I never fqpl offended with what the creature 
says,” exclaimed lady Mountsorrel, for I protest at 
times his rudeness is positively amusing. We are 
always quarreling, and it keeps up a constant variety 
in the course of our tete a tetes which would grow 
vapid without it.” 

To which Sir Mildred replied, — 

^ And your ladyship is right : it is tbe best way to 
deal with Markland when his remarks sometimes carry 
him a little beyond good manners. 1 always laugh at 
him ; and if we have at all differed in pmnt of argument, 
we by this means become reconciled again much better 
than if 1 liad professed myself offended. Notwith- 
^apding all his oddities, I hold him to be a roan of 
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the most sacred integrity, and consider bis friendship 
to be invaluable.” 

As the evening approached and had considerably 
advanced before the party broke up, lord Villeroy 
held a long conference with Sir Mildred respecting 
the unfortunate families at Heathwood, which were to 
be supplied with every nourishment and assistance 
which their deplorable situations stood in need olj 
from persons w ho w'oro to be appointed to inspect the 
nature of their calamities, and for whose future sup- 
port Sir Mildred proposed that a liberal subscription 
should be made us soon as the present inconvenience 
Itad subsided. 

Well, but my dear Sir Mildred,” cried lady 
Mountsorrel, what is to be done about returning to 
the neighbourhood of Heathwood while the fever 
rages. I positively cannot t*Iunk of living at iny own 
residence ?” 

Nor I, I am certain,” cried lady Villeroy, cannot 
think of going to Avondale under the .apprehension of 
catching the dreadful contagion. I should be so 
afraid of Charles if he attempted to stir out.” 

To avoid w hiclli it is my intention to detain you 
all prisoners here at Ausducoiirt Priory,” exclaimed 
Sir Mildred, with a cordial and benevolent smile, it 
is, I think, spacious enough to hold all my guests. 
What say you, lord Villeroy, fo such a plan ? and 
you, my lovely widow', do you accept of my invitation 
Lady Mountsorrel smiled bewitcfaingly, while she 
otfered her sincere acknowledgments to Sir Mildred 
for a proposition so exactly concordant with her pre^ 
sent feelings ; the nature of which, whatever they 
might be, had the eflect, as she glanced towards AdoL 
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pfaus, of adding the most brilliant colour to her lady- 
ship’s really beautiful complexion. 

A similar return of thanks for so generous and 
ijiriendly an offer 'was also tendered by lady Villeroy 
and her son, and the amusements of the evening passed 
off with encreasing hilarity. 

Mr. Markland not being visible till the supper 
hour, lady Mountsorrel and lady Villeroy continued 
uninterrupted to enjoy the full flow of their thought- 
less and unceasing volatile spirits, of which Adol- 
phus^found himself in a disposition by no means to par- 
take ; nor was the idea that the visits of his uncle’s guests 
would now be considerably prolonged at Austincourt 
Priory ver\' gratifying to his vanity or plejising to his 
thoughts, as the continual interruption of such society 
might consideraldy impede the progress of his plans 
with lady Theodora Percy, for whom his licart still 
beat, though he endeavoured to stifle the flatterer w ith 
the most unconquerable affection, and for whom he 
now experienced the most alarming fears and torturing 
apprehensions ; and, in a supposition that her health 
might be endangered by the contagious disease which 
had already spread its Iwineful aiVl pernicious effects 
Aroughout the neighbourhood, Adolphus, when he 
retired to his chamber, passed a sleepless night ; he 
wished to apprize lady Theodora of the perilous 
hazard she ran in taking her walks so near to 
Heathwood, but he knew Jiot what pretext to make to 
his uncle in order that he might wait on lady Theo- 
dora in person, without seeming very solicitous about 
hmr welfare or concerns. This was no time for cere- 
mony, however, when Theodora was the object, and 
as he could not enjoy any repose^ he ai'ose as soon as 
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the morning’s light began to gleam through the win* 
dows of his chamber, and without disturbing any of 
the domestics, he found his way down the great stair- 
case, and unclosing the gates of die portal, was in a 
few moments at the extremity of Sir Mildred’s Park, 
and on the high road which led to the habitation 
lady Theodora Percy. 

It was one of those mornings when the sun seemed 
uiiH tiling to yield its kindly influence to the earth ; 
the air was moist ond chilling, and the whole tempera- 
ture of the atmosphere seemed to promise the most 
untavourablc weather. Notwithstanding which, Adol- 
phus felt no inclination to turn back, although he Imd 
more than three miles to go over the Heath,, which 
was at this season of the year bare and desolate of 
every charm ; scarce, howev^r, had Adolphus advanced 
a quarter of a mile on his journey before he discovered 
a female figure standing at the door of a small hut, 
which, after a few niiftnents conversation with the 
owner, a poor old squalid woman, approaching near 
to seventy years of age, she suddenly quitted, and 
darted with the velocity of tlie nimble tooted bind, 
followed by its vigilant pursuers along the borders of 
the wild heatii. Perceiving that she had attracted the 
observation of Adolphus, she redoubled her pace, and 
would instantly have iieen out of sight as well as 
hearing, had not the large grey cloak in which she 
was enveloped fell off her shoulders, and disclosed to 
Adolphus, not the countenance of an entire stranger, 
but the arch, pretty, and expressive face of lady Theo- 
dora Percy, in whose fresh and roseate looks health 
glowed in its most beautiful an^ animated variety ; 
but who Mushed extremely at being thus disrobed of 
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Iief clodc and bonnet, for the wind had blown both to 
the ground, and which Adolphus had been at no small 
pains to prevent, being blown a considerable distance 
further ; and which having rescued from the fury of 
the t^inds, he approached and presented her with, and 
ventured to enquire kindly after her health— 

“ Which, if 1 may judge from your looks, lady 
Theodora, is wholly free from the effects of indisposi- 
^on ; but prey, pray be cautions. I came hither this 
mottling on purpose to apprize you of the danger in 
which you might unwarily be led in your walks near 
JEieathwood, the inhabitants of which are now under 
the influence of a most contagious disease. Do not 
venture there, I beseech yon. Sir Mildred has 
endured much apprehension and anxiety on your ac- 
count ; and I - — lady ‘Tlioodora have not been 

unconscious of your danger.” 

Adolphus bad during these few words walked some 
paces by the side of Theodora, in which she had 
eraplo}'ed herself by adjusting her cloak and bonnet, 
after which she smiled, and courtseying to Adolphus, 
thanked both him and Sir Mildred for their kind 
intentions. 

“ But pur caotion is too late,” added she, “ I have 
already been more than once to visit the poor unfortu- 
nates at Heathwood ; nay, I am now only just returned 
from one of the infected cottages. The old woman 
with whom you saw me conversing, is the grandmother 
of four children who this morning all died of the fever.” 

“ And pu, you lady Theodora, have entered that 
cottage, exclaimed Adolphus in the most agitated and 
fear-struck accents ; and forgetting at that moment all 
resentment towards her on whom he still unutterably 



589 


THE TEST OJP^I^NOCENCE. 

doated, you have heedlcsnly exposed yourself to 
this danger; why, why were you so incautious?"’ 

“ To which lady Theodora i mediately replied, — 

‘‘ O fear not for me ; I shall take no harm ; and if I 
do, I sliall not he the first wlio has suffered in the per^ 
fiirmauce of my duty. For where is there a duty more 
indispeusibly necessary than the discharge of that 
wliich is owing to the helplessness of the sick and the 
unfortunate.’* 

“ (Jranting it to be so,” answered Adolphus, and 
1 do not say that it is not, it is by no means a necessary 
duty that wc should neglect our own personal safety. 
You are under a mistake my fair friend if you suppose 
that Providence would exact of us such unreasonable 
sacrifices, liut come, the wind blows cold, and the 
air is vapourish and damp : let me persuade you to 
return home immediately.” 

The fond solicitude, and the impatient anxiety 
wliieh softened the countenance of Adolphus as he 
addressed these w ords with an expression of kindness 
too marked to be mistaken in their meaning on lady 
Theodora were hbwever lost, as they did not appear 
to make any very perceptible change ; for she relaxed 
into her usually sportive and playful manner towards 
him as slic smilingly answered, — 

Well it certainly was very imprudent of me to 
endanger the safety of others if 1 had no regard for 
my own. I had quite forgotten objects whom it is 
iny duty, as well as my destiny, to shield from all harm. 
I liave the charge of a little foundling Mr. Walsingham, 
w hoin I have promised to prot^t ; and 1 would not 
for my existence that the sweet innocent should perish 
tlirough my negligence. But why this involuntary 
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start of surprise ? Ah ! you must not tell me that you 
were ignorant of this circumstance: I well know that 
you have already been informed of it.” 

I will not deny it lady Theodora cried Adol- 
phus. But come^ though you have not invited me 
to Heath Cottage, yet I will avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity in witnessing the charms of your little proWg6e, 
She is, I am told, uncommonly licautiful.” 

And of whom did you receive this intelligence?” 
demanded lady Theodora with a blush instantly over- 
spreading her features, Not from your uncle Sir 
Mildred Austincourt : he would be the last to dwell 
on the perfections of poor little Frances; for he does 
not like the child. From whom then did you receive 
your information Mr. Walsingham?” 

Adolphus looked really embarrassed; and lady The- 
odora enjoyed his confusion. At length ho answered,— 

“ Your inquiry is somewhat abrupt lady Theodora.” 

To which she instantly retorfed w ith an assumed air 
of gayety,— 

Nay don’t fatigue your memory; if you cannot 
recollect, it is quite iminateriai to me who has spoken 
to you of little Frances, provided that they have only 
spoken the truth.” 

The earnest and impressive look which Theodora 
now turned upon Adolphus did but increase the former 
marks of embarrassment that he had betrayed ; and he 
felt the most intolerable repugnance to renew a sub- 
ject, which, not only created in his breast the insup- 
portable pangs of heart-wounding jealousy, but he 
also felt the utter impossibility of revealing the con- 
fidence w^hich had been reposed in him by Edmund, 
could not do this consistently with honor and 
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integrity ; and he therefore determined that such com* 
munication should be buried in the secret recesses of 
his heart; and not knowing how to repair the mischief 
he had made by having excited the curiosity of lady 
Theodora, he suddenly attracted her attention to the 
weather, which presaged a coming storm, and intreat- 
cd her permission to conduct her in safety to her own 
habitation ; to wdiich she replied,— 

Certainly'if you feel so disposed Mr. Walsinghatn, 
and are not afraid of hazarding the displeasure of Sir 
Mildred, why, 1 cannot possibly have any objection. 
So if you please, I will put myself under your protection 
till I at least arrive at Heath Cottage, where I shall 
be happy of your company to brmikfast, which has 
been waiting for me these several hours.” 

And lady Theodora wilhout any hesitation passed 
her arm through that of Adolphus ; who, at this mo- 
ment, w^ould have considered himself the happiest of 
all created beings, had not one reflection, one soul- 
harrowing refloclioii, that there yet another arm 
besides liis own on which Theodora had rested for 
support, floated across his imagination and embittered 
the sweets which he might otherwise have enjoyed in 
her fascinating society. This thought hovvev^er not 
being communicated to lady Theodora, she uncon- 
sciously shone in all her charms of the most lively and 
animated conversation. In every action there was 
grace ; in every look harmony ; and in every word ex- 
pression. And as Adolphus passionately gazed on her 
lair and faultless face, he could not help feeling the 
full force of his uncle’s observation, that lady Theo- 
dora possessed the power of enchanting the senses in 
a very superior degree; and that she indeed was a 
bewitching Circe. 
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Adolpbus having partaken of a very elegant repast 
now apologized to lady Theodora that he could not 
prolong his stay at Heath Cottage ; and at the same 
time informed her what personages were now Sir 
Mildred^s guests and on a visit at the Priory. Whe- 
ther this communication was pleasing to lady Theo- 
dora, was not to be determined from her manner and 
tone of voice, for she exclaimed with encreased vivacity— 
Oh ! 1 have seen and I know them all except lord . 
Villeroy. Him I have not seen, but I have a great 
respect for his amiable and lovely sister, whom I have 
visited at Avondale very lately ; and tliare I first 
beheld lady Mountsorrel, after which Mr. Walsing- 
ham, I never repeated my visit. I have an aversion to 
that woman not merely grounded on prejudice. 1 have 
some ostensible reasons w]iich I shall not at present 
disclose to any one for disliking her. I^oor Rebecca 
Mantle, I pity her. Ah ! Mr. W'alslngham, I could 
tell you such a story about ^Miss Mantle ! Lady 
Theodora paused, sighed heavily, and exhibited a 
countenance wliicli reflected in purity that of a pitying 
angel. 

Adolphus at tliaflc moment felt a doubt of the inju- 
rious suspicions which Kdniund Itud inspired liiin with 
against this lovely and bewitching creature. He arose 
to depart, and taking the hand of Theodora, was 
about to press it to his lips, when the thought of the 
young Antonia again tortured him almost to phrenzy* 
The beautiful hand remained in the same position in 
which he had taken it, and in a voice scarcely audible, 
he pronounced — 

Theodora ! dear lady Theodora ! heaven forbid 
that 1 should persuade you to drive from your heart 
any impressions which may induce you to think 
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tkvourably towards the silent and almost dumb comt^ 
panion of lady Mountsorrel ; but for heaven’s sake io 
not encourage mystery and concealment, in wb^ 
purity so frequently wears the semblance of guilt — and 
all is wrapt in fearful doubt and suspicion/’ 

The agitation of Adolphus was predominant almoat 
in every feature. His complexion had changed to an 
aidiey paleness, and in ticniulous accents he bade lady 
Theodora farewell, with a promise that he would take 
an early opportunity of visiting her again. 

Oh ! whenever you think proper, Mr. Walaing^ 
liam," answered lady Theodora, with assumed indif- 
ference ; for that her manners were now only assumed 
was pretty evident from the changes of her expressive 
countenance. 

You may come and go just as you please without 
any interruption, for I shall never give you a formal 
invitation. Heath Cottage is always open for the 
reception of niy friends, and I arn always happy to see 
them there/’ 

Adolphus bowed /Old now respectfully retired, in a 
state of mind by no means enviable,* for he doubted, 
while he felt but too couHcioMis that he unutterably 
loved ! and though jeulousy, the green eyed mon- 
ster,” haunted him in every shape, he could not 
thoroughly persuade himself that the lovely creature 
with whom he had just separated, on whose counte- 
nance there did not appear the slightest vestige of art 
or dissimulation, could be the imposing object that 
Kdmund had described ; and he doubted not but time 
would elucidate those mysteries in which Theodcura 
was so unfortunately connected ; or that she herself 
would one day or other reveal them to his knowledge, 

1 F 
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sluMild ail entire and implicit confidence l>o established 
b^weeti them, which must ultimatel}: be the case 
be£^e he could declare the deep interest he had taken 
m lier concerns, or the influence she held in his heart. 
Cautiously therefore did he determine to unveil the 
secrets of that heart to the observation of his fair 
enslaver, and faithfully to watch over her actions with, 
if possible, the circumspection of an impartial eye. 
He had indeed this niorninii^ followed her unconsciously 
to one of her private haunts in the neijrhbourhood of 
Heathwood, and in what character did she then 
appear? — in that of an angel of compassion, adminis- 
tering to the wants and infirmities of her fellow-crea- 
tures, and to whose assistance slie had chearfully 
flown in the hour of calamity, regardless of her own 
personal couveliience or the danger which surrounHed 
her. This was the first action he had traceii m the 
conduct of lady Theodora P<^'*cy, sino? he had taken 
upon himself to become the secret guanlian of all her 
designs, and with this malice itself could not find a 
fault.” 

Witfi his mintf occupied by these reflections, Adol- 
jpkhuB returned to the Priory, where his absence had 
scarcely been remarked, owing to the lateness of the 
hour at which the guests of Sir Mildred had assembled 
in the breakfast parlour, ilie honours of wliich were 
.kindly undertaken by Miss Mantle ; neither lady 
Villeroy nor lady Mountsorrel being ever visible till 
the approach of noon, for both these ladies closely 
copied each other’s peculiarities and most favourite 
propensities on evefy occasion, and consequently they 
lx)th preferred taking breakfast in their own apart’* 
ments. 
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When Adolphus lunde his entrance, therefore, 
only found his uncle, to whom he instantly related his 
adventure with lady Theodora Percy, of his encoiiii- 
ierinir her ladysldp at the door of the old woman's hut, 
and of the relief which even at so uRUSually an early 
hour she had been administering to the wants of the 
poor sufferers. At which Sir Mildred expressed his 
w iwm approbation, while ho added with a smile — 

And so Dolphy you could not rest till you had 
apprised lady Theodora of her danger 

It was iny duty, Sir. 1 should have done that if 
1 had not i egard{*d lady Theodora any more than an 
entire stranger/’ replied Adolphus, with no small 
symptoms of embarrassment resting in brilliant glows 
on his complexion. 

Why certainly,” cried Sir Mildred, notappearing 
to notice jiis confusion, yoiing and beautiful 
{(•nude like Theodora, it must be admit ted merited this 
mark of attention , and i repeat that it was certainly 
u‘;y kind of yon to riscitt break of day at this unpleas* 
ii)g seastm of the yt^ar, and journey full five miles 
over an uncomfortable wild heath, for the strict per- 
ku mance of yotir 'ditty. Well, 1 Jiope- Theodora 
treated y(m kindly after all the trouble you had taken 
oii her aceouni.” 

To whicii Adolphus replied — 
i am perfecily satisfied, Sir, with my reception at 
Heath Cottage, and shall certainly repeat rny visit 
at some future opportunity.” 
i dont in the least doubt it, nor can you suppose, 
dear i>ov, that 1 iuue the slightest objection,” 
aiinvered Sir Mildred, “ only have a care of Markov, 
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lie is a «reat admirer of Theodora, and very intimate 
with her.” 

** Very intimate with Theodora, my dear uncle,” 
cried Adolphus in agitation. 

And Sir Mildred, laughing most heartily, exclaimed— 
“ Why zounds, Dolphy, what is the matter with 
you ? You are desperately in love indeed, if you arc 
jealous of poor Markey.” 

To which Adolphus, ashamed of the sensation he 
had exhibited, coldly replied — 

** I am not aware, Sir, of being in love at all.” 

No — truly it is an enemy that seldom opfsnly ad- 
vances,” retorted Sir Mildred, “ for it comes upon 
us by stealth, and when we are least aware of its 
approaches or least able to resist its insidttous attacks.” 

They were now joined by lord Villeroy, Mis;; 
Mantle, Miss Villeroy, and Mr. Markland, the last of 
whom entered the room exclaiming to his Iordshi[), 
with whom he had been conversing on the present 
calamities at Heathwodd — 

But I tell you again, my lord, that you are wrong, 
decidedly wrong, by the example of your ill seasoned 
cfeniency to sncl^ a fellow ; and zbunds, now 1 come 
to think seriously of the business, you have shewn no 
clemency at all ; the term is improper : you have only 
given that unprincipled and unfeeling monster, a more 
reasonable pretext for disobeying your commands. 1 
tell you what, my lord Villeroy, had he been a steward 
of mine, he should not have continued on my estate 
another day. 1 would instantly have discharged him.” 
To which lord Villeroy replied— , 

** How could I act otherwise, Markland. when lady 
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Mountsorrel condescended to plead in his behalf? To 
such a pleader what could I advance ?’^ 

To which Markland stationing himself ' in his old 
favorite elbow chair very quaintly replied,— 

To such a fiddle-stick’s end. I should have acted 
with justice, if all the titled ladies in this kingdom or 
any other had plc^adcd for such a good for nothing 
scoundrel. And between you and I and the post iny 
lord, if the fellow had been meritorious instead of 
notorious, it is not clear to mo w helhcr her ladyship 
would have been his advocate at all. Some men 
advance? to high posts and distinguished honors in 
these days of refinement and taste by only having their 
follies and vic€?s to recommend tliem ; and this is the 
case, as I should suspect, wdth your lordship’s honor- 
able steward Mr. Varnry.” 

Lord Villeroy war; silent anti I'elt abashed. 

Methinks you are unnecessarily severe IMarklaiul,” 
at length cried Sir Mildred. May I be permitted to 
inquire what Varney lias done to displease you.” 

Ask his lordship,” replied Markland grufly, “ he 
is acquainted with all the merits of the^case and will 
inform you rightly.” 

Lord Villeroy, now called upon so pointedly, felt 
himself piqued and embarrassed, and after some hesi- 
tation, threw a disdainful, or rather a reproachful, 
glance towards Mr. Markland, and addressed Sir 
Mildred as follows : 

“ Respecting the merits of the case, w e will if you 
please, leave merit wholly out of the question, since I 
Ixdieve there is but little attached to it. You must 
know my good Sir Mildred, tlmt I deputed Varney 
some time ago (u call on of my tenaiiltf at Heath- 
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wood and investigate the true nature of their distresses, 
which they had urged as excuses for the non-payment 
of their rents, and if he found them really in want of 
the common necessaries of life, as had been repre- 
sented, to supply them with some small sums of money 
to relieve their immediate necessities, and that I should 
not require a return of the same, till, by a renewal of 
their strength and industry, they were enabled to give 
me some testimony of gratitude, by working in my 
plantations.'’ 

To w luch Sir Mildred replied, — 

And let me tell you, that this was a very fair and 
honorable plan of your lordship’s. You could not 
have done better if you had been sitting in the court of 
equity to render the decrees of justice* But pray 
proceed ; I am all attention*” 

And lord Villeroy continifed. 

Well Sir Mildred, I regret io say, that Varnej, 
so far from having executed the commission with 
which he was cliarged, extorted Ihe money due for the 
rents from many of these poor unfortunates ; by which 
merciless cruelty, they have liecn driven, i’rom the 
shelter of their habitations ; while others lay ill of the 
fever which now rages in the vilUige, or |)erished 
through the pressure of immediate want. By inert? 
accident 1 have discovered the oppressive tyranny and 
villainous conduct of the unfeeling Varney ; and 
though I have certainly not discharged him from my 
service, yet, I shall never be persuaded to receive hii*'. 
with confidence again.” 

And this is the only part of the business in which 
youi lordsliip docs noi appear to act coinistently 
retorted Sir Mildred* Varnev is a bare wretch; 
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and he who w'onkl not shew mercy to others, haft no 
right to expect that it will be tendered to him. Besides, 
there is danger in retaining such a man in your ser- 
vice ; ft is more than prohable that he may deceive 
you again. '^Fhere is nothing to plead in his behalf; 
and were I your lordship, 1 should instantly discharge 
him.” 

‘‘ Your arguments are just Sir Mildred,” cried lord 
Villeroy, Varney shall quit Avondale this evening; 
even tliough Klinor herself were to contradict my 
authority.” 

That her ludyship should reasonably object to 
iich.an exceeding proper arrangiuiient excites my 
iistonishnient,” uttc^red Sir Mildred, however my 
lord, if yon are not utterly *l)liiid to your own interest, 
you will not he persuadeil to act contrary to your 
nclinatioii” 

Which now promjhs me to follow your advice,” 
said lord Vilhuoy. Mr. Markiand, will you do me 
ihe favor of being my deputy on this occasion. Have 
the goodness to write to Avondale and inform Varney 
that 1 no longer require his services ; and desire that 
he will quit my house on the notice here given; and 
that he will surrender up all his accounts and other 
[)aper8 that he may have in his possession. 1 will for 
once be arbitrary, Elinor's foolish and absurd pro- 
t>eusities cannot alw^ays Ik? complied with. Yes, yes, 
i will once be master of my own authority.” 

And lord Villeroy paced the room iu a little agita- 
tion, and tearfully starting at the sound of every tbot- 
step, apprehensive that it might be lady Mountsorrel, 
to the no small amusement of all the present company 
hut Rebecca Mantle ; on whose mild countenance 
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there was a reflection of some of the unpleasing sensa* 
tions, which, at that moment, occupied no small share 
in the breast of lord Villeroy* Rebecca Mantle 
looked pained ; but as she uttered not a word, nobody 
could And out what was the cause of her present in- 
quietude. And lord Villeroy, he did not look pleased, 
in the fear that somebody else would not be so. Mean- 
while Mr. Markland enjoyed with a satisfaction he* 
could ill conceal, the success of his timely interference. 
For had lady Mountsorrel been present, he would have 
despaired of obtaining a victory. And in answer to 
the foregoing speech uttered by lord Villeroy, he ex- 
claimed, — 

‘‘ Bravo! bravo ray lord ! never let this spirit down; 
you cannot imagine how mlmirably it becomes you. 
Does it not Sir Mildred ? I tell you what my lord, 
were 1 to marry the lady Mountsorrel, which heaven 
forbid, being your lordship’s destined bride, l>ut 
were I to marry lady Mountsorrel, I would make her 
respect my authority, or she should have none of her 
own 1 promise you. Wives were imde to obey their 
lords and masters, and” 

“ Cca.«e your funning, force, and cunning'* 

was now distinctly warbled forth by one of the iimwI 
enchanting female voices in the whole world. 

And lord Villeroy rapturously exclaimed — 

It is my Elinor ! not a word more I beseech you 
Markland about Varney. It would be barbarous to 
change those soft melodious notes into discord and 
strains of anger. I could not bear to put her in an 
ill humour now.” 
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Sir Mildred looked reproachfully at lord Villeroy 
but was silent ; while Mr. Markland advanced towards 
the middle of the room on liis way to the door to 
wliich he was hastily retreating and vociferating as 
loud as he could bawl — 

" If to her share some female errors fell, 

“ Look in her face, and youMl forget them all.** 

My lord Villeroy, I bid you &rewell. In two hours 
hence I shall be on my journey to Avondale punc- 
tually and conscientiously to perform your lordship's 
commands." 

Mr. Markland had now reached the door, and lord 
Villeroy intreated him to return; to which be an- 
swered, — 

** No my lord, I will give place to a brighter 
luminary. Meanwhile, I W'ill make all possible de- 
spatch to lighten your darkness on the road to Avon- 
dale." 

And instantly closing the door after him, prevented 
the possibility of any further countermand being made 
to his intended expedition. 
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CHAPTER LIIL 


The sitimtipn of the psirties on the immediate ap- 
pearance of lady Mountsorrel was novel in the ex- 
treme, if not ludicrous. Lord Villeroy had not yet * 
r,C|[;oyered.frQm his profound astonishment at . 
sudden and determined manner in which Marklaml 
had made his exit ; and neither Sir Mildred nor Adol- 
phus could prevent the effects of risibility l)eing visible 
their countenances. Angeljnaand Miss Mantle how- 
ever still preserved a look of gravity on the approacly * 
of her ladyship: the former, pot during to indulge her 
propensity to laughter ; and the latter, from some un- 
known cause or other, did not appear in her usual 
spirits. The look of serenity, whijph always gleamed in 
mild glances from the dove-like eyes of Rebecca Maitile, 
on this morning, was ilown; and though she retained 
her accustomed good humour, yet .her eyes werja 
frequently moistened with tears; which were by* no 
moans unobserved by Adolphus ; and tlie words of lady 
Theodora now very forcibly recurred to his recollection 
— 1 could tell you such a story about Miss Mantle’^ 
— blit what that story was remained an impenetrable 
mystery. Nor was Adolphus extremely solicitous 
about the companion of such a woman as lady Mount- 
sorrel ; towards whom he did not feel the highest 
respect, or entertain the most favonible impressions. 

As the guest of his «ancle however, and a lady of 
exalted rank, he was by no means deficient in paying 
her those ailenlious to which she was entitled ; but he 
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fell a repugnance lo. 0ffer her > more. Nor vSCfe her 
char me such as to excite in him any extraordinary 
adiniration; altiiough so warmly extolled by others. 
It was bold and masculine beauty; to which, be always 
iprofeased an unconquerable dislike* Unfortunately 
however for our Or{>lian Boy, he had excited /very 
diflerent sensations in the bosom of lady Mbuntsorrel ; 
and she •continued her unceasing assidnitics, notvrith- 
* standing the rcpcllant coldness with which he treated 
hereto fa is great annoyance, and frequently, his extreme 
emlmriTissinent and perplexity. When in the^wesenco 
even of lord Villeroy she was not withheld from her 
troublesome, and what Adolphus now considered, in- 
deltckle advances towards him. 

One morning when walking with lord Villeroy, who 
appeared unusually thoughtful, his lordship suddenly 
asked him, if he did not think lady Mountsorrel a most 
beautiful woman, likely to captivate the heart of any 
man who was not inso/isate to the charms of the whole 
seXfc To which Adolphus without the smallest hesita- 
tion, and rejoiced that he should now have an oppor- 
tunity of confessing his real sentiments of lady Mouiit- 
sorrel, replied,— 

« Pardon me my lord, but you have taken an amaz- 
ing latitude in your supposition.” 

‘M'law pray?” cried liis lordship, regarding Adol- 
phus wilii a look of the utmost astonishment. 

■ By taxing CvCry heart with inliensibility that does 
nbtiw^rd the charms of lady MountOoppel witb p^ti- 
sfonute admiration,” cried Adolphus. ‘‘I, for my part, 
must candidly confess, that though 1 think her ladyship 
a fine woman, I do not considef her a beautilui one.” 

> To which his lordship warmly cxclaimcd,-^^ Ij t v 
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This is merely evasion Wsdsingkam. All wbo 
iMive seen Elinor liave acknowledged the superiority 
of heroharms; nor will I credit your assertion, till you 
positively swear tibat your heart is captivated by anf>* 
ther. Were that not the case, it is impossible for you 
or any other man to behold the beauty of lady Mount- 
sorrel with IndiKirence.** 

To which Adolphus indignantly replied,— 

** My lord, 1 am not used to be evasive when I ant 
strictly asked for the truth ; and though I certainly 
shall not comply with your lordship’s requestor makii^ 
an avowal of the state of the affections of my heart, 
yet 1 must once more positively repeat to your lordship, 
that heart could never wear the chains of lady Mount- 
sorrel, even were your lordship’s prior claim on that 
lady's affections entirely out of the question. My 
lord, on the honor of a man, I am now speaking the 
truth.” 

There was a look of sincerity, as well as a dignity in 
the manner of Adolphus, which carried conviction 
along with it ; and which, not being altogether free 
from a certain mixture of conscious superiority over 
the weak and subdfied mind of lord Villeroy, occasioned 
a sort of pained and mortified feeling in his mind, as 
well as the apprehension of having offended a young 
man of such superior mental endowments ; and extend- 
ing his hand towards Adolphus he exclaimed,— 

Forgive me Walsingham if I have uttered any 
thing in folly to offend you. Believe me that 1 neither 
doubt your just pretensions as a man of honor, or a 
man of feeling; yet, X am unfortunately a slave to that 
passion 1 would contefnn ip others ; 1 love lady Mount- 
iorrel to adoration : she has long held her reign ever 
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my heart ; and her power now is absolute. Pardon 
me then if in every new face I dread a rival. And 
why do I dread it ? Because I am doubtful of her 
affections. Elinor is as capricious and changnble as 
the waving wind; and Ifearto lose her in every breath 
of the fanning zepher. Yet, ah Walsingham! 1 am 
still compelled to love my beautiful tyrant, and nnceas* 
ingly to adore the bright star of my future destiny.” 

Scarce had these words been uttered from the lips 
of lord Villeroy w’hcn the piercing shriek of a female 
alarmed and ri vetted their attention, and they imme- 
diately hastened to the spot from whence they imagined 
it to have proceeded ; vfrhich was the bank of the river, 
that flowed, at this season of the year, with the most 
tempestuous violence. They listened with the most 
profound attention ; but, there was not a vestage of a 
human being near the spot. And lord Villeroy ex- 
claimed, not without some symptoms of alarm deleted 

in his countenanco, — 

* » 

It is singularly strange that we do not see any 
person.” 

** Perhaps it was only the spirit of the water shridi- 
ed,” cried Adolphus smiling. 

Ah ! would that we could give credit to the illo- 
sion my dear fellow,” rejoined Villeroy, but 1 am 
more seriously alarmed than you can imagine. It was 
certainly the cry of a female which seemed to issue 
from these banks ; to which the river is so near, that the 
possibility of some person haring met with an accident 
alarms me dreadfully. For heaven’s sake let us instant- 
ly return and make the most expeditious inquiries.” 

This was accordingly donc^ and lord Villeroy and 
Adolphus, arrived at the priory in breathless haste; 
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fwbcrfe; they instantly repeated Uic cireuuiBtaiioe,' wHIi 
cailseof their ap^rdiensioas to Sir Mildred and 
means were resorted to immediately. But all inquiries 
preMsd iael^taal ; neither had any inhabitant been 
itlbsedt^ lor was foiiad missing in the hamlet, or neigh* 
tfaooiringsrillagds. - 

doubtless it is some fair witch of the lake,” ex* 
clamed lady Mountsorrel, “ have a care Mr. Wulsiug- 
ham, tiiere is danger in a witch's smile.” 

There was a peculiar expression in the countenance 
of lady Mount8<HTel of so mysterious a nature, that 
when ^e fixed her dark and uncommonly brilliant and 
piercing eyes full on the countenance of Adolphus, it 
made him, he knew not why, instinctively shrink from 
their bright beams. But the nature of their expression 
fdid not remain the same a iqoment when Sir Mildred 
■exclaimed in the most serious and alarmed accents, 
'glancing a displeased look at her ladyship,— 

** Why really my lord, I am ^not inclined to treat 

■ with levity a subject that is at all connected with the 
safety of a human being. Some serious calamity may 
have happened for aught that we can tell ; and some 
wretched female expired in these waters before any 
amstanoe could be obtained. It is a most extraordinary 

rand singular occurrence; therefore nephew, let us not 
treat it lightly. 1 beg you will immediately ride over 
to Heath Cottage, and see that all is safb with lady 
Tlteodora Percy.” . 

At ^is magical name the cheeks of Adolphus assum* 
cd ifaeir usual brilliant colouring; his eyes spcwklod; 
and be looked delighted beyond the pow-er of conceal* 

■ ment, at being chosen ambassador on sucii an occasion ; 
while an expression of tlm most malignant fury sot nii 
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flic mortiiiccl^ disappointed, and to all intents and pur« 
poses, tlie envious brows of lady Mountsorrel i and 

•* Please to ruin others’ 'wooing, 

NeTer happ^ in her own»” 

might very justly he ascribed to those sentiments,* 
which were now rapidly advancing to take posse^tiofi 
of her ludy^ihip’s bosom; as she turned towards AdoU 
phus with an air of the most biller irony, while shisr 
tlisdainfuUy uttered, — ^ 

And -pray give my compliments to lady Theoddm 
Percy, Mr^ Walstngham ; she is a prodigious favorite 
of mine ; only a little too fond of indulging in propen- 
sities, which, however pleasant to her own feelings, 
jire excessively annoying to those of other people) 
Heaven’s! I shall never forget when she first eamd 
over to Avondale with fliat Italian brat which she is 
so passionately fond of: how it screamed and roared 
to come from the arms of the nurse on purpose that 
she might devour iPwdth kisses. Then to permit it to 
tear all the ornaments from her watch without being 
angry; to put it to bed with her own bands; to pray 
over it half an hour when it is asleep to cry ready to 
break her heart when any indisposition happens sud- 
d mly to siezo it ; 1 say these are all very curious 
]>ropensities, and uncommon ideas, with a yoiing woman 
'vho is not married ; and 1 must say, highly ridiculous 
mul indecorous in such a personage as lady Theodora 
Percy.” , 

And very suspicious too let me tell you!’’ cried 
lady Villeroy, as well as imprudent, to bestow such 
^'xtraordiuary murks of utteutiou and care upon an 
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infant that nobody knows who the father or mothef 
belongs to. I assure you that, when lady Theodora 
used to ramble about the woods w itii that mysterious 
young foreigner whom they called Mr. Antonia— 
wh«n I have actually beheld her ladyship leaning on 
his arm with all the familiar confidence of the most 
endearing friendship— yes, I assure you, that 1 myself 
have listened to observations made on lady Theodora 
Percy by no means delicate or proper. Not that I 
think there is any criminality in her. Heaven forbid i 
for 1 am sure she looks the semblance of purity ; and 1 
should never have permitted Angelina, my daughter, 
to have renewed any ccmnexion taHh her, if 1 had 
thought lady Theodora really imprudent’* 

7'he feelings of Adolphus, which had, during the 
foregoing conversation between the two ladies, been of 
the most painful and agonizing nature, were, at the 
conclusion of lady Villeroy’s Speech become insupport* 
able; and he felt the necessity of making an immediate 
retreat, not only to conceal tlie anguish of his heart, 
but to prevent an,exposure of the warmth of his temper 
by retorting on the vindictive and malicious insinua- 
tions thrown on the conduct of lady Theodora; in 
which, to his utter surprise, grief, and astonishment, 
his uncle seemed tacitly to bear a part, for he did not 
attempt to contradict her accusers, or iu any shape to 
vindicate her innocence. What then, was be to con- 
clude that Theodora was guilty ; that the suspicions 
of £dmund were justified ; and that he himself was 
deceived by her imposing artlessness of character? 
Ramble in the woods with Antonia — lean on the arm 
of Antonia — become the theme of public conversation ? 
nay, perhaps the thcinc of scandal; and all for tho sake 
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of tbis mysterious, tbis •ocursed Italian ! Tbe idea 
was iosupportably painful 1 it was distraetingf ! 
snatebing up fats bat, Adolphus ruslmd out of the bon^ 
determined that very night to seek an esplahation^with 
lady Theodora ; to inform her of the suspicions whseh 
were excited by her mysterious conduct towards the 
infant she protected, and to know at once whedter'she 
merited his affections, or was^ on the contrary,. UB« 
worthy of the attachment of a man of honoiv With 
these reflections he had rushed from the presence of the 
scandalous party ; and had proceeded almost as far as 
the incloSttll or stopping to take 

breath beneath some beautiful trees, 

that shaded a liermlfa>|i't^|e extremity of the pmrfc, 
he perceived a figure advandng to him: •— it was 
Rebecca Mantle, who, in tremulous accents, pnw 
uounced, 

Be not offended, I Implore you, Mr. Widsing* 
ham, at the sight of an impertinent instructor, whose ‘ 
heart, lacerated as it is, has yet a spark of genfsrous 
sympathy loft for tho'foelings of othprst The moments 
arc precious, and must not be spent in idle words. 
Take then the assurance of Rebecca Mantle, that ail 
you have just heard against lady Theodora Percy is 
&lse ! Angels are not purer than are the thoughts, 
Ik’ actions, and the character of that lovely innocent 
creature !” ’ 

“ Prove your assertions, madam, to be true, and T 
will faU down and worship you t** exclaimed Adplpbna,' 
wot only surprised by the appearance of Miss Mantle, 
hut greatly softened and penetrated by her tone and 
manner of addressing him. 

“ Mr. Walsinghain,” cried she, “ it is not per- 
4 u 
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fiiitled me to be more explicit. Would to heaven 
Ihi^ I now had full liberty to disclose the mystery 
which at present involves that incomparable matchless 
creature ; but the proofs you reqtiire are in the ordi- 
nation of Providence, by whose uiien'ing wisdom they 
can alone be revealed. Patiently endure the issue of 
that, and yon ^vill see the tried and unexampled virtyc 
of Theodora Percy descending from the skies the 
brightest pattern of female excellence, and the fairest 
ornament of woman kind!** 

With these words Miss Mantle instantly departed, 
leaving Adolphus transfixed with wonder and amaze- 
ment, and under the consoling refieiAion, that be had 
not yet seen Theodora id the first heat of those seii- 
satfons which had so pow'erfully imprej^sed him witli a 
thought of her unworthihess. 

The speed w ith which Miss Mantle had walked, as 
ahe quitted the side of Adolplius, had made her un- 
conscious of having dropj>ed her handlierchief, and she 
had gone too far for Adolphus to apprise her of it : he 
contented himself, therefore, with carefully depositing 
it in his pocket, intending to restore it to her at a con- 
venient opportunity ; and he now pursued his walk, 
with a rapid pace, toward Ihe habitation of lady Tlieo- 
dora Percy in a much more tranquil stale of mind 
than when he s<^t out ; and though he was well aware 
that there was a great degree of mystery attached to 
tlic character of Rebecca, yet it was impossible to 
think unfiivorable of her in tlie present instance, as 
her friendship fon lady Theodora appeared to be of 
sterling value, for it was without interest ; and when 
she heard her reviled, and the pain it had inflicted, she 
had llown tu vindicate the character of her friend, aud 
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to give, him the most consoling assurances of her in- 
nocence. 

This was an net of humanity and justice as well as 
friendship ; and Adolphus, from the present, relieved 
state of his bciore tortured rejections, felt that he was 
much indebted to the kind interference of Rebecca 
Mantle. 

He had now arrived within sight of the dwelling of 
lady Theodora : his heart palpitated, and hjs hand 
trembled, as be touched the knocker which was to give 
"him entrance there. He had no time for farther re- 
flection however, for Ids name was no sooner an- 
nounced than he was immediately admitted to the 
apartment of lady Theodora, by the attendant Bru- 
nette, who, respectfully dropping a cwirtesy, with 

My lady will aUeiid you presently, sir,'* quitted the 
room. 

Adolphus perceived thcii Theodora still retained her 
predilection for flowers ; for several rich vases were 
filled with a collection of the most choice, delicate, 
and beautiful exotier^; which emitted their charming 
and delightful fragrances throughout the apartment; 
every part of which exhibited the tasteful elegance of 
its lovely and aocoiiiplished mistress. A harp of the 
most exquisite workmanship w'as placed near the fire** 
screen; and the popular ballad of “ Rest, thee babe, 
rest thee,” stood open on the music-stand. A volume 
of Sliakspeare’s plays and a sinalK w ork-bajsket, were 
on the table; with the former of which jg; appear^ 
that Theodora, had been engaged, for tlie book was 
not shut, a leaf was turned down, and a particular 
passage marked with a pencil. Tim play was Othellp ; 
and in a trembling agitated voice, with sensations 



Mrhich may better be imagined than described, Adol- 
phus read the following lines : — 

Good name, in man, and woman, dear mj lord, 

Is the immediate Jewel of their liouli : 

“ Who steal* my purse, steals Irajh j *tis something, nothing ; 
’Twas mine, His his, and has been slave to thousands ; 

But he that filches from nuj my good name, 

Robs me of that, which nt>t curiches him, 

** And makes me poor indeed 1*' 

, '( ' 

A fiensaiiot), almoBt approaching to shame, hod over* 
sbhdowed the line expressive features of Adolphus, 
when the soft step of Theodora arrested his attention, 
and informed him she was near ; and as he listened to 
the sound of her melodious voice, giving some orders 
to her attendants. Adolphus endeavoured to divest 
himself of all unplcasing sensations, and to welcome 
the approach of lady Theodora with the cordial smile 
of confidence and friendship. 

At length the door unclosed, and she appeared, 
leading in her hand a beautifuKlittlo girl, whose age 
did not appear to exceed two years, if so much ; and 
her ladyship presenting it to Adolphus, pronounced 
in the roost enchanting accents, though with an air of 
her usual gaiety, ^ Walsingham, behold my little 
foundling !'* 

The lovely innocent instantly stretched out its little 
arms towards Adolphus, and lisping out, in its scarce 
distinguisfilble accents, “ Love Fanny,” was imme- 
diately placed on his knee, receiving inniimernblc 
'marks of his attention and honoured with many 
caresses, which indeed it was inipossible to deny to the 
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little foundling, for never had he seen a child of such 
exquisite beauty— her complexion being of the most 
transcendent fairness and delicacy, with large dark blue 
eyes, and a profusion of light auburn hair, which parted 
in natural and glossy ringlets on her snowy, &ir, and 
open brows. Her nose was nearly approaching to 
what might be termed acquiline ; and her mouth dim* 
plo<l at each corner, and just disclosing the little ivory 
teeth, was uncommonly beautiful when she smiled, 
giving to the appearance of this little eherubed-foced 
creature the look of an angelic, instead of a terrcstial, 
being. 

It was some time before Adolphus could remove his 
eyes from examining every lineament in the face of 
the lovely little foundling, which he did in so close, 
earnest, and particular a manner as to excite the 
astonishment of lady Theodora, who, however, pre* 
served the most profound silence, when Adolphus, re- 
signing the little cliarge to the arms of her protectress, 
with a sort of struggled anB suppressed sigh,exclaimed, 
“ Could the father, could the mother of this in&nt, be 
human, lady Theodora ? Had they hearts, had they 
feelings, when they deserted this child ? No, they were 
monsters! Unnatural remorseless monsters ! for whom 
(wlmtever be tlieir suflTcrings) it would be impiety to 
drop a tear ; for whom it be sacrilege to ” 

Adolphus paused, for the countenaiNce of lady Theo- 
dora had suddenly become agitated : the bright hues, 
before so fresh and blooming in her complexion, 
changed to a sickly paleness, and straining little 
Frances to her bosom, with an emotion of tendernesa 
which, at that moment, seemed to be involuntary, she 
exclaimed,—. 
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Spare, o]i ! spare, thofto invectives ! They pain 
me, Walsia^ham, they ag;itato, they alTexit me !” 

To which Adolplius iiiiinediately answered (all his 
asauined tranquillity of maiiticr being suddenly va* 
nifihed) 

** And why should ray invectives either pain or a& 
flict you, any nlore than they do me, lady Theodora?” 

** Because, as you do not know eitlier the father or 
the mother of this child, why should you unnecessarily 
indulge in these invectives against them ?” uttered she. 
“ How do you know that they merit all your re- 
proaches ?” 

Adolphus iiow rogairdeA Theodora with a less sof- 
tened aspect, and fixing on her a stern and enquiring 
look, replied,-— 

If I do not know' them, it is very plain to be per- 
ceived that your ladyship does : and however you may 
think it necessary to gloss over the failings, nay, per- 
haps, the vices, of some individuals, the world, lady 
Theodora, may not he inclined to be quite so lenient 
and kindly indulgent. Tlie'history of your little 
foyndjitig is already doubted ; and imprudently and 
(I do not say) not maliciously talked of; and even in 
the neighbourhood of Austincuurt*Priory, they have 
presumed to mention name of Theodora Percy 
w ith the most unbecoming levity.” 

What! because lam the protectress of this in- 
fent,” demamled lady Theodora, in a manner so 
fecilycool and collected, that Adolpiins imagining it 
to be a stronger proof of her indiscfetioii, and of her 
iudifferejicc tow'ards him, warmly repeated,— 

“ Pardon me, lady Theodora,— your being tl»c pro- 
Uctress of that infant, provided there was no mystery 
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atiaclied to it, could not be allcj^ed as either a fiiirlt or 
a mark of indiscretion ; but there are other mysteries 
and other suppositions from which you are not ¥pat'^d ; 
and it is with pain, it is with inexpressible grief, I 
add, that it w^ill be a difficult matter to exonerate yotrr 
ladyship from those suspicions, which appearances 
have so strongly given birth to, and by that means, 
warranted.” 

The coinplection of lady Theodora, from the palest 
lily, now' arose suddc'iily to a colour brighter and more 
beautiful than the tints of morn, when it first breaks 
forth fron: the soft celestial sky ; and she even smiled 
as she witnessed the contending tide of tumultuous 
jiassion, which \ra8 now bo predominant in the coun- 
tenance of Adolphus; and ringing the bell, with a 
composed air, for an attendant, she imprinted an 
ardent kiss on the roseate lips of the unconscious little 
foundling, and instahlly dismissed her ; then turning 
towards Adolphus, she addressed him, assuming as 
much as possible an air of gaiety whicli perhaps might 
be foreign to her* heart. , 

And so, Walsingbam, you have really heard soinc- 
tliirrg derogatory to my character in the neighbour- 
hood of Austincourt Priory? To wliich I shall only 
say, That I do not in the least wonder at it.” 

Not wonder at it, Theodora !” exclaimed Adol* 
phu«. 

No!” cried lady Theodora, with a voice now 
firm and indignant: I do not wonder at any efedibi- 
lily which tales of infamous i^spersion may receive 
when fSir Mildred Aus<ir*rouil himse lf lisiens patiently 
to their hearing, and ;>ucii guests are constantly in- 
vited by him heueath the roof of Austincoui t Priory 
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] am no stranger from whose lips you received these 
friendly hints, Mr* Walsingham ; to which your uncle 
kindly adds his sanction and support. And have you 
heard no reports out of Austincourt Priory of the same 
nature } Did you not hear at Pennington too of the 
indiscretion of Theodora Percy ? 

Adolphus was silent and transfixed as a statue : he 
was penetrated to the soul by the manner of Theodora,* 
and ashamed of the warmth of temper be bad be- 
trayed; yet jealousy, that demon of all repose, had 
not yet withdrawn his terrific shadow from his healed 
and perturbed imagination: not sullenly therefore, 
but silently, he .waited the issue of Theodora's dis- 
course ; and never had she appeared so intcrgstingly 
lovely, or so animated ; and«whilo he rivotted his eyes 
on her lovely figure, which was robed in a superb and 
elegant white muslin dress, she again addressed him 
in the following manner : i 

I do not know what Edmund has told you Mr. 
Walsingham ; nor what Sir Mildred baaalleged against 
me; nor what the scandalous party, may have Ik^cu 
, pleased to report ot me ; for I have been very careless 
and indiflferent about myself t 1 never once thought of 
myself when others have been implicated in danger, 
or when the tale of misfortune has reuclied my car, 1 
never waited for cold inquiries, or frigid ceremony ; 
but granted them the immediate assistance they re- 
quired by which 1 have been frequently made the 
dupe of my incautious haste. I did not know however, 
that destiny marked me out for something more severe; 
and that while I was lamenting your fate, my owu 
would too shortly resemble it.” 

How dearest Theodora?” inquiied Adolplius^ 
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wholly thrown off his guard ; and seizing the h^d of 
Theodora with the most passionate fervor, he intvesiitf 
ed her instantly to eacplain herself more explicitly;:: 
and Theodora instantly replied 

You Walsinghain fled from Austincoort Priory 
because you were bound by a sacred oath never t)0 
reveal the secret you were entrusted with, and thilt 
lost you the affections of Sir Mildred and involved yoti 
id mystery; and this oath was extorted from you by 
Frederic Austincourt: through the treachery of his 
mother you became his victim and her own. But this 
was not sufficient. After your departure there was 
another victim wanting to complete the final triiiin[di 
of lady Austincourt: Walsingham, that victim was 
rheodora Percy!” 

Heavenly powers!” exclaimed Adolphus, lost in 
wonder and amazement. And lady Theodora now 
{^reatly agitated, continued. 

You had no sooner quitted Austincourt Priory, 
than 1 w as assailed with the detestable addresses of 
your cousin Frederic, to whom I ever had the most 
unconquerable avensioii, and I peremptorily refused 
iiiin. Still 1 was unceasingly persecuted and inces* 
santly pursued, either by the bold and disagreeable 
advances of Frederic, or the more frightful and con- 
Uiiued reproaches of his indignant mother : I applied 
to Sir Mildred, then Fuy guardian, to be. relieved from 
the importunities «f his son ; but his influence was un- 
availing. I flew for consolation to Edmund; and to 
do him justice, I always found in him a sincere friend, 
till a coincidence of circumstances Mr. Walsingham 
(here lady Theodora blushed deeply, and Adolphus 
was again on the rack) with which this story is con- 

4 I 
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nected occasioned us to quarrel incessantly ; after 
wliich, Edmund maixied Julia Montp^omery and went 
to reside at Pennington, being made rector of that 
place. Previous to this 1 lost my dear lamented 
friend Camilla Grandison. 1 again became the object 
of the most cruel persecution with the unfeeling lady 
Austincourt; who one morning entered my dressing- 
room in an agitation most truly deplorable: she was 
pale, breathless, and almost frantic. I implored her 
to tell me the cause of .er distress, when she ex- 
claimed, — 

‘‘ ‘ Cruel girl ! it is you who are the cause of tin's 
emotion ; it is you who have destroyed me/ 

* Me lady Austincourt V uttered I in the utmost 
terror and surprise; (for 1 must tell you Walsirig- 
ham, that lady Austincourt always har! the power of 
inspiring me with fear, though she failed to excite my 
regard) what have 1 now' done to displease your 
ladyship ?* 

“ To which she replied in the most passionate agony 
of a flood of tears, — 

‘ You have done more thou cruc] and remorseless 
girl — you have broken my heart by refusing to man y 
Frederic; and there is now only one w^ay of repairing 
the misfortune you have created, aiic! of restoring m 
both to happiness again." 

I burst into tears: I felt myself wholly in the 
power of lady Austincourt. 1 tlieuglit of my absent 
father; and of poor Camilla Grandison, w hoso remains 
were now mouldering in the cold earth : on her bosom 
I could no more repose my sorrows ; to her sympa- 
thizing ear no more repose my griefs : Miss Grandison 
was gone for ever ! — and I sobbed convulsively. At 
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that moment lady Austincourt took advantage of my 
subdued feelings, and throwing her arms round me, 
besought me to save her and Frederic from utter ruin 
and despair. ‘ Tell me how/ cried 1 , ^ relieve me 
from the solicitations of Frederic — promise that 1 shall 
never again be importuned to marry him, and what- 
ever else you may require I will cheerfully perform/ 
Ah, Walsingham, rny d<*/stiny was fixed! had you 
sl'en the countenance of lady Austincourt at that mo- 
ment you could never have forgotten it: her eyes 
sparkled witli triumph; and the success of the victory 
-he had already obtained over my feelings, and in rap- 
turous accents she exclaimed, — 

Now you are my own sweet Theodora again ; and’ 
arc you ready to comply with my wishes, my sweet 
love, be they ever so extrao^'dinary ? Will you swear, 
Theodora, to perform what I shall require of you 

Without a nuimenrs hesitation I pronounced Yes. 

Lad} Austincourt iinjjic diately took me by the hand, 
atid opening the door uf her own private dressing- 
room, introduced me to the presence of two persons : 
the one was Frederic Austincourt; the other, Wal- 
ingliam, I dare not repeat the name*of. I am forbid, 
by the moit sacred oath, never to repeat her name, for 
it was n female that iny eyes encountered. I will only 
sum up tl»e evidence of my persecution, which was 
precisely this, — Lady Austincourt inhumanly exacted 
the promise I had given her, by then extorting from 
my lips the oath she bound me in, never to revoke ; 
the nature of which I cannot at present unfold, nor 
oven to you discover ; for I have sent it up to Heaven 
and it is there registered. In the expiring moments 
of lady Austincourt, she did not absolve me from it. 



I was again compelled to repeat it ; atid I belie^^ id 
t&e presence of Edmund, I again prorfiWd his dyiWfr 
mothor a strict and solemn performdn^c^ 6f ihy datli, 
of whicli he remained in ignorance, having heard only 
part of the word» which she addressed to me oh that 
occasion. 

WalsinghaiA, at this period I departed for the 
shores of Italy, under the protection of the Codnt Dc 
Valmont (now Count Moiini, in consequence of lus 
accession to some family estates, he is now obliged to 
fissuine the title) ; and with him I repaired to the 
chateau of my father, whose blessing I had scarcely 
received before he expired in the arms of Count Mo- 
lihi. Shall I tell you that here I was hot permitted 
io be at rest ; and lady Austincourt, though dead, the 
nature of her oath still pursued me. I was obliged to 
conform to all that it imposed ; and I came over to 
England once more, with all the inconveniencics that 
were attached to it. The Count and Countess Molini 
Were the companions of my voyage ; and-^ — and ” 

'I'heodora faultered, hesitated, bluslied ; and Adol- 
phus^ though he could have wor^ipped the angelic 
errature before him, yet at this part of the narration 
felt all his old sensations rapidly advancing, and he 
exclaimed, looking full in the face of the blushing 
ptheodora, — 

And Signior Antonia — was he not the companion 
ot your voyage also lady Theodora ? or have you 
quite forgotten the young mysterious foreigner?’’ 

To which lady Theodora replied, ** No, indeed, 1 
have but too much reason to remember him ; but why 
that question, Walsingham ? All that I have been 
able to reveal to yoti, openly and cundidiv I 
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i^-c^^uife it. I ahi ittVdlvtfd 'ih 

Mutiny dath to lady Austihcoui4 ts tfte causd 

of it.’’ 

But one more questioh, Theodor^/’ impatidtitly 
demanded Adolph ns. 

And what is that?” cried her ladyship, fiomeiHiat 
alaf fried at his impetaosity. So, Antonia^ involved 
in mystery and conce^alment too ?” 

Walsingham,” cried lady Theodora, irt a more 
serious tone than slie had yet assiiniod, yoU value 
(he peace of Theodora, you trill cease to qiie^ion me 
U{)dtl a shbjoct on which I dare not be more explicit ; 
menfioH to me the name of Antoiiia no more, I be- 
sfredh you: he is iinfortimate ; and were liis sorrows 
known to you, would be ‘the object of your pity and 
your compassion, as he is no%v of mine !” 

** Ah ! Theodora, pardon me this once, loveliest 
arfd adored creature, ftr disobeying ybur injunctiona,” 
cried Adolphus, now' passionately seizing her hand; 

bbt fatis Antonia no stronger interest in that lovely 
hosoni tlian compassion ?— feels TJieodora no wanner 
Rentimbnt for Antonia ?” 

Thebdora read with astonishment the suspicions 
that had now' entered the imagination of Adolphus : 
she hefield the conflicts that were passing in his heart, 
and without a moment’s pause, firmly pronounced, 

1 call attesting angels to witness ! No ; 1 feel 
no more for Antonia than if I were indeed a sister ; 
and he no more for Theodora than if he were a bro- 
ther! It is utterly impossible tjiat any W'armer senti- 
ment can be exchanged between us than reciprocal 
confidence and mutual esteem.” 
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But is there not mystery connected with Antonia 
raquired Adolphus, without relinquishing her snowy 
hand, which he had now pressed repeatedly to his 
lips. 

And lady Theodora now indignantly snatched away 
her hand, while she uttered in accents that thrilled the 
soul of Adolphus, 

Why atn I thus questioned, — and by you, Wal- 
singham • 

Because Walsingham adores you, Theodora; and 
because 

You are jealous of Antonia exclaimed lady 
Theodora. Indeed, you have but little cause, when 
1 assure you, that long before I beheld Antonia, his 
heart was safely bestowed, and in the possession of 
anothm*.’* 

The countenance of Adolphus now brightened up, 
and assumed the most rapturous expression; and 
again seizing the hand she had so indignantly with- 
drawn, he softly pronounced. 

And in whose possession is the heart of Theo- 
dora ?” 

There was a beautiful arch expression, which had 
something like cunning in it, when Theodora replied, 
with a blush which crimsoned both her face and neck. 
In my own, Walsingham ; and I will exert the 
best of my endeavour to keep it there, till 1 can sur- 
render it to that man who will knowhow to regard it 
without suspicion — protect it without Jealousy — and 
give it liberty without fear !” 
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Not the combined pencil of a Rubens, the divine 
colouring of a Titian, nor the exquisite and highly 
finished art of a Correggio, could have done justice to 
’the beautiful blush which ‘‘ nature’s own hand had 
cunningly laid on,” and which w'as exhibited on the 
•ountenancc of lady Tbeodoni Percy at the moment 
she uttered these words spontaneously from a heart 
pure and faultless as the nature of frail mortality 
would admit, and Adolphus, no longer cherishing a 
doubt of her most perfect innocence, in language the 
most impassioned, ardent,' and ingenuous, for the first 
time pleaded the unconquerable passion she had long 
retained in his heart, which with a hand he did not 
now deem wholly unworthy of her acceptance he now 
laid at her feet. * 

“ Say then, loveliest Theodora,” uttered he, “ that 
you will be mine. Give me that blest and enviable 
title which can alone bind two iait{ifui hearts in confi* 
dence, purity, and love ; that sacred tie once cemented 
between us will dispel all future doubt and mystery. 
Consent to l>c mine ; sufier me to be your fiiithful 
guardian, in the endearing character of husband, 
friend, and loiter. L<et Walsingham alone be the 
protector of that unsullied virtue which, not even the 
power of the most inviduous slander can throw a dark 
siiade on or rob of its celestial brightness. Speak, 
Theodora, make me blest or miserable ; your voice 
alone can now decide the destiny of the Orphan Boy. 
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Theodora did not affect to be either insensible to 
the warm attachment she had inspired, or blind to the 
perfections of such a lover as Adolphus. It was 
impossible to regard him with indifference at this 
mature period of their days, whom almost in infancy 
i^ .had unconsciously loved better than any human 
being b^ide ; hiiu for whose sake she had ofiteu 
breathed forth the anguished sigh and in secret 
dropped the silent tear ; him for whose safety she had* 
never ceased to offer up her prayers; for whose 
al^n^ slie had mourned incessantly, and at whose 
retut^ her heart had again beat with the most chaste, 
ddicate, yet lasting passion, and for whom that passion 
had never been revealed but to one single individual, 
and that individual w^ Camilla Grandison. To her 
syn^mthising bosom she had alone dared to impart to 
her long cherished and treasured secret, hey love for 
the poor wronged Orphan Boy ; and it was to Miss 
Gri^ison alone that Theodora confessed that no 
other bub Adolphus Walsingham should ever have the 
possession of her hand and heart. At this period, 
therefore, it was not likely that he become an 

reject of indifferedee, much less of aversion to her, 
when no obstacle on his part prevented the most last* 
ing engagements to be formed between them. 

Notwithstanding all this, Theodora, while she 
generously acknowledged that her heart was not 
in^nsible to his merits, refused to biijd herself in any 
engagemeuts till she considered that she was absolved 
from the nature of the oath she had so rashly given to 
lady Austiocourt; nor could ail the fond entreaties 
and eafucst persuasions of her passionate and adoring 
Wul^iaghaUi, alter her determination, which was that 
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of never becoming his wife till all mysteries were 
clearly elucidated^ and concealment no longer neces- 
sary respecting individuals w^hOwSe names she was not 
permitted to disclose, and which it was probable that 
at some distant j>eriod there would no longer be any 
necessity of keeping from his knowdodge ; or in the 
mysterious light in which they were now coneidered 
by him and Sir Mildred Austincourt. 

Sir Mildred Austincourt!’* exclaimed Adolphus. 

Ah ! dearest Theodora, and am I then to wait for a 
distant period before tliese mysteries can be explained ; 
and is my uncle also implicated in these fearful doubts, 
these fatal and accurst mysteries which robs me of my 
Theodora, and at once dooms me to a state of hope- 
less anguish and despair. I btisc>ech you to tell me if 
my uncle can avert tlie impending blow ? say, would it 
be permitted to fell, once again, to crush his ill starred 
nephew. Oh ! if I thought that were the case, again 
would I fly the roof of Austincourt Priory; again would 
I become a wTetched outcast, and end my days in cheer- 
less solitary exile, far from Theodora, ■ 

“ Hold ! dea!i}3t Walsingham^ 1 implore you,” 
cried lady Theodora, now bursting into an involun- 
tary flood of teiirs. Cease, I implore you, this 
unnecessary, this unavailing, trial of my feelings, and 
patiently abide the severity of that destiny which wc 
cannot sufficiently avoid. Your uncle cannot avert 
the imfxmdiiig blow* you dread ; nor are the mysteries 
at his command— tis not in his power to reveal nor 
prevent their taking place. Consider ’tis I — I have 
sworn,— not your uncle, revef to betray. On me 
depends the nature of the oath. From that oath I 
cannot be absolved— Walsingham, I shudder while I 

1 K 
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repeat it to you — until the approach of a death bed 
makes a disclosure necessary.” 

Heavenly Powers ! and has that inhuman w'oman 
bound you to this, my Theodora,” exclaimed Adol- 
phus, seizin®^ the now cold and trembling hand of lady 
Theodora almost frantically to liis lij)S. Vile sor- 
ceress ! and whose death bed did she allude to — mine 
Theodora ?” 

“ No, dearest Walsingham, you had already been 
her victim.” 

No, it is in the issue of your uncle’s approaching 
demise or mine that 1 am to discover certain myste- 
ries, and be absolved from my oath. In the supposi- 
tion of that awful moment being near at hand I am 
then permitted to unfold them.” 

Cruel, merciless, unfeeling, and abandoned 
woman !” uttered Adolphus, thus to take advantage 
of the softness of thy gentle jiature, and the easy 
confidence of thy unsuspecting heart. Oh ! my Theo- 
dora ! teach me how to bear this unheard of cruel per- 
secution ! yet, dearest angel, wherefore do you hesi- 
tate to become thesvife of your adoring Walsingham. 
Whatever be the nature or restrictions of your oath, 
it has, thank heaven, nothing conclusively to do with 
your marriage. Ah ! why, Theodora, do you refuse 
to make me blest ?” 

“ Hear me, Walsingham, patiently hear me,” 
uttered lady Theodora, after which condemn me if 
you think proper. What would you say of my decep- 
tion, if, after I married you, I were to see Antonia in 
private, write to him'In secret, and receive letters of 
correspondence from him, wdiich I should positively 
be obliged to answer, and from whicli my husband 
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would be withheld from sharinif a part, and with 
which it would be ulterly impossible for me to make 
him acquainted. Say. would your mind be at rest ? 
would you be perfectly satisfied with tlic conduct of 
Theodora ? All this Theodora must do if she becomes 
your wife, and yet b(‘ strictly honourable and strictly 
just.” 

Instantly the ticfore enraptured countenance of 
* Adolpluis b(‘came inllamed with an expression w^hich 
too plainly bespoke all the <listractin" doubts of love 
and jealou: V, and he passionately exclaimed — 

Accurst Antonia ! and is it to thee I owe the 
present disappointment of all my fondest hopes and 
wishes; but fareweli too lovely and beloved Theo- 
dora, 1 submit t(j the destiny you have imposed. 1 
will not tire you w ith ir»y presence, nor aij^ain urge 
you on the subject of importunities which )ou so fer- 
vently resist, nject, and it is plain utterly despise.” 

“ Tiikind Walsingham cried Theodora, and 
does the confidence 1 liave just reposed in you merit 
this return ? Wherefore should I now hesitate to 
pronounce, and .that decisively, that I never will 
become the wdfe of Walsingham till he utterly aban- 
dons these unw orthy suspicions from his heart. That 
Walsingliam shall never possess the hand of Theo- 
dora till Antonia himself shall provb those ’suspicions 
to be false. Meanwliile, Walsiiighamlet us instantly 
separate till wij can meet again on tetter terms. A 
time may come when you may repent of your petu- 
lance, and be angry witli yourself tor having J^iven me 
a second opportunity id' discovering the defects of 
vour disposition.” 
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Adolphus, still under the influence of that torment- 
ing fiendj ivho, having once blindfolded our imagina- 
tion, does not iuHtanlly remove the impenetrable and 
imperviouH veil from our deluded eyes, beheld nothing 
but Antonia conversing in private with Theodora, the 
subject of which he was forbid to enquire into. lie saw 
nothing but letters addressed to Theodora and written 
by Antonia, tlie iiature of v.hicli iie was not to know, 
and this thought was distraction, and hurried him on 
even to be guilty of rudencFs to Theodora, from whose 
presence he instantly departed without so much as 
deigning to reply Vo her or bidding her farewell, ;ind 
found himself elmo'*! at the gate of Austincourt 
Priory before this circmnstance occurred to hi? recol- 
lection ; and the moment it did, it occasioned him to 
experience a sensation of shame and the most luifirt- 
felt regret. The thought of havif^g otlended Theo- 
dora was sufficient to render him dejected and miser- 
able; but the idea of having acted with rudeness 
towards her w^as insiipporUiblo, and he would have 
returned to Heath Cottage and implored her forgive- 
ness, but for the ex/reine lateness of*tlie hour. 

Adolphus once more entered the roof of his uncle 
wdth a heart torn by the most conflicting sensations, 
ashamed of having yielded to the indulgence of them 
in the presence of her w^ho alone was the cause of 
them, and yet feeling the irnpo8sil)ility of erasing the 
image of the lovely tormentor from ‘his heart; and 
however poets may have feigned that there is only one 
original of love, thfjse who have experienced its in- 
fluence in all its pleasing and unpleasing variety, have 
been obli:?cd to confess that there is at least a thou- 
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sand copies of it, and may well f)e illustrated in the 
followinp^ lines from a judicious and celebrated 
author ; 

‘‘ lU' lh<* HHiTCv of the passion is ^iven, 

I’anrv i^s oi>j<Ti : 'tis In Vanily imrs'tl ; 

'I'll S^njpatijy niiiktvw |l tl.r f»f }h;:ivci., 

U> ('ripnc*' iiini hv Toil) it always is Curst." 

i f liowi'-vrr Iheie i.- n iove |Mire and exempt from the 
inixture of ri-liu'r piiS''ions, its source must be hidden in 
I he i \ of the begirt ; nnd it is so difficult 

todelifK! it> we liur, prono-uice it to be i\ sympathy, 
a .s(‘cri.'t and delicate de-ire to ros‘^ess wjjat wc admire, 
a wisfi to < ijarui, and a iiope to rei^n. All those who 
know tlicii mims liowever, do not know their hearts; 
and Adolphus felt tlu' full foVee of this observation, as, 
entering’ the apa^tmeut usually occiipied by Sir Mil- 
dred Austinoourt, he perceived tiiut his elbow chair 
v\a< vacant, in which was his constant custom, as wxdl 
as favoriU^ habit, of n*iulin^ for an hour before he 
retired to his chamber; and (wpectin^- to find him in 
the saloon, lie instantly repaired liiitlier for the j)iir- 
pose of iiKjnirin^ after hi"* beloved uncle, where the 
following pcTsonai»'es were seated at the supper table: 
lord Villeroy, lady Villeroy, lady IVJount sorrel, and 
Mr. rvlarkland, who saluted Adolphus on his entrance 
iuthe foilovviin;^ manner: 

So Mr. Wal:?in^ham you are come at hu^it !” 

And it would have lieen well if Mr. Walsin£»ham 
had been here some few hours sooner,” observed lady 
Mouutsorrel (a inalicif>us expro^sion having taken 
possess! vu of her countenance), “ it might have pre- 
vented (he very alarmine: and smlden illness of fcsir 
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Mildred ; which certainly wan the effoct of agitation 
produced by the paragraph he read in tlic paper. 
Now the pref?enco of a relative ho teiulerly beloved as 
Mr. Walsingham might have been extremely consola- 
tory in such a niomcnt to his tinch*; but what could we 
do? we were obliged to put him to bed in a state almost 
of insensibility : he called for his nephew, but that 
nephew was not to be found: he was paying* his duty 
elsewhere; where doubtless his attentions were inoVc 
necessary, at the mansion of lady Theodora Percy. 

Thunderstruck at hearing intelligence he so little 
expected, and shocked and alarmed to find that he had 
been absent, as well as being thus suddenly accused of 
negligence towards his beloved uncle, he indignantly 
replied to the unmerited re[)roach of lady Mouulsorred, 
— To tile mansion of Lady Theodora Percy I was 
expressly sent by that uncle towarils w liom your lady- 
ship so inhumanly taxes me w itli a want of attention 
and duty in a moment when was impossible for me 
to know of any accident hci> ing occurred in my absence, 
much less that my dear uncle required my attendance 
Oi assistance: to have known Lhi'^? your ladyship 
must naturally have supposed that I |K>^ses.sed a gift 
of foresiglit superior to any Imman being; but be 
assure d, had 1 been apprised of any danger or incon- 
venience* aitrudfiig my beloved and revered uncle, I 
should Iiave flown hither on the immediate summons, 
and not considered the presence gf lady Theodora 
Percy as any draw back on those duties, 1 have ever 
found if a source of pleasure, as well as being inciiiu- 
bent upon me to di-icharge towards my venerable and 
respected relative Sir Mildred Austincourt. Your 
ladyship’s accural ii.m tiiereforo in ilie jirescnt instance 
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is not only unfounded nnd ungenerous, but permit me 
to observe, lias not even truth torecoiniueiid it in return 
for so unprccedonted a want of feelin^/’ 

And Adolphus, not in the least disposed to notice 
the stern look with which he was now rojjarded by 
lord Villcroy, nor to relish a renewal of any conversa- 
tion willi her liau^hty ladyship, instantly quifted the 
saJoon to make iiKjuiries after tlie health, as well as to 
learn the cause of indisposition wliich had so suddenly 
aflected his uncle, and was almost immediately follow- 
ed by Mr. Markland into an adjoining apartment; by 
whom be was prc^sently informed of the whole particu- 
lars in the following manner. 

Imagine my surprise my dear boy,” uttered he, 
when on my return from Avondale, I found my ex- 
cellent friend incapaldc of speaking to me: he had 
been suddenly attacked by a fit of an apoplectic nature, 
and they were in the act of conveying him to his cham- 
ber at the moment of my arrival at the Priory. The 
cause of which is the following pamgraph in the 
Morning Herald of Yesterday.” 

Mr. Markland talcing a paper from Jiis pocket placed 
it in the hands of Adolphus, who, with astonished and 
pained feelings, perused the contents of the paragraph 
alluded to, w'liich w^as precisely thus : 

“ FASHIONAllLE ELOPEMENT IN HIGH 
LIFE. 

“ Yesterday morning eloped from her splendid and 
magnificent mansion in Grosvence Square the beau- 
tiful accomplished, and so greatly admired Mariallen- 
rietta, wife of the Hon. Mr. Frederic Augustus Aiis- 
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tincourtj with a welKknown and notoriouf? gentleman 
of the turf. It is reported, tliat <liis circumstance has 
occasioned but small surprise in the fashionable hemi- 
sphere, owing to the licentious conduct of this cele- 
brated beauty and the immoral character of her gay 
deceiver. It is expected that a duel will immediately 
take place between the ii\]ured party and tlie para- 
mour of the bcautiftil inconstant.” 

No sooner had Adolphus finished reading the infa- 
mous paragraph than every' nerve trembled, and every 
vein bled in his heart for the wounded feelings of his 
beloved uncle, and he involuntarily exclaimed, — 

Lead me Mr. Markland, lead me to the presence 
of my best and worthiest of uncles ! Oh I let me ily to 
console him, and to offer ‘him every' mark of the most 
devoted duty— every proof of tJie most lender un- 
changed affection.” 

And Adolphus arose distractedly from his chair; in 
which however he was interrupted by Mr. Markland, 
who assured him, that this w'as a most unseasonable 
moment for seemg Sir Mildred,* to whom medical 
restoratives had been administered, with the express 
orders from the physician, that ho should on no account 
be disturbed : composure being highly ncci'ssary to 
prevent a second return of the indisposition with 
which he had so suddenly been attacked, tlie utmost 
precaution had been taken to pre^rent tJic slightest 
noise from approaching his chamber; and that he had 
left him in a profound and quiet, slumber ; from wdiich 
every possilde hope was entertained of his recovery.” 

Adolphus w'a.s now so overpowered by this account 
of his ludoved uncle, and the manner in which Mr. 
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Markland had related it, that he burst into tears, 
while he exclaimed, — 

Oh ! may every good and blessed angel watch over 
him and guard his slumbers; and when he awakes, 
may he ultimately be benefited from his repose! Qh 
Mr. Markland! you have no idea how much I love my 
lincle!” 

‘‘ Yes, but I have a pretty near guess,” uttered Mr. 
Markland. his eyes filling with tears ; while he grasped 
the hand of Adolphus w ith the fervor of the roost un- 
disguised affection, 1 have a pretty near guess my 
dear boy and respect you all the* better for it. You 
loved him wdien be happened to care very little about 
you. A little bird that sings at no great distance from 
the Priory has put me in possession of all the secrets 
of the castle ; I have a key* to all the mystery relating 
to that shocking affair, the seduction of Fanny Rose- 
berry, and that most shameful profligate her seducer, 
Mr. Frederic Austincoi#rt, and that determined virago 
liis more shameless mother : 1 know very well for 
whose sake you tvere slandered and driven from the 
protecting roof of. iny deceived and misguided friend 
Sir Mildred : I knew all this when you were absent, 
and I now^ welcome your return with the most rap- 
turous congratulations, and most heartily rejoice in 
your exaltation. As to Frederic, wliat could such a 
scoundrel expect after having wounded the heart, and 
1 tiined the reputation, of an innocent woman ? Did 
he imagine that his own would be at rest, or that he 
would ultimately escape from the punishment due to 
such a crime: Did lu^ suppose that the vengeance of 
Almighty Providence would slumber for his sake more 
than for that of others: No indeed, he could not 

4 t. 
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expert it ; or if lie did, he has been wofully deceived. 
As to the little fly-blow on his eon jitgal felicity, I am 
not in the least surprised at it, when he -entered into 
a niatrimonial connexion with a woman little better 
tliSsiti 4 courtesan, whose morals were already conta- 
minated by the pernicious counsels of an abandoned 
and profligate mother ; whose example she followed ; 
and' by whom she was educated ifi the very school of 
licentiousness, Italy.” 

Italy !” exclaimed Adolphus, recoiling from the 
very sound as if a serpent had crossed his imagination, 
^ was the wife of Frederic a native of Italy 
To which Mr. Markland replied, — 

No, but her mother was; and it is much the same 
thing: she had imbibed all the princi))ic.s and habits 
of that dangerous and seductive country while on a 
visiivwitli tie signioi^, who had formed iujproper 
intimacy with or;ie of the Italian noblesse: by whom 
she was presenUHl with a magnificent; establishment on 
terins the most disgraceful and shocking to female 
delicacy : and it was with such a iiinibfr that Maria 
Henrietta was educated. On her uetuin to England, 
her beauty, aided by superior art (in which she was 
dexterously skilled by her designing motlier) gained 
her the possession of innumerable admirers ; and among 
1dieiiuml>er of the most passionate and subdued cap- 
liras to her all-powevfui altractions was Fietleric AiK^- 
lihUburty who .married her. No aoQnei* however was 
lwv4;iijghted at the torch of Hymen, than he discovered- 
thiat;^4ii'were not angels who wore an angel’s form; 
4ikd4)hat>diis; Maria Henrietta was nothing more than 
ai fprefl%ate iand u wantoii : . and the consequences 
which' it was4iatural4o suppose would iresuU from such 
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a union have successively followed. Now, U^ougU i 
am sorry, nay, inexpressibly grieved, that this ac^cidpnt 
should have so powerihlly aflected the feelings of my, 
worthy ol4 friend, yet, i have really no compas^on f(|r. 
the situation in w'hich it has placed Frederic, as it is.a. 
just puiiishincnt for the miseries he has heaped on th^ 
heads of others. Had he never deserted poor Ffumyv 
there might have been something said to palliatp 
indiscretion, and 1 should now feel Ibr his domeatii^ 
misfortune; but 1 positively can neither respect, por 
pity tlie sorrows of that man, who could 
betray u female to dishonor, and. then abandpp.}iei\to{ 
the reproaches of her own consciei^efand tlip 
iag scorn of her merciless and rancorous ciieinies,”.j,*^ , 
Adolphus listened with the most proti^d 
to the comimiiiicalion so obligingly oifered^ to ihiin by 
Mr. Mai^kiand, in whom, he discerned a inuijb pf ^lie 
most extraordinary ubiiities, although a)i;coiUfpanjed 
with some excentricititjs of character ;,yet a bqnevoleut 
heart, like the bright beaming sun, shone conspicuously 
through the whole, and linished the portrait of a good 
man. Still Adoljihus could not avoid bc^towing^jSOipp 
thought on tlie situation of the vVreU^licd., Frederic; 
and tl^e idea ol' his life being at l^ist sacri tied |l>y the 
misconduct of an unworthy woman, inade.bim exproas 
his fears and apprehensions to Mr. Marhland, ^ that 
Frederic might fall by a duel; and intreaie4j,^ii,p)i;,t!Q 
suggest soini^ |)y which, such a calami tpuS: cir- 

cumstance, every way so shocking to the feelings of a 
father, might be prevented. At which Mi*. Markland 
smiled, and involuntarily exclaimed, 

Fall by a 6d41e de dee! My dear Walsinghani, 

1 thought you had known your cousin Frederic better. 
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NO) take my word for it, Frederic will never fight. . 
The man who is coward enough to injure and betray 
a h^lesB Woman, will never meet a man of honor 
or course if there is a possibility of avoiding such an 
encounter you may safely rely upon it. No, he will be 
ynry glad to get rid of his Maria Henrietta as soon as 
he can cm the only terms that are now left : he will 
sae Ihr a divorce as speedily as possible, which there 
k Ho doubt but he will as speedily obtain ; and by this* 
means emancipate himself from slavery. Had 1 such 
a wtfb, I should have thanked my fortunate stars to 
have been rriieved fiwm sucdi a troublesome bargain.” 

Adi^hns cmuld not resist smiling at Mr. Markland’s 
reraaik m spite of his utmost efforts to prevent risibi- 
^,mtdadM, ^ 

** Bat my dear sir, ycni would not have liked to have 
, ported with a wift on such terms, would you 

I do Dcd knew,” answered Mr. Markland: If 1 
had married such a woman 1 should have expected it.” 

. An old and fiu^ful domestic of Sir Mildred’s now 
pot his head in at the door, and without ceremony, 
joyfully exclaimed, — 

** God be thanked ! my honored master is better : he 
has hod a eomfi>rtable sleep; is now awake; and is 
derirous of seeing Mr. Walsingham immediately.” 

** Let us both 'instantly attend him,” cried Mr. 
MarMand; and they immediately followed old Gregory 
to fte chamber of Sir Mildred Austinqpurt. 
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CHAPTER LV. 

Adolphus on approaching the bedside of his unde 
was shocked at the change which only a few hours 
had produced in a countenance, which, at otiier thnes, 
always bespoke cheerfulness and serenity; grief, and a 
peculiar expression of impatient anxiety, were now 
strongly marked in his features; and in a voice languid 
and mournful be exclaimed to Adolphus as he drew 
near to him with the tenderest inquiries after his 
health, — 

‘‘ Why better dear Dolphy, much better; bnt 1 have 
been much shocked by the intelligence 1 y^erday re- 
ceived, and felt for Frederic what perhaps he never 
felt for me : but I am his fether : I have always acted 
like one towards him, and 1 cannot now be insensible 
to his misfortunes, or rejoice at his sufierings.” 

To which Adolphus^itaking the hand of Sir Mildred 
and pressing it to his lips, replied,— 

** Heaven forbid my dear uncle that any one should 
rejoice at the misfortunes of another : and I am too 
well acquainted with the sensibility of your own ex- 
cellent heart not to imagine what your feelings must 
sustain on this distressing occasion. For my own 
part, 1 have long forgiven Frederic (he injufy he once 
did me, and could any assistance of mine be avaiftng, 
would most willingly tender him an offer of my no- 
vices.” 

“ Ah ! my dear Dolphy ! you do not know the excess 
of misery into which Frederic is plunged by his un- 
fortunate marriage with this abandoned woman,” cried 
Sir Mildred, raising himself on his pillow and speak- 
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ing^ in a more firm and elevated tone than lie had yet 
done, it is not sufficient that, she has disgraced the 
name of Austincoiirt and dishonored her husband, but 
she found means to plunder him of his eflects and pro- 
perty : Frederic is a ruined man nephew ! Long have 
I borne the consequence of bis imprucleiit connexion 
with Ibis Italian Circe with a patient shrug, and long 
have I known of his embarrassments ; but 1 was not 
prepared for this finishing stroke to the sum of his 
affairs : l^may endure poverty; 1 can tear affiiction, 
when it has pleaded the hand of Providence to heap it 
on my devoted head ; but 1 cannot support, disgrace 
and infamy!^’ 

With which you have no concern my worthiest 
frjb^ndr’ exclaimed Mr. Markiand, who had sealed 
himself near Sir Mildred the opposite side to thu.t 
where Adolphus wus placed, and with w hich you 
cannot charge yourself with the smallest part, There- 
fprel in treat you to be coinpo^nl and listen to mison, 
listen to friendship. Frederic has brought this mis- 
fortune upon himself; therefore iu> one is answerable 
for his conduct: and perhaps it is such as Provideuc'c 
is pleased to visit him with ; we cannot sec into .futu- 
rity, nor must we murmer at its dccreOsS.” , 

“ It is true exclaimed Sir Mildred, while excessive 
agitation nnarkech every feature and greatly algrined 
Adolphus, “ it is all true Markiand, but this is uo 
moment for evasion, when 1 know' no^how' sooa 1 may 
be summoned before that awful tribunal, at which all 
concealments must be revealed : why therefore should 
1 hesi^te to copfess that I have loved Frederic, even 
with his faults^ much Better tlian the rest of my children, 
by having permitted him to make a beggar of lii^ 
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filther. Markland, in the presence of my nephew 1 
now grieve to day, that Frederic has, by his own in* 
volvemetits, greatly embarrassed me. I do not think 
ths^t after my demise there will be a shilling left for my 
poor Edmund and his sisters. And this is not all, I 
have now in my cabinet an unanswered letter of Pre* 
cleric’s, where he advises me to apply for pecuniary 
reimbursements to lady Theodora Percy ; * whose 
purse,’ he obsorYos, Ms large enough to support us 
all, and whose generosity was^boundless. Besides, he 
added that he had claims on Theodora which no one 
knetv of but himself, claims which she dare not disown ; 
and that lie expected I should immediately apply to 
her and remit him a supply to recruit his finances. 
You may suppose witli what disgust I received this 
letter, for I never answered it : and respecting Theo- 
dora 1 lia4 ever been silent : she has imprudently in- 
volved hijrself in some rnyv^^terv (which, I understand, 
was )>efo#e the death <»f lady Aiislinc'ourl) the nature 
of which, she either does not choose, or dare not make 
me acquainted with ; this t<»getbcr with some observa- 
tions that 1 made ojj certain cliaracters who accompanied 
lu^r from Italy, has occasioned a coldness between 
Sir MildrcKl ntuv sunk almost breathless on his pil- 
low, and for the remainck r of iiie night was unfit for 
turther conversation with his beloved nephew, who 
retired only to an adjoining apartment with Mr. 
Marklaiid ; vvheve they determined to Yvntcb throiigli'' 
out the night. Ad -Iphus felt no disposition to sleep 
in the agonizing state of his present feelingS ; which 
were greatly augmented by the disclosure of his uncle’s 
affairs and the increased mysteries which involved the* 
conduct of huly 'riieodora Percy, wlioiu he yet loved 
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witii the most unabated ardour of affection. In short, 
Ad«dphuB felt the neeemity of coming to an arrange* 
ment of his own affiurs, and to o£^ assistance to his 
tmele EB he might require it; and he conceived it only 
his duty to give to the protector of his infancy and the 
bwUier of his mother. Of the property bequeathed 
to him by the generosity of Miss Grandison he had not 
yet received a shilling; -the whole of which exceeded 
ten thousand pounds, including her family mansion iA 
Wales ; which Adolphus, before he learned the em- 
brnramment of his uncle, predetermined to present as 
a gift to his beloved Edmund ; and he resolved, that 
even now, he would not give up that intention. But 
Adolphus was possessed of other sums which he had 
accumulated, with the most persevering industry, 
during his partnership in. the concern of Leonard 
Morrison ; and with these he determined to part for 
the relief and necessities of his uncle. Well knowing 
that the property left him by Camilla Grandison was 
lodged in such sufficient hands, that he could draw for 
the whole at the shortest notice, besides some rents in 
Wales which were yet unpaid. A]1 these reflections 
served to occupy* the mind of Adolphus while Mr. 
Markland alternately slept and watqhed by his side. 
And as Gregory constantly brought reports to them 
of Sir Mildred, that he was better and now profoundly 
sleeping, they took coffee, and conversed without any 
interruption till daylight began to peep through the 
windows. 

Mr. Markland however had not failed to expatiate 
greatlyon the vile misconduct of Frederic Austincourt ; 

his wanton depravity in persuading his father to 
borrow money to supply his wants from the purse of 
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lady Theodora Percy, and of the deplorable state 
to which he had reduced and squandered 4Hriy the 
property of that &ther, already too Idind to h» 
tailings and too indulgent to his taults. 

** But what has he to do with that angd ? that k 
what I want to know," continued Mr. MaAkad , 
fixing his eyes with a peculiar and marked expresneei 
qn the flushed cheeks of Adolphus as he made the. 
enquiry; who replied, but with some degree; of embar- 
rassment V 

What angel, Sir ?” 

And Mr. Markland immediately retorted— - 

“ That is an excellent joke, by Jove! then you do 
not know the angel I allude to. You are inoon*. 
ceivably dull, 1 must needs own, Mr. Walsingham ; 
want of sleep has rendered your wits somewhat 
muddy, 1 must therefore repeat what has such a cha- 
racter as Frederic Austinoourt to do with such an 
angel as lady Theodora Percy !” 

That, Sir, 1 do not know," answered Adolphus 
in the utmost confusion. 

“ But cannot you guess ?" cried Mr. Bfarkland 
impatiently, and not removing his expressive eye from 
the countenance of Adolphus, who after a short 
pause, answered — 

I believe Mr. Markland, 1 almost fear that lady 
Theodora’s well known generosity of character has 
been greatly imposed on by the deceptive arts of the 
Austinconrt lamily, and by which she has been un- 
warily drawn into the knowledge of some mysterious . 
aSair which she is bound in honour, perhaps by an 
oath the most sacred, to hold secret." 

I suspect as much," cried Mr. Markland, and 
4 M 
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j^oFt I have lately began to suspect something 
e^ leiaMvti to that sweet creature, and which I dace 
n|>C!a|tj to you, feartul you should: blow out tny 
trains !’^ and Mr. .Markland burst intoan iinraodmtlte 
^ iCil^Jax^ter at the amazed and almost, petli^ficd 
_ of Adolphus, who in alarmed accents 

. TeU me, Sir, for heaven’s sake, what you suspect 
of, lady Tlieedo^ Percy !” 

To which Mr. Markland replied — 

** Why I believe, Sir, that niy suspietons will 
stand the t(iSt of the strictest investigation, when I 
Il(i8itivaly|.dcichir9 to you that I have discovered an iin- 
poctant secret-^hc is passionately in love! and I 
Irntto; dispoymed the <d>ject of that pasmn without 
beiag a conjurer — his name is” 

, Adolpjius feeliagn return of all his old sensations, 
apd Amading to bear the name of Antonia pronounced 
by Mr. Markland, oxclaimefb-^ 

“ If the name is a disagreeable one, Sir, forbear to 
mention it 1 do not wish to hear it.” 

; Mr. llHarkland sow lauglied heai^ily, and grasping 
tha hand x>f Adolphus, exclaimed—' 

Trifles bght at air, arc to the jealous 
“ CuofitmaUoB, ftrpng «s proofs 
“ From, hoi j writ.” 

■ ,tt,<Mo#: Sirs the- name 1 rnebiv is by uo means a disa* 
j;reeable one, and’ by your leave I will mention: it, 
thougli you should faint at tlic sound. What think 
you of Adolphus Walsingbam !” 

Mr. Markland, you will think me a very foolish 
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fellow,” returned Adolphus, retoming hfs gnnp ttf 
friendship the moment he had relieved hisfeara. ' 

To which Mr. Markland replied — 

** No, my dear boy, but I should tiiink you a very 
insensible one if yon could look at lady Theodora 
Perry, and afterwards pronounce that yon did aOt 
love her ! VITiy I love her, and every body lovesfi^. 
No, no, 1 mistake, lady Mountsorrel and lady Ville> 
Voy do not love her ; and why they do not dOM not 
remain a parable. She is a brilliant Star, Over dhidh 
(hey cannot throw a dark cloud. She is a flower in a 
lonely desert — there is none resembles her. Thefis is 
a fragrance in her smiles wafting odours Sweeter'than 
the balmy breath of roses ; and her voice — 

“ Comes o'er the ear, like the sweet South 
*' Breathing from a^umk of violets ! 

But dOiiH be jealous of me, Walsingham, 1 have no 
design on lady Theodora’s heart ; oT if 1 had, 1 hUve 
a shrewd guess that I must send my arrows through 
yours, for it is safe in your possession.” 

Adolphus looked transported at the thought ; not* 
withstanding which he was profohodly silent on the 
merits of Theodora, leaving Mr. Markland to ‘form 
what conclusions he thought proper as to the rntWH 
tioii of his heart. 

While they each retired to their respective «liaBi> 
bers in order tp take some necessary repose, having 
first paid their duty to Sir Mildred, who declared that 
he felt himself consid^'rably better ; in which supposi- 
tion they were not deceived, for the physician in the 
course of that day did not hesitate to pronounce Sir 
Mildred out of danger, to the no small joy of his 
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and attached domeatics, and the rapturous 
cca^patubtipi^s of all his friends. Not indeed that he 
waa fet permitted to leave his chamber, but he was 
raahled to converse without that impatient and rest- 
fess anxiety he had exhibited through the first stages 
of his indi^Kwition ; and it is possible, that as he had 
obtniBed several private conversatimts with Adolphus, 
his nund was considerably relieved. 

Meanwhile the guests at Austincourt Priory went 
on in their usual way of amusing themselves without 
emisaltlng any body’s taste or humour but their own. 
Lwd ViBeroy continued to be the bumble and pas> 
sionate adorer of the charms of the bewitching lady 
Mountsorrel ; and lady Mountsorrel continued to 
torment by every species of coquetry in her power her 
captive lord and slave. 

A letter had also been dispatched to a certain Air 
personage not many miles distant from the Priory, 
inferming her of the state of Stj* Mildred’s health, and 
tiie domestic misfortune of Frederic, which was quickly 
answered, not by the return of the me^nger, but with 
lady Theodora herself. Adolphus received her from 
her carriage with & trembling hand and a transported 
countenance, and as be conducted her to the chamber 
of his’ uncle, softly whispered — 

“ Oh, Theodora ! loveliest creature, do you pardon 
and forgive my rash and impetuous disposition, which 
made me guilty even of rudeness towards you when 
last we met ? By Heaven 1 never more will offend ! 
nevjer again cherish such impressions. Say you. for- 
give me Theodora, and” — 

“ You will not do* so again till a future opportu- 
nity,’’ exclaimed Theodopi, with a smile so truly and 
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bewitchingly lovely, that Adolphus caught the snowy 
hand that was half yielded for his acceptance, and 
pressed it fervently to bis lips, while he passionately 
repeated — 

No I will never again betray such marics of 
folly, Theodora. 1 will not by that bright and blessed 
planet that now surrounds us.’* 

It was certainly a case in point. The moon was 
then shining with her soft resplendent lighten the tur** 
rets of the Priory. 

Lady Theodora repeated the following passage firom 
Romeo and Juliet with the most inexpressible bar* 
mony and beauty 

** Swear not by the moon, the inconttani moon, 

** That monthly changes in her circled orb, 

** Lest that thy love firov» like wife variable.** 

Adolphus was about to reply to the lovely and irre* 
sistible speaker, when steps were beard advancing 
towards them. It was^lord Villeroy and Mr. Marie- 
land. The former rested his eyes for a moment on the 
face of Theodoni, and started with involuntary sur- 
prise, while he exclaimed — 

By Heavens! the same sweet’ creature that 1 
encountered this morning in the Woodman’s hut I” 

« It is lady Theodora Percy,” softjy whispered Mr* 
Markland, and taking the arm of lord*Villeroy, they 
proceeded hastily along the corridore. 
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CHAPTER LVI. 


WteUun* the exclamation of lord Villeroy had 
reached the ear of the then highly happy and trans* 
ported Adolphus, or the sentence which afterwards 
tbUowed 'ftein the lips of Maricland remained a secrdt, 
for his heart beat with rapture, and his countenance 
eras RRpraasive ef the tumultuous feeling;^ which 
«ei|picd 'widMn ; nor did the roseate blush which 
mantled in crimson hue the fair cheek of the lovely 
Theodora, prove that she was insensible to the warm 
praises of her pas4o9ilte lover, as they entered tuge* 
ther, arm in afoii the chamber of Sir Mildred, who 
now, placed in an easy chair, seemed not only free 
fivin the effects of his late severe indisposition, but 
disposed to indulge in cbeerftd and enlivening conver- 
sation, every precaution being observed not to agitate 
his feelings by adverting to the suliyect of Frederic’s 
domestic misfortune. At length,, after a painfully 
suppressed sigh,* Sir Mildred turned towards lady 
Theodora and exclaimed — 

1 suppose, my dear girl, that Dolpby has told you 
all about Frcderic*8 misfortune?” 

To which lady Theodora, taking the hand of Sir 
Mildred and pressing it to her lips, replied with an 
air of the most compassionate kindness — 

Why 1 will not pretend to say that he has not ; 
but positively I will not hear you say any thing on 
that subject unless you wish to banish me from your 
presence an bopr '«>oiier than I intended to go. I 
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know very well that Frederic haa loat a wife in a way 
not the nioBt pleasant to bis feelings } but these are 
‘‘ accidents that will happen in the beat regblated 
fentilies,” as the play says. 

Sir Mildred shook his head, and fbiwing a>nielMi* 
dioly sinile, observed — 

No, dearest Theodora ! they are such aceideaia 
that will never happen in a well regulated fetolly, 
which I grieve to say Frederic’s was not. Hn was ab 
infatuated as to leave the whole government of his 
aifairs in the hands of an abandoned woman, uHl now 
too late I fear repents of his folly*' 

To which lady Theodora immediately answere d ’ ' 

“ But, dear Sir, if we cannot govern ourselvc8,>iit48 
morally impossible to suppose that we shall be abte'to 
succeed in our attempt to govern others. What right 
Imve we to expect it I however we won’t talk of one 
another’s failings, unless we feel inclined to coMoet 
our own ; and I am it no humour to be angry with 
myself at this time, when I have the inexpressible 
happiness of seeing you so much recovered from your 
indisposition.” 

Theodora uttered these words with sueb enchanting 
sweetness, that Sir Mildred, casting on her a lo<di of 
the warmest approbation, exclaimed— 

“ Theodora you have a methotf of creeping into 
hearts totally different to every other person, has not 
she nephew ?” 

This was a most unfortunate apjmal made to Adol- 
phus, for he blushed a colour of the deepest dye, well 
knowing tliat he had affected pn indiffei'ence to the 
liewitciiing manners of Theodora, which had always 
Imun more imrticularly marked when in the presence 
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of bis uncle ; but this was no moment for evasion, and 
he felt so completely happy in the transporting 
tliought that he at last possessed the entire affections 
of this lovely creature, that glancing towards her with 
a rapturous smile, he exclaimed — 

** She has indeed, Sir, a magnetic influence, and I 
have long felt the power of her enchanting spells.” 

^ But some hearts would rather be bound in slavery 
than be free,” cried Sir Mildred ; “and I think, Dolphy, 
that is precisely the case with yours.” 

“ Walsingham I will thank you' to order my car- 
riage,” cried lady Theodora, with a face covered with 
blushes. “ There is no standing this invasion of com- 
pliment ; when the advance of the enemy is so insi- 
(fious, one does not know when we may be obliged to 
retreat.” 

“ To surrender you mean, you little gipsey,” cried 
Sir Mildred, “ fbr I think that is a much more probable 
tnnclusion of the engagement between two such hearts 
as those of Adolphus Walsingham and Theodora 
Percy, neither of which appears to be impregnable.” 

Adolphus looked too transported 'to utter a word; 
and Theodora contrived to conceal her blushes 
beneath the shade of a large straw bonnet, which 
completely hid from observation her lovely and be- 
witching ^tures. The carriage having drawn up, 
she arose to depart, having bade Sir Mildred a kind 
adieu, with a promise of repeating* her visit very 
shortly, and actually had retreated as far as the door, 
when she suddenly quitted the arm of her conductor 
and tripped back to Siy Mildred, presenting him with 
a sealed paper, which she drew from beneath her 
scarf, and without wailing to hear a single sentence, 
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she hurrieil Adolphus down the staircase, bowed to 
Mr. Markland, who had stationed himself at the 
tranco of the ball, and sprung into the carriage with 
the light-footed tiiinbletiess of a fairy ; which imme- 
diately drove off from the gates of the priory. 

Liord Villeroy, however, had been drawn to the 
window', as well as Angelina, by motives expressly 
opposite to each other ; for, in the former, there was a 
*prcdorninant curiosity, w'hich, in spite of the invidious 
glances of lady Mountsorrel, he could not divest him- 
self of, to behold again lady Theodora Percy ; and in 
his amiable little sister, it was iiu oliintary tx^spect and 
admiration for an object she had always held in este^nn 
and veneniiion, and for more reasons than one, was 
very desirous of renewing an acquaintance with. Meaii- 
w'hilc,q)oor Rebecca Mantle did not dare to stir front 
her seat, nor yet remove her eyes firom a silk purse 
she was netting for her beautiful iiiistress, w'ho sat in 
sullen and indignant silence by the 'side of her t//cre 
the dear, kind consoling, and always accommo- 
dating lady Yilleroy, who never offended, because she 
invariably copiei^ the propensities, let them be ever so 
absurd, or highly ridiculous, of the* divine Elinor: she 
had observed the almost electric motion of lord Ville- 
roy as he flew towards the window' when lady Theo- 
dora was getting into her carriage, also the fond 
impatient anxiety of Angelina to obtain a glance of 
her so greatly ^dmired friend. And lady Yilleroy, 
who had nothing to employ her time but by incesfflmtly; 
watching the looks and actions of others, coidd not Jet 
even the poor silent Rebecca Mantle pass unnothsed 
in the calculations of her ladyship^s alert observations : 
i’he must watch her too : in order to do which, she was 

4 N 
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oUiged to peep under her dark eyelashes (for Rdbecca 
had fine dark eyes, although she apparently had red 
hair), and lady Villeroy tho’ught she could discover in 
thoaa eyes a glistening tear, which fell in silence, but 
w^out sympathy from lady Villeroy. It was very 
atiunge, she thought, that Rebecca Mantle should 
died a tear, whose situation was so enviable. The 
OMopanion of the divine Elinor shed a tear! It was 
very mysterious; and turning with a look of severity' 
towaids her daughter, she exdaimed, — 

“ Upon my word, 1 protest that the sight of lady 
Theodora Percy has occasioned some peculiar symp* 
toms of curiosity and of anxiety, which is all wonder* 
ftiUy strange. You, my lord Villeroy, must needs fly 
to the window to obtain a glance of her ladyship ! 
Yon, Mias Villeroy, were doubtless equally anxious : 
and here is Miss Mantle, absolutely crying because she 
could not see this extraordinary phenomenon. I pro* 
test, that I think you all amazingly ridiculous. I 
should not put myself to the smallest inconvenience to 
behold lady Theodora Percy, 1 promise you.'* 

liadyMoants<HTel, regarding the seally tearful eyes 
of Rebecca with a., look of the most supercilious scorn, 
burst; into a loud malicious laugh, not deigning to in- 
quire into the cause of her uneasiness. Lord Villeroy 
looked at his inothhr with an air of displeasure, and at 
lady Moontsonrel with surprise. While Angelina, 
pitying the feelings of her favorite Rebecca and resent* 
Itity blushing, exd8imed,~> 

** 1 oohM not possibly conceive my dear mamma 
that you could feel displeased at my going to the win- 
dow to look at lady Theodora when my brother was 
there at the same instant ; and ns to Miss Mantle, 1 
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clonH in the least wonder at her eyes being flill of tears, 
she is in so much pain : she has been compluiung all 
day of the effects of a most distracting t:ooth>aehe. 
Have not yon Miss Mantle?” 

To which Miss Mantle coolly replied, but not re- 
moving her eyes from her work, — 

^ Yes Miss Villeroy, I am really at this momeilt int- 
fering from the effects of pain, which I just now finmd 
to be intolerable. 1 did not however wish to trouble 
any one with my complaints ; and feel infinitely obliged 
to you for the kind anxiety you have expressed on my 
account.” 

Lady Villeroy now really looked ashamed at the 
gentle reproof of her amiable child, for which she de- 
termined to give her a lecture at some more convenient 
opportunity ; and turning to Miss Mantle, with an aix 
of affected kindness, she exclaimed, — 

Poor dear Miss Mantle ! and so you have got the 
tooth-ache ! WeU, I am excessively sorry I assure 
you. If 1 had known it 1 would not have said a word 
to distress you ; on the contrary, I beg you will make 
use of my medicine chest : you will find something in 
it that will immediately give ydb relief.” 

To which Miss Mantle replied with a peculiarly 
marked expression, — 

“ 1 thank your ladyship, but there is no medicine 
which can at present relieve me: patience is my best 
remedy, and I must try its power.” 

Whether at this moment the tones in Rebecca’s 
voice were more than usually pathetic, 'or that they 
seemed more melodious, or firom some cause which 
could not at present be easily accounted for, but lord 
Villeroy seemed electrified at the sound of that voice 
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lie ba;} hither|[o been wholly indifierent to ; aad look* 
ing ii^ Jlfliss Mantle, with an air of astoniehineut, he 
. exclaimed,-- 

“ Rebecca, if I did not know ^at the thing yt^s 
imposaihle, 1 should have imagined that you were in* 
spired with that voice from the mouldering ashes of 
• her who has long since been consigned to the dust, 
for never did I listen to such familiar tones.” 

Lady Villeroy looked reproachfully at her son, as 
lady Mountsorrel appeared highly displeased with his 
familiar conversation with her companion, whom she 
never treated but as a servant, and exclaimed, — 

“ I protest Charies you have taken leave of your 
senses ; for the person you allude to, and who has 
been dead a considerable length of time, had not in 
^he first place, the smallest resemblance to Miss Man* 
tie, for she was considered extremely beautiful ; and 
then she had so remarkable a voice, that that”— - 

“ I never hoard any voice but IVJiss Mantle's that so 
remarkably resembled it,” cried lord Villeroy, with a 
deeply suppressed sigh, and a considerable silence 
ensued ; during which. Miss Mantle quietly putting 
away her nitting, arose, and with a respectful courtesy, 
quitted the room at* the same instant that Adolphus 
and Mr. Markland entered it ; and the latter seating 
himself without ceremony, very delibesately took a 
paper from his pocket and read over a list of names, 
among which were the following ;--Sir Mildred Aus- 
tincourt ; lord Villeroy ; lady Villeioy ; Miss Villeroy ; 
lady Mountsorrel; Adolphus Walsingham : — 

“ And lady Theodora Percy,” exclaimed Mr. Mark* 
land, “ What an angel'J she has liberally subscribed 
the sum of two hundred pounds to relieve the distresses 
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of Uie poor in the neighbourhood of Heathvood, hp> 
sides having daily administered to their sufferii^ 
herself, her very sweet self; with her own hands has 
she carried provisions to the sick, the aged, and the 
infirm I What do your ladyships now think of lady 
Theodora Percy?” 

Lady Mountsorrel preserved the most contemptuous 
silence. Ever since Adolphus had retorted on her 
* ladyship's severity she had been particularly guarded 
in her speech, or in making any pointed remarks on 
the conduct of lady Theodora for reasons most potent, 
and which were for the present Ibcked up in her secret 
repository of thoughts ; while lady Villeroy replied to 
Mr. Murkland in the following manner : — 

“ Yop are prodigiously fond of applying to me Mr. 
Markland, though 1 daresay you do not care mrm for 
my opinion than any other person's; and 1 shall give it 
you without fear, or having respect for any person* 
ages whatever, who nsay not choose to relish my senti- 
ments (here lady Villeroy glanced most maliciously 
towards Adolphus, who was playing with Sambo, and 
alternately conversing with Miss Villeroy, to whom 
he always paid the most respectful attention). In 
regard to lady Theodora’s very liberal contributions, 
1 do not see any thing so very extraordinary in sudi 
marks of her liberality, when it is considei'ed that she 
is in the possession of such immense property: she can 
aflbrd to be liberal : and 1 am sure she makes herself 
very ridiculous and very conspicuous in her manner of 
bestowing it. . Did ever any body hear of a personage 
of her exalted rank going into filthy cottages and 
taking dirty little brats out of-their beastly beds to ex- 
amine whether they have got the fever, on purpose 
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will ghre a patient hiring at all events to your roman* - 
tic and interesting cottage tale; which 1 dafc say will 
be found to be highly amusing. Cannot you introduce 
a knight'Crrant too, and a lady of the lake, to finish 
ywar adventures.** 

Although* this was uttered with a most invidious side 
glance towards Adolphus, he did not choose to regard 
OP notice it ; as be so far entered into her ladyship’s 
feelings, that he did not completely relish the warm 
eulogiuins which lord Yilieroy had so passionately 
pronounced on the merits of lady Theodora Percy, 
which he could have dispensed with altogether from 
the mouth of such a notorious admirer of female pcr- 
foction as his lordship. 

Meanwhile, Markland, who had actually been per* 
sonating Marplot, in the 4 :omedy of the busy body, 
was almost convulsed with laughter behind the chair 
of Miss Yilieroy, who could scarce preserve her gravity 
at the gestures he made, at baying introduced a scene 
of such extraordinary novelty ; as lady Yilieroy had 
token a bottle of aromatic perfume, which she was 
holding to the delicate nose of her beloved Elinor, 
while her displeased lovm' addressed her in the follow* 
ing manner. 

** The approach of the violent tempest lady Mount* 
sorrel which assayed me this morning on my intended 
journey to Avondale induced me to take shelter in a 
woodman’s hut in the neighbouring;, forest. On my 
entrance I v/ai attracted by the neatness and clean* 
liness of its humble inhabitants, which consisted of the 
following personages : an old woman approaching to 
seventy sat spinning at a wheel with all the cheerful* 
ness, timagfa not the activity of youth; while a 
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6i>e,i»fco8e|i»1ft>BdddBc«teloolM |i fM> ii^ ^ 
lier^fHkeiM iimdid, ^as seafteci Mi a fat*^ ^tKaMr dbair 
BaartotteMatin^cmbaraafa'irtodiiTe. 
polite eoner my atteBtkm waa dhreeted to Che loMt 
iaCeviMtiBi' aiglrt haafiBable ; it «Hi« the Igare tt a 
y ate hM IlMMde, to iiteeM<am8an in&tot ivatitoMi|diig, 
and wit aa o Uttki^ebteahtoee t«ated on a boaom loora 
white and ttaoapaNHit than the imowy blewottM of 
May. A grey naoMo, whi^ teas partly thrown off 
her shoidders tor the euivenieney of mining die infioit, 
diaeoverad the co i tespo nd ef n thoaoty of her fbnn ; and 
aitbouf h her featarev wme ddteate, etmeealed under 
alarge straw hat, they were at moments so pereeptible, 
as to discover a &ce of uneotnmon loveliness to my 
observatien. 1 could not tor a moment imagine that 
the object before me war the mother of the sleeping 
innoeent, or that toe was an inhldiilant dPao lowly an 
hut, and myenrioBity led me to make an inquiry rfthe 
old woman, in whoa^ hands 1 deposltod some silver as 
retam for her eivilKy, and toe answered me in die 
following terms: 

^ * Sir, she is our benefoetress, and the Mead of tlm 
poor, and we do not know her by hny other titto* 

* And that is tbq best title, and the most flattering 
cme you could give her,’ uttered I, * hndtoe the rank of 
a duchess, or the title of a queen.** 

* Ah sir ! there would net be so many complaiiifo 
of poverty in the land if that wete the case^’ retttr^ the 
old woman, ‘ for toe would amke efery body haffpy 
round her.' 

* And that h theoQl> pnpose tor whkto kitigtnii^ 
queens should reign over us, rftorted I.’ 

^ ‘ Yes sir, but they don't always keep tethst 
4 o 
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goUm rak^’ l•f^iad tkiold vombb, tlMkiiif Imid 
iii^BVwyiigiltfieBat BMUiBer. * Bat tiwt Wvd)r kdjr 
w IB bettar tlu^ Bfnoeo to oBtfiar bIm» co B BBB emy 
iuf IB tlw blowod week to aee whetiier we keve got m 
ioael*s victiiids. Tfaeae’eaiypoorNaany that you seo 
^tiBg by the fire, afae bw bad tbe tbyer m Itet be* 
taken off «o many poor aonls at HeeAwood; and both 
she and her little baby wa«dd baeo died fiw want of 
aouruIuneBt, while tb <9 by so sadly sidk, if it had not 
been fiw the chaiitalde idadneaB of that sweet bdy ; 
fi>r 1 could not do much tor my poor daughter sir, 
1 ant cdd and feeble; and her huaband had the misibr* 
tune to go to sea and was drowned : but now Nanny 
is getting better and her baby too.’ . 

* And* has Ae prettiest nurse iinaginaUe,’ 
cried I. 

Ah! air, she minds no more nursing of it than 1 
do: she will sit fiw an hour or two wiA little Harry on 
her bp, though she has got such affine lace gown on.’ ” 
iLittle Harry now awoke, and Ae old woman to<d( 
him fitmi the arms of his beautiful nurse, with whom 
I entered into conYersation of a roost interesting kind, 
and soon discovered, the quality, but not the name of 
the bvely bene&ctreee.’ The tempest having stA> 
oded, Ae arose to depart, slipi^og ildo Ae hands of 
the old wotpanlher/iustoroary donatimi. ^ You have 
Ae power raadniB,’ cried I, ^^eoaoediiBg every thing 
bid your perfections.’ A modest blush, and a gtacefiil 
courtesy wap all tbe re|dy that I received to my coni’ 
]dimMit ; juid she vanished in a moment : but not 
befbre she hnd left behind her, by tiro meerest accident, 
the feUowing speeinrob of her poetical and tasteful 
C|pnponl|k«i.” 
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Tfie old iv«>timn fymd ft io tto ^Indir rite Itlii^ttittedf 
and lord Vilt^y tekd aldiid fbe felldlriiili; lines, in 
spite of rile malicious looks of hk iniffignatit moriier, 
the envious sneers of jbdy Mounisorrel, and tlm no 
very highly iptetilied, or pleased sensations of Ad<d« 
pbus Waliiai^iu. 


THE WOODCUTTERS 

Hail to thy stiimj ^ou miiD of toll ! . 
And morn's first blessing ch^r thy native soil ! 
Thy ragged hands bespeak thee what thou art! 
Thy honest fiice prodaims an honest heart, 

Well worthy of thy gains I 

Hard iabouir o*er thy hoary hemliiaf past; 

But sweet reward diaH crown thy work at last! 
Yet by those cheerful siniles which now appear. 
That dieek wSa never wet by sorrow*! tear, 

Son of the rustic plains! 

Well can's! thou tread the thicket's thorny way! 
Direct the travdlcr, if led astray, 

Sete to iby cottage when the t^pest low*r8 : 
Invite him home from the indement show'rs. 
And place him by thy fire ! 

•0 

Thy old wife Meg brings forth ajulk of ale ! 
While thou thyself relate tome i^rry tale; 

And hid thy Meg^ idio dumkltiig at thy side. 

As good a bed as die cmi inake, provide! 

What more can guest desire? 


Written by the aiithoreiis at the early period of fdnrteen ytiars, 
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Theie Iby joyt oM boMl fiiJBiCf 
And llu^ Ihj actionf, ever tore to pteaml 
Beyond wbat pride, wbal pomp, or wealth can give. 

Is honest Industry, by which we lire : — 

Blest he the hallow’d shrine! 

That shrine, at which, the woodman breathes hts pray’r. 
Still to defend his cot from worldly care; 

From proud oppressions and from deadly hate; 

From all these ills avert the woodman's fate. 

And make this prayer mine ! 


Thore lady Mountsorrel,’’ cried lord Villeroy, 
carefully folding up the paper written in lady Theo- 
dora’s hand*writing and replacing it in his pocket* 
book, is precisely the history and conclusion of tlie 
cottage tale ; in which, I have the honor of being the 
knight-errant, and lady Theodora the lovely lady of 
the lake. ^ 1 have a plain unvamh^hed tale delivered,* 
and now claim a smile from your ladyship to reward 
roe for my pains,” 

Bravo ! bravo ! my lord,’' cried Markland, who 
now stole from beh^d Miss Yilleroy’s chatr^ and I 
am sure there is no lady here who will refuse a smile 
to such a tale ; and I exclaim in the words of lord 
Randolph,— 

* Was ever tale with judi gallantry reherrsed V '' 

But to the 710 small astonishment of all present, lady 
Mountsorrel fell into a violent fit of hysterics ; and 
lady Villeroy, in conipliihent to her divine Elinor, im- 
mediately fainted away ; and a scene of confusion 
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ensued which baffled all deseriptioii. Mr. Mnricknd 
flew to the aesistanee of lady Yitteroy, and Adidphos 
to that of lady Moontsorrd, for kard ViUeroy was 
absolutely transfixed in amaseomit; aad AngeKna, 
not knowing whether to laugh or to cry, rensained 
quietly standing by his side. 

The bell was rung for Rebecca Mantle imasedhitely 
to come to the assistance of her lady, and dm instantly 
arrived with a fresh supply of hartdiom, lavender 
drops, aromatic vinegar, and every other restorative 
necessary for a feinting and hysteric lady. Meanwhile 
Adolphus had applied him^lf very sedulously to the 
recovery of his feir charge, and Markland as sedulously 
to his, to whom he quickly administered a very 
copious draught of brandy wUcli stood in a decanter 
on the table, while Angelina. artlessly exclaimed-* 
Miss Mantle had yon not better give lady Mount* 
sorrel some brandy too. I knew it will do her good, 
l>ecause 1 have seen her {ake it a good many times.” 

“ Oh ! by all means Miss Mantle administm* to her 
ladyship this relief,” cried Mr. Markland. ** It is 
an excellent remedy^ for hysteric ladies.” 

Miss Mantle, however, v/as now bathing her lady* 
ship’s temples with vinegar, and could not find a 
haiidkerehief immediately ready to bind them up. 
Adolphus, drawing from bis pocket the very pentical 
one which Rebecca had dropped in the Park, now 
presented it in his hurry to her assistance, while he 
added — 

“ Here is a handkerchief,” Miss Mantle, .which 
1 believe belongs to”— — 

“ Somebody, Sir, but not to md,” instantly replied 
Miss Mantle, turning as pale as ashes, and trenibling 
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90 exceirivefy tliat siw coaid learedy stand. That 
hamlkerdiiof won’t do, it u too small ; and Adolphus 
was jiut fokig to replace it in bis pocket, anaUe to 
guess at tbe extraordinary emotion of Rebecca 
Mantle, when Angelina slipped it out of his hand, 
and spreading it on the table^ exclaimed — 

^ Small 1 why it is exeessirdy huge ; and only look 
wbat a i»<etty name is marked at one comer of it, 

« RoseUa Aubrey/ " 

Instantly hnd Villeroy started wkb shocked and 
involuntary surprise, and darting forward grasped at 
the handkerchmf, Miiile he exclaimed — 

‘‘ RoseUa Aubrey ! said yon Angelina ? Impos* 
sible! it is utterly imposMlde ! it cannot be !” 

To whidi Angelina, holding out die handkerchief, 
replied — 

“ Dear me, invtber, cannot you see ; it is RoseUa 
Aulney as plain as possible, and marked with black 
hair." 

On these words lord Villeroy ma^ but one involun- 
tary motion, and that was to snatch the handkerchief 
out of the hands of his sister, and immediately to dis- 
appear with it. < 

‘‘My brother is certainly bewitched," ‘exclaimed 
Miss ViUeroy, and turned towards Miss ManUe, who 
was muph nearer to feinting than .nny one else had 
been. My gracious Heavens ! Miss Mantle, what is 
the matter with you ?" ^ 

Rebecca made no reply — but she had caught the 
attention of Mr. Markland, who exclaimed— 

“ Why, upon my honour and credit, my dear Miss 
Villmoy, I think wie are all bewitched. Lord ViUe- 
roy is bewitcbed-^lady ViUeroy is bewitched— lady 
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Mountsorrd is bewitelMd-Huid soatething Ins be* 
witched poor dear little Rebecca too. Egad 1 ttfadi 
we have all bees porfiM-miog, not in tbe Gonedy, Init 
in the Tragedy of Errmrs ! witat aay yon, Wal* 

singham ?” 

Adolphus not knowing how to account fbr the 
agitation of Miss Mantle, and yet fiwling nuwt com* 
passionately for her ntuatiim, at the same time he felt 
convinced there was some mystery attadied to the 
handkerchief, knew not what apology to cdfer for 
having so unintentionally pained her feelings, and 
approaching her, in a whispm* repeated— 

Fear nothing— I will not • betray you to lord 
Villeroy ! Whatever be the ccuisequence, rely on my 
fidelity.” 

The countenance of Rebecca instantly brightened 
up ; she gave a look of gratitude to Adolphus, and by 
the time that lady Mountsorrel had thought proper to 
open her eyes, had recovered her self-possession. 

“ Where is that monster ?” uttered she. 

•* Gone to carve on every tree 
The fsfir, the chaste, the inexpresMve she/' 

t^xclatmed Mr. Markland. He is by this time in the 
‘ Forest of Arden* in search of his Rosalind.” 

“ Barbarian !” cuclaimed lady Mountsorrel.’ 

“ Ungrateful viper !” uttered lady Villeroy. 

** Blow Mow thou winter’s wind, 

“ Thou art not so unkind 
“ As man’s ingratitude.” 

cried Markland, assuming a theatrical tone and atti- 
tude. Walsingham, let’s you and I make an honour- 
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aUe rstreat* tiMugh we have wot been tio fortunate as 
tu obtaib a vietoiy." 

Mn MariElead it is higbly neeeasairy for you and 
Mr.f^Wafoing'bani to leave the room/’ cried lady Vil* 
ieroy. “ Elinor, dear love, let us retire sweetest.’* 

** Wa wfll dearest !” r^ied kdy MomteorTel. 
Mantle riuf tin bell for candles.” 
l%e order was ianiediately obeyed ; and Adolphus 
nod Mr. Mnrkland iiaving’ wished their faulyships 
nost stttceraly a bow rrpit after their extraovdimwy 
fiM%ue« were hastily retreactiag towards the door, when 
Mr. MarUand auddenly tomed round, and crossing 
his hands terer Ms breast, repeated~ 

Adieu than ooa{de of incomparables ! snbiune 
lady Villeroy ! divine lady Mountsorrel ! May your 
slumbers be guarded by. a legion of angels ; and yet 
while 1 gmee thus on }wor beauteous foces, I could 
say, tliat— 

“ Parting ii mch fweet mtAw, 

“ Tliat I could *ay good night till it were morrow.” 

Adolphus, now almost convulsed wKh laughter, 
forcibly drew him out of the room, bowing respect- 
fully to all the ladies, who in retiring to their respec- 
tive chambers, suffered the curtain to drop on all 
further’mystaries till the ensuing mSrning. 



CHAPTER LVH. 


Before Adolphus had quitted hin chamber the- 
ensiiiii*; morning, he was surprised by th<‘ appearance 
of lord Villeioy, who, with a countenance pale and 
a»;itated, and with a manner almost abstracted and 
wild, apologized for his early intrusion. 

But did you know, dear Walsinghain,’* uttered 
ho, the tumult of my mind, you would easily com- 
passionate my feelings on the present occasion. I 
beseech you to inform me by what means you came 
into possession of this handkerchief, marked with the 
name of Rosella Aubrey. Surely you could have no 
knowledgi’ oi’ such a personage, even when she waa 
but now slie is no longer in existence. Rosella 
Aubrey is lio more !” and a deep and agonized sigh 
burst from the bosom of lord Villeroy, followed this 
nun ark. 

!M(Mnwlulc Adolphus had collected all that he 
intt‘nth*d to saV respecting the^ handkerchief, and 
re|>lieil tn Iiis lordsjiip iji the following words : 

** Your lordsliip is perfectly right in supposing that 
I have no kjiowledge of such jul l>cing as Rosella 
Aubny. The handkerchief 1 imagine to have been 
dnq)ped in my uncle’s park, for there I found it; and 
by mere accident 1 presented it to IMis.s Mantle, who 
appears in ignorance as w ell as myself respecting the 
owne r of it, since site disclaimed being the owner her- 
self; and this, my lord, is alH know about the hand- 
kerchief which Nou or any other person may lay claim 



to if they pleuse, since it certainly does not belong 
tome.” 

With this account lord Villeroy appeared to be per- 
fectly satisfied, and taking the handkerchief from his 
pocket, he began to examine it with the most scruti- 
liiising attention, and after a considerate pause he 
exclaiined— 

^ It is singularly strange! it is profoundly myste-* 
rious \ and I know not why I suspect there is some * 
extraordinary deception at the bottom of it. The 
jp^fsdo who dropped this handkerchief, Walsinghara, 
in Sir ‘Mildred’s park, •dropped it by design, and not 
accident you may rely upon it. Would that I could 
discover the mysterious intruder ; whether male or 
female they should repent of their temerity.” 

To which Adolphus replied — 

** I grant that the name of Rosella Aubrey is not a 
hackneyed one ; yet still there is a possibility of two 
or three persons being called by yhat name.” 

Ah ! but they could not ineah my Rosella,” 
exclaimed lord Villeroy. She sleeps in the moul- 
dering dust, the victim at once of her^own fond credu- 
lity and ihy unvi^orthiness towards her.” 

I beheld the sweet maid in an humble vale, pure 
as the blossom of the j^eerless lily, and more tran- 
scendaiitly lovely^ than the summer roset She was the 
pride of an aged father’s heart, and repaid his love 
wTth all those endearing and gentle attentions, which 
in the evening of our days smooths the passage to an 
eternal life ; and such was the affectionate Rosella to 
lier aged and infirm parent. In a luckless hour I 
beheld the beauties of the lovely maiden, and like the 
serpent of bid, insiduously crept into the peaceful cot- 
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tage which had so long given shelter to her innocence 
and youth. I devised means to get acquainted with 
the father of Rosella, in such disguises that he knew 
not of my rank and quality ; fortune but too well 
favoured my designs, and the good old man» pleased 
with my modest advances, invited me to partake of his 
humble board. 1 advanced higher to his friendship 
and his confidence, and I was often left in the society 
of his lovely daughter without suspicion and without 
fear. In those moments what did I not avail myself 
of, even while seated as a guest at the fireside of my 
too confiding host. I rifled him of all his heart held 
dear ! I robbed him of his child, and that child of the 
brightest jewel in a woman’s possession — her honour. 
In fine I stole Rosella from the embraces of her aged 
father, and bore her secretly from her native village ; 
for awhile pleased with the novelty of her situation, 
and with a vSacred promise I bad given her to become 
her husband, she did not reflect on the rash and 
imprudent steps she had taken with her destroyer, and 
thought not of her father till it was too late. The 
poor old man hqd died of a broken heart as soon as he 
bad discovered the flight of Rolella ; and when the 
news reached her ear, she grew almost frantic. I at- 
tempted to console her under an assurance of our im- 
mediate union taking place ; and* as 1 really passion- 
ately loved her, sought every means in my power to 
reconcile her ifi her fate. At length I persuaded her 
to accompany me to Italy, where I proposed to mairy 
her ; and hired a beautiful cottage on myarrival for 
her reception. But 1 had so iin merged into the vices 
and follies of a life of pleasure, that 1 too frequently 
left her a prey to her own melancholy reflections. 
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In short, I sometimes wholly neglected my beautiful 
recluse, having formed an acquaintance with some 
females of licentious habits, whose wit, vivacity, and 
sprightliness of conversation, at this period, amused 
me infinitely more than the grave and pensive man- 
rttT9 of my poor Rosella : sbe^iaving heard of my 
gallantries, reproached me for myinconstancy towards 
her in a manner, which, though it stung me to the 
heart, neither my pride or passion well could brook, 
and 'I quitted her in disdain and silence. 

“ Alas ! little did I then imagine, that it would be 
the last time I should ever behold the victim of my 
cruelty again ! I returned to the cottage the ensuing 
morning, but saw not Rosella ! I inquired of her 
attendant, but could only learn, that her mistress had 
gone out a few hours after h had left the cottage the 
preceding evening and had never returned.” 

“*And left no message! uttered I, almost panic- 
atruck at the intelligence.” c 

“ ‘ None but this, my lord,’ replied* the servant, 
bolding out to me at the same moment a note, which I 
hastily tore open, and found it contained only the fol* 
lowing short, but impressive words : — 

‘“lam gone for ever ! The victim of your cruelty, 
deception, and hash ingratitude will m^ver again in- 
trude herself on your notice, or disturb you in your 
profiine haunts of licentiousness. 

“ * Villeroy, fere well ! Rosella is fled to the grave of 
that aged*fether from whom you stole her : she will 
sleep in peace ! When Villeroy shall seek Rosella 
she shall not be found !' 
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Imagine, my dear Walsingharo,’’ continued lord 
Villeroy, “ the excess of my surprise, my astonishment, 
my grief, and my despair at receiving these lines from 
my poor Rosella, conscious that I had wrung-from 
her heart these short, distracted, and incoherent sen- 
tences by the impropriety of my conduct, and my un- 
kind negligence towards her. I searched to recover 
my lost treasure, but fruitless were my inquiries. 
What had been her resources to enable her to take 
her flight I could not discover by any means whatever; 
for she had left behind her the whole of the elegant 
ornaments with whicli, in the moments of my fond re- 
gard, I had presented her; nor had she even taken any 
article of apparel along with her : all remained in her 
apartment. Unable to gain the least intelligence of 
her flight, or the manner, in which she effected it, I 
instantly resolved to quit Italy, and the seductive and 
dangerous society which had deprived me of the pos- 
session of the only u^pman I had ever truly loved: 
the loss of ivhom now preyed on my heart, and loaded 
me with compunction and remorse. At other inter- 
vals, 1 rushed into the bosom of dissipation : but the 
wounding thorn of reflection folloi^ed me there also! 
The image of Rosella fresh in unsullied beauty, such 
as I first beheld her in the humble cottage of her aged 
sire, haunted me perpetually, and strengthened me 
further in the resolution I bad formed of immediately 
repairing to England to seek Rosella even where she 
had directed me, at the grave of her father. In one 
word, I did not doubt but the lost infatuated girl had 
wandered (though I knew not by what means, to her 
native village ; and there I determined to go with the 
utmost expedition. Having made these arrangementi^ 
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in my own mind, I became more tranquilliBed: pre-* 
determined, that if I could again recover Rosella, to 
repair all the injuries I had done to the unhappy girl, 
by imniediately making her my wife.” 

Lford Yilleroy, from excessive emotion, now paused 
and sighed heavily ; while Adolphus, most heartily 
commiserating his feelings, exclaimed, — 

And such a resolution my lord is worthy of an 
honorable man ; and the only reparation w^hich he can 
offier to the female he has betrayed: it is the only 
atonement he can make to soften the wounds he has 
inflicted on her heart ; while he gives repentance to 
his own.” 

And so I W'ould have done Walsingham,” cried 
lord Villeroy, had chance blessed me with the sight 
of Rosella again ! I have.already informed you that 
1 intended to depart from Italy, and I had arranged 
every thing for my embarcation on board of an English 
vessel, when, owing to the following singular and ex- 
traordinary incident, I once more redoubled my search 
to find my lost Rosella. It was the last night that I 
had yet to remain in Italy, and I unconsciously stole 
tihat night towards a chapel there, styled the chapel of 
the saints of Holy Mary ; at which place iny Rosella 
frequently attended. There was no mass performed 
on that>evening, yet still I entered the»lioly sanctuary, 
dear to me from the recollection of my Rosella. There 
was no light but whet was refiecte{l from the pale 
moon-beam which gleamed faintly along the vaulted 
roofi. A^solemn and an awful stillness reigned through- 
out ; and no vestige of a human being near to disturb 
the profound and melancholy reveries into which I 
bad fallen : 1 exclaimed, aloud, Oh ! Rosella ! dear 
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lost liosetla ! now do I indeed meet punishment due to 
an apostate heart once offered to thee in vows of ever- 
lasting love: but here, here in this holy sanctuary I 
swear^ Walsingham, I was on the point of pros- 

trating myself at the foot of the sacred altar, before 
which so many had breathed their vows, when a melo- 
dious strain stole softly on my ear and swelled through 
the vaulted roofs of the chapel of Holy Saints. 1 
started from my recumbent posture : I listened with 
profound attention: when a female voice (but certainly 
it was not that of Rosella) sung the following worda: 
and 1 became suddenly transfixed with mysterious awe 
and amazement : — 

* Cease propbaner ! cease thy prayer ! 

^ In thU hallowed place of rest ; 

* Can'st thou hojie to still despair, 

* By these tumults of thy breast ! 

* Kneel not to that hallowed shrine ; 

' Nor to that holy altar bend, 

* Till thou hast made Rosella thine, 

* Angels will not be thy friend ! 

‘ Offer tlien thy homage hcrcf! 

* Saints will hear it from above ! 

‘ When rejwnlance is sincere, 

‘^)oubt not mercy ! doulft iy>t lovs !’ 

The voice ceased, but its melody vibrated on my 
ear ; and its impression never afterwards faded on my 
recollection! In vain did I attempt to discover the 
mysterious enchantress : 1 attentively surveyed every 
part of the chapel, as far at le^st as the moon admit- 
ted her glimmering light, but I could perceive no 
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traces of a human beings within its sacred walls. 1 
inquired without, but no one had seen a human being 
enter. Heavenly powers! thought I,* can this be 
superstition! No, it was not imaginar)': it was a 
human being that I listened to with such profound at« 
tention ; and its prophetic warning 1 dare not disobey ! 
I hurried to my hotel in a perturbation that may easily 
be conceived from the instantaneous effect which this 
incident had produced oil my feelings, and the follo\v. 
ing day renewed my search after Rosella,'but in vain. 
Without further delay I embarked for England ; 
where, at the very first interview I had with my 
motjher, I found that she had seen Rosella ! Almighty 
Pq^wers! uttered I, and how came she hither!'* 

‘ That,*’ cried lady Villeroy, is a circumstance 
she did not choose to inform me of; nor can I easily 
forget the impression which she made on me when she 
threw herself at my feet, and confessed an acknow - 
ledgment of her error ; and wdicn with uplifted hands 
and streaming eyes she implored iny protection, I, 
after some hesitation exclaimed, unhappy girl, what is 
your name, and who w as your seducer ? J iidge of the 
surprise which yc>ur mother then exjierienced Charles 
when she faulteringly repined,* — 

‘ My name is Aubrey: and he who Letrayed me 
w'as, lord Villeroy !” 

At this discovery of my indiscretion Walsinghum, 
the unfeeling lady Villeroy turned an unpitying ear to 
the sufferings ,of my poor Rosella; and indignantly 
reproaching her, bade her instantly begone from her 
presence, and seek an asylum where she would be 
more welcome. Lady Villeroy was obeyed ; and I 
was almost frantic to learn, that after this interview, 
she hud ne\ er beheld Hosella mori^. 
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It is iiopoBsible to say with what reproaches I as* 
sailed my mother at her inhuman conduct towards 
the poor unfortunate ; and without waiting for fur- 
ther discussion on a subject which every moment 
filled me with the most insupportable angutsbji 1 set 
out post haste for the village of Hampden. On i»y 
arrival, I disguised myself so that no one could have 
known me from my former appearance in that seques- 
tered spot, and flew with impatience towards the once 
happy cottage . of poor old Aubrey ; which I found to 
be in the possession of a new inhabitant. With emo- 
tions that almost overpowered jme, I ventured to in- 
quire of the old woman, with an air of as much in- 
difference as I could assume, if she knew what had 
become of the daughter of Mr. Aubrey. To which she 
replied in the following, words: ^ Why truly sir I 
cannot say I know much about the family, for I am 
not a native of this village; but my son has latdy 
rented this cottage, jnd I am come to look after it. 
All I know is, that 1 am pretty certain there was a 
young woman buried out of this parish about a month 
ago and that her name w^as Aubrey, because I read it 
on the coffin when they were putt i rig it into the ground; 
but it was quite a poor body, I assure you sir, just like 
myself; and as plain a coffin as ever you’d wish to see: 
not so much as a bit of black.’ The old v{oman might 
have talked on till doomsday without meeting with any 
interruption ; |br atihe very first part of her intelli- 
gence, I had become almost motionless and struck 
dumb with horror; and remained looking stedfaatly at 
her, without the power of being able to articulate a 
single sentence. All that I* can remember when 1 
recovered from my state of stupifaciion was the old 
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woman standing by me with a glass of water in her 
hand, and a younger one holding some vinegar to my 
nose. I had been placed in an arm chair, and, as they 
afterwards informed me, had sunk completely into 
insensibility: nor did I perfectly recover, till a shower 
of tears relieved my full heart. ^ But now I am truly 
glad to see you better shr,’ cried the old woman, ‘ to 
be sure 1 did not suppose you would have taken on so 
sadly, or I would not have said a word about*—— 
1 intreated the old woman not to repeat a sentence 
more on so distressing a subject; adding, that I was a 
distant relative of the deceased, and had not been in- 
formed of the afflicting news till the present moment ; 
that it had a little overcome my feelings, by the sudden 
surprise into which it had thrown me ; and thanking her 
for her humane attention tou ards me, I threw into her 
lap a purse full of silver, and precipitately rushed out 
of the cottage; not chusing to make any further in- 
quiries in the village of Hafnpd?n before I departed : 
I had heard sufficient to unman every feeling of my 
inmost soul. My Rosella was indeed lost for ever! 
and according to her prophetic words, I had sought 
hef, but she was only to be found in the grave of her 
father, with whose ashes she now reposed. 

** Unable to contend with the agonizing reflection, 
that I had destroyed this lovely flower ere its blossom 
was half blown, I arrived in town in a state of delirium ; 
and for three weeks my recovery war doubtful, as I 
ravrf continually for Rosella, and acknowledged my- 
self the author of her sufferings and death. At length 
time softened my despair, and threw a veil over the sad 
history of my poor Rosella, and in compliance w ith the 
wishes of. lady Villeroy I once more became an inha- 
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bitant of the gay world, and again a votary of its fas- 
cinating allurements. If I thought of Rosella, it was 
only for a fleeting moment. I thought 1 imagined that 
my heart was capable of forming a second attachment 
equally fervent as the first ; and that when my mother 
introduced me to lady Mountsorrel, 1 had discovered 
in the charms of the beautiful Elinor a mind as replete 
with elegance, a heart as full of tender sympathy, and 
Q temper mild and engaging as that of Rosella Aubrey. 
I need not tell you Walsingbam, that this supposition 
is erroneous ; it was mere illusion ; Elinor has none of 
the qualities of that enchanting maid;, and I will 
never marry lady Mountsorrel, Walsingham, you may 
rely upon it. J udge then what were my emotions on 
beholding this handkerchief last night in the hands of 
my sister marked with the name of Rosella Aubrey; it 
is most mysterious !” 

“ And yet I will venture to pronounce,” uttered 
Adolphus, “ that you will find, after what you have 
related to me, this said handkerchief to have a con- 
nexion, in some way or other, with the mysterious 
songstress in the chapel of All Saints, though who she 
is, I cannot divide.” 

Lord Villeroy and Adolphus immediately proceeded 
down stairs to breakfast, where the usual party, with 
the exception,of Sir Mildred, wq^e assembled, Miss 
Yilleroy, Miss Mantle, and Mr. Markland, who was 
employed in pulling a very pretty posey to pieces, 
which, as he leaned over the back of Rebecca*^ chair, 
he had actually strewed tlje carpet with, gnd at the 
entrance of Adolphus and lord Yilleroy he gaily cbautu 
ed,— 
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' ** * Since life » no more than a pumge at beslv 

^ let Bi strew the way over with flowers.* 

At, which Angelina exclaimed laughing, — 

^ And 1 wish Mr. Markland you had found any 
thing but my flowers to strew over the carpet. Look 
Miss Mantle, he has destroyed the beautiful nosegay 
that I brought over with me from lady Theodora’s !” 

From lady Theodora’s, Angelina !” cried lord 
ViUeroy ; while Adolphus looked equally surprised ; 
and Rebecca Mantle exhibited signs of the utmost 
embarrassment, scarce knowing what she did, as she 
attempted to. pour out some coffee. 

Yes brother, Miss Mantle and I have been over 
to lady Theodora’s because she wanted to speak with 
her, and so I accompanied her also, because I wanted 
to see the beautiful little foundling. Pretty creature ! 
how prodigiously she is grown. Do you know that 
she can repeat her name so plain, and so prettily! 
What a lovely soul it is 1 I don’t in the least wonder 
at lady Theodora being so fond of it.” 

Nor I either I am sure,” cried Mr. Markland, 
it would be a very unfeminiiic like quality, not to 
love a beautiful liHle innocent when it is fostered on 
qur protection; and yet this is a quality which I have 
heard some ladies strongly protest against in the cha- 
racter of lady Theodora Percy. Lacfy Mountsorrel, 
for instance, professes an almost invincible dislike to 
C^jjp^lren of ^every description.” 

, ^ ^bich Angelina very artlessly replied,— 

. I remember she could not bear to endure 

the sight of little Frances when lady Theodora once 
brought her over to Avondale : but lady Mountsorrel 
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is SO ill-natured, she likes nobody but mamma and 
Miss Mantle,” 

And she will not like either of them long,” 
uttered lord Villeroy, fixing his eyes with peculiar 
earnestness on the changing countenance of Rebecca 
while he added, ^ what think you Rebecca, you have 
lived long enough in the service of lady Mountsorrel 
to discover the caprice of her ladyship*s disposition ?” 

* To which Miss Mantle very gravely replied, half 
averting her countenance from his penetrating glance — 

It has been my misfortune, my lord, to have lived 
too long, to discover the caprice, of friendship.” 

And the inconstancy of love, did you mean to say 
too Rebecca,” retorted lord Villeroy. 

Miss Mantle, with a quick involuntary sigh, and a 
blush deeper tinted than the beautiful rose which Mr. 
Markland had just demolished, replied in a low falter- 
ing voice — 

I have lived too Ipng to prove both, my lord.” 

Lord Villeroy looked confused and surprised ; he 
had never heard Miss Mantle say so much ; while at 
the same time Markland repeated, in his usual 
strain — 


And what is friendship but a name ? 

A charm that lulls to sleep, 

A sliadc that follows wealth and fame? 

“ And leaves the wr^ch to weep 

When Miss Mantle, with ah enchanting variety of 
expression in her manner, totally different t6 what she 
had ever evinced before, exclaimed in the words of the 
same poet— 
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And love i« itill an emptier sound, 

“ The modern fiiir one's jest. 

On earth unseen, or only found, 

“ To warm the turtle’s nest.” 

“ Bravo ! my little Miss Mantle !” cried Markknd. 
** There, my lord, try and parry that if you can.” 

liord Villeroy had never removed his eyes from Miss 
Mantle, and when she closed the couplet he started 
from his chair, and walking to the window, exclaimed-'- 

“ It is fancy ! it is illusion !” and then returning to 
the table, he apologized for having quitted it. 

Well, and upon my honour and credit, my lord, I 
deem your lordship's apology highly necessary,” cried 
Markland, ** both to me and Sambo, for you have 
turned over a cup of tea in your haste to get to the 
window, partly over my blue pantaloons, and the re* 
mainder into Sambo’s ears.” 

Which was actually the case, and Sambo, highly 
offended with the affront he had received, sneaked to 
his master, and remained quietly under bis chair, till 
the breakfast things were finally removed. 

Sir Mildred Austiiicourt dines with us to>day for 
the first time sin^e his dangerous indisposition,” 
uttered lord Villefoy. “ How I rejoice at his recovery, 
worthy excellent man. 1 should have been sorry to 
have returned to .Avondale, without, the pleasure of 
being one day in his society.” 

“ One day, my lord,” exclaimed Adolphus. “ I 
hope your lordship has no intention of shortening 
your visU at the Priory.” 

** No indeed, my dear Walsingham, it has been 
considerably prolonged,” returned lord Villeroy, “ but 
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there may be circumstances which would have the 
effect of rendering some society at the Priory, were I 
to continue, much longer one of Sir Mildred^s guests, 
somewhat less pleasurable than 1 expected. Panlon 
me (for the blood of Adolphus had mounted his fine 
expressive countenance, you cannot for a moment 
suspect that I mean any part of Sir Mildred’s family. 
I allude to lady Mountsorrel ; her ladyship you 
know is offended with roe, and as 1 certainly do not 
mean to apologize to her ladyship for any offence that 
I have cmnniitted, of course we shall not be the most 
desirable companions to each other.” 

She is a woman that it is utterly impossible to be 
in good humour with for four and twenty hours toge* 
ther,” cried Mr. Markland, turning to Rebecca. I 
am only surprised, Miss* Mantle, how you can so 
patiently endure her ladysliip’s intolerable insolence. 
1 have seen her insult you a number of times, and 1 
confess 1 have actually»been astonished at your conti- 
nual forbearance.” 

To which Miss Mantle, after a moment’s hesitation, 
replied — 

« Sir — 

“ Sweet are the uses of adTcrsity, which. 

** Like the toad, vcnoinou*; and ugly, 

“ Wears yet a precious jewel in its head.” 

“ Lady Mountsorrel is my benefactress, Mr. Mark- 
land, and I have been patient, because from her lady- 
ship’s hand alone 1 receive my support. I had a home 
once — 1 once had a parent’s home to receive me in— I 
once had a friend too ? but he— deserted me !” 

‘‘ Then by Heaven he was unworthy of the name 
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of nan crisd Mn Markland, inslantly ^hanging his 

into: accents of the most compassionate 

kiadiMas. 

. Meanwhile the eyes hn^ Villeroy were fixed on 
the expressive countenance of Rebecca Mantle with 
astonishment and surprise. The pathetic tone of her 
voioe,: when she altoed. the last sentence, seemed to 
have aiyidcened in. his niod the most painful recollec- 
tion ; aed he was probably thinking of Rosella 
.dtilwey all the time he was intent on a close examina- 
tion of her featured, which induced him sinldenly to 
exclaim — 

** Pardon roe, Miss Mantle, for an impertinent 
enquiry, but had you ever a near relative of the name 
of Aub^' V' 

To which Miss Mantle, in tremulous accents, 
replied — 

** Yes^ roy lord, a very near one — he was my 
■ fiither 1” ^ 

** Impossible, madam,” cried lord Villeroy, springing 
from hpB seat, and pacing the room in the most violent 
disorder. 

To my knowledge, and agonizing' now is the 
recollection, Mr. Aubrey had but one daughter, and 
she ” 

“Is now in the presence of lord Villeroy,” ex- 
claimed the disguised and trembling Rebecca, who, 
with a slight movement of her han^, rurooved part of 
hmr head dress. The red locks which had before nearly 
ccmcealed the whole of her forehead and part of her 
features, in^ntaneously dropped off, with the large 
muslin borttowd cap wbidi she constantly wore, and 
disclosed to the view of the astonished [larty which 



THE TEST OF IITKOCBNCE. 


esi 

surrounded her, a head and countenance of the most 
perfect Grecian mould, surpassing in loveliness any 
they had yet beheld either of ancient or modem itnies. 

“ Rosella Aubrey !” exclaimed lord Villeroy. ‘‘My 
own Rosella r* and she instantly fainted in his now 
protecting arms. 


CHAPTER LVIH. 


The extatic joy of lord Villeroy — the tender, yet 
delicate, sensibility of the no longer disguised Miss 
Aulwey — the surprised Angelina — and the astonished 
Mr. Markland, all together produced a combination of 
feelings in the breast of each party hard to be de- 
scribed. On the niirifl . of Adolphus it occasioned 
neither, having long known, from the hints given him 
by lady Theodora Percy, that there was mystery at- 
tached to the situation of Rebecca IV^antle, and that she 
was not w hat she appeared to be in the service of lady 
Moiintsorrel ; which her late conduct respecting the 
handkerchief, and the sensations which she afterwards 
discovered in the presence of lord t^iHeroy* the more 
strongly confcmed. Still, however, there were mys- 
teries which she herself could only explain, not doubt- 
ing but she had disguised lier voice in the chapel of 
the Holy Saints as effectually as she had contrived to 
veil the beauties of her person so long from the admir- 
ing eye. The hump on the back had also disappeared 
with the red locks, and was no longer perceptible in a 
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form which Rature had spared no pains to render a 
nradel of perfection. 

. Miss Aubrey however did not remain many minutes 
in a state at insensibility ; she soon recovered suffi* 
eient composure to apologize for the conftision and 
trouble she had occasioned, and immediately to disen- 
gage herself from the encircling arms of lord Villeroy, 
whom she addressed in the following manner : — 

Permit mo, my lord, to justify myself in the 
presence of the present company, fronj appearances 
which may condemn me. But as I was about to quit 
the service of lady Mountsorrol, from some altercation 
which I yesterday had with her ladyship, and return 
to that fostering roof which has ever given me protec- 
tion, 1 did not deem concealment of my former appear- 
i^nce any longer necessary but Ix^fore I quitted the 
service of lady Mountsorrcl, I wished to apprise lord 
Villeroy of the real situation of Rebecca Mantle, and 
to explain some mysteries with which he was totally 
unacquainted before he left Italy, respecting the 
nuddoB flight of Rosella Aubrey from his lordship’s 
protection, as well as the incident which so unexpect* 
e4j|y alarmed an^* surprised him on the evening he 
paid a visit to the chapel of the Holy Saints.” 

** But one word, Rosella,” exclaimed lord Villeroy, 
bqfore yon procetid to particulars ; but one word to 
autisfy my resistless curiosity. Whose ^as that voice 
Wihich uttered the prophetic warning.? me recollection 
of wltidi DOW sinks into my soul, and penetrates my 
boart.”* 

. ;To which Miss Aubmy, inunediately replied, to the 
natonishment of all pre^nt,— . 

“ The voice you heard.was lady Theodora Percy’s 1” 
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Lady Theodora Percy’s I” exclaimed lord Ville- 
roy in amazement. 

The voice of Theodora!” repeated Adolphus, 
now glancing a look of the most anxious enquiry 
towards Miss Aubrey, who proceeded as follows : — 

“ Yes, my lord, it was lady Theodora Percy, who 
had accompanied me that evening to the chapel of the 
Holy Mary, she having understood that mass was to be 
f)erfornied for the repose of one of the nuns at the 
Convent of St. Julian, whose funeral obsequies had 
taken place but a few ‘days sincjc in that hallowed 
sanctuary. It was slie indeed, tjiat angel of epmpas-* 
sion, it was my protec tres^j ! who, as we were about 
to leave the 'chapel in darkness and concealment, by 
one sudden ray of the moon, which reflected on the 
glittering star of the ordc^ that you w'ore, discovered 
a human being approadiing to the holy shrine. In- 
stantancously I caught a glance of your features. 
‘ ’Tis Villeroy !’ whispered I to iny benefactress. At 
that iiioiiient you pronounced the name of your lost 
Rosolla ; when you were on the eve of kneeling at the 
foot of tlie sacred altar, lady Theodora began that 
melodious strain in words which si) powerfully alarmed, 
and surprised you ; believing that* it would imprest: 
on your mind the image of your lost Ilosellit ,more 
than any other I’xisting circumstanae : aftegr which we 
suddenly departed by a private passage, known poly 
to the professors residing at St. Julian, to one of 
whom my protectress was a visitor and friend, and 
gained the grand portico without any intemqitimi, 
and of course without being discovered by the holy 
fathers.” 

Of wliom 1 made enquiries, which were fruHlesa 
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adored Rosella, inform us by what accident you be* 
eaiine ac^iainted with lady Theodora Percy 
' Miss Aubrey, blushing deeply at the passionate 
manner in which lord Villeroy now addressed her, 
immediately proceeded with her narration. 

^ I had been accustomed my lord constantly to 
attend every morning and evening that vespers or 
matins was performed in the chapel of the Holy Mary ; 
and on the evening you quitted me, I repaired to my 
fevorite place of devotion. The service was solemn 
and aflRMrting. 1 thought of my aged sire, whose re* 
inatas now slumbered in the mouldering dust : I thought 
of the village of Hampden ; and of my once peaceful 
and happy home: and, Oh! forgive me Villeroy, 1 
reflected with the most bitter anguish on your broken 
and apostate vows. My heart was brimful, and my 
eyes overflowed: I sobbed aloud. The eyes of the 
sfmetators were directed towards me ; some with curi* 
osity, and others with sympathy and compassion ; but 
none were led to inquire into the cause of my sufferings 
or my grief. But one fair lovely youthful creature, 
who like a bright sfar, shone transcendent ly above all 
tterest: she had a female companion with her habited 
in black; but whose features, or countenance, 1 could 
not discern.^ beings deeply veiled. The attire of my 
be^factrese bespoke her of superior rank and quality. 
I'lmrceived that my strong and powcrf;il emotions had 
tfWakmied her compassionate attention and excited her 
tenderest'pity ; and when the vespers were concluded, 
die desired me to follow her in a gentle whisper; her 
companion retiring to a most respectful distance during 
the moments that we conversed togetlier. I gave her 
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a brief outline of the nature of my misfortunes; inform- 
ing her that 1 had neither home nor parent left; that 
my indiscretion had robbed me of both ; but that I had 
resolved never more to enter the roof of my betrayer. 

‘ In which resolve/ answered she in the siveetest 
accents imaginable, ^ I think you are right ; for had 
lord Villeroy loved you, he would have acted differ- 
ently. Therefore, trust him not: he would not have 
neglected you if ever he had intended to have made 
you his wife. In a few days I depart from Italy, and 
if you really wish to avoid the disgraceful situation 
in which you are now placed, if# you w ish to fly the 
man who has betrayed you, I offer you my protection : 
you shall accompany me to England : and when arrived 
there, I w ill not desert you, nor ever shall you want 
an asylum under the roof »f Theodora Percy/ 

I threw' myself at her feet: I bathed the hand of 
this kind angel with my tears; and from the chapel of 
the Holy Mary accco^npanied my young protectress 
home. It was an elegant chateau on the borders of 
the lake; and where I had no sooner arrived than I 
was treated with ^ every mark of kindness, from not 
only the domestics of my beautiful^jirotectress, but by 
her particular friends the count and countess Molini 

and and (At this part of her narration Miss 

Aubrey, casting lier eyes on the now greatly agitated 
and surprised countenance of Adolphus, paused with 
painful embarn\^snient, at length added in a tone 
marked with peculiar circumspection) and signior 
Antonia the young nephew of the amiable •countess 
Molini; he too was exeessively^polite and friendly in 
his attentions towards me during the whole of our 
voyage to England ; previous to w hicli, and before I 
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finally bade adieu to Italy, my protectress cautioned 
me to disguise my person as singular as possible. 

^ You roust study concealment my dear RoseUa,' 
uttered she, ^ to avoid any description of your person 
given by lord Villeroy, who may think it necessary to 
pursue you ; and even under my protection you would 
not then be safe. What think you of a red wig with 
a hump on your back : his lordship would not easily 
discover his beautiful sultana in such a disguise.’ 

‘‘ The plan, as you may easily imagine my lord, 
was immediately aftlopted; ami lady Theodora, Iiaving 
christened me by the, name of Rebecca Mantle, there 
was no longer any appearance oi such a personage as 
Rosella Aubrey. I disguised iny voice too as much as 
possible from its former tone.” 

No, Rosella, that you fould not do,” interrupted 
lord Villeroy, for often has the very sound of that 
voice, though utterred only in the softest whispers, 
rivetted my attention, and awakened the most power- 
ful emotions in my heart.” 

“ So it has brother,” cried the artless Angelina, I 
liave seen you turn so pale when Miss Aubrey has 
l)een speaking to iRamnia or lady Mountsorrcl, that 1 
have often wondered what could make you so grave 
and spiritless afterwards.” 

‘‘ You interrupt Miss Aubrey my d^ar Miss Ville- 
roy,” cried Mr. Markland, pray go on madam, if it 
is not impertinent in me to request it, for upon my 
honor and credit, I am extremely solicitous to learn, 
how, after having lived with such an angelic bciuig as 
lady Theodora Percy, you cquld repose beneath the 
roof of such a fury as lady Mountsorrel ; whom 1 never 
yet encountered without it reiuiudiiig me of ilie sca- 
uian's ditty, — 
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“ When the stormy winds do blow: 

“ When stormy winds do blow.’* 

As this was actually sung as well as repeated by 
Mr. Markland, it occasioned a momentary laugh, and 
silence being restored, Miss Aubrey again proceeded. 

I assure you Mr. Markland that I was neither 
driven from the abode of my lovely protectress, nor 
prompted by inclination to enlist under the banners of 
lady Mountsorrel ; but I had a strong and powerful 
inducement to learn the true state of lord Villeroy’s 
affections for that so greatly talked of and fashionable 
l)eauty, and whether that heart yet retained one spark 
of feeling for the memory of Rosella Aubrey ; and I 
could not do this so easily as by becoming the constant 
companion of lady Mountsorrel, and residing under 
the same roof witli her. Her ladyship’s whimsical and 
extraordinary advertisement for a female companion 
one morning met my eye, and I determined instantly 
of availing myself ol»thp opportunity both of seeing 
and conversing with lord Villeroy under the assumed 
character of Rebecca Mantle; when I soon had the 
incxpressildc nicytification to find that his lordship 
had no interest in such a heart as lady Mountsorrers ; 
and that he was likely to become her slave and not her 
lover, from the extreme caprice of her ladyship’s 
whimsical disposition. The thought pained and dis- 
tracted mq, and I was often obliged to retire to con- 
ceal the anguish which this reflection produced upon 
tafiy feelings, having no plan to adopt but silence, and 
no remedy but patience. At length my situation with 
lady Mountsorrel became insujiportable ; as being 
the Priory, I beheld lord Villeroy every day, every 
hour, w ithout his being able to discover the character 
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1 had with much pain and difficulty personated. An 
incident occurred however which soon determined me to 
throw off my disguise. It was lord Villeroy, the hand- 
kerchief which by mere chance dropt out of my pocket 
one ^evening as 1 was walking in Sir Mildred's park, 
and which Mr. Walsingham soon afterwards found and 
would have restored to me again on the night that 
lady Mountsorrcl was so suddenly seized with indis- 
position. The emotions which you discovered my 
lord at the sight of that well-remembered name Ro- 
sella Aubrey awake«ncd in my heart a most powerful 
sense of gratitude, and determined me no longer to 
conceal her from your knowledge: she is now here be- 
fore you to bid you farewell, and most sincerely to thank 
you for the deep regret you have experienced on her 
account. My kind and lovely benefactress again re« 
ceives me in her house : she again offers an asylum to 
Rosella Aubrey with the same kind humanity as she 
before gave a protecting shelter to Rebecca Mantle." 

Miss Aubrey arose to depart, but she was soon pre- 
vented from leaving the room by lord Villeroy, who 
gently leading her back to her chair, exclaimed aloud, 
No, Rosella, by heaven! you do not quit this roof 
till you are under tny protection, nor till 1 lead you to 
your benefactress under a different name and title 
than those which you have hitherto uf^ieared in, and 
that will be your most proper title; to which, I feel at 
this moment, you, and you only, have the thost. proper 
claim: it will be in the character of lady Villeroy, 
llosclla, .that you will again behold your benefac- 
tress." 

Astonishment scaled the lips of Miss Aubrey: ap- 
plause, the most rapturous applause, burst from those 
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of Mr. Markland : tears filled the eyes of the lovely 
Angelina ; and the warm and cheering congratula- 
tions which were bestowed on bis lordship by Adol- 
phus, almost overpowered him, as seizing the hand of 
the trembling and abashed Rosella, he exclaimed-^ 

What, think you that I could again be villain 
enough to desert you ? think you that I would again 
part witli you ? This heart, that lias already bled fit 
<?very pore when 1 followed you to England and found 
you not ! when 1 fled on the wrings of impatience to 
your native village, and heard thatwny Rosella was no 
more !” ^ 

Good Heavens ! my lord, from whom did you 
receive this intelligence exclaimed Miss Aubrey. 

From an old woman who has lately taken posses- 
sion of your father’s cottage,” replied lord Villeroy. 
It was she who informed me (hat a young woman of 
the name of Aubrey was deceased ; she even described 
the funeral, and Oh^ ’Rosella ! what horror, whet 
anguish then was mine. 

The mistake is easily accounted for,” cried Mit^ 
Aubrey. There was a young woman who lived as 
servant w'ith the Clergyman of our Parish, whose 
name was certainly Aubrey, but h*er Christian name 
was Mary.” 

Heaven praised it was notpRosell^ Aubt«y !” 
icried Mr. Markland, ‘‘ and.so with your leave we will 
drop the sorabrt? subject into the grave : with poor 
Mar)\ The present moments are designed for joy 
and mirth, and as 1 happen to be one of mirthVerem^ 
i will not allow of any in my company to indulge; io 
fiielaiiclioly reflections, especially as l am now going 
to sing — 
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‘ Away with roelaiicho^y, 

^ No doleful changes rin^/ 

And uprose Mr. Markland from his chair, and capered 
about the room singing; and dancing a variety of tunes 
to the amusement of his friends, but mostly to the 
entertainment of the smiling Angelina, who ex- 
claimed— 

“ Well, T protest Mr. Markland you are the droll(4t 
man in existence. I never saw you look grave but 
once, and that wa^when you was looking at’’ — 

‘‘ Lady Mountsorrel !” exclaimed Mr. Markland, ns 
at that moment her ladyship flounced into the room. 

But what was her surprise and astonishment at the 
appalling sight she there beheld ? A beautiful young 
female, at the back of whose chair lord Villeroy leaned 
in the attitude of the fondest love and admiration, with 
one of her delicate hands, which was even whiter than 
those of her ladyship’s, clasped in his, while her dark 
blue eyes rested with confidence on his fine expressive, 
atidl t^n love beaming features. 

Let me, Hogarth, borrow but for a moment, one tip 
otily of thy j>ciicil,'one shade of thy colouring, to pour- 
ttay at this moment the countciiance of lady Elinor 
Mountsbrrel, as she screamed forth— 

■ Will .any body explain the nature of thia busi- 
ness? are you all dittnb? will nobody speak? will 
n^etipdy tell me what has become of It^becca Mantle?” 

(Mr;^ Marfcland now laughed so immoderately, that 
hei^ladychip’s passion arose almost to a pitch of fury ; 
ntbtle lord Villeroy, taking Miss Aubrey by the hand, 
led her up to lady Mountsorrel, and addressed her in 
the following words : — 
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Q«hol4 y<»U;.^iiiWer;BttBodaiit,il(wly Mounttomely’ 
n«, loiiger lUIieieGa JMientle^ jNit Mias ABbrey and' 
the next character in .which she will appear will he 
that. of, my wife. Has your ladyship any. possible 
algeetion to such an arran^ment being made hi fevour 
of your favourite, Rebecca?” 

'J'o which Miss Aubrey, immediately advancing to- 
wards the astonished, indignant, and ofiended beauty, 
iinldly added at the same instant that she extended 
her lovely band — 

.‘I Forgive me, lady Mountsorrej, for an innocent 
stratagem, which has given pain to no one but myself 
and which would never have been imposed on you, 
had I not been perfectly conscious of your utter indifr' 
ference to lord Villeroy. The claims I had on his 
lordship would never have been revealed by Rose^ 
Aubrey, had the heart of lady Mountsorrel been in 
danger of being broken by the present discovery.” 

The offered hand had been rejected with the 
greatest disdain by lady Mountsorrel, and the apology 
of Miss Aubrey had been received with an equal share 
of her ladyship’s contempt, whom, notwithstanding 
the pre.sence of Ibrd Villeroy, shg loaded with the 
most violent invective and abuse. 

‘‘ And so,” oried she, darting a glance of the most 
malignant expression, “ you are the chere amie of his. 
lordship’s extremely delicate and hodouralile attach- 
ment ? you aVe the pretty Rosella in the character of lord 
Villeroy’s kept mistress, who had first the presump- 
tion to' introduce yourself on the presence of ^ady Vil- 
leroy, where you confessed your amorous intercoume 
with her son; and when she 'very justly discarded 
you from her doors, you had then the audacity to force 
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Mountsorrel, 'under a Mask of tke moat deoep* 
tion, in order to captivate your dying' airain, amd troo 
Inm to your arms again ! Upon my word, Miaa 
Roselia Aubrey, you would make a most dettg;1itftll 
and ingenious actress, had not your more fbrtOUate 
destiny marked you out for a coronet. No doubt but 
yotl ‘will grrace it; there is not the least doubt but 
such uncommon beauty, with such chaste and Tirtuoife 
propensities, will add to perfection so rare and to 
talentaso unrivalled— of all 'which 1 congratulate m> 
lord Villeroy, on tfie full and entire possession of so 
greet and extraordinary an asseinb]ag;e of native vil* 
Is^ charms !'’ 

** Owe me a village rose beyond any thing in 
ndture,** exclaimed Mr. Markland. “ But don’t be 
angryj my dear Miss Aubrey, for her ladyship has 
just been paying you one of the highest compliments 
8h(lk:an confer ; and I will tell sou what that is, and 
what her ladyship docs not .st*ein to know, that the 
most extraordinary merit is that which forces praise 
from envy.” 

* Envy Indeed !” cried ladj Mounthorrel, whose 
passion exceeded all manner of bounds, as she hastily 
r^reated towards the door. “ When a kept mistress 
excites envy”— , 

“ From such a paragon of virtue as lady Mountsor- 
rCl,'‘her situation must be envious indeed,’' cried Mr. 
Markland. ** But let not lady Mountsorrel advance 
a step further in her scurrilous abuse against Miss 
Aubrey, or by the powers I will make your ladyship 
ashamed of shewing your face at the west end of the 
town for a winter to come. You are a pretty per- 
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»onage tocome Here preaching morality,^ my ladyy 'at 
the same time that yoa are giving up every just ^aad 
hoDourafaie claim to it by a claDdestiae eorrespon- 
deiM^e with such an eialted personage as Mr. Yameyy 
thei discharged steward of lord Villeroy ; discharged 
for the nefarious practice of robbing bis lordship’s 
tenants of their hard earned labour and the gains of 
their honourable industry; What say you to ^ this, 
aiylady? deny this assertion if you can, and I will 
give you leave to prehch of morality as long as your 
ladyship can find time for such employment.” 

And at the same time give me leave to suggest to 
lady Mountsorrel,” cried lord Villeroy, now rising and 
advancing towards her, that she must not a second 
timei presume to insult Miss Aulwey with impunity.” 

- Or suppose that it will ever meet with any ;en* 
couFBgement or toleration under the roof of Austin* 
court Priory,” exclaimed Adolphus. 

On these words lady Mountsorrel, casting a look of 
tJic most inefiable cfisdain on all parties, made an 
iniiiiediatc and precipitate retreat, closing the door 
after her with a violence w'hich but too clearly justi* 
fied the nature oY her malignant disposition ; and in 
less than half an hour after they had the satisfaction 
of beholding her ladyship’s travelling carriage at the 
door, into which she shortly ascended with her inse- 
parable and dearly beloved friend, the partner of her 
joys, and the perfect model of her ladyship’s amiable 
propensities, lady Villeroy, who, before she took her 
final leave of the Priory, left a short note for Sir Mil- 
dred, and another for her son, which was couched in 
the following terms 

You cannot expect, Charles, after what has passed 
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between you and the sweet creature whom ymu have so 
ii^riousl]^ treated, that I shall stay to witness m 
further repetition of your disgraceful conduct, or eon* 
descend any longer to continue the guest of those per* 
iionages, who have dared to encourage you by insulting 
lady MountsorreL I am therefore going to accom* 
pany my divine Elinor to her seat in Wales ; where 
in retiring shades wo shall sympathize together over 
our mutual sufferings: she will mourn over the incon*' 
stancy of a faithless lover ; and I lament the follies of 
an ungrateful son. 

“ As to your sister, you have so completely indulged 
and spoiled her, that I have no longer any controul 
over her, and therefore leave her under your care; and 
the sooner you get the girl married im better. I am 
very indifferent about her choice ; she may marry who 
she likes provided she does not bring poverty into the 
family. 

I am very angry \vith you Charles, so you cannot 
expect that I should say any thing very pleasant : 
but 1 am shocked to find thai you have any intention 
of marrying Rosella Aubrey, when you might have 
had her under your, protection on iniich easier terms. 
Heavens ! what will the world say of such an alliance? 
how will you be able to shew your nose in fashionable 
society with a village girl hanging on your arm, who 
has nothing to retoininend her but a pretty face? Are 
you not ashamed Charles of such perversioifi of taste, 
to wear at your breast a simple wild flfower when you 
could have selected such a splendid and beautiful ex- 
otic rose as the charming Elinor. However, I shall 
cease to rail, as I know you will follow your own 
inclinations with respect to Rosella whether 1 like it 
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or not, I shall only add that, if your father had not 
evinced a more elegant and refined taste, you would 
not at this moment have been the earl of Villeroy, 
nor I 

Your excessively displeased 

and highly provoked mother, 

^‘Cr.LESTiifA V(rGUSTA Villeroy/’ 

Tlie only impression which this letter made on the 
mind of lord Villeroy was a regret that his mother had 
not made mention of Angelina in kinder terms; for 
his own sensations were not rendered very painful by 
any sentiments she hart expressed on his account. It 
was precisely such a letter as he expected to receive 
from such a mother ; and he buried his own reflections 
ill silence as he again rqoined his friends, resolved 
that neither ♦ feelings of Rosella, nor those of his 
sister, should be w ounded by an exposure of the con- 
tents of lady A'illeroy*s unkind letter towards them : 
he was not proof however against the inquiry of the 
artless and affectionate girl on his entrance to the 
apartment, who <jxclaimed, — 

Is mamma really gone away brother?” 

To which he replied, — 

Yes, Angelina, lady Villeroy is really gone with 
lady Mountsortel to visit her ladyship’s seat in Wales, 
a distance pf nearly three hundred miles ; where, she 
informs me, she intends to remain a considerable 
time.” 

And did mamma leave no letter or message for 
poor Angelina,” further inquired the sweet girl in a 
tone peculiarly affecting, and it immediately found its 
way to a brotlier’s heart ; he approached her ; drew a 
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chair close beside; and taking her hand with an air of 
tjie tenderest kindness, softly whispered^— 

Though your mother is unmindful of her duty to 
so amiable a child, your brother, Angelina, will supply 
her place with all that affection and attention you 
deserve. You shall never want protection while Ville- 
roy lives.: your brother’s home will be that of Angelina 
too; and you will ever be the object of his solicitude 
and anxiety !” 

The lovely girl was neither proof against the uii- 
kifldness of her mciher, nor this unexpected flow of 
tender sympathy in her brother; they alike touched a 
heart composed of the most gentle materials: she 
burst into tears ; and it was many minutes before the 
redoubled attention of lord Villeroy, or the kind as- 
sistance of Miss Aubrey could restore her spirits to 
their usual tone. At length they succeeded^ and An- 
gelina again began to smile and enjoy the good humour 
and mirthful pleasantries of Mr. Markland, who how- 
ever in a low whisper, thus exclaimed to Adolphus r 

“ Here is a lovely girl just opening into the bloom 
of womanhood without a mother's fostering care ; and 
yet that mother in'* existence spending her hours, in 
rural and retiring^’shades with a bosom friend^ while 
her own daughter is only a secondary consideration ; 
and this Mr. Walsinghain is one of ^he habits of a 
fashionable system of Education : but accursed be 
ec^h systems say J.. Had I a wife, she should learn tp 
nurse her own children if she brought me the dowry of 
a princess. I should expect that she would p^form 
the duty which nature has imposed upon a yvom^n 
after she is become a mother and a wile,; and she 
who abandons this is unworthy of being called eitljei:; 
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she may be a woman, but she will be divested of the 
most lovely ornament which can adorn her sex, or the 
sweetest cliarm that can give her value in the eyes of 
men, mateunal affection/’ 


CHAPTER LIX. 


A few hours were now left for the composure of all 
parties prior to their again assembling at dinner- 
time, when their venerable host was to make one of 
the number; to whom, loud Villeroy now felt it a duty 
incumbent upon him to pay his respects, and to apo- 
logize for the abrupt departure of his mother from his 
hospitable and benei^lent manaion ; and of clearly 
elucidating the mystery and confusion which the space 
only of a few hours had produced in the priory. In 
order to do which, he intreated Adolphus to accom- 
pany him to the dressing-room of* bis worthy uncle, 
where he immediately disclosed to *Sir Mildred every 
transaction that had passed between him and Miss 
Aubrey ; the kind part which lady Theodora Percy 
had taken in the misfortunes of Rosella ; and con- 
cluded with ultii^ately declaring,* that it was his inten- 
tion of immediately leading Miss Aubrey to the temple 
if Hymen, provided that Sir Mildred would*have no 
objection to the nuptials being ^solemnized under (he 
roof of Austincourt Priory ; which has been the scene 
of my repentance, my contrition, my returning loxe 
4 T 
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for a treasure, which I deplored as irrecoverably lost 
to me for ever. Oh ! let it now be the auspicious 
omen of my felicity, — let me hail it under your bene- 
volent roof Sir Mildred, as one of the most transport- 
ing moments of my whole existence ; acknowledging 
myself to be the husband of Rosella, I shall from that 
moment renounce all former follies, and bury all pain- 
ful retrospections by the only way in which I can in- 
deed atone for her wrongs, and make her forget those 
wounds I once inflicted on her gentle heart.” 

To which Sir Mildred replied, — 

And doubt not i;iy lord but that it is at the same 
instant the most honorable way by which you can 
insure the approbation of your own conscience, and 
for ever command the good opinion of all just anil 
honest men; and most heartily do I congratulate you 
on the pleasing turn in the tide of your affairs, in 
regaining the woman whom your heart first elected, 
while you prudently resign ih^ fancied claims of the 
accond, wdth whom you never could have enjoyed that 
felicity which all men hope for but seldom find in the 
mafrimonial life; and for the loss of which, neither wit, 
beauty, or accomplislimeiits however transcendent, can 
ever compensate. I, for my own part, married a fash- 
ionable beauty, and discovered too late my repentance 
arid my folly. Would to heaven that Uiis had been 
all 1 was destined to encounter in my marriage with 
indy Austincourt; biit she perverted my children too : 
they followed the pernicious habits which she had 
early taught tliem to adopt; all but one were the dii^, 
ciples of their mother out of the four of whom 1 was 
the father; none but my Edmund have evinced towards 
me the affectionate duties of a child.’’ 
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.A tear 'started unbidden in the eyes of Sir Mildred 
a»)1iienuide this remark; and Adolphus eagerly snatch* 
ing'his uncle's hand to his lips, repeated with the most 
uncontrollable emotion,—* 

1 And is not your Orphan Boy one of your children 
too! Would he not resign at this very moment every 
flattering hope, if by that sacrifice he could secure the 
far dearer happiness of his revered beloved uncle!" 

' The action of Adolphus was beautiful ; his fine manly 
and ingenuous countenance beamed with the most ani* 
mated grace and expression, and a*tear glistened like 
the pearly gems of mom in his eloquent and speak^g 
eye; while Sir Mildred, no less powerfully afibeted, 
returning his warm and afibetionate embrace, exclattn* 
ed,— 

“ Yes, child of my adoption, orphan son of a beloved 
sister, you have invariably proved worthy of my ten- 
derest affections, and may every blessing crown your 
dutiful and uncxample|ji fidelity towards me; for I feet 
in my old age how necessary you have been in- pro- 
longing that existence, which had been wretched with- 
out your affectionate attentions. As to poor Edmund^ 
he cannot come often to see me ; the fiinctions of hie 
caUtng keep him actively employed.'’ 

But you will yet see him much sooner than you 
expected my dear uncle," uttered Adolphus, ** Ed- ' 
round will be here to-morrow. 1 did not wish to atem 
him unnecessarily while you continued so indisposed, 
but the moment of your recovery, I hastened to infbra 
Edmund of the fiivorabie issue, and he proposes visil* 
ing the Priory to-niorrow." 

To which Sir Mildred smilingly replied,— 
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** I am amazingly glad to bear it my dear boy, for 
you see that his services will be in requisition before 
he is aware of it. What say you my lord, have you 
any Direction to my son Edmund officiating on a cer- 
tain happy occasion? We can soon procure a special 
licence; and we shall be at no loss for bride-maids, 
for there will be your lovely sister and Miss Mont- 
gomery, who I dure say will accompany Edmund to 
the Priory.” 

“ Believe me, no cried lord Villeroy, “ I am on 
the contrary delighted with your proposition; and 
shall heartily rejoice .to receive the services of Mr. 
Edmund Austinoourt on one of the most important 
events of my whole life.” 

But yon say nothing of the fair bride-maids,” cried 
Adolphus, with a look of the most anxious inquiry, 
and betraying a little embarrassment by no means un- 
remaiked by Sir Mildred ; and lord Villeroy replied 
smilingly, -- 

Of course 1 admit my sister, she cannot do less ; 
besides, jshe was much attached to my Rosella when 
6|ie only knew her in the character of Rebecca Mantle, 
to whom poor Angelina must now look up for those 
kind and soothing attentions which she has never ex- 
IMwienoed firom her mother. But may I not be per- 
.mitted to sqlect another bridc’s-maid, as also having 
taken a deep interest in the welfare and. happiness of 
3tpsella Aubrey; or am I too presumptuous in cherish- 
ing a hope that lady Theodora Percy will grace with 
presence the nuptials of her in prosperity, whom 
she did not deem unworthy of her frieudsliip in the 
dark hour when adversity frowned upon her: in one 
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word, oug^lit 1 to expect that lady Theodora Percy 
will be present on the marriage-day of her grateful 
Rosella ?” 

Adolphus was wholly silent ; lie did not dare trust 
himself on the subject of Theodora without betraying 
sensations, which he felt it utterly impossible to 
conquer while such a being as Antonia existed, and 
the birth of the Italian foundling remained yet a mys- 
tery; though, at the same time, he daily discovered 
new perfections in the object he adored. While these 
sensations were rapidly* passing in the mind of the 
agitated and* perplexed lover, lord Vilieroy was lost 
in amazement at his silence ; well knowing that lady 
Theodora was the olyect almost of idolatry with the 
too conscious and sensative being before him. And he 
was just on the point of retiring from motives of the 
cxtrenicst delicacy, and without discussing the subject 
any further, believing that there was some misunder- 
standing between the^i, when, after a considerable 
pause, Sir Mildred exclaimed, — 

“Yes my lord, we may expect any thing that is 
either kind and condescending in lady Theodora Percy; 
and were she not sometimes carried away by the over- 
flow of her excellent spirits, wdiich make her incauti- 
ously follow the bent of a little somewhat too highly 
romantic disposition, and listen w ifh p too indulgent 
car to the tales of others, she would be a paragon of 
womankind; as ^he is indisputably the loveliest crea- 
ture in existence.” 

Lord Villeroy coloured high, in a supposition tliat 
Sir Mildred was alluding to Aubrey ; which 
lunng immediately perceived, Sir Mildred added, — 

“ ]My lord, heaven iuibid that the kindness which 
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has been manifested by lady Theodora to Miss Au- 
brey should now be the cause of my reprehension : it 
is not Miss Aubrey that would ever have reflected a; 
murnier of disapprobation on the conduct of lady 
Theodora Percy ; but there arc other objects, on whom 
she has bestowed her condescension ar * kindness, and 
to whom she has given V 'r confidence and friendship, 
not quite so properly selected as, to continue to be the 
bosom friends of so youthful, heautitul, and exalted a 
personage as ’ady Theodora; and wlicm, notwithstand- 
the utmost caution *and intreatics of her more 
rienced advisers, she persist ^ in her fixed and unalter- 
able attachment to. It is this feature in the character 
of Theodora that 1 would rigidly condemn ; and that 
I still condemn, without being able to alter her deter- 
mination, or change her plans.’’ 

Good heavens ! Sir Mildred, how you astonish 
and confound mo, ” uttered lord Villeroy, by this 
representation of lady Theodo'^a, to whom, though 
certainly an almost entire stranger (as I conversed 
wUh her even without the knowledge of her name), 
yet I should not have hesitated in pronouncing her 
to l>e the most ikuHless being in creation.” 

And so she is still in all but this particular,” ex* 
claimed Sir Mildred, but the woman who bears about 
her mystery and concealment my lord must ever cxcito 
i^uspicions : in one word, the conduct of Theodora 
with respect to this one circumstance yet unrevealed 
to her dearest friends, though she had the eloquence 
of an anj^el to plead in extenuation of the fault, would 
inspire me with displeasure towards her. However 
let us dismiss the subject, it grows painful and dis- 
tressing to all parties, and particulorly so to my dear 
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^icfphcwy who is possibly more intcrostcd than any of 
us in this mysterious affair.” 

Adolphus indeed looked pained and confounded, 
but be refused either to join in t!ie praise or dispraise 
of lady Theodora ; till at the departure of lord Ville- 
roy, he could usiburthen his whole heart to his uncle, 
and then he confessc^d ihv, srj.te oi his feelings with 
repect to the idol of his affections and concluded with 
assuring him, that he eatertainecl not the slightest 
suspicion of the honor or strict inienuons of the so 
greatly adored and lovely maid i ifnd that he believed 
the rejectiomof his hand was merely owing to the im- 
penetrable mysterv in whichshe w as involved, and which 
she had declared to him, deutii only could dissolve/* 

Sir Mildred looked aghast and confounded, w bile he 
exclaimed,— 

‘‘ I>eath! it is mere evasion ! — imprudent, rash, aiul 
mysterious girl! What death can she possibly be 
alluding to, unless indeed it is the death of that ac- 
cursed Italian, to w hoin she has been giving an indis- 
criminate promise of marriage, or is already privately 
contracted to hiin^for aught we know'.” 

Instantly the complexion of Adolphus changed to a 
death-like hue and he almost gasped for breatli, while 
he passionately exclaimed,— 

Oh ! my deer uncle, if you value my existence, 
suggest not^a thought so terrific, so soul-harrowing to 
my imagination J — Theodora privately contracted to 
Antonia I — Oh ! forbid it every pitying power; for then 
would she be lost to me for ever, and yofir Adol- 
phus niLserable distracted-; — alas ! I know not 

what I should I feel, never, oh ! never, survive the 
conflict.*' 

Adolphus bad already risen from his chair: he paced 
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the room in the most wild and paBsioimte disorder: 
at length growing more calm lie burst into an agony 
of tears, which greatly afflicted and astonished his 
uncle ; who, shocked at his appearance, intreated him 
to be calm. 

My dear boy,” uttered Sir Mildred, recover 
these wild tumults 1 beseech you ; you distress me 
exceedingly; I never saw you so before.” 

To which Adolphus replied with a deep and agonized 
sigh and endeavouring to recover his self-possession, — 

Oh! my dear iincle, but I have often been thus. 
This Antonia has hren the torment ot^my existence 
ever since Edmund” 

Adolphus paused: he had incautiously mentioned 
the name of Edmund, and he could not recede; and he 
continued, — 

Ever since Edmund informed me of the change in 
Theodora’s disposition.” 

‘‘ 1 thouglit as raucji,” cried Sir Mildred, Edmund 
like me had his suspicions. I liked not those private 
conferences, (hose mysterious meetings ; shut up for 
hours together in a nursery with infant, the birth 
of whom is only knowm to these two individuals, 
Theodora and Antonia, a being, who, strange to say, 
bears neither decidedly an appearance of male or female. 
1 never beheld s<5 extraordinary a character. ‘ Yes’ 
and ^ No’ was all I heard him utter during the whole 
time that he remained a visitor at Hpath Cottage: but 
when he departed, 1 heard that his emotions had been 
powerful and uricontroled, and that he sobbed and 
wept over the foundling with all a mother’s soft affec- 
tion. 1 must own, that 1 fancied the tone of Antonia’s 
voice was feminine.” 

Fejuiiiine !” rej>eatcd Adolphus. 
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To which Sir Mildred almost instantly replied,*-* 
Yes, but that the coarse turn of his features, and 
the swarthy colour of his complexion, which is exces- 
sively dark and forbidding, absolutely repelled the 
supposition. After his departure, and frequently be^ 
fore he quitted the residence of Theodora, have I 
questioned her on lier peculiar intimacy with this 
•Italian; hut as her replies were neither consistent nor 
perfectly well-bred, 1 forbore making any further in- 
quiries on a subject, on which we incessantly disa- 
greed and which always produced an altercation, and 
even a coldness between us. Ndr w'as Edmund treated 
more favorably : he once surprised her in the nursery 
with this Antonia ; and 1 believe that Edmund did not 
then scruple to censure appearances every way so un- 
becoming in such a charattcr as Theodora Percy; and 
they parted on no very cordial terms : indeed Edmund 
has never been at Heath Cottage since. As to the 
infant, once only ha^e 1 beheld it, and then it was 
sle^'ping in her arms; she was in one of her sportive 
humours, ^ Will you not imprint a kiss on the lips 
of tliis little innocent,' uttered she, and held it towards 
me. Now you know Dolphy, that I am naturally 
fond of cinldren, but for my life and soul, 1 could not 
caress tins Italian foundling; it may be wrong, but I 
had imbibed an almost unconqiiei'alde dislike towards 
it, and somewhat more sternly than 1 intended, 
desired that six? would never again presume to take 
so unwarrantable a liberty, as to intrude upon my 
notice her little Italian minion ; when, to* ray utter 
astonishment, still conlirmiiig)imore strongly than ever 
my suspicions, she burst into an agony of tears, while 
she exclaimed,— 

4 i 
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Unkind Sir Mildred ! on me besfow your invec- 
tives — let me be the object of your hatred, of your 
'aversion, your contempt, but spare, Oh ! spare this 
child: she is innocent whatever be the indiscretion of 
the parent who has deserted her ! Oh ! do not frown 
thus upon its smiling face; the sight of which incthinks, 
should disarm all anger, and banish all reproach !” 

Speak, mysterious girl then,” uttered I, “ and all 
these su^^picions would instantly vanish ; and iny heart 
be at rest respecting the origin of this infant ! Tell 
me at once, are you acquainted with the authors of 
its being?” 

To which she answ^ered in a firm unshaken tone,— 

Yes : — and one of them is dear to my heart, dear 
as this sleeping innocent : the other (and a deadly 
paleness overspread the countenance of Theodora^ and 
she trembled and faultered while she uttered these 
words) the other, I despise!’ 

She then rang the bell, and the infant was con- 
signed to the care of its nurse. 

** Ms this all that you intend to reveal Theodora,’ 
cried I. 

‘ It is all that I dare to reveal Sir Mildred!’ ex- 
claimed she, ^ even though my own father were hero 
standing by me imploring me to confession, I could 
r'tWeal nothing mure respecting this child, save alone, 
that ! never will desert it, never will neg'ect, never 
will abandon it to the mercy of another. Frances is 
mine by adoption, mine by protection, and mine by a 
mdst sacred oath, w'hicli is now registered in heaven: 
arid by that heaven, I now swear, 1 never will resign 
hel* but to those dear arms from whence I received 
her. This is all Sir Mildred you w ill at present learn 
of the mysterious little foundling.’ 
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“ Whttt thiuk you of this Dolphy? do you imagine 
that after this convcrsatioii I ever more repeated my 
inquiries? No: I would disdain to solicit a conii« 
deuce I was thought unworthy of. All that I suspect 
is, that the father of this child is no less than this very 
mysterious and dangerous character, this young Anto- 
nia ; and the mother” 

For heaven’s sake my dear uncle, whom then do 
•you suspect the mother to be?” cried Adolphus, with 
a countenance which too plainly evinced the disorder 
of his mind. 

To which Sir Mildred replied, — 

There Theodora has left us in utter darkness and 
impenetrable mystery. You might as well attempt to 
explore tlu* Cretan labyrinth as to find out that she 
probably does not exist ; or if existing, Theodora is 
ashamed of owning that* she has any connexion with 
her; and that is the only probable conclusion I can 
make of tlie business. And now' iny dear boy, let us 
immediately dismiss this painful subject, in which your 
feelings have sustained an' extraordinary trial. At all 
events wait witli patience the issue of that unerring 
Providence, which will in due tjme reveal all that it 
is necessary for us to know : and^f never revealed, it 
is much better for us not to know. And this is the 
only remedy you can adopt on the present occasion. 
In the mean time, be on good terms if* you can with 
that littk* Circe, Theodora: ^nd as to the bantling, 
let her do wha^f she likes wdth it: she may one day relent 
and tell us all about it : she is rich enough you know 
to provide for that and half a dozen more if they 
should be palmed upon her*! for with all her little 
foibles, she is still the most generous-hearted girl in 
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existence. What do you think were the contents ol* 
the pacquet which she left the other morning; in my 
bands. J udge then my surprise on perusing the fol* 
lowing words 

‘ Dear Sir Mildred, 

^ Use the inclosed at your discretion 
and you will infinitely oblige me. I am sorry to hear 
of Frederic's misfortune, because he has occasioned 
you some involvements by his excessive (oily. At all 
events, make me your banker on this occasion. 

‘ And believe me, 

‘ Your’s truly, 

‘ Theodora Percy.’ 

In this note was a draft for a thousand pounds Dolphy ; 
and I have actually sent it to Fred, because I know 
that Theodora intended it for him though she did not 
like to say so. This will relieve him it is to be hoped 
till he can make some arrangemert in his aifairs.”* 
Adolphus, at this fresh proof of the exalted nobleness 
and goodness in the disposition of Theodora which 
raised her to a standard of perfection beyond which it 
was almost impossible to go, felt sensations hard to be 
defined, as they kept continually changing from one 
extreme to the other, and staggered all belief of her 
infidelity with Antonia; in the next moinent however 
they were le^s favorable, and he beheld her conduct in 
a double light, reflecting a mirror only of deceptive 
arts; and be exclaimed in the presence of his uncle, 
who perceived the conflicts which were passing in his 
agitated mind, — 

Oh! Theodora, lovely and beloved Theodora ! why 
have you perverted such angelic virtues? Why, why 
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was I not permitted to bend to that shrine without a 
knowledge of thy indiscretion, which I would so fondly^ 
so willingly disbelieve, but for appearances so mys- 
terious, so doubtful” 

But which have never yet been confirmed,” cried 
Sir Mildred, therefore, our doubts are traitors, that 
make us lose the good we oft might win by fearing to 
attempt.” 

But surely my dear uncle there is no necessity of 
making lady Theodora .your banker when iny purse is 
ever open for your service. Ther^e is yet the property 
of the excellent Camilla Grandtson remaining un- 
touched ; except that I have reserved the seat in 
Wales for a particular purpose, in which I should not 
like to alter my intention?!.” 

“ And of which vou have an undoubted right to 
dispose in what manner you think proper,” retunied 
Sir Mildred, it is considerable to those who are rich 
enough to purchase it, and will possess superior ad- 
vantages without having the slightest incumbrance 
whatsoever.” 

“ 1 rejoice to hear it my dear uncle,” cried Adol- 
phus, altbougfi these considerations are of no mo- 
ment to me, as it will never have a purchaser: in fact, 
I am going to give it away.” 

Sir Mildrecl looked astonished i^nd confounded ; and 
he exclaimed, — 

“ Give*tlie estate in Wales away th&t was once 
Camilla Grandlson’s! No, Dolphy, yow w ill not do 
any such thing, I think I know you better !” 

Adolphus smiled, w^hile he answ'ered, — 

I think my dear uncle you ought to know me 
better than to imagine that I should ever consent to 
enjoy the whole of Miss Graiulison’s property without 
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bestowing some part of it on those who v ould have 
been her heirs had not her high sense of the liUle ser- 
vices I once rendered her induced her to alter tlie 
balance in iny favor. You well know that Edmund 
would have been the heir to all the property of which 
she died possessed ; and think you I w'ould ever behold 
him destitute while by such means I had become en- 
riched? No, uncle: perish so mercenary a thought. 
If fortune is blindfolded when she bestows her favors, 
let us gently remove the bandage from her eyes and 
shew her those worthy and inestimable objects who 
have ah equal claim to her smiles, and whom only her 
caprice had neglect^. The estate in Wales shall 
become the property of Edmund Austinedurt without 
a flaw in the indictment if you please uncle.” 

Astonishment, for a moment, sat upon the counte- 
nance of Sir Mildred, which presently yielded to a 
smile, rapturous and genial as the rays of a bright 
sunbeam ; while he burst forth with the following 
exclamation,— 

Excellent boy! generous and exalted youth ! And 
can you indeed resign the o!ic half of your property 
for the welfare of y/>ur cousin Edmund without one 
selfish consideratior of your being impoverished by so 
liberal a gift! In w’hat wordvS can I acknowledge 
your kindness, in what language can 1 record your 
praise 1” 

To which'Adolpluis replied, — 

Dear Uncle, say no more, I beseeih you, on this 
subject, 1 am satisfied with having made those I Jove 
happy; and if any praise be due for that, it is record- 
ed in my own heart, from the consciousness of the 
purity and the integrity of my intentions.” 

The eyes of the venerable uncle as lie directed them 
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towards the amiable countenance of his nephew were 
filled with tears very difierent to those produced by 
anguish or suffering, they were tears of gratitude to 
heaven, which had rewarded the merits of an exem- 
plary son through the medium of as exemplary a 
nephew. 

The dinner bell having twice rung to remind them 
Miat it was time to make their appearance to their 
guests, Sir Mildred, leaning on the arm of Adolphus, 
entered the saloon, an^ once more found himself in 
his old elbow chair at the head of J|iis table. 


(IIAPTER LX. 


A thousand congratulations dear Sir Mildred on 
your recovery” tlas eagerly pronr^unced both by Miss 
Villeroy and Miss Aubrey on hisontrance to the sa- 
loon, who smilingly ])resented a hand to each of these 
fair creatures^; while he jocously uttered, — But 
pray, have I the honor of addressing^Miss Aubrey, for 
positively t only heard the voicp of Rebecca Mantle.” 

Ah! sir, iiT both these characters I am greatly 
your debtor; and in both, permit me to offer you a 
return of my most sincere acknowledgments,” exclaim- 
ed Miss Aubrey with a blush rfhich added new charms 
to a set of features so perfectly lovely, that Sir Mildred 
couli lined to gaze on her long after she had spoken to 
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liiiii with surprise and astonishment) w^hich indeed was 
most natural) when it is recollected that he had fre* 
quently conversed with this same beautiful creature in 
a form so different from what she now appeared In 
the place of the red wig and frightful large French cap 
there was now a profusion of soft and bright shining 
dark tresses, gracefully parting over a forehead of 
snowy whiteness, in addition to lovely checks, oii 
which the rose sometimes yielded to the fairer lily. 
There was a look of fresh health displayed in a 
pair of red and pouting lips, which, w'ith her very 
dark blue eyes, formed a bewitching contrast; and 
in the whole contour of these lovely features, there 
was a combination of grace, expression, and harmony. 
Wholly unadorned, except that she was robed in a 
dress of transparent white muslin, the simplicity and 
elegance of her form shone to the most superior advan- 
tage ; and Sir Mildred, as he placed her at the right 
hand side of him, could not poii! w'hispering to Adol- 
phus his admiration of the loveliness of Miss Aubrey. 

Did you ever see such eyes Dolphy — such lips — 
such a shape? What think you of a village rose?” 

That it is worthy of being transplanted to the 
fairest garden in Europe sii,” uttered Adolphus, 
Meanwhile, Mr. Markland had seized the hand of 
Miss Villeroy and led her, nothing lo'ih, to a chair 
close beside, at whicli Sir Mildred exclaimed, — 

“ Mark) that is not fair to lead off like prize just as 
my nephew was going to take possession of it.” 

To which Markland, heartily laughing at his success 
and the slight embarrasrment which Adolphus betray- 
e/1, replied, — 

‘‘ Then your nephew sliould not have been looking 
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another way ; and fair or foul I have joined the vic- 
tory and resolve to keep the day.” So 

Turn Angelina ever dear, 

“ My charmer turn to me,” 

was repeated by Markland in his usual extravagant 
manner; and this being followed by a fund of agree- 
able pleasantries, which he introduced with the most 
whimsical style, thouglr they did not exactly “ put the 
table ill a roar,” had thd effect of producing universal 
harmony and smiles, which reude^ed his company a 
great acquisition on the present occasion. Adolphus 
smiled too ; and in compliment to the friends and 
guests of his uncle, joined to amuse them with the 
most social and enlivening conversation. But, as the 
old song says, there w^as something wanting to com- 
plete his felicity, and that was the girl of his heart:” 
he sighed at the recollection of his beloved Theodora. 
And wlien Markland, wh$ was an excellent melodist, 
gave the beautiful air of Tell her 1 love her” in a 
style of superior excellence, it was very perceptible in 
the countenance of Adolphus, thaffie had not been in- 
sensible to its cxpressiq|i. 

“ Be gone dull care, 

“ 1 pr’j thee be gone from mo.’ 

uttered Markland, remarking, and at the same instant,, 
wishing earnestly to change the countenance of his 
beloved young friend, he intreated Miss Villeroy to 
fhvor them with one of those** enchanting ditties she 
had been singing in the morning to amuse Miss 
Aubrey; to which the smiling Angelina replied,— 

4 K 
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Indeed Mr. Markland you ipistake, it Vas Miss 
Aubrey who was amusing me. It was one of those 
songs she used to sing when she was Rebecca Mantle ; 
and it is so delightful I Ah! Miss Aubrey, don’t 
blush so, for you know you said it was one of your 
own making.” 

‘‘ Didibe!” cried Mr. Markland, “ then upon my 
honor and credit my lord Villeroy, you must persuade 
Miss Aubrey to sing it immediately.” 

Miss Aubrey sir has no need of persuasion when 
she is asked to oblige her friends,” uttered lord Ville- 
roy. 

And without a moment’s hesitation, Rqsella liegan 
to sing the following words; charming her auditors 
even to fascination, as they rapturously called out 
encore. 


** Says a rose to a lily, much fairer art thou, 
Thao 1, who am queen of t^e bower. 

Oh ! lend me thy charms, aVid dear lily I vow, 
“ I’ll return them in less than an hour. 


“ Oh! take them s^ecl rose, but, rcmem’jer they're mine; 

** And betray not a heart in my name! 

“ Tho’ sages and poets have callei thee divine, 

“ No ambition have 1 for your fame. 

« ‘ 

“ Your charms, they attract, and to love they're l>eguiling; 

“ Yet I feel what jbarp pangs they impart !*" 

** Then what arc those charms tho’ so lovfiiy and smiling, 
^When B TBORV is the price of your heart.” 

* 

VKUS these words Adolphus seemed excessively pleas* 
edjtand in. a low voice requested Miss Aubrey to 
favmrhiBi witjia cqpy the ensuing morning; which she 
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promised lo do at an early hour: while at the conclu- 
sion of heir song Markland exclaimed,— 

Thanks, thanks Miss Aubrey for your charming 
song ; and I would, for your fair sake, that roses had 
no thorns ; then would those delicate hands uever be 
wounded by ilieni. But, alas! to get at roses, we are 
often obliged to encumber ourselves with the thorns 
whether we like them or not.” 

Cieneral conversation now^ ensued, when Sir Mil- 
dred suddenly turned round to Mr. Markland, and in- 
fjiiired how ho had settled his bu^ness with his friend 
farmer Stul:>I)s. 1 will teli^you,” answered Mr. 
Markland, yery hinuourously drawing from his pocket 
a large roll of paper and spreading it on the table, 

I have it all here for the entire amusement of my 
friends ; and farmer StuW>8 has it all there,” pointing 
to the roll of psi[)er. When I write, I always 
sprinkle a little acid mixture with my oil of roses to 
prevent the po8sil)i]ky o( one being considered too 
sweet or the other loo sour. But to my friend farmer 
Stubbs 1 have actually administered a dose of worm- 
wood, w liicli I p^iomisc you he did not relish very cor- 
dially, as it has made him the laughingstock of all his 
aecjuaintance, and llie^ust reproach of his more inti- 
mate friends.” 

To which Sir Mildred replietl Pray let us 
hear it;”-^aTid Mr. Markland began in tbe following 
manner the liisiory of Farmer Stubbs and the Dying 
Negro. 
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ULRIC THE DYING NEGRO. 


View, ye proud mortals, blest with ease and plenty, 

A negro youth, who scarce had numbered twenty. 
For want expiring at a Christian’s door. 

Or one so called by ail the Christian pool ! 

Yes, he was blest, for he bad fields of corn ; 

And yellow meadows did thos 2 fields adorn : 

Fat sheep and lambs still to iricreasc his store ; 

And each returning autumn brought him more. 
With good dried bacon was his kitchen lined; 

On dainty ducks, and puddings too be dined 
And though his neighbours seldom drank his ale, 
Yet, farmer Stubbs, could tell a Christmas talc 
As well as any; — certain he had wit. 

For he could Udk with any London cit. 

To all he saw, and all he ever knew, 

’Twas, “ Serrant, ma’am,— My service, sir, to you.” 
Ah ! well-bred man ! he got a nt.ne in place. 

As many do, — by putting on a face. 

With smirks and smiles, and bowing very low. 

He made his fortune long enough ago : 

So farmer Stubbs profusely gave away 
Wliat cost him nothing, wisely too, you'll say : 

A plan roost sure to make a i&an content. 

Who of prodigality could ne’er repent. 

And Mrs. Stubbs, Oh ! what was Mrs. Stubbs indeed ? 
Why, Mrs. Stubbs, was of the lambdike breed : 

And, like her Ducky, so kind and civil, 

Poor folks wished her at the very dev ill 
Oh ! bleak was that morn, 1 well remember. 

Near about the middle of December, 

When chill’d to see ! ^all nature seem’d to mourn. 
And wish’d that summer might again return, 

When dews no longer wash the rose, 
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Nor flo'w’ret in the {garden growi. 

But nought was felt but Winter's chilling blaurt.. 

And nought was seen but wintry clouds overcast* 

When iarnier Stubbs near to the fire had crept. 

And close beside him Mrs. Stubbs she slept. 

Then Betty, with a scream, her pail upset, 

For, at the door, the dying black she met. 

A rag, a tattered rag, was meant to hide. 

The graceful form that once was Nature's pride: 

For manly grace, and manly beauty too, 

Dwelt in the black, unseemly now to view. 

Alas \ poor Ulric now no charms could boast. 

Since Christians dragged him front his native coast ! 

In vainior him a mother's tear^ were shed ; 

In vain a father at his feet lay dead ; 

In raid the maid that begg'd his ransom'd life. 

The negro maid that would have been his wife ! 

Remorseless they ! — the vessel bore away. 

And Ulric never more beheld the bay 

Of Afric's treasur'd shores. Ah ! wretched slave ! 

Why did'st thou not perish in the wave? 

For Mrs. Stubbs declared, to see a black, 

Without a shirt upon hss filthy back, 

A sight too shocking for her nerves to bear ! 

So fanner Stubbs of course began to swear 

And storm Betty, who, with weeping eyes, 

Stood by, and heard poor Ulric's plaintive cries. 

Of black-a-moors^'ve heard yod talk," said she, 

“ Bui you're a greater black by far .than he I 

“ ril serve no more a master who would beat * 

* * • 

“ A fellow creature, dying at his feet ; 

Sr^madam Stubbs this night may feed the pigs? 

My very^esh do crawl to see such rigs !" 

No longer able to contain his spite. 

The farmer would have killed poor Ulric quitet 

That he should dare to kindle such a strife 

Betwixt his maid and very loving wife. 

And quick a bludgeon seized ; but vain the blow; 

The trembling limbs of Ulric scarce could go ; 
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And 'while on Betty still his eyes he threw, 

He felt the fleeting minutes now were few : 

WhH^ man, farewell!*' he cried, then bow'd his head i 
And flirmer Stubbs beheld his victim dead! 


Bravo Marky, excellent !” cried Sir Mildred, 
when Mr. Markland had concluded his poem, much 
to the amusement of his friends, except that they had 
commiserated the situation of 'poor Ulric. 

1 Iieard of thi& affair of farmer Stubbs,"* cried lord 
Villeroy, and severely, reprehended him for his inhu- 
manity to the poor black, who was actually found 
dead in one of his plantations the ensuing^ mornings; 
having been driven from the gates of the farmer. But 
it proved that the poor creature had been in an ex- 
piring state many days in the rieighl>ouring village; 
though, probably, owing to the blows inflicted on liiin 
by this unfeeling wretch, his suff(^irigs were increased, 
and his miserable existence jiuicli sooner terminated. 
The farmer however disclaimed having any band in 
the inhuman affair, and got clearly off; though I 
doubt whether his Conscience Is perfectly clear from 
the tran^ression."’ ' 

Conscience my lord I” uttered Markland, and 
can you suppose that such men as hiiw are troubled 
with conscience ! N o, indeed, that is a vLsitpr they do 
not attend to till they' have dojie witl| <couflti ng over 
the moneybags and finished their calculation of pounds, 
shillings,' and pence. Somebody else will dot and 
carry one then you may j*ely upon it, without so much 
as their crying pcccavi n the business.'’ 

Yet they will one day have to settle tlieii ac- 
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counts IheV^ is not a doubt of it,^’ cried Sir Mildred, 
when poor Ulric the dying Black will have as good 
a chance as any of them/’ 

Here ended the history of farmer Stubbs, and the 
evening concluded with the social party in the same 
manner as it had began, with rationality, and without 
the aid of scandal or ill-natured insinuations being 
thrown out on the characters of their neighbours. 

In the morning, it was the intention of Adolphus to 
pay an early visit to lady Theodora Percy, whom he 
liad not lately seen, owing to the cfonfusion and bustle 
which had, fOr several days pastf been going on at the 
Priory. Apd he was impatient to be the first to 
inform her of the absence of two of his uncle^s guests, 
botli of whom he knew were extremely obnoxious to 
her feelings. Some otlicr arrangements he also wished 
Theodora to be apprised of; and as he was charged 
with so many kind remembrances to her from the ladies 
and his uncle, to iiUreut the favor of her company 
shortly at the Priory. As sOoii as the breakfast things 
were removed he prepared to set out for Heath 
Cottage; and Sip Mildred, as Adolphus was leaving 
the room, exclaimed, — 

Pray .Dolphy be bank in time ior dinner, and try 
if you cannot prevail on Theodora to make one of our 
party to day. fTell her who is expected to accompany 
Edmund to the Priory, her favorite little gpod-rihtured 
Bella Montgoi\)ery, and if she* does not return with 
your persuations, 1 will see what she will do with 
mine and Marky’s, for we will go and storm ller castle 
by main force. Sliall not we Marky 
To which Mr. Markland replied with peculiar ex* 
pression, — ; 
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“ I don’t know that I shall do any such ^^hing: she 
is too sweet a creature to have any violent measures 
adopted with her; and I shan’t be the first to put it in 
practice, I promise you.” 

‘‘ Ah ! Mr. Walsingham won’t be very severe with 
lady Theodora Percy, — will you sir?” cried the lovely 
Angelina, producing a laugh instantly on the coun- 
tenances of the whole party, which animated thq 
cheeks of Adolphus in a moment, and he immediately 
made a retreat to avoid the further lively sallies of his 
friends ; and while the three gentlemen set out on a 
walk to inspect someMmprovements whfch had been 
making in Sir Mildred’s plantations, the. two ladies 
being left together, entered into the following con- 
versation; which commenced, with an inquiry of 
Angelina’s. — • 

You never saw Mr. Edmund Austincourt, did 
you Miss Aubrey ?” 

To which Miss Aubrey replied, — 

Yes, once, I l^elieve, 1 did. O yes, I now recol- 
lect that he came over to Avondale one morning with 
Sir Mildred, while lady MoiintsorrcLwas on a visit to 
your mother.” 

To which Angelina with a deeper colour mounting 
to her cheek than was usual, repKcd. 

And do’^you .refnember nothing moire of him than 
this!” 

Miss Aubrey looked surprised. 

Your inquiry is excessively odd Angelina !” an- 
swered she. What should I remember, but that he 
was Mr. Edmund Austcncourt, youngest son of Sir 
Mildred Austincourt of the Priory.” 

Was he in black ?” demanded Angelina very art- 
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lessly. ^nd Mies Aubrey could not forbear laughings 
while she replied, — 

Really I don't know ; 1 did not observe him very 
particularly." 

Angelina looked disappointed, while she retorted, — 
But you would have observed him very particu- 
larly, Miss Aubrey, if he had been my brother." 

, To which Rosella replied, — 

That is very likely, I should have had much stronger 
inducements. But surely my dear girl, as an entire 
stranger, it would have been extremely ill-bred, and 
not perfectly consistent with the situation of Rebecca 
Mantle, ta have stared Mr. Austincourt out of coun- 
tenance in the house of lady Villeroy." 

And particularly when you did not admire him !" 
cried Angelina, and yet,*I think he is almost the hand- 
somest young man I ever saw in my life. To be sure 
Mr. Walsingbam was always thought the handsomest 
of the two by all the y§ung ladies who visited at the 
Priory ; but, Oh my gracious! he is no more to be 
compared to his cousin Edmund, than I am to lady 
Theodora Percy. But I say dear Miss Anbrey, what 
shall I put on to day ? How ill-natured it was of lady 
Mouiitsorrel to persutfde mamma that I was too young 
to wear French dresses and French caps think a 
French cap so becoming. I shoiild like to lodk be- 
coming cm this day above all things, because"— —— 
Because what ?" inquired Miss Aubrey. 

** Because " answered Angelina, there is company 
expected at the Priory to day Miss Atlbrey, that 
is all." 

And because Mr. Edmund Austincourt is to make 
one of theni;-*-is not that it my pretty Angelina T* 

4 V 
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cr^ AMibr^y^ laughing; upoti my worc( my love, 
you have evidently a design on the heart of the young 
w^ower, that you are so anxious to display the power 
of your charms.” 

^ Ah ! that would be of little use Miss Auhreyy he 
would never regard poor Angelina, after having mar- 
ried such a woman as J iilia Montgomery, ^l\v was such 
an angel ; and I have often heard him declare, that if. 
ever he became a widower,* he never would marry 
again.*’ 

To which Miss Aubrey replied, — 

That is of little consequence my deaf, men will 
sijreai* any things 9nd forswear every thing, on piirposis 
to be thought superior creatures to uh woum^h, who 
are considered by them wavering and inconstaut; But 
we very well know, tlrat men are really so, let them 
swear wb^t th^ will ; and Uierefore I think it very 
likelj; th^tMi^vE^dniu Austincourt may marry again 
in, spite of his asseverations to thewntrary.” 

,‘V,liut then Miss Aubrey, Mr. Edmund Austincourt 

EP; p^rticuJbr^ that I don’t think it possible for any 
of^ to.pleane him who is not as particular as himself.” 

. Aubrey smileJ, — 

uiylwo wo will not ai^Mie about the point,” 
Wmgpcliske, but< it' is very clear to me that there is 
whol^isil^ to try the power of pleasing^ 

They no.WT^tifed to their chambei^ to dress, (but 
Ans^Pfh ht A «n0t been long there before she oathc 
b|r^^h|p§if^^te/Misia[ Aubrey to knoiv in what irtanner 
she should arrange her hair; what ornaments ii;he 
it; and. 1 ^ 1 ietlier she might wear one of 
her J^l^ji^b/dr^iiKses, iHiitead of the plain wdiite niusHii 
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frockH'wI^ch lady .Villeroy had. never yet pei'diittod her 
to throw aside; merciy because Angelina being ybUhg', 
it teas the wish of lady Villcroy thtif she should a)i.))car 
twen younger, in order that her ladyship hcrBeirtui^bt 
not he considered much older. An idea, so ridiculofUs, 
that it would never have entered the imaginittion of 
any but such a woman as lady Villeroy. • 

Meanwhile iMiss Aubrey endeavoured to persuade 
Angelina that tiiiu'e vv^is nothing so becoming to an 
English woman as a pliiin English dress: and no 
ornament more lK.‘aut^iul than *thc luxuriant auburn 
tresses wHli which' nature IjAd afrOiidy so liberally 
adorned Jjcr. The consequence was that the French ” 
cap was immediately reje^d for a wreath of roses; 
:uh 1 the white tbock exchanged for an elegant lacodtebss 
of Miss Aubrey’s. They now descend^ together* tq 
U>e drawing room, a full hour before the' lexpeietod 
visitants arrived ; during which time, the eyes of Aih 
gelina were so oljcn directed towards the vyindo’Wy 
that it excited the. nulice of lord Villeroy, wli6 
quired, what she wos looking at so intently; and as 
shn really looketl unconiiuonly beautiful, he could iio^ 
aV(>id udniiring her pt'rsonol lot'elincss with abrotlier’s 
pailialiiy. 

: Who, Hie brother! 1 was looking U» se& if Mri: 

W’alsiiighum was on his return homej” * ' 

TJieii you arc looking in a very.opposite dyireotioir. 
Aliss Villerpy,” cried Mr. Marklland,**^ fi>r Walsing- 
hani is gone to the left, and you have been looking to 
thorightfor tbisibalf hour. But long.loqked for ebmes 
at last,, for as 1 live, here is a carriage coming up the 
avenuo, and in it arc two personages, whom i takoto* 
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be Miss Bella Montgomery and Mr. Edmunfi Austin- 
court. I must instantly go and meet them.” 

Away flew Maridand, and at the' moment that An- 
gelina was hastily retreating from the window, the 
voices of a fond father and affectionate son were heard 
mingling tc^ther in the most rapturous and heartfelt 
congratulations. 


CHAPJER LIX. 


Before we return to the Priory, and to the happy 
party assembled there, let ur take a peep at our 
Orphan Boy, lost, or rather transported to the fairy 
regi<ms of love’s creative fency. It was the first 
morning th«t the frowns of sullen jointer seemed re- 
laxed in her dreary reign, and the sun sent forth its 
enlivening rays to hail the new-born little stranger 
which had just begun to raise its he^d above the 
surfece of the earth and seemed to ask protection; it 
was the modest snow-drop. Thee;p was also a mild- 
ness in Uie air, the tenants of which, all seemed to feel 
the kindly influepce, and warbled notes not unpleasing 
to the ear of Adolphus as he walked over the .heath, 
with more pleasurable sensations than he had ever felt 
before; and hope, enchanting hope, smiled in the per- 
spective of tl^ prospects which surrounded him, and 
he involuntarily exclaimed jn the words of the in- 
spired bard,-*- 



THE TEST OF INNOCENCE. 


725 


But thou, O hope, with eyet io fair, 

** What was thy delighted measure } 

** Still it whispered promised pleasure ; 

“ And bride the lovely scenes at distance hail/* 

Ah ! why must wc remove the mystic veil that bound 
his charmed senses to forgetfulness of all but love and 
Theodora? Why snatch the cup filled with the balmy 
and nectarious draught which rosy love was now offer- 
ing to his lip? Because he was forbidden to taste of 
it ? No, but because a* mysterious power had willed 
that he should not enjoy those sweets till a proper 
season: when* he should taste of*them unaccompanied 
by their biUers, and in the full perfection of every 
charm. But whither was Adolphus wandering? To 
the mansion of lady Theodora Percy. He had arrived 
within sight of it, and his* fond and imaginary dreams 
of fancied happiness were quickly ended where the 
powers of enchantment should only have began. When 
Adolphus found himsfjf at the entrance of Heath Cot- 
tage, which was through a shrubbery of rich aromatic 
and flowering trees, that had been collected, by lady 
Theodora at an exorbitant price from Italy, France, 
and Germany ; when his heart bounded with the ex- 
tatic hope of meeting ^is beloved * Theodora with a 
countenance full of love beaming smiles, and^thathis 
approach would be hailed by her with^the most cordial 
and pleasing welcome, what was his astonishment and 
surprise to behold her pale, spiritless, and dejected, 
shrinking with retiring coldness from his ardent and 
impassioned gaze ; and answering his anxiou&**and im- 
patient inquiries after her health with an air of chilling 
apathy, which did not appear to be perfectly free firom 
timidity, and even appreheiision. Adolphus looked 
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aghast and confoiiiided, and surveying /her altered 
looks with an expression of the utmost alarm, ex- 
claimed, — 

Dearest Theodora, you are really ill, and must 
instantly have medical assistance. You have neglect- 
ed your health, to me more preci(»iis than life itself, 
and have incautiously exposed yourself to danger. 
Your hand is cold: — your looks feverish! Oh! tell 
me how you feel !” 

To which lady Theodora instantly replied with a 
melancholy smile, 

Is a cold hand tlie indication of fever? Do not 
I beseech you alarm yourself unnocessiirily on iny 
account. 1 have no fever Walaiiigham, unless it is in 
iny heart; that, 1 confess is agitated and docs not feel 
quite in its usual quiet temperature; it is |)ained, it is 
inexpressibly grieved by sonic unpleasing intelligence 
that I have received. But as to medical assistance, 1 
require none, as I feel well convinced, there is no 
earthly medicine which ctin administer to a mind 
di^sed such as mine now is from internal inquietude, 
that has, I own, for several days preyed most dread- 
fully on my spirits.^ 

Adolphus still held the hawl oi* Theodora, he still 
gazed uyon her face with fond solicitude; and still re- 
garded lier with the most impassioned tciuleriiess, uiul 
lie uttered,— 

‘^And may 1 not inquire into thp cause of this 
sudden intelligence which has so seriously affected 
you that*you have not even a smile to bestow on me. 
From whence has this rinteliigence arrived? May 1 
not know it Theodora ?” 

^‘Certainly: 1 did not iiilend to keep it secret, 
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(hough it ri*|n in no way concern you. You never knew 
(he amiable countess Molini, and it is the intelligence 
of her death that I have received : she died suddenly; 
was a most, amiable, and accomplished woman ; and 
so you cannot wonder that 1 should deplore her loss, 
having been honored so long with her confidence and 
friendship.'* 

. It is very certain that the very moment the name 
of the countess Moliiii wAs mentioned by lady Theo- 
dora as the cause of her present altered appearance 
and depressed spirits, Adolphus suddenly dropped the 
lovely hand which he had bei>n pressing only the 
moment before with fervour to his lips, and that he 
hdt tlu* approach of some sensations creeping upon hiin 
whicli made him regard the coinitenance of Theodora 
with the most scriitini'/in!!^ and piercing inrpiiry, while 
he uttered in a sort of careless and rapid manner, — 

Of coiirse then you have heard from your friends 
in Italy?’* 

'I'o which Thco lura, with, a taint blush tinging ho! 
cheek, replied, — 

Yes, I have* certainly heard iVom the count Mo- 
lini.” 

» 

And are those aff the letters which you have 
received,” demaudetl Adolphus, with an air pjid man- 
ner totally different from what he ifad at fitst addressed 
her. Theodora’s cheeks instantly kindled into a bright 
crimson ; while^tlu’ eye of Adolphus W'as impressively 
fixed on her. You make no reply,” said he. 

No sir,” answered Theodora, “ I do not choose to 
reply to a rpiestion so rudelf and so abruptly asked. 
When yoifr inquiries wear the form of good manners, 
1 may then feel inclined to gratify your curiosity.” 



728 


THE ORPHAN nOY, OR 


Or rather say my anxiety, my torturir% anxiety/’ 
cried Adolphus, to learn whether you still encou- 
rage a clandestine correspondence with that artful, 
mysterious, and perfidious Italian 

And suppose I were to say that I am still com- 
pelled to do so,” uttered Theodora, “ what would 
Walsingham be the better for my information 

No, but he would be much the worse,” uttered 
Adolphus, and would once more repeat what he has 
so often done before, his dislike, his utter abhorrence 
of such proceedings^ By heaven! there is no female 
of delicacy ought to correspond privately or clandes- 
tinely with any man, unless that man were her father, 
her brother, or her husband.” 

Then Walsingham, as you are neither, i'. would 
be equally culpable if I w^ere to indulge in a corres- 
pondence with you,” answered lady Theodora, with 
an air of the most provoking non chalence, that Adol- 
phus, now roused to a renewtl of all his former 
jealousies, exclaimed, 

“ No Theodora, I feel that I am not indeed your 
husband, and under existing circumstances, it is very 
improbable that I stiall ever be inclined to aspire to 
the honor of that title. But ihk is of little moment to 
you, when you can freely indulge in your favorite pro- 
pensities with your ]5articular friends, wKile you wring 
with anguish the heart of that man who is«pained at 
your folly.” 

Adolphus had uttered all this with the passionate 
warmth of the most violent disorder of a wounded and 
agitated mind, and he paced the room without once 
looking at her, whom he had so resentfully addressed, 
till a convulsive sob, which seemed bursting from a 
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powerful|y surcharged heart, directed his eyes once 
more towards her ; and one momentary glance of her 
now pale and beautiful features bathed in tears, with 
her hands crossed over her bosom, which seemed to 
palpitate with the strongest emotion, instantly sub- 
dued and calmed his anger: while Theodora in mourn- 
ful and fuost affecting accents repeated, — 

“ Would that 1 had indeed a husband, a protector, 
a faithful friend to guidtj and direct, to save, to defend 
me from this merciless cruelty and unceasing and un- 
merited persecution ; oV would that 1 could find relief 
ill that land of celestial spirits where my father is gone, 
for there should I be at peace.’’ 

Instantly Adolphus w'as *at her fgett he wept, he 
sued he implored of Theodora to pardon his rash, un- 
thinking and impetuous conduct ; imputed it to the 
warmth of his temper, and was again as gentle and 
peniti iit as he had been violent and resentful. 

** Dearest Tlieodgraj, will you not say that you par- 
don me,” uttered he. 

To which she replied,— 

I must pardon every one, even they who have 
deeply injured me: 1 pardoned *lady Austincourt ; I 
pardoned Frederic ; ^nd 1 feel thAt 1 must yet pardon 
another who is the author and the source of all my 
present sufferings; and yet this kidividuSti^is not you 
Walsingham, it is Antonia! Antonia is the present 
cause of all my^ disquietude — ahxiety— mortification— • 

grief Yet 1 do not hesitate to pronounce, that 

he is at the same instant the object of my«tenderest 
pity and compassionate attention.” 

“ May furies — plague— pestilence — and’* — —« ■■■■ 
Adolphus paused: he had never yet invoked n 
4 8 
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curse on mortal, and he trembled to proi^unce it: 
while Theodora taking^ his hand, he immediately be- 
came composed, only uttering, — 

No, Theodora, I will not curse any of God’s crea- 
tures ; but are you not convinced, that this Antonia 
is of all, to Walsingham, the most obnoxious, the most 
hateful. 

To which Theodora replied, — 

‘‘ And yet you have no jnst pretensions to dislike 
him. Be but patient, dearest Walsingham, till time 
unfolds this mystcricus link in the destiny of Theo- 
dora, and happiness and honor will yet crown our 
virtuous, though chequered, loves.” 

Adolphus on JLhese words again became the most 
transported and blessed of human beings. 

** Are you serious my angel?” uttered he. 

To which Theodora immediately replied, — 

As serious as I should be in that parting hour 
when I should change a mortal ^or an immortal and 
immutable existence.” 

Calmer moments now succeeding, Adolphus ex- 
claimed, — 

* » 

Oh Theodora ! I never more w ill doubt your truth 

and constancy !” And be now immediately disclosed 
all he had intended to do when he first set out from 
the Priory relative ta the situation of the now happy 
Miss Aubrey and of the absence of the tw'o highly 
offended fair ones, lady Mountsorrel and lady Villeroy ; 
at which lady Theodora could not resist laughing 
most heartily; while she equally rejoiced in the good 
fortune of her favorite JR^osella. Adolphus then in- 
treated his beloved Theodora to accompany him back 
to the Priory. Where I dare say,” added he, 
that Edmund and Miss Montgomery are already 
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arrived, f|nd where my Theodora is most anxiously ex* 
peeled, — 

To which lady Theodora replied,— 

1 do not know %vhether Edmiind^s being at the 
Prioiy would be any inducement for my going there; 
but I am really impatient to see my dear Rosella now 
she has got rid of the hump on her back and thatbe- 
, witching red wig, which so completely answered the 
purpose it was designed A)r, that of veiling her charms 
from the observation of lord Villeroy, who has indeed 
acted most nobly. Would to heaven that every be- 
trayer of female innocence w'ould learn to emulate his 
lordship’s honorable example !” 

At this moment a little plaintive voice was very dis- 
tinctly heard at the door, and “ Let Fanny in” was 
uttered in a tone which made it diflicult to know 
whether the little suppliant was laughing or crying. 
The door was instantly opened by Adolphus, and in 
fitr»itted little Franctfs, ejjgerly running into the arms 
of lady Theodora, who straining her to her lovely 
bosom almost devoured her with kisses. 

Your little.pro/egc improve^ w^onderfully,” cried 
Adolphus, “ she is certainly a most lovely child.” 

“ And yet your un^le will not acknowledge it,” re* 
turned Theodora. Nay, he absolutely diriikes the 
sweet innocent.” 

Impossible !” exclaimed Adolphus, looking very 
intently on hen white plump neck, around which was 
a necklace of immense value. Lady Theodora in- 
stantly unclasped it, while her countenance betrayed 
the utmost embarrassment aifd confusion as she arose 
and placed it in a small ivory cabinet, but not before 
the eyes of Adolphus had glanced towards the gold 
eUsp? on which he very^ plainly distinguished t> 
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initials F. A. ; but without noticing this crrc imstance 
to Theodora, he determined to bear them in his memory : 
while she, wholly uncon*?ciou3 of his having perceived 
them, carelessly remarked, that it was foolish of Bru- 
nette to put a necklace on the child of such value, and 
which indeed, she added, did not belong to her. 

To whom does it belong then,” i nq u ired A dol phus. 

Without a moment's hesitation lady Theodora re- 
plied, — 

“To her mother, her unfortunate mothe^:” and 
Adolphus was again lost in wonder and mystery. 

In the meantime the carriage had been ordered, and 
lady Theodora, making but a very slight change in 
her dress, after having kissed the rosy cheek of her 
little foundling, accompanied the once more happy 
Adolphus to Austincourt Priory; where they arrived 
just in time to sit down to a most splendid and magni* 
ficent dinner, prepared for Sir Mildred’s long expect^ 
ed guests. 

“ Oh, my gracious! here is lady Theodora Percy,” 
cried Angelina, “ how beautiful she looks: — does she 
not Miss Aubrey ?” 

Yet you see how plainly she is adorned Miss 
Villeroy,” cried Mr, Markland,^ glancing bis eyes full 
at the wreath of red roses in Angelina’s hair. She 
is always dressed with the most elegant simpUcity, 
and consequently always looks well.” 

Angelina blushed, and whispered to Miss Aubrey, 
that she believed Mr. Markland was quizzing her 
wreath of roses: she wished she bad not put it on. 

Dear Rosella ! dear Bella I and dear Angelina ! were 
Mcceasively pronounced by lady Theodora \>n her en« 
SpilPo to the room, not wishing to appear particular 
df ihAtn • iKniifrk nriih the former, she longed 
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to have some private conversation, this was not a mo* 
irient when it could be reasonably adopted. 

Edmund Austiiicourt in the meaiitinie had some 


little private conversation with his Father after having 
been formally introduced to Miss Aubrey and lord 
Villeroy ; in which it is probable that Sir Mildred had 
acquainted hir) with every recent transaction that had 
passed at Vir I’riory, for he returned to the drawing- 
room in high spirits, his falutation to lady Theodora 
being most cordial and siYicere. In short, Edmund in- 
stantly perceived the happy understanding which had 
taken place between his beloved cousip and lady The- 
odora, and concluded from appearances so favorable, 
that the perfect innocence of* this fair creature, with 
respect to her late mysterious conduct with signior 
Antonia had entirely been established on the mind of 
Adolphus, whose spirits were, on this day, more highly 
exhilarated than ever he had seen them ; and when they 
were alone f.>r a few lyoments, Edmund most heartily 
congratulated him on his*present prospects with the 
lovely object of his affections, and hoped the period 
was not very far distant when he sliould bail him as 
the happy husband ot lady Theodora Percy. 

Ah! I do not yet Jinow Edmuhd,” uttered Adol- 
phus, when that transporting moment maj arrive ; 
though I have some reason to believe that Theoaora 
loves me, jet she persists in a refusal of our union 
taking place till gome mysteries rfre clearly elucidated.” 

“ And can you blame her,” cried Edmund, surely 
not. What permanent felicity could result 4>etween 
you, were mystery and doubt still to haunt and perplex 
your mind.V 

As to this Italian, he is doubtless the father of 
little Frances ; it is the mother who is wrapped up m 
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impenetrable mystery, and must be broiig][it to light. 
You see, Theodora would not even reveal to my father, 
the know’Irdge of who the molher is. But, apropos 
Dolphy, how came you to be so distant in your recep- 
tion of poor Bella when you came in, you absolutely 
scarcely spoke to her; while the agitation of the lovely 
girl was visible to every beholder.” 

To which Adolphus with an air of gravity replied, — 

‘‘ To what purpose would yon have me be more 
particular to Miss Montgomery than what good man- 
ners demands ? Why should I encourage the heart 
of this amiable rcreature to cherish impressions w hich 
might be dangerous to her peace, and cjonclusively, 
render me miserable, in a supposition that I had in 
any degree contributed to render her so. This would 
not only be preposterous vaiuty in me Edmund, but it 
would also be absolute cruelty, which 1 should despise 
myself w ere I ever to be guilty of. Ah! even w ere 
my lovely Theodora to be colder to me than alpine 
snows, this fviithful and devoted heart could never beat 
for another.” 

Edmund w'as silent, for he could refute no argument 
so just, so prudent, and so honorable; and tlioiigh lie 
wished to see the lovely sister* of his departed Julia 
happy, he could not reasonably but adopt tlie senti- 
ments of bin belovvd cousin, nor deny that he would 
not act with the same consistency were hej so circum- 
stanced with lady Tiieodora Percy. , 

Some conversation now passed relative to the un- 
fort unatV3 a flair of F rederic : — 

'Fo whom I have written but received no answer,” 
cried Adolphus. In short, I offered iny services in 
in any way he should reasonably require. But 1 do 
not know yvhat to think of him : he appears to regret 
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the friendship, as well as to avoid the attention, of his 
most particlilar acquaintances.” 

To which Edmund replied, — 

“ I have liad some painful and distressingf conversa- 
tion with my fatlier on the sulyect of my brother’s em- 
barrassments, as well as on the unhappy event which 
has so recently taken place in his domestic affairs; and 
thouijh 1 would not unnecessarily alarm the fears of 
my father, yet, I am not w^ithout some serious appre- 
hensions on Frederic’s Account. I know* his violent, 
impeltjous, and, I am sofry to add, vindictive spirit, 
which may lead him to seek Revenue on the base 
destroyer of Jiis peace; ihoug^h for the loss of such a 
woman, I would not endanger my existence.” 

“ Have you indeed any reason to suppose that Fre- 
deric will meet the vile colonel Maepherson,” inquired 
Adolphus. 

“ Who is a professed and notorious duellist,’* 
returned Edmund. J’rcderic, from whom I received 
a letter when the aflair to2k place, informed me that 
the fugitives had flown to Paris; that he had traced 
their route as far^as St. Cloud, and was resolved in- 
stantly to follow' them. Now 1 afti to conclude that 
he has gone to Paris, fjpm which place he has never 
returned, both mine and Sir Mildred’s letters remain 
yet unanswered.*” 

“In that case I am fearful of the result,” cried 
Adolphus. “ Provided that Frederic has overtaken 
them, a duel will most likely terminate the aflair 
between them.” 

Edmund shook his head, and confessing that he enter- 
tained the most alarming apprehensions for his bro- 
ther’s safety, they both returned together to the draw 
ing-room, where they found lady Theodora in the very 
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midst of her fair friends conversinj*; on a variety of 
topics with most en^a^ing^ affability anc condescen- 
sion ; and Mr. Markland, stationed at the back of 
Angelina's chair, was entertaining the whole company 
with his humourous and whimsical conversation. And 
on the entrance of Edmund and Adolphus he ex- 
claimed, — 

So Walsingham, we have found out the lady of 
the lake, who so greatly a,larmed you by the banks of 
the river ; it was no other than the fair Rosella, and 
there she is to answer for herself/’ 

And for heaven’s sake. Miss Aubrey, what could 
induce you to utter a cry so fearful ?” uttered Adolphus. 
To which Miss Aubrey, smiling, replied, — 

“ Sir, I had lost my wig, which was very nearly 
blown into the river by the violence of the w ind ; and 
on my attempting to recover my then inestimable 
treasure, a large water-dog rushed upon the bank, and, 
at that moment, I certainly did, scream with terror, and 
ran as fust as possible out of his reach; fearful, not 
only of losing my wig, but of being pursued by the 
animal.*’ 

And it was fortunate that we did not overtake 
you,** cried lord Villeroy, fqr then Rosella, your in- 
genious disguise would no longer have been necessary 

to conceal you from my observation” 

Or veil those charnis from the admiring eye,” 
uttered Markland. Here however you ladies possess 
R superior advantage over us blind and infatuated 
creatures. We cannot contrive so aptly all those 
pretty little disguisesi and charming stratagems by 
which you lead us step by step into a perfect maze; 
.and there you leave us spell-bound by your mystic 
diarms and bewitchiiig incantations. ^ Still woman, 
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with all thy 1 adore thee ! and I am frequently 

led to exclaim vvith the enamoured Jaffier when he 
thus addresses ln‘s lovely Belvidera, — 

“ Oh, woman ! lovely woman ! 

“ Auji^els were painted fair to look like you. 

“ There is in thee all that we believe of heaven : 

“ Amazing brightness, purity, and truth, 

“ Everlasting joy and love.” 

“ And men had been brutes without you,” concluded 
Markland, as lie very i»allan(ly Bowed to the whole of 
the ladies tlicre assembled. 

The carriage of ladv Theodora w^as ordered at an 
early hour, and she apologized to Sir Mildred for the 
abruptness of her departure. 

My servanis,” cried* she, are always in readiness 
ibis Jiour : lliey know my plan, I always go to bed 
early, in order that I may rise early in the morning. 
1 caifiiol endure miAuight revels ; and it is no wonder 
that 1 am taken on tliat account for one of the most 
unfashionable crealun^s in nature.” 

lint Naturii has done more for you lady Theodora, 
than she has for the most part of them,” uttered Mr. 
Markland, she hasigiven you the fine glow of health 
to your complexion, without having it exported from 
the Hue de Parise, or the OperA k la •Grand. You 
have the» bloom of roses which ‘ Nature’s own hand 
hath cunningly' laid on and it is not in the power of 
all their combined arts either to match its excellence, 
or imitate its perfection,” 

On this direct and pointed compliment, lady Theo- 
dora aroiSe, and courtesied gracefully to all Sir Mil- 
dred’s guests ; and extending her fair hand to Mr. 

5 A 
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Marklaiid^ uttered, in a tone of the most playful and 
fascinating sweetness, — 

I do not know Markland what you mean to add 
to my complexion, but 1 see yo!i have a design to add 
to my vanity. For heaveirs sake, how am I to support 
all this effusion of compliment without thinking of my 
personal attractions; and by this means, you will do 
me# the most material mischief imaginable. 1 shall 
study my looking-glass when 1 ought to be darning 
my stockings,” 

The kindest invitation being given to all tlie party, 
Theodora tripped down stairs, with Adot|)hns on one 
side and Markland on the other. Not without the 
former whispering something in her ear which called 
forth a blush and a smile of the most enchanting and 
beautiful variety ; and Iht lac^yship’s carriage? immedi- 
ately drove from the door. 


CHAP TKR LX. 


‘ The time being positively lipiiled for the visit of 
Edmund Austincourt at the Priory, ho was early ap- 
prised of the tonor intended him by lord-Villeroy ; and 
a very few days after the happy party liad assembled at 
>ir Mildred’s, a day was appointed for ,t.he celebration 
of the nuptials of his lordship with his beloved Rosolla 
Aubrey; •which were to be solemnized in the gothic 
chapel of the Priory, that, a( the beginning of this 
history, had afforded a shelter to Sir Mildred Austin- 
. court and his family when the consuming flames were 
destroying his magnificent mansion. It was a memo- 
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rable place in the recollection of our Orphan Boy : 
for here luAl he miraculously preserved the life of Miss 
Grandisoii ; and here had Theodora first discovered 
that hv was an object w'orthy of Jier attention ; — here 
had she solicited assistance to save the life of Camilla 
Grandisoii: — and here she had pointed to his wounded 
arm when all else were unmindful of the danger be had 
yndergoiie. To this circumstance alone may be aftri- 
biited the veneration of Adolphus for the old gothic 
structure ; and he determined that, if ever the happy 
day arrived when he should call*Theodofh his own, 
in this place*liis nuptials should* be performed. 

Every ai»rangtMnent necessary for the wedding W'as 
now’ put in active preparation, and all w'as bustle, and 
confiisiun, and every face wore a smile beneath the 
roof of Austincoiirt Pribry. Notwithstanding this, 
Edninnd began seriously to entertain some alarming 
fears for the fate of his brother Frederic, though only 
imparted in confident? to^AxIolpluis: and they dreaded 
lest any intelligence should suddenly arrive to damp 
the si>irits of the bridal party. Meanwhile llosella 
had not failed tu pay an early visU to Heath Cottage, 
w’h(‘rc doul)tless she had been enjoying some private 
conference w ith her i#vely friend, the nature of which 
had the eliect of making her look excessively^rave on 
her return in s*pite of her utmost eflofts ttf hide it from 
the observiitiou of her friends, and part^ularly from 
the piercing of Adolphus, and lord Villeroy 
claimed, — 

Why Rosellay one would imagine that *you had 
been inviting your friend tc^bc present at a funeral 
instead of h w edding. Why so pensive ray angel 

I have been making the same observation,” uttered 
Adolphus, looking towards Miss Aubrey with an air 
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of keen inquiry, “ there is nothing the matter with 
your lovely friend I hope 1” 

To which Miss Aubrey, not without betraying some 
small degree of embarrassment, replied, — 

Dear me, no, Mr. Walsingham, lady Theodora is 
quite well I assure you. Only we have been talking 
e great deal about one thing or other, and it has given 
me an intolerable head-ache.” 

This reply silenced all furMier inquiry on the subject 
of Theodora, although it was evident from the manner 
of Miss Awrey, tlfat someUiing had that morning 
either given her pain dr displeasure. 

Another day was now only to iiilervoMo between 
that appointed for the marriage of lord Villeroy, and 
this the whole party had been invited to spend at 
Heath Cottage ; and as the'weatlier was remarkably 
fine for the season of tlu* year, it was proi)osed that 
they should set out at an early hour in lord \ iilcr(»y’s 
carriage. Edmund and Adolpb is however preferred 
walking; and 8ir Mildred, lord Villeroy, Mr. Mark- 
land, and the thi ee ladies orciipied llie carriage, wliich 
arrived a full hour before the pedesf’ians; and Adol- 
phus and Edmund found the wliolc party engaged in 
inspecting the beautiful gardens and jdantations that 
were laid out with the most eAqiiivsite tast('; there was 
everything ib this sequestered and lovely retreat which 
could charm the curious as wdl as gratify the admiring 
eye. There were meandering streams, serpentine 
walks, embowering shades, and loved y hermitages so 
retired and adapted for meditation, that here the 
lonely recluse might have wandered for ever without 
his hallowed haunts being intruded upon* by mortal 
eye. There was a shrubbery too, which was irnper* 
vious cveu to the suaiiy ray ; and on each side were in- 
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numeniblc banks of the clouble-blossoniod violet that 
sent forth^he most delicious perfiiines, and breathed 
tlieir balmy fragrance tlirough the air: while in other 
parts of this bewitching retreat w ere a gay assemblage 
of the most beautiful exotics of rare and choice col- 
lection. 

Lady Theodora had received her guests wdth llu* 
most cordial welcome and enlivening smiles. She 
seated Sir Mildred at th^* head of her table, and in- 
sisted that lie should do tho honors in compliment to 
her guests, and a magniilcent vef)ast crowned the fes- 
tive board, conducted w itlioiil formality or ostentation, 
and in w hk'h there was plenjty w itiiout profusion. 

Markhuid. over good humoured and ever gay, shone 
briglitiy in his native character. The spirits of Sir 
IVliidred were more than*usualiy animated. The ride 
had been servic(*al)le to all parlies. Tlie complexion 
of Miss Aiibiey glowed with opening roses ; and lady 
Theodora lo(>ked an enchantress waving with her 
magic w and, all lioaris, all eyes towards her. 

In this moment of universal harmony, and w'hen the 
shades of eveiivng had already ^draw n around them 
w ithoiit any interruption to the charms of a day most 
deliglitlnlly spent iiweach other’s society; while the 
ladios were deep in conversation, and Sir Mildred had 
entered into stVne arguments withlii^i fritiui Markland, 
in which Iprd Viileroy look an active paft, Adolphus 
and Edmund syde out of liie room into an adjoining 
apartment laid out with refreshments for the evening. 

Let us stroll into tlie shrubbery for a few 
moments/’ cried Edmund, after helping hiAself to a 
glass of lefuonade. It is cool and refreshing, and 1 
am e\cessively w^arm.’’ 

Adolphus immediately assented, and putting his 
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arm through Edmund’s, they sallied forth. The fresh- 
ness of the air was delightful. The moon shone 
brightly, and as tliey inhaled tlio fragrance of each 
opening flower, the spirits of Adolphus rose to the 
most animated pitch, and he rapturously exclaimed to 
Edmund, 

And will the fairv scenes which now deck mv 

V % * 

fancy with hopes so joyous, so transj)orling, be e\ ev 
mine? ’Tis Theodora wliich must create a Paradise 
around me, Edmund ! It* is 'Theodora w lio, emerging 
from dark shades of (iiystery and concealment — 

At these words a tigiire glanced out of the luM'init- 
age, and dartcnl like lightning through the midst of 
the embowering shades. 

Adolphus grasped tlie arm of Edmund — 

Did you behold ihal, Edmund,” uttered he. 

To which Edmund, alarmed at his exines^^ions and 
manner, replied cauti(jusjy — 

‘‘ 1 beheld sometlnng in the slMi|)e of a human form 
come out of the h<*rmitage, but I am certain I cannot 
preciseiv say w lu^tlic r it had th<^ appearance oi’ malt* or 
female.” 

t 

“ 1 am then more quick siglited than yon aris" 
crie4: Adolphus with the most )iVissionate vehemence. 

It was, a man, and 1 will instantly follow^ him and 
know wdiat busiiu^sii Ik? has here.” 

I conjgre you not,” exclaimed Edmund, but 
Adolphus was already out of lieari ng.o He had flow n 
beyond the possibility of overtaking him till he entirely 
lost sight of him through the dark foliage of the trees; 
blaming his impetuosity, ** 110 wever, and suspecting that 
the mysterious intruder could never comb there for 
any good and honourable^ purpose. Edmund hastened 
to And his path out of the srhrubbery, intending to 
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make some inquiry of the domestics, and to inform 
lady Thedttora of llic incident which had occurred. 

But Adolphus had already saved him that trouble ; 
he liad arrived before him in breathless haste, and the 
hrst sentence that he pronounced on his again behold- 
ing Kdniund, was the following, uttered in a voice of 
])hi*enzy — 

I have discovered tl»e perfidy of Theodora ! She is 
false — she is almndoned— %she is lost — Oh ! Edmund, 
lost to ino for ever ! 

Ill vain (lid Kdminul attempt to dissuade Adolphus 
from rushing* into the presence ?if lady Theodora, till 
the violent dis(>rd('r of his spjrits had in some degree 
subsided : in vain In’s attem|d to detain him only for a 
few short momemts, till tin* phrenzy whicli had entirely 
taken [lo-session of his distracted f(*atnres had pro- 
duc(?(l som(‘ change : but. he might with as little 
probability iuue calmed the fury of the tempestuous 
ocean, or stilh'd the foaring of the winds, or chained 
down the liuiigry lion when first it darts impetuous on 
its destiiH'd prey. 

He rushed from llu^ t/utstretche(J arms of Edmund, 
and flew on tlie instant, or ratlun* staggered into the 
presence of tlic astouished, alarmed, and surprised 
party, and iinnu'diatcdy approaching lady Theodora, 
whose countenSnee was lighted up, with the most 
heavenly sn;iles, saluted her in the following manner: 

Oh ! tliou fa V est and cunningest pattern of nature’s 
workmanship ! Thou too lovely smiling mischief, 
what hast thou achieved by thy specious arts and 
deceptions ? the certain destrtictiou of him who has 
been destined to adore thee, and will not now survive 
thy dishonour ! Oh, Theodora ! thou hast undone 
me ! and nature will not long support the conflict !” 
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Consternation, surprise, wonder, and amazement, 
sat on every countcMiauce there present. 

Sir Mildred arose from his chair, and seizing the 
arm of his nephew, exclaimed — 

“ Almighty Powers \ what is the cause of this dis- 
traction ? Edniiind 1 demand, I insist upon an expla- 
•nation of this unheard of, this extraordinary conduct, 
what does it mean ? what has occasioned it? You aijd 
Dolphy have not been lurff an hour absent from the 
present company ; you went out in your sober senses, 
and have now returned to it in a state apparently of 
intoxication or insanity.” 

To which Edmund replied — 

I cannot, my dear Sir, explain what I do not 
knoiv ; all 1 can t<dl you is, that Adolphus and myself 
had strolled togotlier as Ihr as the slirubbery, wliere 
w^e were conversing as calmly and quietly as possible, 
when suddenly wc perceived a strange figure dart out 
of the little hermitage, aiu^ my Vousin persisted in fol- 
lowing the footsteps of the unknown. He nishc*d 
from my pre*«*nce, and T remained behind ; on my 
return to the cottag;e 1 found Adolphus in the disorder 
you now see. I, can tell you nothing more of the 
matter.” 

Sir Mildred now' looked sternly at his nephew'. 

“ Tlieii 1 niunt apply to you, Mr. iValsingliam, fin- 
further particulars,” uttered he. 

When Adolphus exclaimed — 

Ah I would to Heaven that Walsingham had no 
longer the pow'er of revealing the dark tale ! then 
would it sink to oblivion as it now sinks to infamyr, to 
perdition. Oh, Theodora !” 

For Heavens sake 1 implore ypu to speak !” cried 
Sir Mildred, or you will drive me frantic, whither 
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residonco of lady Theodora Percy I She is lost/l she 
is fallen ! s^ie is unworthy of*” .. 

At tliis rnoinont a loud and piercing shriek assailed 
their ears and arrested their attention; and “ hold 
l)arl)arians 1” was uttered in the most nncontroulable 
einotion and despair. The door burst open, and the 
same figure which Adolphus had before beheld in thc^ 
hermitage and had follow^ed to the bedchamber of 
lady Theodora Percy (for Jt was certainly true that it 
had flown for refuge) now prosented itself before thetn. 
It was tjio mysterious 'Antonia,* who instantly ap- 
proaching Sif Mildred, and thiN)wing himself at his 
feet, proiunyiced — 

On me let Sir Mildred Austincourt invoke his 
vengeance ! on my devoted head let Walsingham 
pour forth all his curses t crush rne to atoms ! treat 
me like the alyect thing I am, but spare, oh! spare, 
that pitying angcd from further condemnation ! Ilere 
let tlie scene of her j^crsecution forever end, whose 
only crime, whose only fault, has been to save a 
wretched mother and a helpless child-— the child of 
Faiinv Roseberry !” 

Fanny Uoseberry !” exclaimed Sir Mildred. 

Fanny Uoseberry repeated Eflmnnd. 

‘‘ Yes,” cried the weeping suppliant, the piysteri- 
ous Antonia wlTo now kneels hefoi^ you \ind Fanny 
Uoseberry are the same and instantly unloosing the 
Spanish cloak, w']iich concealed lier figure, and throw- 
ing from olfher head a large Spanish hat and feather, 
the form of the unfortunate injured Fanny, thrfugh no 
longer blooming and young, appeared to the view of 
all the petrified and astonished beholders ; but more 
especially to the perplexed and bewildered senses of 
Adolphus, and the conviction of his enraged uncle. 
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** Now, sir, is there yet a doubt of the evidence of 
your senses V* cried she, addressing the heart-struck 
Adolphus, and then turning with a mournful and in- 
expressibly touching air towards Sir Mildred, “ or of 
yours, sir? You both behold Fanny Roseberry, and 
the mother of the little Italian foundling, preserved 
'from the stern frowns of a cruel and unnatural father, 
by the sacrifice of the peace and happiness of lk<^t 
angel there ! (pointing to lady Theodora) — slic, who 
bound by the nature of an 9 ath to lady Austincourt 
and her remorseless son, felt it impossible to reveal, 
even to the objects sHe most loved, and by ivhoin she 
has been so long enthralled, and from which she is 
now emancipated by the confession of Fanny Rose- 
berry ; and therefore she is free. Yes, brightest pat- 
tern of unrivalled excellence, it is Fanny wdio now 
absolves you from your oath — the nature of which has 
so cruelly and so long involved you in mystery and 
dark concealment. It is I, whb in confessing that 1 
am the mother of that fostered child, so tenderly pre- 
served by your care, so kindly cherished by your pro- 
tection, that burstscopen the fetters by which you have 
so long been imprjisoned, in a solemn asseveration of 
your innocence, in all that respects that fostered child 
— the child of Frederic Austincourt and Fanny Rose- 
b^rry.” 

Fanny) I entreat you to compose yoiR*self,’’ cried 
lady Theodora, gently approaching her, and placing 
her in a chair, while Miss Aubrey kindly supported 
her almost fainting form, you have been ill, you are 
still suffering from the effects of indisposition,"’ con- 
tinued lady Theodora, taking her by the hand, and 
beneath my roof 1 will not permit any one to treat you 
with unkindness^ or approach you with impunity.” 
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did you follow the steps of the mysterious stranger ? 
who -wsLsjtie ? what was he ?’’ 

A man !” exclaimed Adolphus, and I followed 
him !'’ Adolphus looked yet more wildly, and grasped 
the hand of his now alarmed uncle. 

Where?” cried Sir Mildred; where did you 
follow him ?” 

Into the bedchamber of lady Theodora Percy !” 
exclaimed he. 

Into the bedchamber of lady Theodora Percy,” 
repeated Sir Mildred, booking aghast and confounded 
by intelligence which he so little expected. 

Wh^re I would have pulverised him into-atoms,” 
returned the furious Adolphus, but that the vile 
reptile lias this once escaped my vengeance. He 
closed the door, and it is now locked i In Theodora's 
chamber is he now concealed !” 

Your senses wander, nephew,” cried Sir Mildred, 
Recover yourselj^ I cannot believe your assertion.” 

By Heaven it is trtfe !” uttered Adolphus. 

The countenance of lady Theodora, though it had 
successively changed, and was even agitated during < 
the whole of this scene, was^yet undismayed, and 
betrayed no signs of fear, shamC, or embarrassment; 
but in a voice firm and indignant, she turned towards 
Sir Mildred,* while she exclaimed— 

“ By Heavens it is false, Sir Mildred ! Rosella ! 
dear Rosella ! you know that* it is feWl” 

Miss Aubrey immediately approached her friend, 
and while tears almost choaked her utterance, falter*- 
ing exclaimed — 

“ Yes) 1 do indeed know that it is fiilse I Solemnly 
do I protest that what Mr. Walsingham has just 

5 B 
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uttered is a foul and slanderous accusation against 
the character of lady Theodora Percy !” 

And pray Miss Aubrey by what authority do you 
contradict the evidence of my senses ?’* demanded 
Adolphus. 

To which Miss Aubrey replied, casting a look at 
the same time on Adolphus of the most indignant 
reproach.’ 

By the evidence of my pun, Sir. Lady Theo- 
dora has no man conctmled in Iier bedcliamber. 1 
w-ill defy the malice of her most rancorous enemies, if 
^any siicli she has merited*!, to prove the credibility of 
such a fale.” 

Then by the Eternal I’owers 1 beheld one enter 
there,” cried Adolphus. And by that same Power 
which I now invokoj he shall not stir from hence till 1 
have seen him ! till one or other of us, or both 
perish 1” 

. 'Adolphus was now rushing wikliy out, but Edmund 
and Mr* Markland forcibly delained him. 

- At length Sir Mildred addressed lady Theodora. 

; Infatuated girl !” uttered he, ‘Sand will you 
answer nothing to unravel this horrible mystery : are 
you innocent ? or‘ha<’e you merited the accusation of 
niyuephew?” 

To whiclT la/ly Theodora, crossing her hands over 
heiilbos^i, -firmly ejaculated— 

All but this 1 couiy have borne! 5^11 but this 1 
could^have^supportt'd ! Oh ! my God ! in this trying 
hoinrt ^ranti me^ yet fortitude, as thou hast already 
gi\en me patience!” 

Let "us i^Btaiitly depart,” cried Sir Mildred. 

llhis place ts wodonger a proper scene for any of us ! 
Nephew ! Edmund! 1 command you both to quit the 
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“ As she will be the darling of my old cried 
Sir Mildrid, now more composed, and placing little 
Frances on his knee) I shall never look at her without 
remembering the events of one day passed at Heath 
(’ottage.’* 

Markland, who now really felt for the painful situa- 
tion of poor Adolphus, yet knew not how to befriend 
Jiim on the present occasion, immediately exclainietl, 

And 1 dare say, that my friend Walsinghani will 
hav(‘ as much reason *i*o reniember the events of this 
day us any of us.” 

Oh ! sfr, he will have a gre^at deal more,” uttered 
lady Theodora, with an arch smile; for wha^ do you " 
tiiink the events of this ddy will lead him to, much 
earlier than ever he expected ?” 

Markland looked surprized ; and in some confusion 
replied. 

Why really, lady Theodora, I cannot pretend to 
say.” 

To which, to the astonishment of all present, she 
laughingly replied, 

To matripiony, Markland ; and lady Theo- , 
dora most heartily coiigratulate1i> Mr. Walsingham on 
the occasion, she wishes h> testify her joy more 

sincerely, by shaking hands with him, in the p^'esence 
of all his friends, if he will plegise to yenfure a little 
nearer.’.^ 

Poor AdoJ{)hus, whose eye« had never been removed 
from the ground ever since the discovery of Fanny 
Roseberry, now Hew, almost transported, tp the side of 
his enchantress, and seizing her lovely unreluctant 
hand, v^uld have devoured it with kisses, had she not 
btusliingly disengaged it, while she arclily enquired if 
he had recovered liis senses 
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To which he replied^ 

Yes, loveliest and dearest creature, npver again 
to wander in doubt, nor be confounded by mystery.” 

“ Nor blinded by prejudice !” exclaimed Theodora; 
love should ever repose on the breast of confidence, 
and then honour is its safeguard : it is a sacred talis- 
man, which, while it is preserved, will defend its 
faithful votaries, as that sweet flower which, even 
when its leaves have fallen, still exhales its balmy* 
fragrance to prove that its virtues are lasting and un- 
perishable. 


CHAPTER T^XI. 


After an interval, in which the really now happy 
and delighted friends had paf^takc^i of some refresh- 
ments, Fanny related the sequel of her unhappy story, 
at the express desire of Sir Mildred Austincourt, in 
* the following words : -y- " * 

There was a time when the blush of shame would 
< 

have burned indignant on this cheek, to have per- 
mitted a disclosure of circumstances so painful to my 
own feelings, and sq disgraceful and heart-wounding 
to the feelings, of another, but justice to thfe unex- 
ampled conduct of that matchless excelleftce warrants 
no concealment of what has hitherto appeared myste- 
rious and doubtful in the actions of lady Theodora 
Percy. 

Soon as the nature of my indiscretion became 
known to you, Sir Mildred, soon as my agonising feel- 
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In the mean time, Sir Mildred had covered his face 
with his handkerchief ; and Adolphus, overwhelmed 
with grief and at once penetrated with shame, contri- 
tion, and despair, had retired to the most distant part 
of the room, not daring to lift up his eyes to that dear 
object whom he had so cruelly wounded and so un- 
justly accused. He was not forsaken, however, by the 
^consoling voice of Edmund, who occasionally whis- 
pered him to take courage. 

But Markland, lord*Villeroy, and the three ladies, 
all flocked around poor Fanny and her lovely protec- 
tress, whose strong and powerful emotion having been ^ 
seasonably relieved by a coj)ious shower of tebrs, she 
began to address Sir Mildred, who mildly entreated 
that, in the first moments of her returning composure, 
she would not conceal from his knowledge any part of 
the base conduct of Frederic or lady Austincourt to- 
wards lady Theodora Percy or herself, as he was pre- 
pared to hear the vwy worst of his son, and was there- 
fore not surprized at any transaction, however vile, 
which had passed between him and his mother ; and 
with respect to, your own injuries, my poor girl,” said 
Sir Mildred, you have sustained many ; and yet, 1 
thank heaven, thaUyou are at last the happy instru- 
ment of restoring peace to a disturbed family, and 
clearing all ^ungenerous suspicions against the bright 
unsullieri fame of that best and excellent creature of 
whom I novi implore pardrfii and forgiveness.” — 
Already had Sir Mildred^s hand been stretched out 
towards the snowy one of lady Theodora, Vlio, with 
an air of the most fascinaSng sweetness, drew her’s 
back with one of her sportive smiles. 

What, Theodora !” cried Sir Mildred, and do 
you reject a peace-offering from me too ? Alas ! niy 
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child, I am already torn by conflicts too groat almost 
for the nature of my weak irifirniities to mipj)ort ; and 
I would not go down to thogravc' with resentment on 
my head. I have forgiven poor Fanny — Frederic was 
the cause of her indiscretion ; but 1 have not forgiven 
him, nor do I know that 1 shall forgive him till I re- 
ceive pardon from you/’ 

Dear Theodora, will you not forgive my father?” 
cried Edmund, now approaching lady Theodora, and' 
respectfully taking her hand.* 

Yes, when he has forgive, n another whom he has 
most offended,” uttered she : me he has yot. 1 pro- 
• test 1 never was offemded with any one ; but Sir 
Mildred has greatly offended my little Frances ; and 
he must make it up w ith her before he can be recon- 
ciled to Theodora again.” 

The attendant was rung for, and the child imme- 
diately brought in ; and lady Theodora taking it in 
her arms, approached Sir Mildred. He held out his 
arms towards it; she, smiling little innocent, claspeil 
him round the neck — she was pressed to the heart of 
her grandfather ; but Sir Mildred could not articulate 
a sentence. Nature prevailed over prfdc^ and feeling 
conquered remorseless prejudice! burst into 

tears ; and Fanny Roseberry, the pt?or deserted injured 
Fanny, sobbed aloud ; nor were the spectators of this 
affecting scene^'unmoved. Miss Aubrey and Angelina 
both shed tears. WhUe the lovely, the ftnimaled 
Theodora, now pressed the hand of Sir Mildred to her 
lips, rapturously and smilingly exclaiming, 

Now, ray dear Sir Mildred, 1 am yonr Theodora 
again ; and the happy happy Theodora of all my 
friends ! Let this child ever be the hostage of love 
between us.” 
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ings were unfolded tp you by the letter which 1 left 
under my piUow, I for ever quitted the roof of Austin- 
court Priory ; but, with shame I confess it, was not 
without the knowledge of my betrayer : he knew of 
the place of my concealment, as also did lady Austin- 
court. It was at a cottage on the Heath ; and while 
my poor, unhappy, and distracted parents mourned 
the death of their lost Fanny, she was kept a prisoner' 
thl^re by the seductive arts of him who had destroyed 
her. 

For a while Frederia entlcavoprod to tranquilize 
the distracted .state of my poor disordered mind, and 
I thought that ho loved me ; but vain w as that hope, 
and delusive that fond expectation, for one morning 
he appeared before me almost furious and wild, and 
sternly questioned me about Mr. Adolphus Walsing- 
liam. 

^ Are you certain that you have neither seen or 
conversed with my cousin,^ uttered he ; and I answered 
Wm in the negative. 

‘ Then 1 am safe,’ replied he ; and by this time 
he has fled for ever from the vengeance of my father. 

I demanded an explanation of words so extraor- 
dinary ; but wliiit language could psvint the anguish of 
my feelings when he iTiforrned me tliat Mr. Walsing- 
ham was suspected to be the betrayer of Fanify Rose- 
berry ; and was in consequence disgra^ed^. demised, 
^nd driven rtoin the abode 6f liis^uncle. 

. “ ‘ Almighty pbwers, Frederic !’ ,1, ^ apd can 

you suffer your cousin to remain under the iinpptation 
pf so gross aud infamous an as{)ersion, when you know 

he is i,nnocentr would you have him thought 
gujlty! And bis reply was,’ — 

5 c 
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* One of UB muBt be thought guilty, and 1 am 
resolved that it shall be Adolphus, the greatly ad- 
mired, the so greatly loved Orphan Boy ! In short, 
I have already settled his business with my father and 
with every one in the family except Edmund and the 
old maid Camilla Grandison : they alone think that 
he is innocent ; but I will defy him to prove it !' 

“ ‘ Oh, Frederic, how/ uttered I. To which he in- 
stantly replied/ — 

^ By binding him dpw>i*to the most sacred oath 
that it is possible fer man t6 take in the sight of hea- 
ven ! I made him »wear that he never would betray 
this Secret to my father: he has taken t|;ie oath, and 
now dares not retract from it: he was accused, and is 
now fled from the Priory !’ 

Do not suppose me totbe unmoved by the perfidy 
of Frederic’s conduct. I wept; I implored of him to 
siifier me to clear the innocence of your injured 
nephew. ‘ I w ill go to Sir Mildred myself/ uttered I, 
when a voice pronounced^ ‘ At your peril/ and that 
voice was lady Austincourt’s. ‘ Insolent, presuming 
wretch/ exclaimed she, ‘ and w^ould you yet add de- 
struction to the unliappiness and shame that you liave 
already brought 'upon my dariing Frederic ! But 1 
'shall take good care of your pretty person I promise 
you. I wiU put you under lock and key till Frederic 
can get rid of you. I shall ship you off as soon as 
pbssible; and when Frederic is married to lady The- 
odora Percy, which he is going to do immediately, 
then perhaps 1 may send for you back again.’ 

Sir Mildred, I certainly did not hear any more 
from the lips Of lady Austincourt, for l«had happfly 
sunk insensible to the consciousness of thy situation. 
On my recovery, I found myself alone; deserted at 
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once by my cruel betrayer and his more inhuman 
mother.” 

At this part of poor Fanny’s narration, Sir Mildred 
could scarcely refrain from expressing his abhorrence 
against the conduct of his remorseless son; and turning 
towards Fanny, with an air of the most compassionate 
kindness, he exclaimed, — 

Poor victim of thy own credulity and man’s per-’ 
ii(}ious and cruel arts, well mayest thou curse the 
author of your suflerings, Well may you despise the 
memory of lady Austincowrt.” ^ 

And Fanny^ in a voice yet raorp tremulous, resumed 
her tale. 

I had not beheld Frederic*for several weeks, yet I 
was daily visited by lady Austincourt, who had of late, 
adopted an air of less severity towards me; the jcausc 
of which I was soon informed of, as one evening she 
came suddenly to the cottage and told me, that 1 must 
instantly go with her to Austincourt Priory. 

^ To Sir Mildred,^ uttered 1, to which she haugh- 
tily replied, — 

‘ Have you the insolence to interrogate me as to 
what I intend to do w ith you. It Is enough that you 
will be handsomely provided for, w^hich is more than 
you deserve, after al^the uneasiness that you have 
brought into my family ; however, jn a flays you 
will set sail for Italy, where you will be kindly receiv- 
ed by the ebunt Molini, Who if\ now on*the eve of 
marriage with a •lady of the most exalted rank ; but 
previous to this event, you will be placed as a lv>arder 
in the convent of St. JuHen, where you will remain 
till some further ari^ngements can be made for you. 
In the meantime, I would recommend you Miss Fanny, 
to be patient and obedient; you will find it will be 
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the ofiij 'way to insufe my farther ititentionB of kind- 
ness towards you. Come, are you ready, ave you pre- 
pared to follow me V 

I hastily threw on a hat and scarf, iinahle either 
to contend with, or oppose the commands of niy in- 
flexible tyrant. All I ventured to pronounce was, 
‘ May I be permitted to see Frederic, and implore a 
blessing of my father and mother before 1 depart for 
Italy.* 

« Frederic you will. shoHly see,* answered lady 
Austincourt, ‘ he is now watting to see you with lady 
Theodora Percy on some most particular business with 
which your presence is immediately concQrned before 
it can be finally settled. * You perceive you are a person 
of vast consequence Miss Fanny ; but as to permitting 
you to see the old folks, that you cannot do, since they 
are beyond our reach and uUimately provided for/ 

‘‘ ‘ I do not understand your ladyship,^ uttered I, 
‘ for heaven’s sake 1 implore j^ou to tell me what is 
become of my dear parents*?’ To which lady Austin- 
court tauntingly replied, — 

‘ They are both dead, fonwhich they are to thank 
the indiscretion of their pretty daughter. But 1 have 
no time to waste) on them ; come, let us instantly 
hasten to the Priory.’ 

1 had hurst into an agony of tears*; 1 had become 
almost wild with despair but all this was unavailing 
to soften the heart oWady Austincourt : she seized me 
roughly by the arm and commanded me to follow her 
to the carriage, which waited at some little distance 
from the cottage. 1 1 inwiediatcdy^drove to A Ustincouit 
Priory, and it had no sooner stopped thewe, th&n lady 
Austincourt threw a veil over me which entirely con- 
cealed my person from observation and almost blinded 
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me, 1 could not distingiiish any otgect through its 
impervioj^s folds. Taking me by the hand, 1 was in- 
stantly conducted to the private entrance of her 
dressing-room, and the door was locked bii me till hei* 
ladyship returned with Frederic. A few minutes aftef 
this she introduced lady Thebdora Percy. Lady Aus- 
tincourt then removed the veil from my face, and 
leading me to lady Theodora, exclaimed, — 

^ Behold this is Fanny Roseberry !’ 

‘ Fanny Roseberry,' repeated lady Theodora *; 
and oh t with what tender compassion did that angel 
of mercy then behold me. , 

“ ^ Yes^’ cried her ladyship, ‘ it is she and you who 
must now decide the destiny of my Frederic. The 
one dares not dispute my commands ; but you, my 
sweetest Theodora 1 rnyst implore, I must sue to you 
to perform your promise, given to me so lately in 
behalf of my Frederic; and will you now recede? 
Oh ! no 1 am certain you will not,’ and lady Austin- 
court instantly threw he#sejf at the feet of lady Theo- 
dora, wliile she pronounced the following words : — 

‘‘ ‘ Grant protection to that unfortunate creature 
before you who now pays too^dearly for her folly. 
You beliold the situation to which she is reduced, and 
1 know that you pi^)’ her.' 

To which lady Theodora relied, ^kiudly taking 
my hand — 

‘ I do* indeed pity add fe^l for pooir Fanny,.aDd 
will do any thmg to serve her.’ 

** ‘ But you must serve Frederic too !’ jcried her 
ladyship, ^ you must*sweat ^o protect the yet unborn 
child Of Fi^nny Roseberry, who, if it ever sees the 
light (and HOaveh grant that it may not), must never 
know that Frederic is the author of its being ; nor 
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shall Theodora ever be permitted to reveal it till Sir 
Mildred Austincourt is at the point of death ; or The- 
odora herself is in the hour of her dissolution. Soon 
as the infant is born, which will probably be in Italy, 
Theodora must instantly adopt it as some foundling 
fostered on her hind protection ; nor ever, till the 
above mentioned period arrives^ disclose to mortal, 
however dear or precious that object may be to her 
heart, the mysterious origen of its birth. All this you 
must swear Theodora, or leaYe Fanny to her fate, 
which will be a cruel one, khoifld you now refuse the 
terms of the conditions here proposed.* 

• Ne^er shall 1 forget the countenance of that 
pitying angel as she addressed the stern unfeeling 
lady Austincourt. 

‘ Heavenly Powers !* uttered she, ^ and is this 
the purpose for which you brought me hither? to 
witness the unnatural conduct of that unfeeling mon- 
ster ? And can you thus renounce the ties of holy 
nature and of love, Frederic P^^wilP you abandon your 
tender offspring even before it is destined to behold 
the light ?* 

Frederic answere/ not : he turned* in silence from 
the beauteous suppliant ; while lady Austincourt, in a 
voice of thunder, vociferated — 

‘V ^ Say either that you will become^ the wife of 
Frederic, or protect {he child of Fanny Roseberry in 
the manner 1 have already proposed.* 

« « Become the wife of Frederic !• no never !* 
utter^ lady Theodora. ^ I would perish in the bot- 
tomless ocean first. But the chijd of Fanny Rose- 
berry I will preserve, cl^rish, protect, and foster, 
while there is a spark of life in these beating veins. I 
will take the oath lady Austincourt that you require, 
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and if I do not keep it holy in the sight of Heaven, 
may I fiy ever be renounced of that Heaven and of 
all good angels !’ ^ 

Lady Theodora had fallen on her knees ; she had 
clasped her beauteous hands together ; and involunr 
tarily I dropped on mine and blessed her. 

‘‘ ^ Angels of mercy ever bless you,’ uttered I. 

“ Lady Austincourt immediately led me away, but 
not before lady Theodora had extended her hand to- 
wards me. Moth inks I now hear her parting M^ords, 
for they thrilled throng my soul. 

“ ‘ Farewell dear Fanny; doubt not my friendship^ 
in the hour when most you shall need the services of 
Theodora Percy.* 

“ I saw no more of Frederic or lady Austincourt 
from this hour, Sir Mildred ; but the ensuing morn- 
ing 1 received instructions to hold myself in readiness 
to depart. 1 did so, and was conducted on board a 
vessel bound to Itajy by a stranger in the service of 
lady Austincourt. He’* informed me that all my 
expellees were already paid, and delivering me a small 
note which confined a sum of ^^money, instantly de- 
parted, It w^as in the hand writing of him whom I 
once adored, and in^ these words 

“ ^ Fanny — The enclosed is for your use when 
you arrive iii Italy ; more will be traasmitted when 
we think you require it. 

‘ Frederic.’ 

“ At the coldness in which this was written, after 
what had already passed, I could not be surprised ; 
my only astonishment was, that he had thought of me 
at all : and repairing quietly to my little cab^, I 
resigned myself to the further dis{>cnsation of what 
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Providence had yet in store for iiie« The winds 
proving favourable, I endured but small inconvenience 
till we arrived to the end of our voyage, which was 
much sooner than 1 expected, and the count Molini 
was waiting to receive me, and to conduct me to the 
convent of St, Julien, The holy sisterhood paid me 
every mark of respect and kindness. I was allowed 
every indulgence, and constantly permitted to attend 
the vespers in the chapel of Holy Mary. 

One morning 1 was cafled to attend the count 
Molini ; he had brought a visitor with him. 

* It is an English li\dy,* cried one of the sisters. 
My* heart beat tumultuously — 

“ ‘ Ah ! who is it,’ uttered I, ‘ Who can be 
anxious to sec the poor deserted Fanny ?’ 

And I immediately haslened to her presence. 
She removed the veil, Sir Mildred ; it was lady Theo- 
dora Percy, and my transports were unutterable. 

^ Fanny,’ exclaimed she, ‘ there is no longer any 
necessity for your remaining boarder in the convent 
of St. Julien. My dear father is now no more. 1 
arrived in this country only ip time to receive his 
parting blessing, l^e is gone to the home of his 
fathers. 1 am now sole mistress of my father’s 
wealthy possessions. Sir MiJdrej Austincourt is no 
longer my’^uardian^ « 

^ And lady Austincourt?’ enquired I. 

no longer your cruel oppressor,’ answered she, 
* She is dead, Fanny.’ * 

Theft lady Theodora is absolved from her oath,’ 
uttered L 

No,’ answered lady TbeodW, M^am more 
strongly bound than ever strictly to perform it. 1 
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ropeated it to lady Austincourt in her expiring 
moments, ^nd cannot now revoke it.' 

“ My emotions were strong and powerful* Sir. Mil- 
dred, and the ensuing morning after I became an 
inmate in the house of my beloved protectress, I gave 
birth to my poor fatherless little Frances ! and the 
sight of my new-born treasure, added to the kind 
attentions of that administering angel, restored me to 
tranquillity if not to permanent happiness again. I 
beheld my babe in the* han^s of her foster mother ; 
and when she was agaift going te return to England, 
I thought I Was prepared to part with my child.' I 
had resigned it to the arms of tliat Being with*whom 
alone 1 could be certain of* its- safety. I had taken 
my farewell of it, and as it lay sleeping imprinted on 
its tender lips a mother'stparting kiss. 

‘ Go, beloved innocent,’ uttered 1, ‘ go, and may 
thy voyage through life be happier than thy wretched 
mother’s’ 

“ Lady Theodora walfe powerfully affected — 

“ * And are you wretched, Fanny?’ uttered she. 

To which I replied-r 

“ ‘ Not while you are present, but when I shall no 
longer behold you, when I have lo6^ my child.’ 

Sir Mildred 1 could not support the conflict. I 
fell at the feetsof lady Theodora, mid wept Utterly. 

“ ‘ Tell me Fanny,’ uttered she, were I to take you 
with me, woul^you for ever conceal you:^lf fromTfhe 
world. Should you once be discovered by Frederic 
Austincourt, you would no longer be safe even under 
my protection. He 4^ould force you from me, for be 
is now majwied, and would pursue you with redoubled 
vengeance.’ 

5s 
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** * But<if disguised,* cried I, ‘ in male attire he 
would never know me.’ 

“ * But your complexion,’ cried lady Theodora. 

To which I answered, 

^ I will stain that so completely with the juice of 
the Bermuda nut * that it will be impossible to dis- 
cover a shade of my former complexion. I have seen 
the process performed on one of the nuns in the con- 
vent of St. J ulian ; and it was an admirable decep- 
tion.’ 

“ ‘ Since then yoh will have it so,” cried lady Theo- 
dora, * 1 will not deny you the gratification which the 
sight of your infant will constantly afford you. In the 
mean while, I will consult with the Count and Coun- 
tess Molint (the Count being then lately espoused) 
which is the most proper disguise to conceal your per- 
son from the prying eye of curiosity ; but our arrange- 
ments must be speedy. In a few days we embark — 
the Count and Countess accompany me to England.’ 

“ Transported with the kindness of my lovely pro- 
tectress, whose continued feiendship towards mo was 
unchanged, I forgot, ray former griefe in her inchant- 
ing smiles, and it being a day appointed for grand 
mass to be {>erformed in the chapel of the Holy 
Mary, 1 accompanied lady Theodora to the hallowed 
sanctuary. " 

The service was more thaii usually solcmiiand 
affecting, and wrought powertully O’* the feelings of 


* The Bermuda nut : a tree which is the produce of Italy, the 
Juice of wRch being compretied, is used to dye a colour of a dark 
olire. 
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the auditors^ One yo||ng female in particular^ttracted 
the attention and excited the sympathy of my benevo- 
lent protectress. Sir Mildred, it was Roseila Aubrey, 
who quickty imparting her sorrows to Lady Theodora 
Percy, found in her a real and undisguised friend ; 
for Miss Aubery from that day became the inmate of 
her benevolent mansion, whose doors were never yet 
t-losed against the unfortunate. 

“ The Count Molini was now resorted to for ad*- 
\^ce, as to what disguise I should adopt for my trans- 
formation. When his*a\niab)c Countess suddenly 
exclaimed, 

“ * Suppo«e Fanny were to pass for my nephew— 
we might gquip her in the costume of a youngJtaliah 
cavalier ; and she shall go by the name of Antonia. 
She is of a good height, and her figure well adapted for 
such a disguise, which, w,ith the assistance of the Ber- 
muda dye, will finish the deception.' 

“ The plan was immediately adopted ; and in a few 
hours 1 appeared in the presence of my protectress no 
longer Fantiy Roseberiy — but the young Italian, 
Signior Antonia. Nor could lady Theodora forbear 
smiling at my changed .and altered appearance.’ 

“Which, to do you ample jditice,’ cried Sir Mil- 
dred, ‘ made you the strangest booking animal in 
existence ; and to tAl you truth, FaVny, I have a most 
unconquerable aversion to Signior Antonia} from the 
first hour of my beholding him ; amd I believe there 
are some fiere present wKb likqd you nO better 4han 
I did.’ 

“ ‘ Ah ! sir,’ cried Fanny, ‘ and had I kqown the 
heartfelt anguish which the p^me of Antonia was to have 
wrung from the bosom of my protectress, when I took 
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shelter behcalh her fostering root, do you think that 
it would haVe been worn by me ? With what anguish 
did 1 behold the situation to which I had exposed her, 
by my rash and unthinking folly ! what days of sorrow 
have I known, what tears of penitence have 1 shed, 
when I beheld that lovely cheek, pale with conflicting 
and heart-wounding regret, that she had ever per- 
mitted me to assume such a disguise. 

^ Oh, Fanny,* uttered she, one morning that she 
had returned from paying you a visit at the Priory, 
Dear Fanny, to what uneasiness, to what tortures 
have I been condemned for your sake ! Sir Mildred 
suspects me ! Edmund'too suspects me ! All the world 
suspect me ! and treat me unkindly for the £»akc of the 
mysterious Antonia. You have been seen conversing 
with me in private ; and it has raised a tale of scan- 
dalous report, — ruinous to mf hitherto bright unsullied 
fame, and destructive to my happiness. Wsilsingham 
too is returned ; and would you believe it, Fanny ! he 
too has treated me with coldnfcss." Oh ! Fanny, Fanny, 
how is all this to be avoided? I dare not reveal this 
mystery ; and cannot long support this unmerited cen- 
sure! Would that Death, that certain friend of all 
human wretchedness, relieve my misery! 

^ O, Sir Mildred ! you cannot judge of the an- 
guish of my feelings at this intelligence. 1 wept, I 
sobbed, on the bosom of my kind protectress ; and 
once again resolved to part for ever from my child ; 
for though it had been given out that Antonia had de- 
parted for Italy, with the Count and Countess Molini, 
the tale was false, for Antonia has ever been concealed 
in the residence of lady Theodora^ Percy ; but I was 
on the point of again throwing myself under the pro- 
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tection of the Ciunt and CountesstJS^jlGni : 1 was 
again on the very eve of my departure, ^d had again 
given nay little Frances a mother’s parting kiss, in 
order that my eternal absence from this country would 
restore peace to the wounded heart of iny benefactress. 

“ When lady Theodora received the sudden intelli* 
gcnce, that the amiable Countess Molini was no 
more, — 

' ^ ^ • 

^ You must remain with me,’ uttered she; ‘ there 

is no protection for you jn Italy ; and whatever be the 
consequence, you shall st^iy with me, and share tlie 
destiny of Theodora Percy.’ 

Miss!ilul)ery, you was present at this interview j 
and how^ faithfully did I promise to conceaPmyself in 
tlie hermitage, the day that lady Theodora expected 
to receive her guests at Heath Cottage ; and so I in- 
tended to do, even if k had been till the hour of mid- 
night ; but supposing that you were all profoundly 
engaged in conversation, and not having the smallest 
idea of encountei^ng i^ny one, in the shrubbery, at so 
late an hour in the eveAiiig, I darted from the place of 
my concealment, and my steps were pursued, as Mr. 
Edmund Au^incourt has alr^dy informed you, by' 
Mr. Walsingham. I ran with incredible speed to- 
wards the cottage^ for though d%|[uised in male attire, 
I had not forgot that I had a woman’s fears about me ; 
and his furiAus looks alarmed and terrified me ! I had 
no refuge to escape from his threatened vengeance, 
but by concealing myself in* the bed-chamber^ of my 
protectress; but no sooner was he gone than I flew 
down the stair-case and stationed myself atfthis door. 

^ 1 heard tb^ £ccusatk>n pronounced against the 
purity of that celestial angel ! X heard her infamously 
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and falsely and by Walsinl ham, ai^d by Sir 

Mildred ! A||mighty powers ! I heard no more. I 
presented myself before you. I have been inspired by 
heaven alone to disclose this confession, and to prove 
to you all, without a shadow of doubt, or yet existing 
mystery, the clearest 

TEST OF INNOCENCE. 

^^Oh, Fanny! dear injured Fanny! how much am 
I indebted to you !” cried Adolphus, extending his 
hand towards her at the sanje inbment. 

And I think I an»not one^among the least that 
^wij her a debt of obligation,” exclaimed Sit Mildred, 
wiping Kis eyes, which had several times overflowed 
with genuine sensibility in Ihe course of her affecting 
recital ; but here shall the sufleriiigs and the griefs 
of Fanny Roseberry end. Henceforth, will I receive 
her as ray daughter. She shall repose on ray bosom ; 
and, as Sterne says, eat and drink of my cup,” and I 
will be a father to her in tlic dgy affliction. As to 
my little grand-daughter,” ‘ 

“ She remains with me,” uttered lady Theodora, 
‘‘I am in truth her fjster mother. \ hope I have 
merited the appellation ; and will continue to discharge 
my trust to so dear ^hharge with fidelity to the end of 
my existence.” 

You shall do as you please my little dlncbantress,” 
uttered Sir Mildred,' you have a right to rule us all ; 
for you have this day proved that your ppw’cr over us 
is invincible.” 

The ha{fpy party now adjourned only to meet the en- 
suing day to witness the celebratioVi of lord Villeroy’s 
nuptials with the lovely and amiable ftosclla Aubrey . 

Edmund Austincourt, having now exceeded the ut- 
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most limits of his time at the Priory, wAs obliged to 
inform his father, that, though reluctantly, he 'must 
depart. At which Sir Mildred replied, Not yet, you 
have another bridal knot to tie to-morrow rooming.” 
It was even so ; Sir Mildred had been in private con- 
sultation for more than half an hour with his nephew, 
to whom he bad imparted some intelligence which 
made them both smile when they came out of the 
study. And the secret was soon out, the lovely The- 
odora had consented to follow the example of her 
friend Rosella; and the following morning beheld 
Adolphus in the possession ofV treasure for \yiich he 
had long sighed, — the hand pf lady Theodora Percy. 
It is true that some gloom had follow e^hes^iirents ; 
for Frederic A ust incourt had faltelT the victim of his 
own rash folly in seeking vengeance on the destroyer 
of his domestic repose: he had met Col. Maepher- 
son ; had fought a duel with him in Paris, wlnther he 
had followed him ; and the encounter had terminated 
fatally for Frederic, who paid the forfeit of fais life 
by the unfortunate affair. To say that his untimely 
death was not lameuted by. his«father and brother 
trod even wept over by B'anny Ro.seberry would not do 
justice to the well known feelings ^f these excellent 
characters : but the memory of Frederic A'ystincourt 
cduld never be rCspected, nor the lb» of^uch a being 
long deployed. The uoi^n of KET'iii;CkctioN ji'as 
arrived, and it^was impossible Ibr the hand of mortal 
power to arrest the blow. Time threw a v'eil ovtw the 
past sufferings of Sir Mildred Austincourt, wfio lived 
to a good old age to jfvitness the exemplary conduct of 
his youngeri son rewarded by a second marriage with 
the amiable sister of lord Villeroy, and to. see his 



768 


THfi onPlUN ROYt 6^. 


Qq>ban Bo^ the happy iather of many lovely children. 
Meanwhile lady Theodora discharged her. di^ty aa cos* 
aeieotiously towards her fostered tiihild^ . who as she 
ripened into womanhood, retained all her mother’s 
loveliness, without living to prove either an example 
of her mother’s weakness or a Cher’s indiscretioB. 


T«^ e/fo. 


DIRECTIONS TO THE KNDER. 

Adolphus deeWiog Us lanooesr-x bffoie his Uncle, and 

engraved Title tofmee each other. 

Adolphus preserving the Life of Miss Grandison. . to face page 58 


Henry Uontreville first declaring his Paacion to Evadne 202 

Bvadne promising to b^me the Wi& of Lofd Olonroy 304 

Evadne in tiie Chamber of the Mysterious Picture 36.. 

MontrevUle, in the/' Habit of a Minsted, cd>tains a Sight of 
his B)|adne . . . '. 455 


Edmund discovering Antonia and Theodora iothc Nursery. . .514 
Meeting of AdoiphtU and Theodora at Bathwood 688 


CoinluBiiiis, Priatertp 
ThnfBMvton Stteetp lioBdo&e 







